
TOO NAUSEATING TO PUBLISH.

Last week Cay ton's Weekly published
"The Triple Tragedy." Though, as bad as
it was, it ended well, and this week it is
the Shubuta lynchings, and if your blood
does not run cold on reading this latter
gruesome story, then it's because you have
ice water instead of hot human blood in
your veins. These blood curdling stories
(all true) pains to have to publish them
because we hate to have children read
them, but, for the good (we hope) of our
fellow man, we are almost compelled to

do so. The following, taken from the May
"Crisis," which was recently held up by
the postal authorities, doubtless because it
contained this and like articles under the
caption of "The Shubula(Mississippi)Lynch-
ings, is so nauseating that after reading it
you stop and wonder if the United States
is safe for democracy, in what country is it
unsafe. But here is the story:

On Friday night, December 20, four
Negroes—Andrew Clark, age 15; Major
Clark, age 20; Maggie Howze, age 20; and
Alma Howze, age 16, were taken from the
little jail at Shubuta, Mississippi, and
lynched on a bridge which spans the
Chickasawha River near the town. They

were suspected of having murdered a Dr.
E. L. Johnston, whom the papers stated was
"a- wealthy retired dentist." These were
the meagre facts as given in the press dis-
patches. The real facts in the case are as
follows:

Instead of being an old man. Dr. Johnson
was thirty-five years of age, a failure at
his profession and living at the time of the
lynchings on his father's farm, where he
had with him Maggie Howze whom he had
seduced and who was about to bear him a
child. On the same farm were Maggie's
sister Alma, also a victim of Johnson, and
two colored boys. Major and Andrew Clark,
who were working out a debt of their
father's to the Johnsons. Major Clark be-
gan going with Maggie and they planned
to marry. Dr. Johnson, hearing of this,
quarreled violently with Major Clark tell-
ing him to leave his woman alone. Matters
were at this point when the doctor was
killed early one morning near his barn.

It is common gossip about Shubuta that
the murder was committed by a white man
who had his grudge against Johnson and
who felt he could safely kill the dentist and
have the blame fall on the Negro. At any
rate, after subjecting the boy to extreme
torture, a confession was secured from
Major that he had committed the murder.
At this preparations for the lynchings
began.

Major and Andrew Clark, Maggie and
Alma Howze had all been arrested. After
Major's "confession" they were taken to
Shubuta for trial and placed in a little
jail there. The mob secured the keys of
the jail from the deputy sheriff in charge
of the place without trouble, took out the
prisoners, and drove them to the place
chosen for their execution, a little covered
bridge over the Chickasawha River. Four
ropes were produced and four ends were
tied to a girder on the under side of the
bridge, while the other four ends were made
into nooses and fastened securely around
the necks of the four Negroes, who were
standing on the bridge. Up to the last
moment the Negroes protested their inno-
cence and begged the mob not to lynch
them. Just as they were about to be killed,
Maggie ITowze screamed and fought, crying
out. "I ain't guilty of killing the doctor
and yon oughtn't to kill me." In order to
silence her cries one of the members of the
mob seized a monkey Avreneh and struck
her in the mouth with it. knocking her teeth
out. She was also hit across the head with
the same instrument, cutting a long gash.
The four Negroes, when the ropes had been
securely fastened about their necks, were
taken bodily by the mob and thrown over
the Bide of the bridge. The younger girl

and the two boys were killed instantly.
Maggie llowze, however, who was a strong

and vigorous young woman, twice caught
her self on the side of the bridge, thus
necessitating her being thrown over the
bridge three times. The third time this was
done, she died. In the town the next day,
members of the mob told laughingly of how
hard it had been to kill "that big black
Jersey woman."

The older girl of twenty was to have be-
come a mother in four months, while the
younger was to have given birth to a child
in two weeks. This sixteen-year-old pros-
pective mother was killed on Friday night
and at the time of her burial on Sunday
afternoon her unborn baby had not died—
one could detect its movements within her
womb.

A press despatch from Shubuta the day
after the lynching took place reads as
follows:

"The theory is advanced that the
lynchers acted because of the fact that the
next term of the court was not due to be
convened until next March. It is hinted
that the idea of the county being" forced to
care for and feed four self-confessed
assassins of a leading citizen might have
aroused the passion of the mob."

We add to this account of an American
lynching in 1919 an extract from Ambassa-
dor Sharp's account of German lynchings
in 1917:

"At Ham I was told by the mother o?
six children that her husband and two
daughters, one of the age of fifteen and
the other eighteen, had been carried away
by the Germans at the time of their evacua-
tion of the town, and upon remonstrating
she had been told that as an alternative she
might find their bodies in the canal in the
rear of her home. The same woman in-
formed that out of that town's population
several hundred people had been compelled
to accompany the Germans, nearly half or
whom were women and girls above fifteen
years of age."

DID YOU KNOW THAT

A Labor paper declares that the dawn of
a brigther day for Chattanooga working
men, both wihte and colored, is forecast in
the formation of a federated labor union
among the colored men of the city. Mem-
bership in the new organization is composed
of colored mechanics and helpers from the
various boiler and molding shops and other
industries. The new union enters the field
with a large membership, and with the un-
divided support and good wishes of the
organized white workers of Chattanooga.
Organization of the colored workingmen in
Chattanooga is in line with a movement
throughout the country which has gained
great impetus since the signing of the
armistice. In almost every city of the
country the colored man is being brought
to realize the meaning of unionism, and
white man and black man are standing
shoulder to shoulder for the advancement
of their common interests in the industrial
field.

Two Negro students from Boston, whose
names are kept secret, were tarred and
feathered by white students at the Univer-
sity of Maine in Orono, led through the
streets of the college town with halters
about their necks, and finally chased from
town, according to a New York "World"
special on the Ist. Both scholastic and
State authorities are trying to keep the
affair quiet. The Negroes had been ex-
pelled from the institution, after which
eighty white students invaded their rooms.
The two escaped down a rope ladder and
ran to Old Town, several miles away, pur-
sued by a yelling mob. When they were
caught, halters were placed around their
necks and they wei'e led back to near the
college campus, where the "tar and
feathers" had been prepared. Bystanders
made futile efforts to dissuade the white
students.

Municipal undertakings yielded the local
authorities of England and Wales, in the
year 1014-15. a surplus revenue (transferred
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in aid of rates) of £1,485,769. Details, as
given in a Blue Book just issued, arc as
follows: Electric light supply undertakings,
£228,14(>; gas supply undertakings,
£437,250; harbor, dock, pier, canal and quay
undertakings, £11,550; tramways and light
railway undertakings, £588,936; water
supply undertakings, £210,877; total,
£1, 485,759. Other receipts from these ser-
vices, not including receipts from public
rates, were £40,692,674.

To stimulate passenger traffic on the
railroads of this country, government offi-
cials will spend this season $1,000,000 in
advertising the scenic beauties of the dif-
ferent sections of this country.

So successful was the municipal lighting
plant of Chicope. Massachusetts for 1918
that the price of street lighting will he
reduced to 4 cents per kilowatt hour.

Japan has 2,700,000 acres of land for
reclamation and the financiers, aided by
the government officials, plan to raise
$15,000,000 for the work.

Denver, Colorado, has purchased the
privately owned water plant of thai city,
paying for the same $1:},922\8:W.

The government will take out $2,500,000
hail insurance on the wheat sewn in
Kansas and Oklahoma.

The winter wheat crop of this country
is estimated to he 900,000,000 bushels, the
largest in many years.

Within the past eighteen years the
number of farm tenants in Kansas has
increased 40 per cent.

Portland, Me., has a municipal fuel yard
that sells the best grades of coal at $10 per
ton.

Great Britain is to replant 200,000 acres
forest land at a cost of $17,000,000 for ten
years' maintenance.

Rev. J. B. Barber made a splendid fight
for the late Dr. Washington at the literary
Sunday afternoon.
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