
The HERALO is the Most Wide y
f?<*ad Paper on Grays Harbor JSBMI=WEEKLY

ABERDEEN HERALD
VOL. XXII ABERDEEN, WASHINGTON, MONDAY. DECEMBER 2. 1907.

t worth of the Best, Cleanest, and Most Desirable Merchandise at YOUR DISPOSAL

WE ARE READY all your heartdesVr^ 6.^!

DON'T WAIT :r^to
y

r°r wil
.

1
?

be
,

,,ctter

mlrvewus, OUR »^J'.g?? crowd,!d than evcr - odrsSction is

If \ou Want to See a Beautiful Holiday Display, Visit

Geo. J. Wolff
ABERDEEN'S LARGEST AND REST STORE

Advertisers Who Would Accom-*?
plish Results, Realize If*

No. 24

STATEMENT OF MRS. TODD
Long Deferred Document is Given Out by the

Authorities Saturday Night.

Says She Got Into Steele's Power by Writing
Foolish Letters. Had Agreed to Divorce

Todd and Go to Mexico With Steele.
Accounts for Long Silence by

Fear of Todd.

The sworn statement of Mrs. Frank
Toihl concerning the murder of her
husband was given out to the press
Saturday by Marshal McKinney, of
Hoquiam. It is dated November 12,
the day after the second and last ar-
rest of Steele, and reads as follows:

"I, Ethel Todd, do solemnly swear
that what I herein write is the truth,
the whole truth and nothing but the
truth:

"November, 1900, during county
election, Ralph Steele, John Erick-
son and Wm. Banks, loggers work-
for Frank Todd, my husband, came
to our house and rented three rooms
upstairs to keep their clothes and
things. Ualph Steele acted then the
same as any other man, but after a
\u25a0while he made himself one of the
family and at the invitation of Mr.
Todd, used to come down and talk
and eat, and be one of us.

"I was good to him as I was always
good to any nice man that worked
for Frank and tried to be a mother
or sister to them as most of them
\u25a0were out here alone. Mr. Steele took
another meaning to my actions and
as he knew Mr. Todd and myself did
not live happily together, made love
to me and I let him. We planned to

live together some time in the fu-
ture and he was to go to Mexico
about the first of September, 1907.
I was to follow in February, 1908. I
was not going to run away with him
as I wanted to leave my husband
and children in the right way as I
wanted to get a divorce. Then Mr.
Todd stopped drinking and things at
home were getting better, but I had
put myself in Steele's power by writ-
ing silly letters to him and he told

me if I didn't keep my agreement he
would show them to Frank and have
them published. I was foolish enough
to believe he would.

"He followed me to camp, standing
outside the window nights and let
me know he was watching me at all
times and he used to tell me things
which Frank and I talked about in
the middle of the night. He knew
1 was turning back to Frank and

| then he began to show what kind of
a man he was. He held threats over
me at all times and wanted me to
have Mr. Todd buy a revolver and
he, Steele, would put blank car-
tridges in It and get Frank mad
enough to shoot and then he could
have the advantage. It was then
I should have told someone, but I
was a coward and afraid of his
threats. He told me no matter where
I was he would couie and shoot me.
« ? ? He has often come to my

room and wanted me to be untrue to
Frank, but I told him as long as I
was married to Frank I would never
have anything to do with any other
man until a divorce was granted and
things done right. He agreed to that
If I would get all of Frank's money
1 could and keep away from him as
much as possible. I distrusted him
and hated him but was so much in
Steele's power that I could not get
away. He told me he went to Frank's
camp and put dynamite under the
corner of the house to blow it up,
but then promised he would not harm
Frank if I would do as he agreed. I
kept putting him oft and finally he
saw he couldn't trust me so resolved
to do desperate things.

"On August 31st Frank «nd I

went clown town and cunie home
quite early. I went out to the toilet
and the electric button was gone but
as it had been gone before, thought
nothing about it. I went to bed early
and left Frank reading. The toilet
chain used to catch and often after
I had gone to bed I have heard the
water running as if some one was
out there but still did not dream of
any harm when I heard it that night.
Frank went out to stop it running
and suddenly I heard a noise as if
wood was falling and waiting a min-
ute and not hearing anything more
I went to the kitchen door and the
light from the kitchen showed me
Prank lying down and some one else
over him. I fainted and knew noth-
ing for some time.

"When I came to, I was in bed
and Steele was sitting beside me
with a revolver in his hand and
when I cried, he told me it was no
use as the deed was done and he did
it for me because he wanted me and
there was no other way, only if I
was going to break down he would
finish the job and kill me and him-
self. He stayed and talked to me
till about 3 o'clock and then I got
up after he had gone to see if Frank
was really dead. I stayed in the
shed with him a little while and then
went back in the house. Steele told
me not to call anyone until 7 o'clock
but I could stand it no longer. I
then said I knew nothing about it
as I was afraid to say anything else.

"He told me that nobody would
suspect him, but if they did they
would suspect me too and that they
would hang both of us. If I would
have only told, they would have
lynched him and my trouble would
have been over but I was afraid and
told everbody lies. This is the truth,
so help me God. Steele told me, not
more than a week ago, that the mat-
ter was dying out and that nobody
thought anything more about it, that
McKenney would be out of office in
about a year, then nobody would be
after him. But because I was a
coward and did not tell the truth I
knew I might be the cause of more
deaths. (Signed)

"ETHEL TODD.
"Subscribed and sworn to before

E. E. Boner, notary Public."

""The statement was signed in the
presence of Marshal McKinney and
John Richardson, and will be given
such credit by the public as will be
Justified by the known facts in the
case. The Herald would be pleased to
accept Its truth as relieving the

woman from the dreadful suspicion
that hangs over her, but, in view of
all the admitted circumstances, is
is unable to believe that it is "the
truth, the WHOLE truth and noth-
ing but the truth.

Mrs. Todd and the officials- who
are (rightly, we hope) upholding her
must not be surprised if this state-
ment be taken with allowances. It
will be noted that it was not made
until the net of justice had enclosed
Steele. That from the murder of
her husband, August 31, nearly two
months and a half, she had steadily
maintained the innocence of the
murderous suicide; that, if she really
feared personal injury from Steele
her immediate relief from his annoy-
ance laid in denouncing him when
he was first under arrest.

In fact, to those who have follow-
ed the details of this case, this state-
ment is anything but convincing and
is entitled to the same credence
as that of Steele to Attorney
Abel anil no more. llotli admit
a strong motive for desiring the
death of Todd, and the two "con-
fessions" taken together have all the
appearance of two guilty parties,
each trying to prove innocence by
laying the crime at the door of the
other.

County Attorney Boner is quoted
in the daily press with saying:
"Bring me your evidence and I stand
ready to convict Mrs. Todd, but I
will not swear out a warrant on the
alleged confession circulated." This
kind of talk is the veriest rot. The
prosecutor is not to decide the guilt

or innocence of anyone, his sole duty
being to prosecute where there is a
reasonable probability of conviction,
a jury will decide upon the testi-
mony. Mr. Boner can readily compel
those "who claim to have evidence"
to tell what they know by asking the
court for a grand jury to probe this
crime to the very bottom.

Muscular Fains Cured.
"During the summer of 1903 I

was troubled with muscular pains in
the instep of my foot," says Mr. S.
Pedlar, of Toronto, Ont. "At times
it was so painful I could hardly walk.

Pain Balm was rec-
ommended to me, so I tried it and
was completely cured by one bottle.
I have since recommended it to sev-
eral of my friends, all of whom
speak highly of it." For sale by
Evans Drug Co.

Tin* Job Printing at moderate prices.
Herald Prlnterjr.

BURGLARS ABROAD.

Gum Shoe Men Are Quite Active on
Thanksgiving Day.

On theeveningof Thanksgiving George
ISeeker's home, 412 West First street,
was entered by an unknown party, be-
tween tho hours of 8 and «) o'clock. On
the same evening, between 5 and 0
o'clock, the home of IX O. Dice, K street,
was also broken into, presumably by the
same party.

In both cases the burglar was evident-
ly frightened away, as the houses were
not thoroughly searched. In Mr. Beck-
er's home a valuable dresser was cut
open with a chisel and a piece of cut
glass taken. The only other loss being
the destruction of the dresser.

At Mr. Dice's home, the room of Roy
Gibbins, who resides there, was entered
and liia revolver and $17 in scrip taken.
The only other thing taken was a gold
watch belonging to Mrs. Dice.

From appearances, the police think
that the work was done by professionals,
and they must have been frightened
away before completing their job. No
clue has thus far been found whereby I

the hurglars can be identified.
Mr. Becker ie one of the grocery firm

of Becker Jlroe., and Mr. Dice and Mr.
Gibbina ate in tlie employ of Hie Grays
Harbor Kiectric Co.

MAUDE PEALY

In "The Stronger Sex" at the Grand*
Tomorrow Night.

Maude Fealv is to be congratulated on
?he selection of her play for the present
season as Manager John Cort secured for
her use the great English comedy drama,
"The Stronger Sex," which was the
much talked of play of the English stage
during the pa9t year. Its great run of
seven months at the Appollo Theatre,
London, and the fact tiiat it literally
packed that playhouse at each perform-
ance during that period, easily proclaim!
it a worthy vehicle for presentation here.
After playing many of the larger cities of
the west it will be brought to New York
after the holidays, where it will settle
down for a long run at one of the leading
Broadway theatres.

"The Stronger Sex" will be at the Grand
theatre tomorrow night.

RED CROSS PHARMACY
Buy Your

CHRISTMAS GOODS
where you get satisfaction in
QUALITY, STYLE and PRICE

That means at the RED CROSS PHARMACY and
It means everything in any of the following lines

Toys and Games Hand Bags, Music Portfolios
Manicure Sets Brushes of Every Description
Stationery, Pens and Box Papers Toilet Cases and Combs
Hand and Pocket Mirrors Perfumes and Toilet Extracts
Purses and Leather Goods Stand Mirrors

We have an especially full selected line of Gifts for men?Razors,
Shaving Sets, Brushes, Fountain Pens, Pocket Books. Bill Books and MemoBooks, Whatever you need for

CHRISTMAS
Red Cross Pharmacv

Open All Night Phone 611


