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FTER having been stabbed by 
Brutus, and immediately pre
ceding his death, Julius Caesar, 
in one of the most intensely 
dramatic scenes ever enacted 
upon the stage of real life, said: 

"I have provided for every
thing in my life excepting death, and now, 
alas! I am to die, though entirely unpre
pared." 

How different were the last dying words 
of George Washington: "It is well!" 

Both were great, as the world measures 
greatness, but when the curtain fell their 
last Words revealed, as nothing^lse so forc
ibly could, the relative merits of their 
earthly deeds to true greatness. 

Washington retired from the presiden
tial chair on the 4th of March, 1797. His 
death-occurred on the-'Hth of December, 
1799. These nearly three years of his life 
were spent happily and peacefully at his 
beautiful Mount Vernon home, superin
tending his large estates and enjoying a 
health that promised a lease of life far be-
yoa„ the 68 years that were allotted to him. 

- It was his usual custom to ride over his 
estate each day to look after the work that 
was being done by his slaves. He was doing 
so on the 12th of December, 1799. A driz
zling rain, turning into 'snow, was falling 
and he returned home late in the afternoon, 
shivering with cold, but sat down-to his 
dinner without changing his clothes. The 
next morning he had a slight' cold and re
mained in the house until late in the after
noon, when he again rode over his farm, 
returning quite hoarse. He-refused, how
ever, to comply with Mrs. Washington's 
suggestion.' to take a remedy, saying: 

"You know I never take anything to car
ry off a.cold. Let it go as it came." 

He passed the evening as usual, reading, 
writing letters and conversing with his fam
ily, and at his accustomed hour retired to 
bed. About two o'clock the next morning 
he awoke in an ague chill and. was seriously 
ill. At'sunrise his physician, Dr. Craig, 
was sent for. He lived some miles away 
and it was 11 o'clock before he arrived at 
the house. Two other physicians were also 
called, but, despite their efforts, Wash-
ingt'on's condition continued to grow" 
worse. His. sufferings from the inflamma
tion of his throat and the1 struggling for 
breath were severe. He knew that death 
was approaching, but he retained Tiis com
posure. He spoke to his wife about busi
ness affairs and to others about his funeral, 
examined his will, and destroyed some pa-x 
pers which he did not wish preserved. 
About four o'clock in the afternoon he said 
to Dr. Craig: 

"Doctor, I am going to die, but I am not 
afraid to go. I believed from iny first at
tack that I should not survive it. My 
breath cannot last\long." 

About six o'clock his physician asked 
him if he did not wish to sit up in bed. He 
held out his hand and was raised up on 
his pillow, when he said: 

"I feel that I am going. I thank you for 

country would be the conspicuous feature. 
Blended with it, in harmonious coloring, 
would be honesty, nobility, spotless integ
rity, and all those elements of character 

,.which go to make up true manhood. 
Washington, it is true, did not have to 

struggle with poverty, as so many of our 
Americans who have attained greatness 
have done, for his parents were wealthy 
for the times in which he lived." But this 
wealth did not, as is so generally the case, 
fasten upon him idle and dissolute habits. 
From the beginning of his career until its 
close his life was'a busy and active one, free 
from vices of every kind. - Indeed, Wash
ington's morality has ever been held up as 
an example for the youth, and even the 
mousing historian has failed in his attacks 
upon it. 

Washington enjoyed" all the substantial 
comforts and the advantages of a good 
education, and, at the age of 16, left home 
and school to engage in the occupation of 
civil engineering and surveying, which at 
that time, when the country was a path
less forest and infested by Indians, was a 
calling filled with hardships and besqt with 
perils. He followed it for three years. 
Then hostilities with the Indians began and 
the government appointed him a major in 
the army sent to operate against them. 
Shortly after this the American war be
tween France and England, over claims to 
territory, broke out and Washington, es
pousing the cause of his mother country, 
was commissioned a colonel. The war last
ed ~f our years and at its close, then only 28 
years of age, he returned to his home at 
Mount Vernon with an enviable reputation 
as a military officer, and for 15 years de
voted himself to the farming of his estates. 

Then came the war of the revolution and 
he was called from this happy home to take 
the position of confiiiiander in chief of the 
American armies. A thousand pens have 
told the-sitory of his career in that strug
gle, for bur independence as a nation. For 
seven long .years he endured hardship and 
suffered privation, gave freely of his for
tune, and separated himself from the en
dearments of tome. When at last the vic
tory came and the new government under 
the constitution' was launched, the people 
attested their appreciation of the value of 
his services and the confidence they had in 
his wisdom by calling him, with a unani
mous voice, to rule over the new nation 
as its first president. He remained in the 
executive chair for two terms of four 
years each when he once more returned to 
his home, which he loved so well and the 
comforts of which he had enjoyed so little 
during his long, perilous, eventful and 
busy public, career. 

and offered his mother hia arm and in a 
few moments they left for their home,-bat. 
in telling the story Mrs. Hamilton, in her 
memoirs, adds: "We must, however, not' 
fail to record that after he had seen 'tis 
mother home, he returned to the reception 
and spent the remainder of the evening;'' 

The wife of Washington, to whom lje was 
married when he was 27 years of nge, had 
been Mrs. Martha Custis, a young widow 
of great wealth and beauty. She hstTlarided 
estates at the time of her marriage that 
were valued at $100,000, with "an incnm-
brance" of two children. Washington, be
fore that, was wealthy. The beautiful estate 
of Mount Vernon had descended to him by 
inheritance. After his marriage he enlarged 
his home mansion, embellished the grounds, 
and made considerable additions, by pur-
chase, to ihe estate, which consisted of 
8,000 acres, 4,000, of which were tilled, the 
remainder being in wood and uncultivated 
land. His occupation was that of a large 
planter, raising, wheat and tobacco. The 
wheat was ground on the estate and shipped 
for sale. The tobacco was sent to gland, 
from which then almost every article of 
domestic use was imported.- This was the 
beautiful home and the^appy, independent 
life he left to fight tne battles for the 
struggling colonies.- ' 

Martha Washington was a noble Chris
tian woman, refined and educated, and she 
ever exercised over him an influence that 
was helpful and good. When he parted 
with her to take command of the army ip 
the revolutionary war, she said: "This is 
a sorrowful day for me, but your country 
needs you and you must go. My morning 
and evening prayers will be that Gpd will 
watch over and protect you and return youj 
when victory is won, safely to mei." Ahd! 

that God of the nations, who was with the 
colonies in their unequal struggle, for in
dependence, answered her prayers. 

provincials, who were in the rear, took to 
.'the trees to cover the retreat of the Brit
ish regulars, and poured such a swift and 
unerring fire upon the enemy that 
checked pursuit and allowed what was left 
of the army to escape in safety. This was 
regarded at the time as a great military 
feat, and "Braddock's defeat" rang 
through the land as "Washington's vic
tory." . 

The. war of the revolution, however, 
brought out his highest abilities as a com
mander and displayed his true military 
genius. No man of ancient or modern 
times was ever called to a more difficult 
task. The whole population of the united 
American colonies did not exceed 3,000,000. 
England was the mistress of_ the seas and 
the strongest military power on the globe. 
The men in her armies were trained to 
war and had every equipment for war that 
wealth could purchase. The little band of 
colonists which stepped forth to meet this 
giant had neither training, supplies, fleets 
or military resources. The odds'in the en
counter were fearfully against us, and no 
one knew it better than George Washing
ton. Defeat meant ruin to him, and, per
haps, ignominious death on the scaffold. 
But sublimely he stepped forth and ac
cepted the responsibilities of the post. 

NOT HIS FIRST LOVE 

'k -But Martha Custis, this lov.ing, devoted 
wife, was not his first love. The heart of 
Washington had been won before he gave 
it to her. This other love was a Miss Bet-
tie Fantleroy. She was the daughter of 
William Fantleroy, a wealthy Virginia 
planter, at whose home he had frequently 
visited during the .time he was engaged in 
surveying. It would seem from what bi
ographers " have been able to gatfier Con
cerning this love romance of the first presi
dent that Miss Fantleroy had not been 
favorably impressed with Washington as 
a lover and that she had refused his offer 
of marriage. 

At that time Washington was 20 years 
old. His active, out-of-door surveyor's 

prove. One of these, although a slavehold
er himself, was the recognition of slavery. 
He. had fought for national liberty under a 
banner which, jn the declaration of inde
pendence, had declared tha$ "all men are 
born freehand equal." With Adams and 
Jefferson he believed that the corner stone 
of the new republic should be equal rights 
under the la* for all men, with no recog
nized aristocracies or .peculiar rights for 
certain classes or races. It was to this 
nnforturiate compromise that he alluded 
when he wrote: 

"There are some things in this form, I 
will readily acknowledge, which never did,. 

MET ALL RESPONSIBILITIES 

History tells us how he met these re 
sponsibilities—how he transferred the raw 
militia into the trained veterans; how, 
with miserably meager resources at his 
command, he struggled to equip, clothe, 
feed and maintain them.; how for ten long 
months he entrenched Boston and, with
out a single battle, so harassed the enemy 
that he compelled them to evacuate the 
city; how for many weary weeks, with only 
12,000 half starved troops, poorly clad and 
equipped, he held the city of New York 
against force four times his own numbers 
and at last, having been compelled to evac
uate it, he crossed over into the Jerseys, 
pursued by the. enemy, when he suddenly 
turned on them at Trenton and Princeton, 
amidst a storm of wind and snow, gained 
the two most brilliant victories of the war, 
and drove the British from the state;: how, 
with men whose shoeless feet stained the 
snow in crimson red, he passed the winter 
at Valley Forge and in the spring defeated 
the foe at Monmouth; and how in the suc
ceeding years of the war he endured, hard
ship and suffered privation, sacrificed his 
own fortune and separated himself from 
the endearments of home, manfully and 
heroically bore up in defeat without losing 
courage or hope and turned these reverses 
in the end into glorious victory for his 

MOTHER AND WIFE 

In the two great influences which have 
so much to do with the shaping of the lives 
of men—mother and wife—Washington was 
peculiarly blessed. The Woman who guided 
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your attention. You had better not take 
sny more trouble about me, but let me go 
off quietly. I cannot last long." 

He men sank back on his pillow and 
made several unsuccessful attempts- to 
speak. About ten(o'clock in the evening he 
motioned to those around him to approach 
his bedside and said feebly: 

"I am just going. Have me decently 
buried, and do not let my body be placed iiu 
the'graVe^ntil three days after I am dead. 
Do you understand?" To the reply, "Yes, 
sir," he answered: "It is well."-" These 
were his last words, and soon afterwards 
he who was "th6 Father of His Country," 
apd "first in war, first in peacc, and first in 
the hearts of his countrymen," breathed 
his hist. 

A PICTURE OK PATRIOTISM 

To give a biography of Washington would 
lie to paint a picture of patriotism itself, 
it would be a picture in which devotion to 

' •  • •  .  . . . . .  

hi3 footsteps~.during his tender years and 
whose influence followed him in his after 
life was a model mother. Kind, loving, de
voted and watchful, she instilled into the 
mind of her son the principles of Christian 
religion and molded a character that the 
vices of" his times could not corrupt. He 
attributed to her early training much of 
the success that came to him during the 
eventful career through which Providence 
led.him. A nation's homage gat hers around 
the memory of Washington's mother and 
her name is written in history. 

As illustrative of the influence that bis 
mother had over "him, Mrs. Alexander Ham
ilton says that while Washington was in 
the meridian of bis fam^ a brilliant recep
tion was given one evening in his honor at 
Fredericksburg, Va. When the church bells 
sounded the hour of nine Lady AVashing-
ton, his mother, arose, and walking across 
the room to where her son was engaged in 
conversation with a party of gentlemen, 
said: "Come, George, it is nine o'clock? It 
is time to go home." Washington turned 
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life had probably made his personal ap
pearance such as would not attract a young 
lady of Miss Fantleroy's mold, although 
his manners were refined, courteous and 
gentle, and his address that of an educated 
gentleman. He is described as being six 
feet two inches in height, broad shouldered, 
and weighing 200 pounds. He was,tre
mendously large muscled. It is said that 
he wore a No. 13 boot and that.he could 
not buy gloves large enough to fit his big 
hands. His hair, was a chestnut brown, 
his eheeks were prominent, and his head 
was not large in comparison to every other 
part of his body. Added to all this he was 
awkward and "was an enormous cater." 
This was a description of him when he was 
a young man. Of course, bis personal ap
pearance changed when he grew older. Had 
Miss Fantleroy seen him in his later years, 
and known the fame to which he would 
arise, she might probably have given a dif
ferent answer. 

AS A MILITARY HERO 

Unlike most of the great military com
manders of history, Washington was not 
trained to the manual of arms. He was 
not a professional soldier, as were Alexan
der the Great, Julius Caesar, Hannibal, 
Napoleon and Grant. When his country 
called him to battle with its foes he was 
engaged in civil pursuits. He dropped 
these to enter its service, and when its 
wars were over he laid aside the sword and 
returned to the avocation^ of the civilian.: 
And yet Washington as a general takes 
rank with those military heroes who made 
martialism their life business. 

In the hostilities with the Indians, when 
he acted as a major, and in the war with 
France, when he was a colonel, be displayed 
skill, courage, coolness and all those ele
ments which mark a born leader of men in 
time of war. One instance showing this in 
a high degree occurred during the war with 
France, when he was a colonel in Gen. 
Braddock's army. The lack of caution on 
the part of this British officer during the at
tempt to accomplish the reduction of Fort' 
Duquesne led his army into an ambush the 
Indian allies of the French' had planned, 
and, while they were marching1 through 
the forests unmindful of danger, like the 
burst of a storm from the cloudless sky-
came the roar of musketry and the draining 
of bullets. No foe was to be seen; yet 
every tree, concealed a lurking savage and 
over every stone was pointed a hostile rifle. 
Braddock and hundreds of his brave men 
fell in death. Half the army gone, the re
mainder broke in wild confusion and fled. 
Washington, familiar with Indian warfare 
and tactics, with his regiment of 400 

armies. With the meager resources at his 
command and the powerful foe he faced, 
it is doubtful if any other soldier general 
in history could have accomplished what he 
did. Could Alexander, could HannibaJ, 
could Napoleon, could Wellington? With 
all due deference to the great abilities of 
the revered military -commander who de
feated Lee and won Appomattox, could 
Grant? And then his consideration for the 
feelings, the wounded' pride, of that de
feated foe! At Yorktown came the clos
ing scenes of the long and bloody struggle, 
and Cornwallis, surrounded by the Amer
icans, was compelled to surrender to Wash
ington. As the British were marching from 
their entrenchments to lay down their 
arms, Washington thus addressed his vic
torious and exulting troops: 

"My Brave Fellows—Let no sensation of 
satisfaction for the victory you have won 
induce you to insult the enemy. Let no 
shouting, no clamorous huzzaing in
crease their mortification. Posterity will 
huzza for us." 

This virtually ended the war, and the fol
lowing season not an armed British sol
dier was treading American soil. The 
yoke of England," that had so long op
pressed the colonists, had been lifted from 
their necks. , 

WASHINGTON IN CIVIL LIFE 

The independence of the colonies having 
been secured, the great problem whicti 
faced the new nation was the formation of 
a constitution which would harmonize the 
conflicting views of the leading men from 
the different colonies, who were clamoring 
for certain reserved rights of local adminis
tration, and which would, at the same time, 
give to the general government a central
ized power'that would meet its wants and 
needs and enable it to take its stand, equal 
in efficiency and endurance, among the 
other great nations of the earth. 

A convention was called to consider this 
momentous question. It met at Philadel
phia. in 1787. Washington was sent as a 
delegate from Virginia and by a unanimous 
vote wjw placed in the presiding officer's 
chair. The .result was the present consti
tution of the United States (excepting the 
amendments). It created a nation with 
supreme powers for all the purposes of gen
eral government, but it left With the states, 
as state governments leave with cities and 
towns, those minor questions of local gov
ernment and law which our forefathers 
thought the states could best solve for 
themselves. 

There .were some provisions in Vne com-
BtwnUe which Washington did, not ap

would learn if it accords with the ruiet of 
your church to admit communicants of 
other denominations at your table?" * 

"Certainly," was the reply, "ours is not 
the Presbyterian table, bnt the Lord's 
table, and we give the Lord's invitation to 
all His followers of whatever name." 
^ "I am glad of it," the general responded, 

e that is as it should be. I propose to join 
with you on that occasion. Though a 
member of thtf Church of England, I hav> 
no exclusive pairtialities." 

The pastor reassured him of a cordia 
welcome, and on th'e next Sabbath day thi 
war-worn veteran, with several of his offi 

WASHINGTON'S HEADQUARTERS AT. VAJ.LEY FORGE. 

and. I am-, persuaded, never will, obtain my 
cordial, approbation. But I did then con
ceive, and I do now firmly believe, that, in 
the aggregate, it is the best constitution 
that can. be obtained in- this epoch, and 
that this- or a dissolution awaits our choice. 
It is the only alternative." 

As president Washington gave many 
evidences of his ability as a public civil of
ficial. Ho had not the scholarism of Jef
ferson and some of. the earlier presidents, 
but he had clear judgment, keen foresight,, 
incorruptible integrity,, and a common 
sense way. of looking at and deciding mat
ters that seldom, led him into error. The. 
public questions that arose during his ad
ministration were new and perplexing. 
Wiiether he was advised as much as our 
later presidents were the records do not 
disclose. One thing, however, is certain, 
he did not have the help of the newspapers 
in his decisions of tangled problems as 
much as the later-day presidents have had. 
Some of his executive acts were criticised, 
but as time removed the prejudices then 
existing and threw greater light on affairs, 
the acts he perfoimed and the opinions he 
expressed and held have proven, in the 
main, to have been correct. His public 
services as president were devoid of self
ishness and ambitious motives, free from 
party prejudice?, and prompted by mo
tives that he believed to be for tile best 
interests of the nation. 

PURITY OF CHARACTER 

In purity of character and freedom from 
vices of every kind, Washington stands as 
a modiel: for. American youthr-llis reply to 
his indignant father, whose impetuous na
ture was aroused by the apparent wan-
toness of the cutting of his favorite cherry-
tree: "Father, I cannot tell a lie; I cut the 
tree," was a striking symbolical illustra
tion of the development in boyhood of the 
character of his manhood. During the war 
with France, when Washington was a 
colonel, in, the British army, many of the 
men in his regiment of provincials were 
frontiersmen, coarse and wicked and pro
fane. He abhorred the vice of swearing 
and, determined to break it up, issued the 
following official order: 

"Col. Washington has observed that the 
men of his regiment are very profane and 
reprobate. He takes this opportunity to 

^inform- th^n of his great displeasure at 
• such practices, and assures them. that, if 
they do not leave them off they shall be 
severely punished. The officers are 'de
sired, if they hear any man swear or make 
use of any oath or execration, to order the 
offender 25; lashes immediately, without, a 
court-martial. For a sccond offense- he 
shall be more severely punished." 

So prevalent were profanity and vulgar-, 
ity in the army during the first year of the 
revolutionary war that in 1780 he issued the 
following notice to his- soldiers a.t New 
York: 

"The general of- the- army is sorry to, be 
informed tha.t the- foolish and distasteful, 
practice of swearing is growing in fashion-. 

cers, was among the communicants at the 
church. 

WASHINGTON'S WEALTH 

It is probable that at his death Wash
ington was worth $530,000. The late Paul 
Leicester Ford, in hi3 excellent work, "The 
True George Washington," puts it at that 
sum. This did not include the property 
that his wife brought on their marriage, 
which is estimated' at $100,000. Washing
ton always insisted that she should retain 
that in her name, nor did it include the $20,-
000 which the death of Patsy Custis in 
1773 added to the estates. He was, there-, 
fore, one of the wealthiest men of his' 
time, for then ^ealth was not so much 
centralized as it is now. 

Ilis hand, however, was a charitable one. 
He gave freely of his wealth to deserving 
causes and expended large sums towards 
maintenance of the army during the revo
lutionary war, as well as contributing to 
the support of the provisional government. 
John Adams, in one of hia moods of jeal
ousy toward Washington, once asked: 
"Would Washington have been commander 
of the army or president of the United 
States if lie had not married the widow of 
rich Mr. Custis?" He undoubteuiy would, 
for he had achieved military fame before 
the revolutionary war cloud came over the 
land and had proven his fitness. While he 
was wealthy, he gave of that wealth for his 
country's need in its darkest hours and 
such cynical questions cannot tarnish his 
fame or patriotism. 

Illustrative of this willingness on his 
part to sacrifice his wealth to his country's 

.good is this instance: In 1781 the British 
were inarching through Virginia and car
rying on a general system of plunder and 
devastation. They laid Richmond in ashes 
and ascended the Chesapeake and the Po
tomac, landing at Mount Vernon, Wash
ington's home. ^To save the mansion from 
flames and pillage, the manager of the es
tate furnished the army with an abundance 
of supplies. When Washington heard of it 
he was much displeased and wrote his 
agent aa-follows: 

"It would have been a less painful cir
cumstance to me to have heard that, in con
sequence of your refusal to comply with 
their request, they had burned my house 
and laid the plantation in ruins." 

HIS PLACE IS SECURE 

It was not his public life and services 
alone that have given to Washington the 
commanding position he holds in the af
fections of the American people. His per
sonal character, his unimpeachable integ
rity, th# purity of his mptives, and the 
tenor of his^ whole private life have had 
much to do with it. He was able to be
come first in the hearts of his countrymen 
because he deserved this distinction, and 
because by his honor and truth, his wisdom 
and. judgment, he rose above the intrigues 
of the selfish and jealous men and tha-turr 
moil of party passion and pointed the wa^ 
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He hopes that the officers will, by example 
as well as by influence, endeavor to cheek 
it, and that both they and the men will re
flect that we can have little hope of the 
blessings of Heaven on our aims if we in
sult it by impiety. Added io this, it and 
profanity are vices so mean and low, with
out any temptation, that everyone of sense 
and character detests and despises them. 
The general hopes.that every officer and 
man will endeavor to live and act as be
comes a Christian soldier." 

During his army life Washington did not 
forget or neglect his religious duties. His 
morning and evening prayers were always 
offered, and, whenever possible, he oi. 
served the other means of divine grace. At 
one time, when the army was encamped 
near Morristown, N. J., he called on liev. 
Dr. Jones, the pastor of the Presbyterian 
church at that town, and said: "-Doctor, 
I understand tb&t the Lord's ivpper is to 
be celebrated with you nest Sunday. J. 

to national strength in national,righteous
ness. 

The acts of no man in iwbli« life have 
been free Atom criticism; n«r his his char
acter remained unassaile.d» but; fewer of 
these shafts have been tarned qq;Washing-
ton thaoi on other men who hare-held such 
high positions of trust and honor; but theys 
cannot dim the luster that lias.'gathered 
around his name or detract frointhe rever
ence in which he * held by every patriotic 
American. No better , evidence-of the es
teem in which he was held by his contem
poraries could be'-given than the ,fact that 
the public observance of his bijfhday be
gan during bi« lifetime. This has been truq 
of no other American. And th^ anniver
sary of his birth is the only "miin's birth
day" made a legal holiday by .tins nation. 
Whatever other, names have come c# may 
corse up for honor and reverence, that ol 
Washington is «ecure as the first in th« 
Hall q( Fame, franij in&mWR 


