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WINE AND WOMEN

Almost since the very foundation of
Seattle, wine and women have been her
besetting sin. She early became a seaport
town in whose harbor the "sails" of the
world anchored, which always gave to her
a cosmopolitan citizenship with more or less
money to "throw to the birds," and that
attracted large numbers of questionable
characters, male and female, from other
places, and the conglomeration delighted in
seeing the "wine" How as freely as did the
waters from the melting snows on the
mountain top down the rocky gorges to the
hay. Open saloons— gilded palaces of hell—
with men and women filling them to and
overflowing meant games of chance, more
crooked than curious, which begat crime of
all description from murder down. That
these places might operate unmolested these
outlaws became the makers and adminis-
trators of the laws and with them in full
control of the legal machinery, a premium
was placed upon crime and the price
therefor was collected by the official crim-
inals who gathered in the shekels from those
who profiteered from wine and women. So
steeped in this disease did Seattle become
that even after the state has "one bone dry
she is loath to give it up. As of yore there
seems to be about as much crookedness in
the official circles of Seattlel today as when
Clancy and Burns dictated the 1 naming of
all county and city officials. There is
hardly a week that passes, but there is a
big scandal in police circles exposed which
charges policemen with either open robbery
or public grafting. In other Avords. if re-
ports be true, the police stealing and graft-
ing are a hundredfold greater than the
salaries they draw. But a few days ago
it came to our ears how a sanitary inspector
was grafting from the Japanese and Chinese
thrice more than his salary amounted to.
And as in this, so all down the line, so jroes

the story. The fallen women are legitimate
prey for all who have to deal with them on
official business. Recently the sheriff's
office has been accused of working the wine
and women machine to the personal grain of
some of the deputies thereof, further demon-
strating that men seek to be elected to cer-
tain offices not so much for the salary
thereof, but for the opportunity to graft
from the moral perverts who bootleg wine
and from the women, who sell their virtue,
not so much for the price but for the oppor-
tunity of robbing the men who enter their
gilded parlors. Summing it all, the whole
situation is the result of so-called respect-
able men being money mad and will agree
to anything just to pet the money. Until
Seattle is regenerated and born again she
will ever be the breeding "round of thieves
and thugs and pimps and prostitutes.
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RE-TRY MOONEY

Organized labor all over this country is
practically a unit for a new trial for
Mooney, and in that the editor hereof and
organized labor are quite in accord. We,
however, have reached the same conclusion
as has it by a reasoning process just the
opposite to that of organized labor. We
believe Mooney should have a new trial
because we seriously doubt the veracity of
the state's chief witness, and since the state
lias foui" other counts on which, if con-
victed, just as severe punishment could bo
imposed as the one on which hi1 lms already
been convicted, why not give him to benefit
of the doubt.' Viewing the conviction
from the witness standpoint the doubt is in
Mooney's favor, and for that reason he
should be given in a new trial. Despite our
advocacy of a new trial for Mooney, yet
we believe him absolutely guilty of all lie
has been charged, but believing is not
knowing, and it takes facts to convict any-
one charged with crime. Organized labor,
on the other hand, wants Mooney to have
a new trial because many of the members
thereof believe him to be innocent, while
still others, chiefly the leaders, whether
guilty or innocent, think the state will not
be able to prove him guilty, even if he is
and thus will another red-handed murderer
escape just punishment, and organized labor
will have struck another deadly blow at
the government fabric and get away with
it. Organized labor is purely seltish, basing
its conclusions on "fJod bless me and my
wife, my son John and his wife, us four
and no more." Every man should have a
fair and impartial trial before a jury of his
peers and this we do not believe Mooney
has had, hence our advocacy of a new trial
for him.

Because the war is over is no reason why
Eugene V. Debs should not pay the penalty
for breaking the law. just the same as if the
war was raging. He stuck- a knife into the
back of Uncle Sam while he was being
attacked by the 1 Inns in front, and that is
always the act of a dirty coward, and. who
is guilty of it merits no consideration.
Debs does not claim to have not had a
fail' and impartial trial as does Mooney, but
thinks he ought to be pardoned because he
at one time was a rather important person-
age and the war being over wants bygones
to be forgotten.

THE GRAND JURY

At no calling of a grand jury in the
history of King County was there so emin-
ent need of it as at present, and if the
grand jury now in session docs not indict
upwards of two hundred Seattle citizens
then there is either nothing in that old
saying. ''Where there is so much smoke
there is bound to be some fire." or the
grand jury will of itself have reasons for
not indicting the many whom Madam
Rumor has already convicted. The work
of grand jurors in King County in past
years has not stood the test before trial
jurors, but let's hope that the present in-
quisitorial body will free itself from sickly
sentiment and political polly-wash and will
hew to the lines, lotting' the chips fall
where they will or may.

Either the police department of Seattle
has been sadly maligned or many of the
members thereof are guilty of heinous crime
and the jury should make a searching in-
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quiry of their official conduct and lei nol
one niiilly one escape.

hi county official circles, too, ni.iny
charges and recharges have been made,
which reflected upon the integrity of the
officials ;ind in some instances even <|iies-
tioned their honesty, and this, too, should
be carefully talked over, and if the facts
warrani it lei the jury cause the accused
to be arrested, hauled before the superior
court and ivied. Seattle is no longer a
robber's roost and it's high time to rid the
community of such characters, who think it
is. by sending them to the penitentiary.
Once on a time officials had to soft peddle
any reforms necessary for the good of the
community, but if that used to be the caper
it don't uo now, because the political future
of no one is dependent upon political bosses
and back room wire-pullers. The present
grand jury is free to make ;is searching an
inquire as it sees fit and the bludgeon of no
politico! machine hangs over its head.

EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS

It is vcr.v unfortunate thai the voters
of Seattle have .seen fit to continue Olivet'
Erickson a member of the City Council,
who is always against every municipal
measure thai does not eminate in Erickson's
effeminate brain. If it be possible for a
man to be ;i "granny," then Erickson
comes nearer fitting the bill than any other
man known 1o the Northwest. His repeated
election to the position of city councilman
must be due to his peculiarity rather than
his popularity. Recently he journeyed all
the way to Tacoma to belittle Seattle, and,
to be perfectly plain, in our opinion flatly
lie about the street cat' system of Seattle.
When we remember that Erickson has been
repeatedly elected to a seat in the City
Council by the people and the same people
voted for the purchase of the street ear
system, then we rise to remark. "What fools
we mortals be."

Had not Ruth Garrison murdered Mis.
Storrs she and Dug in* all human prob-
ability, would still be living in open shame,
and the prosecuting attorney of Okanogan
county would be bowing and crutching to
Ifuth as if she were a veritable Virgin
Mary, but no sooner did she come under
Hie limelight than both she and her para-
mour at once became dangerous criminals.
Had both Ruth and Dug been sent to jail
for criminal cohabitation the next day after
they landed in Okanogan and registered as
man and wife, the stale would have been
spared the disgrace that this brace of
wretches has heaped upon her. What ;i

pity the keys to their cells could not be lost
and never found.

Despite the fact that 1. W. W. organiza-
tions throughout the United Stales have
endeavored 1o do all within their power to
bring about a state of chaos among the law-
abiding citizens hereof, yet they have made
little or no headway in that direction, and
we very much doubt if it will help matters
along so far as they are concerned to add
to their numbers a million more I. W. W.s
recruited from the ranks of colored men
and women. When T. W. W. is interpreted
T Will Work instead of I Won't Work, then
there may be a chance of labor adjusting
its misunderstandings and financial differ-
ences with capital.

Most any fool can buy ten cents worth
of chuck steak for thirty cents these days.


