
STATE CLUBS MEET
Tlif Washington State Federation of Ne-

mo Women's Chilis convened in Seattle last
Thursday to be in session three days. Mrs.
•I. B. Mappa of Spokane is president of the
si;iti' federation. The following women are
;iccrc<liied delegates from different clubs of
the stale:

S|»ol<ane. Mrs. E. N. J. Sims. Mrs. B.
Horsey. Mrs. A. ('. Houston, Mrs. George
Anderson. Mrs. C. Carter, Mrs. William
Thomas, Mrs. 11. L. Walker, Mrs. W. T.
I'arker and Mrs. Mamie I lagan; Tacoma,
Mrs. X. -I. Asherry. Mrs. J. C. Smith, Mrs.
L. W. Mack, Mrs. X. Copeland, Mrs. .]. E.
Binfonl. Mrs. J. 11. Corbin, Mrs. I. V.
Spencer, Mrs. T. Adams and Mrs. J. A.
Nelson; Everett, Mrs. C. A. Davis, Mrs.
•I. Samuels. Mrs. J. Morton, Mrs. E. Baugh,
.Mrs. Frank .Jefferson, Mrs. I). J, Morgan
,in.l Mrs. (}. W. Samuels. At the Thursday
(•veiling session Mayor Hanson welcomed
the delegates to the city and spoke at length
of the good work the women were doing
and many other things the colored folks
were accomplishing, thus showing he had
heeii posting himself on the subject. Short
welcome addresses were also made by Mrs.
W. 1). Carter, Mr. Andrew R.. Black and
Rev. W. I). Graham and responses were made
l>y .Mrs. A. C. Houston and Mrs. J. E. Mapps
of Spokane.

Tlic Following is the annual address of
tlif president of the Federation:

There have been many organizations
hi'ou phi together for the benefit of the hu-
man race. Religion, social, fraternal, po-
litical, business. Army and Navy, and in
all walks of life, the object of all was Unity
jiikl co-operation. The measure of the suc-
cess gained by any race or people is to look
at the origin of that race, their condition
and environment and compare the progress
;iinl development.

The world knows the history of the Amer-
ican Negro, and has viewed with amazement,
the stupendous strides which they have made
since their emancipation. Religion, Educa-
tion and [Tniity have brought about their
advancement, and the leaders and teachers
have been largely the women. Realizing
that the men who started the schools of
Hampton, Tuskegee and others must have
united help, we find our women working to
plant the idea of better homes, better child-
ren and uplift in every branch of their new
life. A little society, a school started here
and there, conferences being held from time
to time, finally a united convention was
held in Boston in 1895. From the result
of that splendid meeting, the women took
new courage to work harder to help. They
looked upon it as a sacred trust and how
nobly they have fulfilled that trust you have
been made to see. Women's clubs have be-
come as much a necessity as any other of
the vital part of the governing machinery
of the world. They stand for all good, work
for the mutual benefit of all; they are in-
terested in better methods of caring for our
homes and children, education along the
higher lines, and in all problems of reform.

From IS!);") to 1913 we had twenty-five
states federated, with 50,000 busy women
working for the uplift of the race, and in
1918 we have a membership of over 100,000
with thirty-eight states in the National and
other federations. Fn 1913 the property
owned by dub women was valued at $61,-
--845.15. Today they own property worth
$213,000. A call lias never been refused by
these good christian women for aid. One
of the splendid works during the past year,
of the United Federation, under the leader-
ship of our noble president, Mary B. Tal-
bot. was the raising of $15,000 to redeem the
Frederick Douglass home. The mortgage
has been redeemed and the home secured for
a perpetual race monument. It will now
be used as a school and social center for
our young people and will be under the
watchful supervision of these good women
who saved it for us.

This was done by Unity. Could T have
my way, the word Unity would be so placed
that every child of our race would ever
have it before him, and from the babe in

anus ilicy would be taught the meaning
until the next generation would claim it
as their glory; or had we a race flag other
than our own Stars and Stripes, I would
beg permission to place across it, in letters
that "he who ran might read," Unity. My
friends, it is our only salvation. Today we
see our country in the throes of another
barbarous war. the past conies before us as
a hideous dream, we can see thousands of
homes broken up, mothers going around with
aching hearts just as our fore-parents did
when their children were snatched even
from their nursing breasts and sold on auc-
tion blocks; we see thousands of our loved
ones going to be slaughtered and we shudder
with grief. But we can pause and think of
the lesson this war can teach us. Here is
a sample of that same Unity I speak of.
Where have you ever before seen such blind
devotion to leaders right or wrong? Unity,
amongst our enemies has been their watch-
word.

"Theirs was not to question why,
Theirs but to do and die."
The lesson is here for us, the opportunity

is yours, will you take it? God has given
us each forces and capabilities. What will
you do with them? How use them? Club
work in this far Northwest is still in its
infancy. Yet we have made the start and
with the united effort and co-operation of
each one of us, working together for the
future, Washington will soon become known
as a State where the people of our race do
things for good and that count of something.
But we cannot succeed without the united
aid of each one of you. Some of us com-
plain that we have the same women in office
and as leaders all of the time, but, my
friends, that is not our fault. We are not
paid salaries, we often make enemies of our
friends because we try to lead, but if you
sit at home and find fault and won't take
hold and help, we are like the hunter in
the woods, we have taken hold and we can't
let go. Now that the start has been made,
rather than fail, we must keep on until you
decide to do your share.

To my mind the future is filled with won-
derful possibilities, and on us as Race wo-
nien the fulfillment of these great opportuni-
ties depends. I have always insisted that
when we can, as a whole united body of wo-
men, show to the world, especially the wo-
men of other races, that we value our homes
as they do, that we want our children to have
the best in education, skilled labor and
trades and professions, thus increasing the
morale amongst our race, then they as a
Unit will help us, the women, to do away
with lynching, and it will be done at once.
It is the women who do things always, and
it is up to us.

So let us forget the past with its terrible
wrongs to us as a Race, let us work for
Unity, drop all narrow-mindedness and
petty jealousy, hold up the hands of our
leaders everywhere. Let us see the value
of organization to us in this new democ-
racy which the world is fighting for; let us
help do away with the dives and breeding
places of crime and we will share to the full-
est extent in all good things to come to this
world when peace comes. Let me suggest
a few ways in which the Federation of
Washington and Jurisdiction can help. One
efficient aid will be an active civic league.
How many of us really know the value of
a wide-awake Civic League? How many of
our clubs do any civic work? How many
of our people know the meaning of civic .'
You can watch out for our young people,
especially our girls, protect and advise
them: when a question of politics is promi-
nent, find out the morale and fitness of can-
didates, also hold community meetings and
have short sessions of patriotic singing and
talks and at this time have prayers for our
soldiers; notice the homes and surroundings
of our people and if they are not living in
8 sanitary way, with tact and kindness,

show them what helps they will be to the
race to change conditions and assist us in
City Beautiful plans. These ideas will lead
to others and you will find that by working
in unity, much will be done. I should also
like to see an active Art Committee. Their

field for good work is so vast. If you have
your own club rooms, see that they are at-
tractive and homey, enticing the young
people to gather there and spend their time
leading good books and papers, especially
those written by our own race authors; have
good lectures, chalk talks, study the mov-
ing pictures and recommend the good ones.
Cooperate with a music committee and your
civic league, and next year's meeting you
will be second to none with a grand report
of work accomplished. A vital necessity is
an active Finance Board. We need a State
Fund, for so many calls will be made to us
for help later on, when the natural results
of the Avar is brought home to us with the
loss of husbands and fathers. In time we
can also have an endowment.

Our Literary and Library Extension Com-
mittee has not been active as yet, but I hope
next year they also wil be busy. Cooperat-
ing with a good press committee, having an
exchange system for the different Clubs,
current events and papers, topics of gen-
eral interest will help them.

Let us also try to interest our older ladies
in our club work, inviting them very es-
pecially to visit and join with us in our
meetings. We might also urge them to form
clubs of their own, to cooperate with us,
regardless of literary ability, as we can
doubtless learn much from their vaster ex-
perience of life. And so this means more
work for our dub Extension Bureau.

T wish to thank each officer, each com-
mittee chairman, and each member of all
the clubs who have worked so hard for us
to have a successful first year's work. You
will all admit that my position as your first
State President has been a difficult one,
each move that I made was criticised, either
kindly or otherwise. Having no guide posts
to watch, I have gone on in fear and trem-
bling, but 1 now feel thankful that we have
arrived at our first milestone. I feel that
with the kindly cooperation which you will
continue to give during this coming year's
work, it will enable us to tell our new of-
ficers and comrades next year that we feel
that the foundation of our State Federation
is builded on a firm rock of sisterly love and
Unity of Race and they will not have to
tear down what has been done, but can go
on and build a Federation Structure which
will be a lasting Race Monument to us in
this great Northwest.

And now for a last thought, which I hope
above all others, you will keep in both your
minds, active and sub-conscious, and that is
this, whenever you criticise, be sure that
you are right and just. If you deem it
necessary, try and criticise in a kindly, con-
structive and not a destructive way. Re-
member that the longest night has a day.
and if you are displeased with your present
leaders, support them in Unity of spirit and
duty and change worthily at the proper
time. The friendships we have made, the
exchange of good will and kindly hospi-
tality shown us, are bright memories for-
ever, and we look forward to much larger
service in the future.

Our first year is closed,
Our first records made,
And now let us with purpose clear,
Start out for united work another year!

AFRO AMERICAN HOTEL
Phone Beacon 912 ' 1261 Main
Rooms by Day or Week. Well kept and highly

sanitary. Steam heated.
Mrs. T. H. Jones.

VROOMAN HOTEL
Phone Beacon 29 1236 Main

Three story concrete building. Steam heated.
Beautifully furnished.

W. E. Vrooman Jennie Vrooman

NEW WAY CAFE
Phone Main 5964 1034 Jackson

Regular Dinner from 4 to 8 P. M.
We give Special Attention to Theatre parties

J. C. Garner and E. T. Palmer, Props.

GOLDEN WEST
Phone 2647 1034 Jackson

Tailors and Cleaners
Clothes called for and delivered.

Hats retrimmed and blocked.
H. S. Frazier C. W. Curtest


