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INTERESTS KAPPEMINGS 
. AT THE STATF.OAP!IAL 

————— 

By E. H. Tostevin 
Bismarck, N. D., Oct. 30, 1919.— 

P. E. Halldorson, the oldest deputy 
on the state examiner s force, and 
who had served in this capacity 
since the time of Governor John 
Burke, was discharged lass Saturday 
by State Examiner O. E. Lofthus. 
The letter of dismissal was written 
in Fargo, and it read: 

"This is to notify you that 
you are this day hereby dis
charged as deputy state exam
iner. 

The part you took in the at
tempt of wrecking the Scan-
dinavian-American bank con-

, vinces me that you are not 
worthy to hold any position of 
PUBLIC TRUST OR HONOR. 

N You have been altogether too 
willing a tool of those who 
criminally attempted to wreck 
this bank, if not an active par 
ticipant therein.—O.E. Lofthus, 
State Examiner." 
Halldorson, who was one of the 

two deputy examiners who under the 
direction of the state banking board 
made an inspection of the Scandin-
avian-American bank's books the 
last, of September. As a result of 
th^ir report, which declared that the 
bank had more than $7 34,000 in 
excessive loans, and that in their 
opinion the bank was clearly insol
vent, the Fargo bank was closed by 
order of the banking board October 
2nd, and Halldorson was installed as 
temporary receiver. O. E. Enge-
moen, who had joined with Halldor
son In making the examination and 
in signing the report, made an affi
davit when the matter came before 
the supreme court two weeks ago to 
the effect that he knew little or 
nothing of the contents of thj report 
when he signed it. The iie of the 
Nonpartisan league chiefs was con
centrated from the first up on 
Halldorson, and his dismissal was 
generally expected. 

The Fargo bank opened Saturday 
morning within fourteen hours after 
a -dlyVfteu supreme V&rart had citf-
claifed it a sanitary institution, from 
the standpoint of sound banking and 
safe financiering. Power to reopen 
the institution was vested in Exam
iner Lofthus by the three league 
members of the supreme court who 
signed the majority opinion. Lot-
thus had joined with William Lemke 
of the league headquarters and the 
Scandinavian-American bank and its 

.officials in petitioning the supromc 
court to intervene and save the 
bank. 

The Courier-News, President 
Townley's principal newspaper or
gan in this tsate, declares that 
"Messrs. Lofthus, Hagen, William 
Lemke and others connected with 
the bank case were kept busy the 
entire afternoon receiving the con-
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Townley Bank: 

"The people of Fargo evidently 
take no tock in Langer's charges 
aginst the bank, judging from the 
faith shown by the institution today. 
They apparently have become thor
oughly convinced that the closing of 
this bank was nothing but a dastard
ly political trick, and such is the 
fact. 

"The Scandinavian-American is 
and was one of the strongest banks 
in the state. There was no valid 
excuse for closing it. It was a 
criminal act, a blow which was in
tended to destroy the farmers' 
banks of the state. It is to be hoped 
that the guilty ones may be brought 
to time and get their just punish
ment." 

Then President H. J. Hagen, au
thor of the letter in which Pres
ident A. C. Townley of the National 
Nonpartisan league was asked to 
make good his promise to loan the 
bank $500,000 of the public funds 
of the state of North Dakota, "in 
order that we may be saved from the 
fear of embarrassment and dis
grace," which the bank's financing 
of Townley and his enterprises had 
brought very close, according to Mr. 
Hagen, has something to say: 

"They" (referring to the farmers) 
"have shown that in a crisis they are 
willing to make sacrifice to protect 
their credit. They resent the unlaw
ful assault of the attorney general 
of North Dakota, who they know is 
nothing more or less than a willing 
tool of the monpolistic interests 
within and without the state." 

Although the supreme court held 
postdated checks to be first-class col
lateral, negotiable to the same ex
tent as any other bill of exchange, 
"payable at some future date," 
President Hagen would appear to 
have some doubts, as he advises & 
prospective customer that "The post
dated checks are being paid, AND 
OUR. BANK TODAY IS IN THE 
BEST POSSIBLE FINANCIAL CON
DITION." He also states that ' it 
is our plan: 10 get indivMupl deposits 
froiir farmers throughout North 
Dakota, so that no assault can'be 
made upon it by the bank wreckers 
in the future." 

WOULD HAVE HOUSE PASS IMPEACHMENT 
RESOLUTIONS AND ADJOURN FOR A YEAR 

When Legislature is called into Special Session, Plan of 
Amending Laws to Provide for Long Term 

Appointments will be Advanced. 

Will they or won't they? Spec
ulation and guesses of all kinds are 
being made around the capitol fol
lowing the expose of the secret cau
cus of the ' Order of Post Dated 
Check, held at Fargo, following the 

i "Mess" meeting rally, Tuesday the 
! 21st, wherein the high and mighty 
| considered the proposition of Brinton 

that a special session of the legisla-
' ture be called, Langer,. Hall and 
Kositzky be impeached by the house, 
then adjourn for a year, so that the 
offices having been vacated by po
litical autocracy might be in the 
hands of Frazier, governor of the 
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ft is just /un 
tocook with a 
NEW RANGE. 

Come See Our NE\N 
IMPROVED RANGES 

THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IN YOUR HOME IS 
•< YOUR RANGE. ON IT YOU COOK THE FOOD YOUR 

FAMILY EATS THREE TIMES A DAY. WELL COOKED 
FOOD MEANS GOOD HEALTH. 

THEREFORE, HAVE IN YOUR KITCHEN THE BEST 
RANGE YOU CAN BUY. 

COME IN AND SEE OUR RANGES; YOU WILL BUY 
ONE AND THANK US FOR TELLING YOU TO DO SO. 

OUR HARDWARE IS THE BEST; IT STANDS THE TEST. 

J. H. McCollom 

HOME TOWN FEELING 

The inner circle of the Nonpartisan league has been deflinitey blocked in 
its attempt to bring about the impeachment of three state officials. 

The league' leaders have abandoned all hope of prevailing upon the 
senate to convict in the event that the house should pass resolutions of im
peachment, operatives weresent into the field by the inner circle to deter 
luine the views of senators having reported that there is little prospect 
of being able to do so. 

As an alternative to conviction of the officers by the state senate, 
the inner circle is giving serious consideration to the scheme of action 
proposed in conference by J. W. Brinton, who urged upon his fellow 
workers the scheme of bringing about the the passage by the house of 
impeachment resolutions, which would automatically suspend the offi
cers. and then adjourn the legislature for a year. 
This plan, Brinton urged, would effect the same purpose as conviction, as 

the officers would be thrown out, and the governor would have the power 
of putting into office men of their choice. 

Fear of defeat in the 1920 elections now is entertained by the leaders 
of the league, and their attention is being devoted to the construction of 
their fences in such manner as to endeavor to continue in power beyond 
1920 in the event they are defeated. 

The scheme of the inner circle haB not been fully determined; it will be 
fixed, however, very soon, some time in advance of the special session of 
the state legislature, which Governor Frazier is ready to convene at any 
time he gets the signal. 

This is the exact status of the Nonpartisan league's inner circle game for 
ridding themselves of the host of exposures that has been their lot since \ 
three state officer broke with A. C. Townley everal months ago, and this i 
was determined upon as being the real situation when the inner circle 
chieftains held a conference in the office of the Fargo Courier-News on 
Wednesday evening of last week. 

Details of that conference, which have come into our possession, disclose 
clearly that the leaders of the league—the men who really determine its, 
policies and who are suporting Towuley and his crowd—have become 
fearful lest 1920 will see them swept out of poewr, and they now are 
bending their energies to stem the tide as best they can, and so build the 
state political machine as to permit them to assert their power even after 
the people repudiate their leadership, which they fear will be done in the 
the elections next year. 

The curtailing of the powers held by the three state officers against whom 
they are centering their activities is another of the schemes considered at 
the confrnc. 

Senate Majority Needed 
e The program for carrying into effect Brinton's scheme would be in the 
hands of a majoity of the members1 of the state senate. While it would 
require two-thirds of the senators to convict, a majority of the body could 
fix the rules of proceedure. . < - _ • 

THUs, wben the house passed impeachment resolutions, the matter would 
be certified to the senate for trial. The senate then would fix the date 
of the trial, and by using the Brinton plan, the date of the trial would be 
fixed late next year. Each of the officers would have to be triel separately, 
so that the period of trial would extend over many months, and bring the 
issue to no conclusion by the time the terms f the officers expire. Thus, 
for the entire balance of the terms to which the officers have been elected, 
men appointed by Governor Frazier would hold the offices, while the 
regularly elected officers would be under suspension. 

Thoughout the conference, into which was called only those closest to 
and most loyal in their support of the league president, the predominating 
sentiment, apart from the desire to bring about the ouster of three state 
officials whom they asserted have crosed them and must be punished, was 
that 1920 would witness their defeat. 

In preparation for that defeat, and their ouster from control of the 
legislature and the executive office, the inner circle crowd devised a scheme 
of action for the forthcoming session of the legislature which would con
tinue their power over many state activities, this scheme to be accomplished 
through the fixing of long terms for appointive officers, and doing away 
entirely with any removal authority in the hands of the governor. 

Change Industrial Commission 
In working out this scheme, suggested changes considered by the con, 

ference included amendments to the industrial commission act making the 
members of that body appointive for long terms; making such offices 
as manager and director general of the state bank appointive for long 
terms: doing away with the power of removing the tax commissioner and 
other appointive officers. 

The carrying into effect of this program will be .one of the principal 
objects for which the inner circle will call on Governor Frazier to convene 
the legislature in special session. 

During the war people learned to 
co-operate, and they accomplished 
things that anyone would have said 
were impossible. 

Having learned what can be ac
complished by co-operation, alert 
minded people naturally turn to their 
home towns. "If we accomplished 
such marvels in the war work," they 
say, "why can't we take hold now 
and do equally amazing things right 
at home Why can't we realize the 
dreams we have always cherished for 
our community?" And then a lot 
of them just go right ahead and do 
things that five years ago would have 
been regarded as beyond the range 
of possibility. 

Hre in Hope equally wonderful 
things could be accomplished, if peo
ple only thought so and would take 
hold and work together. And if the 
people do not acquire this Home 
Town Feeling, and act on it, other 
towns that have gained it will take 
the lead In the building of commun
ity life on a higher plane. 

Meteorological Observations 
Taken by J. T, McGann 

Date Temperature Character 
Oct. High Low Precip of Day 

6 67 33 | .00 | Clear 
« 67 34 | .00 ] Clear 
7 74 38 | .00 I Pt. Cldy 
8 70 36 | .00 I Clear 
9 72 26 | .00 j Clear 

10 36 14 | .00 I Pt. Cldy. 
11 45 15 | .00 j Clear 
12 54 9 1 .00 1 Clear 
13 50 24 | .00 I Clear 
14 52 18 | .00 I Clear 
15 55 16 | .00 I Clear 
16 60 12 | .00 j Clear 
17 62 14 | .00 j Clear 
18 40 18 | .00 I Clear 

WOMAN'S CLUB NOTES 

At the last meeting of the Wom
an's Club the delegates who attended 
the Federation at Grand Forks gave 
some very interesting reports. 

Miss Inez Soldal and Mae Kirsting 
represented the Minervas. 

The next meeting will be at the 
home of Mrs. J. A. Bowen. 

IMPORTANT RED CROSS 
MEETING NOVEMBER 8TH 

Chairman R. A. Lathrop has an
nounced a meeting of the represen

tatives of the branches of the Steele 
County Chapter of the Red Cross 
will be held at Finley on Saturday, 
November 8th. Jhe gathering will 
be addressed by the Countess 
Turzcyowitiz. 

great state of Townley. The scheme 
is very feasible. There is a small 
question as to whether there would 
not be too great a fight develp over 
such high handed methods on the 
floor of the house. However, the 
mogul of the O of the P D C are 
certain that the senate will not stand 
for such action. Grounds for im
peachment? Not necessary at all. 
In the K of C, the Masons, the Odd 
Fellows, the Workmen, not to say 
anything about the Camels, when the 
Chief Works gives an order, it goes. 
The order of the Post Dated Check, 
founded'in the year of 1919 A. D. 
(or the year of Something or other 
A. T.—Art Townley) is a regular 
lodge and has a lot of members. 

To date no answer has been re
ceived by the Attorney General in 
response to the challenge to A. C. 
Townley to meeet him in debate in 
Fargo, to deal with five Important 
issues that have been raised as a re
sult of the Townley course in the ad
ministration of the Nonpartisan 
league, and his course in directing 
the Btate administration. 

Here is Mr. Langer's challenge.ad-
dressed to Mr. Townley: 

Bismarck, N. D., Oct. 24, 1919. 
To A. C. Townley:—I hereby chal

lenge you to meet me in public de-
Ibate at Fargo, N. D., to debate the 

following: 
1. The Valley City bank deal. 
2. The looting of the Scandina

vian-American bank. 
3. The Minnie J Nelson contro

versy. 
4. Why J. R. Waters was ap 

pointed bank examiner and later 
manager of the Bank of North 
Dakota. 

5. That the organization of the 
Nonpartisan league is not democratic 

{but that you are an autocrat abso
lutely controlling the same. 
to be selected in the following man
ner: I to select one, A. C. Townley 
to select one, and these two to select j 
the third. j 

I promise to treat you as a gentle
man and you can treat me any way 
you like. 

This challenge is to you and to 
you alone. You will not be permit
ted to substitute for yourself, the 
night of the debate, either Victor 
BOTger, Walter Thomas Mills, Kate 
O'Hara, Lynn J. Frazier, Emma 
Goldman, Bill Haywood, or anyone 
else. 

Yours truly, 
WILLIAM LANGER. 

LANGER SPOKE AT FINLEY 
Absolutely convinced of the crook

edness of BOBS Townley and the In
iquitous possibilities of the Order of 
the Post Dated Check, hundreds of 
farmers of Steele County have re
pudiated the management of the 
Non-partisan league and have re
buked the supreme court of North 
Dakota by enthusiastically taking up 
the burden of debt costs assessed 
against Langer and Hall and prom
ising to pay them whether they be 
$40 or $4,000. 

On Saturday Langer spoke to a 
big mass meeting ot larmers at 
Finley. The big majority of the 
men present had been members of 
the Nonpartisan league, and a good 
number had attended the "mess" 
meeting at Fargo on Tuesday. 

Langer explained the closing of 
the bank and laid bare the action ot 
the banking board from one end to 
the other. The order of the su
preme court assessing ally costs In 
connection with the le^ll^ light 
against Langer and Hall perabnally 
was the last straw and aroused the 
ire of the farmers. 

Over one thousand signed the fol
lowing resolutions addressed to 

Fellow Farmers of North Dakota 
"WHEREAS, We have heard our 

fearless Attorney General William. 
Langer on the closing of the Sean-
dinavian-Amerlcan Bank of Fargo 
by the bank board, and Baw him 
back up his statements with written 
documents and other papers 

AND REALIZING That the tre
mendous fight he is putting up al
most single handed againBt unscru
pulous politieians and grafters, here
by send word to you fellow farmers 
of North Dakota to stand by Attor
ney General William Langer in his 
fight. We especially ask that you 
subscribe to and read other news
papers than the Fargo Courier-News 
and the North Dakota Leader, 
which papers have been deliberately 
lying about him. 

FURTHER; We send word that 
the farmers of Steele County hereby 
pledge themselves to raise enough 
money among the farmers of North 
Dakota to pay in full the judgment 
that the Supreme Court has ordered 
him to pay. We will stick by Bill 
Langer and we will win. 

• Signed by Steen Nelson, Chair
man of the Townley Repudiation 

'meeting at Finley, North Dakota, 
October 26th, 1919, and other farm
ers. 
| As a result of this meeting, Langer 
is receiving petitions from farmers 
in various communities for similiar 
addresses. The action taken at Fin-
| ley is indicative of the trend of af-
| fairs. 

, We have „ 
All kinds of 
-SHOES 

from a P 
Pump 
Work Shoe 

3̂* 

See Our 
Hosiery 

On excellent way to save time now
adays is to omit reading the speeches 
of the senators on the peace treaty. 

FOR WORK OR PLAY, FOR EVERY 
DAY AND SUNDAY TOO, AND FOR PARTY 
WEAR, WE HAVE THE SHOES FOR YOU 
THAT WILL MAKE YOUR FEET LOOK 
TRIM AND NEAT AND THAT WILL GIVE 
LONG SERVICE. 

OUR HOSIERY FOR LADIES IS DAIN
TY, YET IT STANDS THE STRAIN. OUR 
STRONG SOCKS FOR MEN WILL NOT 
SOON PUNCH OUT AT THE TOE. 

OUR PRICE ON EVERYTHING IS AL
WAYS LOW. 

KRAABEL & KRAABEL 
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