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(fur Part in Feeding the Nation 

FIRE PROTECTION FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES. 
(Special Information Service, United States Department of Agriculture.) 
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On* of the Best Types of Fire Cart for Rural Use. 

FIRE COMPANIES 
AMONG FARMERS 

Become Members of Voluntary 
Organizations With All the 

Necessary Equipment. 
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PLANNED BY COUNTY AGENTS 
Estimated That Quarter of Million 

Dollars' Worth of Grain Was 
Saved Last Year—Wider Field 

of Usefulness Seen. 

A smoke smudge on the horizon in 
the country no longer means certain 
and complete loss. 

At least, this is true in 15,000 square 
miles of California where 6,000 farm
ers have enlisted in rural fire com
panies, equipped with trailer fire 
carts, stationed at strategic points and 
ready to meet the fire peril when it 
appears. The plan was developed by 
the county agricultural agents, in co
operation with the forest service of 
the United States department of agri
culture, and it is estimated that a 
quarter of a million dollars' worth of 
grain was saved through it during the 
summer of 1918. The plan was de
vised for the purpose of reducing 
losses In grain fields and on grass 
l -ages, but department of agriculture 
specialists believe it might be given a 
much wider field of usefulness in the 
protection of practically all kinds of 
farm property from loss by fire. 

Under the California plan the 
county farm bureau becomes the cen
tral fire protection agency. A local 
fire company was formed at each com
munity farm bureau center, and the 
members pledged themselves to re
spond instantly to the call of fire. 
Each community elected a "fire boss," 
who was commissioned as a deputy 
state fire warden, and a "fire dis
patcher," whose duty it is to remain 
at the telephone during fires to give 
Information and obtain help. 

Trailers Carry Equipment. 
| In most of the communities a two-
I wheeled trailer fire cart was obtained. 
• These trailers are of simple construc-
f tlon, may be attached to any automo

bile, and are completely equipped with 
chemical fire extinguishers, water 
cans filled with wet sacks, with forks 
and shovels, and with a container for 
drinking water for the fire fighters. 
The trailer is kept at the cross roads 
or other most accessible point in the 
community, and the first automobile 
passing on the way to a fire hitches 
to the trailer and takes it.along. Out 
of the 366 rural fire companies organ
ized in California last year, 257 are 
equipped with Fuch trailers. 

The saving of a quarter of a million 
dollars in a single season in this 
limited territory is an indication of 
what might result if the plan were 
generally adopted in communities 
where conditions are such as to make 
It workable. There are some rural 
communities where such a plan might 
not be advisable, but in tbe majority, 
perhaps, it would be workable. Prior 
to the extensive spread of the farm 
bureau system, which came primarily 
as a war measure during 1917 and 
1918, it would not have been possible, 
Blnce it is necessarily a co-operative 
community activity. But the farm 
bureau system has come to stay, and 
ft affords the sort of co-operative ef
fort of which community fire protec
tion may well be a part. 

8imilar Need Elsewhere. 
. Throughout a dozen or more states, 
there exists a need for protection 
against fire In grain and grass fields, 
at thpashprs, and the like, slmilai to 
that to California. In other large areaa 
'where wooded tracts are interspersed 
with tilled fields and where wood* 
fires are of frequent occurrence and 
often spread to crops and buildings, 
there exists the same need as in the 
extensive grain fields. And, In tte 
general protection of farm buildings 
and fences, in hay loft and hay rick 
fires from spontaneous combustion or 
peddent. In fires spreading from burn

ing brush or rubbish, where in most 
cases water is not available, an or
ganized neighborhood fire company 
equipped with a chemical cart would 
be of the greatest utility. 

The office of farm management of 
the United States department of agri
culture has for some time urged the 
use of chemical apparatus as more 
effective than water against fires on 
the farm, especially where kerosene, 
gasoline or other oil is involved, and 
as an indispensable reinforcement to 
the use of water in all cases. That Is 
secured in the California plan together 
with an even more effective thing, the 
organization of the men of the com
munity in such way that they can 
make their efforts almost immediately 
effective against any fire. 

Meeting Labor Demand. 
Although the largest acreage on 

record was planted in 1918 by Ameri
can farmers, the great crops of the 
year were harvested under difficulties 
not appreciably greater than those in 
normal times, says the annual report 
of the secretary of agriculture. 

"The department of agriculture con
tinued throughout the year to give 
earnest attention to the securing and 
mobilization of an adequate supply of 
farm labor," the report states. "It 
maintained It? representatives, sta
tioned in each state in the spring of 
1917, and perfected its own organiza
tion, enlisting the more active co
operation of the county agents and 
other extension workers. 

"It more fully co-ordinated its activ
ities with the department of labor, a 
representative of the department of 
agriculture having been designated a 
member of the war labor policies 
board which was created by the presi
dent. It has also aided the war de
partment in connection with the clas
sification of agricultural registrants. 
Special efforts were made, beginning 
early in the year, to impress upon the 
residents of urban communities the 
necessity of aiding farmers in the 
planting and harvesting of their crops. 

"The response to appeals along this 
line was generous. In Kansas, for ex
ample, where the 'situation was espe
cially difficult, the reports Indicate 
that more than 45,000 workers were 
supplied to farmers to assist in the 
wheat harvest. The potato crop in 
two counties in Texas was saved 
through the aid of the business men in 
the local communities, and in Illinois 
35,000 workers were registered for 
harvest work." 

Many other examples could be cited, 
the secretary says. 

Specializing Often Wins. 
Many persons do not market by par

cel post because they do not have a 
large variety of produce or because 
their supply is available only part of 
the year. While it is true that a con
tinuous supply of a number of products 
is more satisfactory to customers, such 
a supply is not absolutely necessary 
in order to establish a parcel post 
trade. 

Many persons have secured custom
ers by specializing in one or two kinds 
of produce, such as butter or eggs, 
which can be supplied during the en
tire year, and then these customers 
have offered an outlet for other com
modities which can be furnished only 
occasionally or for produce which is 
rarely to be had In city markets. ID 
most of theae cases It was necessary 
only to send a letter or card to satis
fied regular customers asking them if 
they wished to obtain certain kinds of 
produce that were for sale at that 
time. 

Such letters tend to keep up a per
sonal relationship between the pro
ducer and his customers which makes 
It easier to keep up business relations. 

Cull These Hens. 
Sick, weak, lacking vigor, inactive, 

poor eaters, molted or started to molt, 
with small, puckered, hard, dry vents; 
with small, shriveled, hard, dull-col
ored combs; with thick or coarse stiff 
pelvic bones, pelvic bones close to
gether, small spread between pelvic 
bones and rear end of keel, and full, 
hard, small abdomen. In breeds with 
yellow skin and shanks, the discarded 
hens should also show yellow or me
dium yellow shanks and yellow beakf 
and vents. 

RING FOR FRANCES 
By MARGARET I. FEELEY. 

(Copyright, 1919, by the McClure Newspa
per Syndicate.) 

Frances K—— simply detested her 
alarm clock. Every morning it brought 
her back from dreams of green fields 
and babbling brooks to brick tenement 
houses and city noises. Furthermore, 
it impressed on her that R & Co. 
expected every clerk behind the coun
ter at 8:30 sharp. 

Although the mirror said her face 
was getting thinner, Frances blamed 
it on the new style of hairdressing. In 
another ten days she would have her 
week's vacation, while afternoons in 
the park would soon put the color in 
her cheeks again, she told herself. 

She wondered if David B——, the 
new manager, noticed. Frances'smiled 
afterwards. Just as if he could keep 
track of a half thousand salesgirls' 
tired looks. 

Supposing he did ask her to share 
his umbrella to the elevated station the 
last rainy evening—It merely showed 
he was a gentleman. Nevertheless, she 
knew she was about the last girl to 
leave the store. 

"Guess you'll have to set your alarm 
clock a little earlier," was Mrs. H 's 
greetings as Frances came down late 
to breakfast. 

Scarcely ten minutes after her ar
rival at the store, David B ap
proached the counter. "Miss K—," 
he said, "we are having a special sale 
on alarm clocks today. Miss M is 
out sick. Will you please take charge?" 
Frances had no recollection of reply
ing. She next remembered B ex
plaining how to regulate the clock, and 
try her utmost she could not keep the 
flaming color from her cheeks. 

All that morning she wound and re
wound the alarm device for prospec
tive customers until now It seemed 
as if her head would burst with pain 
from listening to the ringing. 

For lunch she had an Ice cream, 
hardly nourishing to a tired clerk. 

During the afternoon how her head 
throbbed. Would the public ever stop 
buying alarm clocks? "Yes'rrv," Frances 
remembered saying, "this alarm rings 
every 30 seconds, then stops, then 
rings"—how warm everything seemed, 
the store was getting dark. It's funny 
the lights are out, didn't the .alarm 
sound far away— and then—total 
darkness. She thought she heard 
David B 's voice, but oh, so faintly. 

Frances opened her eyes in a room 
She had often read about, a room that 
existed for her only in story books— 
cretonne curtains, a little enameled 
bed, cool white paper and a nurse. 
Surely, this was a dream. The nurse 
explained that R & Co. had re
served a room at the hospital for any-
of their clerks lw?io might become ill. 
This was news indeed, for the firm 
never had the reputation of being over 
kind-hearted. 

When she next awoke it was, early 
evening, while the corridor lights ac
centuated the growing darkness of her 
room. Suddenly, the smart trim flg-
tfre of the nurse appeared in the door
way, followed by David B . Frances 
was conscious that he was standing by 
her bedside. Slowly she opened her 
eyes, while the nurse switched on the 
lights. 

"It was nice of you to come, Mr. 
B ," she began. "I am very thank
ful to the firm, also." With a nod 
B dismissed the nurse. 

"Miss K.," he said In a low modu
lated voice, "I'm awfully sorry I put 
you on that alarm clock counter, but 
I didn't know you weren't feeling 
well." 

Frances smiled faintly. "It was fool
ish of me," she began, but B In
terrupted. 

"Please let us not talk about that 
now," he said, "but after a little while 
I hope you'll be well enough to go 
down and stay with my mother. Our 
home Is much too large for the two of 
us, besides—a rest would—" 

"Oh, but I couldn't, Mr. B ; 
—you see, I—I—" 

"Now, I know you are going to say 
you don't know me, but you do, al
though you've long forgotten." 

"Are you sure?" Frances Inquired, 
her voice trembling. 

"Am I sure?" B answered* "I'm 
going to tell you something, then you 
may decide for yourself." 

"You remember John M— in 
North wood?" 

Frances nodded. 
"He was my uncle," B contin

ued, "and one summer'along about five 
years ago I went down to visit him on 
his farm. He was a pretty cranky sort 
of a fellow, but good hearted, Just the 
same. There was a family down the 
road who used to supply him with 
milk. A little dark-haired girl used 
to deliver It every morning. One morn
ing she was late. He was terribly 
cranky; he told her that she ought to 
buy an alarm clock to wake her up. 
In her haste and confusion she drop
ped the milk. I felt sorry, but I 
knew my uncle's disposition, so I had 
to keep still. I left the next day, but 
I found out her name. When I came 
back the next year she had left the 
village.* 

"I didn't suppose you'd remember 
me, but I wanted to make cure. I 
guess you didn't understand, because 
you never mentioned It the night yon 
walked under my umbrella, but some
how or other I didn't forget. I've been 
waiting for just the proper time to tell 
you and I hope you won't think I'm 
taking an advantage, but I've just got 
to tell you—you'll come, Frances, 
won't you?" 

Frances' lips quivered. 
"I will—if—If—" 
"If whdtT' btoke In B . 
"If yon don't have alarm docks." 
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1.—American military delegates in tne international armistice commission m iroiu or tne villa In Spa whlcb 
was German great headquarters. 2.—The British passing through Cologne, the spires of the famous cathedral In 
the. background. 3.—Some of the W. A. A. C. women in England still doing military duty, working in the kit
chen of the camp at Wimbledon. 

WHERE EXPLODING MOLASSES KILLED FIFTEEN 
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Fifteen persons were killed and scores seriously injured when a huge tank capable of holding 1,000,000 gailonst 
of molasses exploded at the plant of the Purity Distilling company in the Boston North end. The scene of the dis
aster is shown in this photograph. 

HOW STRASSB0UR6 CELEBRATED ROGERS AND HIS RADIO 

After 50 years of German oppression, liberated Strassbourg celebrated 
the victory of the allies. Placards extolling Wilson, Clemenceau, Foch, Poln-
care and Lloyd George occupied prominent places in the windows; the allied 
flags flaunted from the staffs, while wreaths and ribbons were strung artis
tically with swinging lanterns from the cornices. 

Why They Got Along. 
May was inclined to be quarrelsome 

with her little playmates and her 
mother was surprised and relieved to 
discover her playing amicably with the 
little son of an Italian neighbor. 

"How is it that you get along so 
nicely with Tony when he doesn't un
derstand English?" she asked. 

"Weil, muvver, when I'm mad he 
can't 'stand me, an' when he's mad I 
can't 'stand him, so we gets along fine." 

A Proof of Self-Conceit. 
When a girl Is always insisting on 

having her own way, her trouble Is 
undue estimation of herself. Nothing 
but an overweening confidence In one's 
self explains the assumption that one's 
own judgment Is metre to be trusted 
than the combined judgments of the 
world, and that one's own way is al
ways tbe right way.—Glrl'e Compan
ion. ' ' 

Oyster Has No Eyes. 
The oyster Is eyeless. It has a good-

sized stomach, connected to the mouth 
by a sljort gullet; two pairs of gills 
for breathing, an Intestine, a dark 
green liver, a two-chambered heart 
and an elementary nervous system, 
but Is minus ears, nose and eyes. It 
also lacks the footlike appendages 
that many mollusks possess for the 
reason that It has no need of an organ 
of locomotion. 

The Life That Pays. 
It Is tbe large life that pays—the 

life that Is developed on all sides, so 
that it reaches up and out and grows 
in beauty, and scatters blessings. It 
does not pay to be self-absorbed and 
oblivious to all that others, need from 
you and all they can give to you. The 
unselfish, aspiring, successful life I* 
the only life that pays.—Girl's Com
panion. 

James Harris Rogers of Hyattsville. 
Md., is the inventor of a radio system 
by which wireless messages may be 
sent and received under ground or wa
ter without the use of aerials. The 
chief and obvious advantage of th© 
invention is that It eliminates or great* 
ly reduces static disturbances, both 
voluntary and involuntary, which have-
hitherto Interfered with the complet» 
success of wireless. This invention 
was practically perfected when the 
United States entered the war, and 
Mr. Rogers promptly offered It to the 
navy. It was adopted and played no 
small pfe# in winning the war. In this-
photograph Mr. Rogers Is shown with 
the apparatus which he has Installed. 
In his own premises, where be has re
ceived messages from Berlin. Paris 
and Rome. At his feot Is a small case 
which contains a portable outfit for 
setting up anywhere m *wire can be-
stuck In the ground. 

New Ink Pencil. 
A new writing implement wiilch 

neither pen nor pencil is composed of 
a mixture of ground pumice, wax and 
ink. The whole is heated to the right 
temperature and then suddenly Im
mersed In cold water, which solidifies. 

I the wax. The result Is a cellular 
structure, each cell of which is filled 

• with Inlc. I 


