
POLITICAL POT POURI
As it always does the primary election

brought some startling surprises for the
ambitious ones. Jack Stringer for an in-
stance surprised himself in beating Bob
Hodge for the nomination of sheriff. Fred
Tuite was not nominated and was as much
surprised that he did not get as many votes
as both Stringer and Hodge as they were
that he got any votes at all. Even Cayton's
Weekly as well as the Union Record got
stung by Jack Stringer.

Bill Gaines did not do a thing to Meßreen,
but in that Meßreen was the only person
in county that was in the least surprised.

Elmer F. Connor is the best campaigner
we ever met but he seems to be such a
poor vote getter. Mistah Wardall strolled
through the corridors of the court house
like a strutting peacock the day after
election and if ever in the history of King
County a man gave greater evidence of
owning the world with a fence around it
it must have been when Burns and Clancy
ran the town.

8. M. Braekett ran like a scared March
hare, but at that he did not run fast enough
to hold a torch for Fred C. Brown to run
by.

Now that John F. Miller has been over-
whelmingly re-nominated lets turn in and
give him every patriotic vote in the city.
Tt would be a burning shame to permit a
Democrat to get a single Republican vote
for representative in Congress.

In our opinion Z. B. Rawson is a splendid
fellow and would have made an excellent
representative in Congress, but the fifth
plank of his platform is responsible for the
small vote he got. lie deserved and really
merited better political treatment at the
hands of those with whom he has spent
the most of his life.

Ralph Nichols has been re-nominated, in
spite of the fact he was not the choice of
the editor hereof. He seems to be able to
repeatedly camouflage the people in his dis-
trict, which is their funeral. Politically
speaking, however, Ralph is the north end
of a horse g'oing south.

It looked to the editor hereof that John
B. Wright would lead all of the candidates
for justice of the peace in Seattle, but as
visual John B. Gordon did so, but Wright
is thankful for the vote he got just the
same and in the future as in the past will
give the people the best there is in him.

Victor Zednick was defeated for the nom-
ination of justice of the peace which we
sorely regret. Victor would have made an
ideal justice and owing to his j jneral pop-
ularity we can hardly see how he got left.

Everett C. Ellis got a bit peeved at Cay-
ton's Weekly for sayingl he was not popu-
lar and made his brag a few days before
the election that he would show the "darky
editor" a thing- or two on election day, and
he kept his word and showed us that he
got one or two votes—but few more.

For one place on the superior bench Craw-
ford E. White, Thomas P. Revelle and Cal-
vin S. Hall will fight. Each of them showed
much strength and the race promises to be
a very close one.

Organized labor went after Clay Allen
with hammer and tongs and despite its ef-
forts he ran so fast that he will not have
to run again, which would seem to indi-
cate that if one wants to be certain of win-
ning a poltiical contest get organized labor
to fight him or her.

The race for county assessor was Robert
A.'s tripple trip to the primary tank and
each time he gets less than the prior time.
This gentleman might as well have had the
colored vote of the county as he got two
years ago, but he got funny and for that
got left.

Hugo Kelly might have gotten further
into the fight if he had not gotten con-
ceited and thought he had the world by the
tail and a down hill pull. However, Frank
Hull had the backing of the court house
ring and it was a case of hanging together
or hanging separately.

Edward B. Palmer got his usual lay oft'
and George B. Lamping will hold down the
job. Though a very astute politician he
has never been able to succeed himself.
Palmer might get further along in politics
if he could ever get it out of his nut that
everybody but himself are damphools.

Kenneth Mackintosh will be the only ju-
dicial in the state of Washington that will
not have opposition. In ye olden political
days we frequently told Kenneth he was a
lucky dog' and we have not changed our
minds.

Organized labor made a fight against
Mount and Main, but they did not realize it
in the finals. Both of these men have made
most excellent judicials and should be over-
whelmingly elected.

Alice S. Presto fared no better in the pri-
mary election than did Alice Lord. Both of
the above Alices were seeking Republican
nominations for state senator and each met
her Waterloo.

If now Alice Lord does not withdraw from
organized labor she will not be true to her-
self. If organized labor had been loyal to
Miss Lord she instead of Frank H. Rennick
would be the Republican nominee for state
senator in the 35th senatorial district,

CLAY ALLEN
Who, in spite of organized labor, leads the
judicial non-partisan ticket. The final count
may pive him votes enough to be placed on
the ticket only as already elected.

THE COMING ISSUE
Senator Borah offers an extremely pessi-

mistic forecast of the Presidential election
of 1920. Assuming- that the war willbe over,
the Senator predicts that the contest will
be between Wilson and Roosevelt and will
turn on the personalities of the two men.
The Democrats will take their stand on the
fact that Wilson won the war; the Repub-
licans, on the fact that Roosevelt made Wil-
son win it. As to such issues as America's
new place in the international scheme, the
demobilization of the armies and the war in-
dustries, public ownership, labor policy, tax-
ation, both parties will dodge them. This
forecast is not altogether unreasonable. The
conventional type of party leader likes noth-

ing bolter than a campaign turning on
points of history. For a generation after the
Civil War such leaders were making their
living out of fighting its battles over at the
polls. They would welcome a similar oppor-
tunity in the new age. Rut according to
Senator Borah's own premises, the conven-
tional leaders are not to be in command of
either of the parties. Whoever the actual
candidates are to be, Wilson and Roosevelt
are party statesmen first of all and only
incidentally party politicians. Both men
realize that the future belongs to the party
that succeeds ni pre-empting the vital issues
that are to command the loyalty of the ma-
jority. Either would rather see his party
lose in the first skirmish than permit it to
be thrust into the position of obstruction
that the Democratic party occupied after the
Civil War.

In its congressional programme the Soci-
alist party sets forth that while the princi-
ples announced by the party in 1915 are re-
affirmed, whatever that may mean, "in all
that concerns the settlement of this war the
American Socialist party is in general ac-
cord with the inter-Allied conference."
Those who have regarded the American So-
cialists as doctrinary pacifists may find it
interesting to examine the principles of the
inter-Allied conference to which the Social-
ists now subscribe: Belgium shall be liber-
ated and compensated, Poland shall be "re-
constituted in unity and independence with
a free access to the sea." Throughout Eur-
ope, "from Alsace-Lorraine to the Balkans,
those populations that have been annexed by
force shall receive the right freely to dis-
pose of themselves." There shall be a
League of Nations with full power to settle
all disputes, by force, where necessary, and
all nations adhering to it must be completely
democratized, with the government absolute-
ly responsible to the people, more especially
as regards the control of foreign affairs.
"The conference condemns the handing back
to the systematically cruel domination of
the Turkish government any subject peo-
ple." The conference does not propose to
dismember Austria-Hungary, but the claims
of the Czeeho-Slovaks and Jugo-Slavs can-
not be regarded as questions for internal de-
cision. National independence ought to be
granted them if they desire it. The confer-
ence proposes to set up a Court of Claims
and Accustations under the League for a
full judicial investigation of acts of cruelty,
oppression and violence in the course of the
war. Until all this is achieved the inter-
Allied conference, and by its announced ad-
hesion, the American Socialist party are in-
flexibilityresolved to continue the war. The
Germans may take notice that this is where
the peace-at-any-price idea now stands in the
Allied countries. —The New Republic.
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