
THE SCANDI NAVIAN AMERICAN

International Cooperation---
In Practical Application

estly and urgently. It is my pro-
found conviction that whatever we
may lose as a geographical unit.
we shall gain as members of the
great family of freedom-loving na-.
tions.

At the recent International Civil Aviation Conference in
Chicago something happened which seems to have a bearing
not only on that particular conference, but also on the whole

field of future cooperation between the nations of the world.
On the day before the adjournment of the Conference the

52 delegations had elected 20 members of an Interim Council
which will take care of international civil aviation matters
until, within a few years, a permanent council can be organ-
ized. Norway had been given a seat on the Interim Council
as the representative of the Scandinavian countries.

At the same time India had received a considerable number
of votes. but not enough to secure a place on the Council.

“Mr. President, with your per-
mission. may I ask the unanimous

This was the cause of much re-

gret and even resentment among
the various delegations, and there

was a danger that this might in-

terfere with the Conference end-
ing on that note of harmony
among the freedom-loving nations
which today is essential to the
future of the world.

“But the great goal can be
reached only by doing full justice
to each other. even when justice
requires what may seem like in-
dividual sacrifice.

“I would like to add that the
delegates of Sweden, and of Ice-
land, as well as the Minister of
Denmark, whose countries form
the region of which Norway would
consider itself the representative
on the Council, have declared
themselves eager to join me in
this proposal.

“However, as the resignation of
Norway would mean that the
countries of Europe represented on
the Council would be reduced from
6 to 5, I feel I owe it also to my
colleagues from the other Euro-

pean countries to ask for their
approval. and I do so very earn-

Wilhelm Morgenstleme
Ambusaador of Norway

The Norwegian delegation felt
that in'the interest of the Con~
ference, as well as of intemational
cooperation in general, action
would have to be taken without
delay. Some concrete gesture had
to be made in order to emphasize
that true international cooperation
is not possible if every nation does

not stand ready. whenever the cir-

cumstances require, to make con-

cessions in the interest of all.

consent of the Conference to per-
mit India, who was number 6 as
far as votes are concerned for
Category B, to take the place of
Norway on the Interim Council of
the International Civil Aviation
Organization."

Ambassador Morgenstlerne's
statement was received with pro-
longed applause, whereupon the
delegate from Cuba arose and
asked Norway to withdraw its of-
fer. as he felt that it would not
be right that the Scandinavian
countries should remain unrepre-

At the opening of the last meet-

ing of the Conference. Ambassa-
dor Wilhelm Morgenstierne, chair-

man of the Norwegian delegation,
asked to be recognized and made
the following statement:

"After the most earnest consider.
ation and without having had op—-
portunity to consult my Govern-
ment, I have taken it upon my-
self to make the following state-

ment to this Conference.
“At our plenary session yester‘

day, we elected 20 members of the
council of the International Civil
Aviation Organizatioon. As an in-
cident of that election. most cer-
tainly unintended, the great Em-

pire of India did not obtain a
seat in the Council. I believe that

there is unanimous regret among
my colleagues that India. who was

a. runner up in Category B. did
not make the grade.

“It is quite unnecessary for me

to point out the just claims of

India to be represented in our
Executive body. Her geographical
position, her population of almost
four hundred million people, the
facilities offered by her to inter-
national air routes, all make it
not only just. but also a matter

of common interest to us all that
a representative of India should
take his place on our Council.

“In order to make this possible.
I shall place at the disposal of
this Conference the seat of the
Council to which yesterday you
graciously elected Norway. 1 do so
not unmindful of the great honor

which you bestowed upon my
country and for which we are
deeply and sinCz-rely grateful. I
do it wholly unsolicited and on
my own initiative and responsi-
bility. I do it in the earnest be-

lief that my Government will ap-
prove my action.

“There are occasions when one
has to act independently and take
indivxduai responsibility. I want
to say frankly to this conference
that tn my mind there is not a
thing in the world today which
is half so important as interna-
tional cooperation and goodwill.
The alternative to this is too ter-

ribli even to contemplate. The
pear-e. the future. the very exist-
vnee of coming generations. is
dependent upon our getting to-
gether in a spirit of real under-
standing and human brotherhood.
Any immediate advantage which
any of us might secure is indeed
of little avail compared to the
fundamental gain and blessing of
nations truly united.
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sented on the Council. He offered

instead to place Cuba's seat at the

disposal of India. Mr. Morgen-

stierne thanked Cuba. for its gen-

erous attitude and emphasized that

he had, of course, been prepared
to take the full consequences of
his action. As, however, Norway's
withdrawal would mean that Eu-
rope would get only 5 seats on
the Council as against 7 seats for
Latin America, he considered it
to be in the interest of an equita-
ble distribution of the seats that
Norway should withdraw its mo-
tion in favor of the fine suggestion
which Cuba had made. By so do-
ing Europe and Latin America
would each get 6 seats on the
Council.

The result was that India was
elected in Cuba's place, and this
outcome was greeted enthusiasti-
cally by the Conference. The dele-
gates of India as well as of the
United States and of the United
Kingdom expressed their warm
thanks to Cuba and Norway, and
the general sentiment of the Con-
ference seemed to be that by this
exercise of practical international
cooperation an example had been
set for the great venture of com-
mon action which lies ahead for
the world.
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Swedish Scientist May
Have Found "Mother
Substance" of Polio

STOCKHOLM, Dec. — (By wire-
less)——Three Swedish scientists,
who previously have made exten-
sive and successful research in the
‘fight against infantile paralysis,
lreport that they have found a

virus-lil‘e albuminous substance in
‘the bowels and the lymphatic
glands of mice which is identical
with poli virus. The scientists are
Professor The Svedberg of Uppsala
University, who won the Nobel
Prize in Chemistry in 1926; Pro-
fessor Arne Tiselius also of Upp-
sala, and Dr. Sven Gard, promin-
ent bacteriologist. In normal cases,
they announce, this substance is
inactive and harmless and very
common. It may, however, consti-
tute the “mother substance" of
real virus, causing disease when
‘unknown factors, possibly another
:infection, changes its character.
,The discovery is said to open new
sensational possibilities for infan-
1tile paralysis research.

1 The announcement was published
1in a report to the King Gustaf

‘80th Anniversary Fund. which has
appropriated 1.350.000 kronor
(about $335,000) for the next three
years for research work in this
field. (On the occasion of King
Gustaf‘s 80th birthday. June 16,

i1938. a fund amounting to 4,000.-
:‘000 kronor, or about $1,000,000.
iawas collected among Swedes at

home and abroad and was present-

Eed to the King, who decided it

1should be used to combat infantile
paralysis and rheumatic diseases.)

Fred I'liort Receives
Medical Discharge

Mrs. Hilda C. Hjort, 328 N.
102nd St, Seattle, reports that.
her son, Fred. has been given a.
medical discharge from the army.


