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Timely Comments on Agricultural Topics for Our Readers 

POINTED REISSUE GRADES 
FOR PEACH CROP mm 

3*. 

WHEAT STAYS WELL UP 
Hog and Cattle Prices Are Down 

a Few Cents. 

V .  S. Bureau of Markets, Washington, D. C., 
for w^ek ended May 5, 1922, 

HAY—Markets generally firm for 
better grades at steady prices. Prairie 
•weak at Minneapolis because of larget 
receipts from southwest. Good ship 
ping demand for alfalfa at Chicago 
Other markets practically unchanged. 
Quoted May 5th: No'. 1 timothy, New 
York $32, Philadelphia $25, Pittsburgh 
*$24.50, Cincinnati $23.50, Chicago $27, 
Minneapolis $23.50,• Atlanta $30. No. 1 
alfalfa, Chicago $26, Atlanta $32, Kan
sas City $22.50. No. 1 prairie, Minne
apolis $18, Chicago $18, Kansas City 
$12.50. 

FEED—Wheat feed market firm for 
«arly shipment but deferred shipment 
sales made only at slight discounts. 
Middlings in better demand and price9 
show some advances. ' More mills now 
offering linseed meal but demand is 
tight and prices unchanged. Other feed 
prices unchanged as supply and de
mand both continue light. Quoted May 
'5th: Spring bran and standard mid
dlings Minneapolis $22.50, ,Philedelphia 
$31; cottonseed meal Memphis $45, 
Chicago $49; linseed meal Minneapolis 
$50.50, New York $57; glutten feed 
Chicago $32.65; white and yellow hom
iny Chicago $22.50. 

GRAIN—July wheat worked higher 
most of week but decline the last two 
days resulted in net losses at close. 
Chicago July wheat down l^c closing 
at $1.25; Chicago July corn down %c 
at 65c. Higher trend was on good ex
port business, light receipts, smaller 

. Hay deliveries than expected, while 
weakness was result of falling off in! 
«xport demand, weakness in Liverpool 
and lower outside cash markets. Clos
ing prices in Chicago cash market: No. 
2 red winter wheat $1.40; No. 2 hard 
-winter wheat $1.40; No. 2 mixed corn 
<>3c; No. 2 yellow corn 63c; No. 3 white 
oats 39c. Average farm prices: No. 2 
mixed corn in central Iowa about 
49%c; No. 1 dark northern wheat in 
central North Dakota $1.62%; No. 2 
liard winter wheat in central Kansas 
$1.25. For the week Minneapolis July 
-wheat unchanged at $1.44%; Kansas 
City July wheat down %c oa $1.16%; 
"Winnipeg July wheat down l%c at 
$1.36%. 

LIVBSTOCK AND MEATS—Chicago 
bog prices were generally steady but 
heavy hogs averaged 10c lower. Peef j 

steers weak to 15c lower; butcher cows . 
and heifers ranged from 10c lower to j 
10c higher. Feeder steers firm to 15c 
liigher. Fat lambs practically un , 
changed; fat ewes 50c-$1.50 lower. 
Yearlings weak to 25c lower. May 5th, 
Chicago prices: Hogs, top, $10.75; bulk I 
•of sales $10.10-10.65; medium and good : 
•beef steers $7.65-8.75; butcher cows; 
and heifers $4.75-8.50; feeder steers ] 
$6.15-7.75; light and medium weight 
real calves $6.25-8.75; fat lambs $12-
14; spring lambs $14-17; yearlings 
$9.75-12.75; fat ewes $5.50-9. 

Stocker and feeder shipments from 
12 important markets during the; 
week ending April 28th were: Cattle 
and calves 55,694; Hogs 10,547; Sheep 
8,319. 

DAIRY PRODUCTS—Butter markets 
«teady but there is expectancy of lower 
prices as receipts increase with the 
advancing season. Stocks of fine but
ter well cleared but considerable butter 
with garlic flavor in limited demand 
•even at very low prices. Closing prices. 
92 score: Philadelphia 37%c; New 
York 37c; Boston 37%c; Chicago 34%c 

Cheese markets steady to firm; prices 
show very little change. New cheese 
In better demand; quality holding up 
well. Prices at Wisconsin primary 
marketp May 4: Twins 15%c; Daisies 
16c; Double Daisies 15%c; Young Am 
ericas 16M>c; Longhorns 16%c; Square 
Prints 17c. 

Prepared Under Direction of 

North Dakota Agricultural College 

Getting Better Results 
From Strawberry Beds 

Minneapolis Closing Cash Prices. 
Minneapolis—Wheat, No. 1 dark nor

thern 1.61 @1.68; No. 2 dark northern 
1.58@1.64; No. 3 dark northern 1.51@ 
1.61; No. 1 durum 1.34 @1.39. Corn, 
No. 2 yellow 57. Oats, No. 2 white, 36 
@37. Barley, choice to fancy,' 62@64. 
Bye, No. 2, 1.03. Flaxseed, 2.87@2.89. 

Minneapolis Butter, Eggs and Poultry. 
Minneapolis Butter — Extras 33c; 

firsts, 26c; seconds 21c; storage extras, 
26c; packing stock, fresh sweet, 16c; 
stale goods, 5c; grease, lc. 

Eggs—Country receipts, rots out, per 
case, $6.45; No. 1 candled, good extras, 
free from rots, small, dirties and 
check outs, per dozen, 23c; seconds, 
dirty'and held stock, rots and leakers 
out, dozen, 16c; quotations on eggs in
clude cases. 

Live Poultry—Not advisable to ship 
turkeys under 7 lbs. in weight. Hens 
€ lbs. and over, 25c; hens under 4 lbs. 
20c; cripples and culls unsalable; 
ducks, fat, 18c; geese, fat, 12c; turkeys, 
fat, over 8 lbs., 25c; turkeys, thin and 
small, 15 @ 20c; cripples and culls un
salable; guineas, per dozen, $5; young 
roosters, 20c; old, 16c. 

8o. St. Paul Livestock. 
So. St. Paul—Steers, 4.50@8.00; cows 

and heifers, 4.00@7.00; veal calves 
4.00@7.50; hogs, 9.25@10.20; sheep 
8.60@14.00. 

There are two main types of straw
berries ; the everbaring and the spring 
bearing. The culture of either class is 
the same. 

The plants should be set early in 
May in rows four feet apart with tbe 
plants two feet apart in a row. The 
plants should be set out carefully so 
that they are put in the ground exactly 
at the same depth at which they have 
been growing. All blossom buds 
should be removed at the time of the 
setting and the number of leaves 
should be reduced to one or two well 
developed ones. 

Strawberries do better on a loamy-
soil, though satisfactory crops may be 
raised on heavy clay or light sand. 
The plants should be carefully culti
vated and allowed to produce all the 
plants they will but these plants should 
not be allowed to take root except 
along a two-foot strip where the row 
was planted. With plenty of moisture 
the everbearing varieties will produce 
a crop in the autumn of the year In 
which they are set. 

When freezing weather comes in the 
fall cold enough so that the ground is 
crusted, a layer of four inches of clean 
straw should be put over the plants. 
This is allowed to remain until the 
plants start to grow in the spring. It 
is then raked off the plants, or at least 
enough is taken off so that they can 

muchfKI5^ 
INTO PIT SILO 

(By J. H. Shepperd) 
We are beginning to put faith In the 

pit silo to carry over the extra corn or 
sunflowers grown in the good years In 
western North Dakota and keep it un
til a bad year comes along. Corn sil
age will keep for ten years as good as 
new and I fancy sun flowers and sweet 
clover silage will do it too. Our folks 
put down a pit silo right in the barn
yard anywhere and fill it, and If It 
settles a little just throw some dirt 
over it and let the stock use it for 
barnyard the same as though it were 
not there. We must always plant a 
fencepost over it so we won't dig up 
the whole barnyard hunting for It 
when a bad year comes. We got the 
Idea from the biblical report of Plia-
roli's dream which Joseph made so 
good on by Interpreting it right. . We 
build a pit silo for $25 or less and 
our folks can do that easily in good 
years. We buy no fancy hoist, just a 
well wheel and a rope and two wash 
tubs to take it out with. 

We find, too, that sweet clover 
stacked green in a stack 18 feet 
through and as high as it can be 
piled readily cures into high class sil
age without any construction about it 
except for topping off of hay to shed 
he rain, from it. With a fence about 
it two feet away and the interspace 
strued with straw you can keep the 
frost out and have better sweet clover 
silage than we have been able to cure 
in a regular cement silo of the better 
type. 

When you have live stock you find 
ways and means of getting feed for 
them when it seems impossible, you 
have employment in the winter, you 
are more economical, and the sheriff 
seldom serves eviction papers on you. 
It is hard to disprove the fellow who 
says, "they're eating their heads off," 
if you talk market price for your time 
and feed, but I suspicion that most of 
us waste the time if we don't have 
live stock to care for and few of us 
sell the feed for the market price we 
talk so glibly about if we do not have 
live stock to convert it into market
able products for us and then walk it 
to the market place in concentrated 
packages. I seldom urge it. I just 
ask my opponent to go with me into a 
good live stock district and look over 
the buildings nnd hank accounts and 
mortgages and the folks themselves, 
and then I'll go with him into grain 
only regions and that ends it. He will 
never go with me—he knows better 
than to try it. You can not sell much 
paint for buildings 'W here there are no 
live stock, and trees don't seem to 
thrive on grain farms with us, but 
weeds grow vigorously and the general 
tone of the population Is less inter
ested and less Interesting in every way 
that is wortli while. So why debate 
the cause? Why not Just take the net 
result and let that convince us and 
•tush us into action. 

push through. The straw is allowed 
to lie in the space between the rows 
where it acts as a multch, doing away 
with the necessity of cultivation to a 
great extent. Both spring and ever-
bearers will produce a crop under fav
orable conditions a year from the time 
the plants are set. 

After the crop has been removed 
many growers mow oil the leaves, 
rake off the straw and cultivate 
throughout the rest of the season. 
Others allow the mulch to remain and 
simply keep down the weeds. Under 
ordinary conditions the straweberries 
should not be expected to bear more 
than two seasons in succession. A 
new bed must then be started, using 
the plants from the old one. 

In North Dakota the limiting factor 
in strawberry production is likely to be 
mpisture. Execpt in favorable loca
tions unless irrigation can be given, 
strawberries will not prove a success-
ful'crop outside the southeastern quar
ter of the state. 

The best varieties which may be se
cured from.' any nursery are Senator 
Dunlap which is a Spring bearer anfl 
'the Progressive which is an everbearer. 
Dunlap is probably the best market 
bearer but Progressive is a favorite' in 
home gardens, especially where the bed 
can be watered when necessary. 

A. F. Y. 

DON'T DESTROY 
YOUR BEST MARKET 

If the elevators would pay as much 
as the dairy cow for farm crops, we 
would see to it that the elevator would 
be abundantly supplied; we would all 
cash in. 

Then why not supply the good dairy 
cow just as abundantly when she needs 
It and when she will pay more l'or 
what we deliver to her than any other 
customer, ask dairy specialists at the 
A. C. Fortunate, indeed, was the 
farmer who had good cows that were 
producing a market for his surplus 
farm crops during the past deflation 
of markets, they declare. Fortunate 
also was the man, whose crops were 
practically a failure last year, if lie 
had a herd of dairy cows to furnish 
him and his family with food and 
clothing. 

When butterfat drops as it is accus
tomed to do during June, July and 
August, the out-of-place dairyman will 
make protest about the low markets, 
but the older experienced men will 
only look amused because they milk 
when butterfat prices are high and let 
their cows dry up during these months 
of hot weather, poor pasture, bad flies 
and low prices. 

It Is good judgment and forethought 
when a farmer is found who goes 
steadily on year in and year out mar
keting his crop through the milk pail, 
dairymen say. 

Only Minor Changes From Those 
Recommended Last Year Are 

Favored for 1922. 

MARKET QUALITY COUNTS MOST 
Color, Maturity, General Appearance 

and Freedom From Blemishes Are 
Big Factors—Minimum 

Size Not Specified. 

(Prepared by the United States Department 
of Agriculture.) 

United States grades for peaches 
have been reissued by the United 
States Department of Agriculture. 
The grades contain only minor 
changes from those recommended in 
19:11. 

In past years peaches have been 
graded chiefly with regard to size. 
The United States grades are based 
wholly on market quality. Under this 
term are included such factors as 
color, maturity, general appearance 
and freedom from insect and fungous 
injuries. Minimum sizes have not 
been specified for the various grades, 
but the numerical count and minimum 
size or style of pnek of the peaches 
must be stamped on each package. 
This is a well established practice in 
handling boxed apples and citrus 
fruits. 

Meet Commercial Needs. 
The No. 1 grade Is designed to meet 

the norninl commercial needs of the 
trade and consuming public by elim-

tricts, but actual use of the grades on 
tt large scale under the supervision of 
specialists of the bureau of murkets 
and crop estimates has won over many 
of even the most conservative opera
tors. 

Where Grades Are Adopted. 
According to recent reports, the 

United States grades will be adopted 
this, season by the Sand llill Fruit 
Growers' association, Aberdeen, N. C., 
and the Western New York Fruit Grow
ers' Co-operative l'ucking association, 
Rochester, N. Y., both of these asso
ciations having tried them in 1021. In 
addition, it is practically assured that 
the Jersey Fruit Growers' to-opera
tive association of New Jersey, u num-
uer of associations In southern Illinois 
and northern Ohio, including the Dan-
bury Fruit company, Danbury, O., as 
well as certain prominent growers in 
Maryland, Pennsylvania and West Vir
ginia will also adopt the United 
States grades lor this season's pack. 
The grndes hav* been promulgated in 
substantially the same form as the 
official Texas grudes and marketing 
officials in North nnd South Carolina, 
New Jersey nnd Colorado are consid
ering them favorably. 

Partial or complete crop failures In 
recent years in peach producing states 
on the west bank of the Mississippi 
river have made it Impracticable for 
specialists of the department to dem
onstrate properly the grades in that 
territory. It Is known, however, that 
the specifications Included in the de
portment's recommendations will meet 
normal conditions in these sections, 
and it Is believed that tbey will be 
received favorably once they are 
known. Buyers who have hud ex
perience with peaches labeled "United 
States No 1" have expressed them
selves as well satisfied with the prod
uct. 

ANIMAL FEED IS IMPORTANT 

n 
H 

n 
WW®, vif 

YELLOWS-RESISTANT 
CABBAGE VARIETIES 

About 4,000 Pounds of Seed Pro* 
duced in Washington. 

Treatment for Lice. 

One of the disturbing factors which 
will interfere materially with the pro
duction of the laying hen, as well as 
with the growth and general health of 
the little chicks, is the presence of 
body lice and the so-called red mites, 
say poultry experts, who warn poultry-
men to beware of these pests and free 
their premises from them. 

One of the simplest and most effec
tive methods of getting rid of lice on 
poultry is to dust them with sodium 
fluoride. This powder can be obtained 
from any drug store, and for conven
ience in handling should be put into a 
powder can of some form. .Shake the 
powder into the loose feathers around 
the vent, holding the hen with the 
head down; give the same treatment 
under each wing, being sure that the 
powder gets down to'the skin where 
we find the lice. Sodium fluoride is 
very Irritating to either fowls or human 
beings; therefore precaution should be 
take;n in trating fowls to see tint it is 
not inhaled or allowed to get into any 
cuts or sores on the hands. 

If the lice are very bad repeat in 
ten days, and as often as found neces
sary afterward—it should not be for 
several months. 

Peaches in Baskets and Boxes Ready 
j for Shipment. 

| inatlng damaged stock which might 
' cause loss in transit. It also pro-
| vldes that the peaches shall be or one 

variety, tlrni, mature und well formed, 
I and free from growth crack, cuts, skin 
I breaks, worm holes, und -from damage 
I caused by dirt, scab, scar, scale, hail, 
' disease, insects or mechanical or other 
; means. 
| The No. 2 grade Includes peaches 

of one variety which are firm, mature 
and free from worm holes or serious 
damage caused by disease, insect£ or 
any other means. 

A fancy No. 1 grade Is also provid
ed for those who desire to pack an es
pecially fine product. In this grade 
will be packed only peaches, which are 
free from ail damage by Insects or dis
eases and which in addition have a 
specified amount of red color. This 
amount has been fixed at 50 per cent 
for such varieties as Carman and Hiley 
and at 25 per cent for Elbertu and 
J. H. Hale and other similar varieties, 

j The department's action in reissu
ing the grades is the result of the 
favorable acceptance and use of the 
grades last year by growers' associa
tions, state marketing official's, nnd 
the trade generally. During the early 
Investigations by the department there 
was considerable skepticism as to the 
practicability of formulating grades 
which would be uniformly acceptable 
to both northern and southern dis-

Department of Agriculture and Wis
consin Experiment Station Been 

Investigating Disease and 
Assisting Growers. 

(Prepared by the United States Department 
of Agriculture.) 

About 4,000 pounds of cabbage seed 
of the Wisconsin All Seasons variety, 
which Is highly resistant to the disease 
known as "cabbage yellows," was pro
duced In the Puget Sound section of 
Washington during the season of 1921. 
Cabbage yellows is caused by a fungus 
which is capable of persisting In fav
orable soils indefinitely und causes 
serious crop losses in infested regions. 
Disinfection of the seed reduces the 
danger of carrying other cabbage 
diseases to new districts, but the In
vestigations of the University of Wis
consin have shown that the selection 
of resistant varieties offers the only 
way of preventing loss from yellows. 

The United States Department of 
Agriculture, in co-operation with the 
VViseonsin experiment station, has for 
some time been Investigating the 
disease and assisting growers and 
packers in the production of cabbage 
seed of the yellows-resistant strains 
on a commercial scale and in the field 
Inspection of the seed crops. In ad
dition to the All Seasons, several hun
dred pounds of Wisconsin Brunswick 
seed, another yellows-resistant variety, 
have also been produced. 

One result of the investigations thus 
far Is the development of these yel
lows-resistant varieties. Through the 
commercial cabbage growers and kraut 
packers a supply of the yellows-re
sistant cabbage seed is available to 
the growers In sections where these 
types of cubhnge are needed. Resist
ant strains of other varieties, includ
ing Hollander, All Head Karly, nnd 
Copenhagen Market, are being devel
oped and will be propagated for dis
tribution In the neur future. 

Meat Scrap, Milk and Its Products* 
Tankage or Fish Scrap Increase 

Egg Yield. 

(Prepared by the United States Department 
of Agriculture.) , 

A great increase in our annual egg 
production may he expected when 
poultrymen and farmers In general rec
ognize the importance of animal feeds 
in the rations for the laying flock. The 
demonstration of the superiority of 
feed combinations containing meat 
scrap, milk and its products, tankage, 
or fish scrap Is one of the most valu
able additions to our knowledge of 
poultry management contributed by 
the United States Department of Ag
riculture aud various experiment sta
tions. 

Practically all experimental testa 
have shown that thyse feeds will 
greatly stimulate egg production, espe
cially during the fall and winter 
months. The fact that many farmers 
get no eggs at all during this period 
may usually be attributed to a lack of 
essential animal feed. The addition 
of from 10 to 23 per cent of one of 
those named would in most cases make 
a remarkable difference. Which one 
of these feeds should be used depends 
upon local conditions and prices. They 
ore of about equal value when the 
protein content Is taken Into consid
eration. The fish meal and tankage 
have given just as good results as meat 
scrap. Milk is just as good when avail
able at a low cost, and fresh butter
milk and skim milk produce good re
sults. In some sections condensed but
termilk nnd send-solid buttermilk have 
been fed with success. 

In a test extending from November 
1 to July 10 on the government farm 

A string through a hole at the bacV 
of the children's rubbers tied over th< 
instep helps a lot in suriu^' uiud. 

WHY PUREBRED SIRES EXCEL 
Ratios Between Males and Females In 

Different Classes of Stock Kept 
for Breeding. 

If you are ever Inclined to doubt the 
Importance of the quality sire, a glance 
at the figures b*low will reassure you. 
They represent the ratios between 
males nnd females In different classes 
of live stock kept for breeding pur
poses. The figures are based on a sur
vey of more than 200,000 head of live 
stock of all kinds made by the United 
States Department of Agriculture. 

Cattle—1 bull to 18.9 cows. 
Horses—1 stallion to 16.9 maresi 
Swine—1 boar to 11.5 sows. 
Sheep—1 ram to 37 ewes. 
Goats—1 buck to 26.6 does. 
Chickens—1 rooster to 23.3 hens. 
Other poultry, geese, ducks, tur

keys, etc. (average)—1 male to 8.5 fe
males. 

These figures are taken from more 
than 2,000 farms In various parts of 
the country, and are believed to be 
typical of rvarage conditions tbe coun

try over. Since the sire Is the parent 
of so many more offspring than the 
female, the importance of using a 
purebred sire of Individual quality and 
excellence can hardly be overempha
sized. There may be cases where 
scrub dams are wisely tolerated, but 
It Is almost criminal to propagate un
desirable characteristics by using 
scrub males. 

Build a Silo. 
Every farmer who milks cows needs 

a silo for economical feeding and to 
provide succulent feed for the winter 
months. Plant a crop for the silo now 
and arrange to have the silo ready to 
be filled this summer. 

Quail Worth $5 Each. 
Each quail on your farm Is worth 

$5 to you, say government entomolo
gists who have been figuring on the 
expensive appetite of the bugs quail 
eat. 

Apple Important Fruit 
The apple Is Finland's only Im

portant fruit tree, but pears, cherries 
and plums also are grown In '.be opea. 
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Hens Need Animal Feed to Make Big 

Egg Returns. 
nt Beltsvllle, Md., 30 hens on a ration 
without meat scrap or any animal feed 
averaged 74 eggs each. Another flock 
of 30 hens of the same breed during 
the same period laid an average of 113 
eggs each, the difference of 39 eggs be
ing attributed to the ration which con
tained meat scrap. Both flocks were 
out on range whenever the weather 
was favorable, which made the dif
ference less than It would have been 
had the birds been kept In pens. In 
n test made by Purdue university agri
cultural experiment station animal 
feeds were shown to have a decided 
value in the ration pf laying hens and 
pullets. The pullets fed skltn milk 
averaged 140.2 eggs In a year; those 
fed meat scrap, 135.9 eggs, and those 
In the check pen that received no an
imal feed of any kind laid an average 
of only 61.2 eggs. 

It lias been shown that It is Impos
sible to judge the value of a hen as 
b layer unless she has been fed a ration 
that would give her an opportunity 
to demonstrate her capacity. Pullets 
that have not yielded profitably be
cause of a ration lacking in animal 
matter have become profitable layers 
when the defect in the ration was cor
rected. 

SEEK CONSTITUTIONAL VIGOR 
Good, Strong Birds Are of Great Im

portance in Building Up Flock 
of Heavy Layers. 

Constitutional vigor Is most Impor
tant in building up a flock of heavy 
layers. No bird should be used for 
breeding which ever has been sick. 
Good, strong, vigorous birds may be 
used for a number of years; longevity 
Is a real test of constitutional vigor. 

BEST GEESE FOR BREEDERS 
Usually Waste of Time to Try to Di*. 

pose of Old Fowls—Keep Them 
for Breeding. 

Old geese do not sell well In mar* 
ket, and It is usually a waste of time 
and money to attempt to so dispose 
of them. Keep the old ones for breed* 
>ng purposes, as they will be service* 
ible for from ten to twenty years, and 
ilea seU tbe young ones at murket. > 
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