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SOME 
SUES 

GRAND ALIBI 

The laundress was careless or un
lucky. At any rate, some raiment that 
should have been white always came 
back from the wash streaky. 

An interview was obtained, and the 
client made a complaint. 

"Lor, bless yer, mum," replied the 
laundress, "ye can't expect everything 
perfect he-o below. Why, if it was, 
there wouldn't be nothln' to look for
ward to In heaven." 

Everybody Pleased. 
"How's the new baby? "Last 1 heard 

you wanted to call her Pearl and her 
ma was holding out for Ruby/® 

"And her grandma wanted to name 
her Opal." 

"Well, how gld It come out?" 
"Ignored nobody and satisfied every

body." 
"Eh?" 
"Called her Jewel." 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS 

"This dear girl must be n£w to 
housekeeping." 

"What's her plaint?" 
"She wants to know what kind of 

»oap you use for washing lettuce." 

Misnamed. 
They say she has a gift if song. 

But father cannot see 
It in that light—each lesson costs 

The poor old man a V. 

Twisted. 
Crnbshaw—"The critics say your 

story of life in a small town is a won
derful delineation of character. 

Penfleld—They must be wrong. Four 
different fellows out there claim to be 
the hero.—Judge. 

Not Delicate. 
"How do you like my pound cake, 

dearie?" asked Mrs. Newlywed. 
"Why, er—er—er!" stammered Mr. 

Newlywed, "I don't think you pounded 
It enough, did you?"—Edinburgh Scots
man. 

Ancestors All Dead. 
Jiggs—I don't believe this rot about 

vltainlnes. My ancestors never knew 
anything about them. 

Giggs—Yes, but look what has hap
pened to your ancestors. Every last 
one of them Is dead. 

Right of Way Wrongs. 
"The pedestrian always has the right 

of way." 
"Yes," replied the timid individual, 

"but what's the good of a right of 
way that's always filled up with mov
ing vehicles?" 

Built to Order. 
"What's the matter with Smith? Got 

lumbago or spinal curvature or some
thing?" 

"No; he has to walk that way to fit 
some shirts his wife made for him." 

Profits in Sight. 
Crawford—Have you found your 

profits increase since you hired the 
efficiency expert? 

Crabshaw—No, but they will as soon 
as I fire him. 

SHE DIDN'T ACCENT 
"I ask you to be my wife. 1 don't 

know of any greater compliment I 
can pay you." 

"Well, we'll take It as a compli
ment Ferdy, and let It jto at that." 

Mary's Little Curl. 
Mary had a little curl. 

It hung beside her ear. 
But when she went to bed, it hung 

Upon the chiffonier. 

Just a Reminder. 
"Somebody sent the president of the 

railroad a railroad sandwich." 
"Poisoned?" 
"Oh. no. There was a note with it 

which said: 'How would you like to 
eat one of these?"' 

The Tin Wedding. 
Ingenue—Why do they call the tenth 

marriage anniversary a "tin wedding?" 
Bachelor Maid—Well, the romance 

Is beginning to get rusty. 

The Better Instrument. 
"I composed that song on the spur 

of the moment." 
"Well, use a pluno next time and 

you may gel better results." 

PARIS ETCHER FOUND ARTIST 

Marketed Prints Which Brought Fame 
to Soldier of the American Ex

peditionary Force. 

Alonzo C. Webb, the Americun sol
dier who has won sudden fame lu 
Paris art circles by his distinctive 
etchings, was content to pass his prints 
out among his friends. One day, how
ever, while he was having his etchings 
printed by the old-fashioned process 
called "tallle douce," the printer said: 
"Why don't you sell these etchings?" 

"They're not good enough," replied' 
Webb. 

"You're crazy," said the printer; 
"you wouldn't mind selling them, 
would you? Don't you need the 
money ?" 

"Yes, God knows I need it, but 1 
never thought of selling these things," 
rejoined Webb. 

The old man gave Webb a note to 
a dealer in the Rue de Rivoll who took 
"on depot" one each of five prints. 
The very nest day Webb received 

a letter at his home at Beilevue, ask
ing for three more to replace those 'the 
dealer had sold the urst day. 

"That must have been a happy morn
ing at Beilevue," I remarked, some
what stirred at this turning point in 
the life story. 

"Not especially," Webb replied. "I'm 
partly Scotch and don't often get ex
cited. I take good luck just as I take 
bad. I rarely even tell about good 
luck." 

"But don't you deprive yourself of 
a delightful thrill?" 

"The pleasure is 110 less in the ag
gregate. I take it in a quieter form; 
It lasts longer and there is 110 re
action."—Charles H. Grasty in tho 
New York Times. 

WHITE BEARS ON MT. RAINIER 

HAVE NO WORRY ABOUT DATES 

In Fortunate Albania They Knew Noth
ing of 8uch Things as Calen

dars or Clocks. j 

Calendars and clocks are luxuries lu j 
Albania. The untutored peasantry ' 
know only three periods of time— * 
morning, noon and night, atid two sea
sons of the year, winter and summer. 
Days and dates are Sanskrit to them. 
Nor have they any conception of dis
tances. When a traveler asks an Al
banian the distance of one point from 
another, he never answers in miles or 
kilometers, but "it is half a day, it is 
two days, It 1s a week." When an Al
banian makes an appointment, lie is 
considered to have kept It If he comes 
within two or three hours of the time 
set. 

With the absence of calendars, the 
people naturally do not know their 
correct ages, especially those in the 
country districts. In this respect the 
women of Albania' enjoy an advantage 
over their sisters in foreign countries 
who guard so jealously the secret of 
their years. Often the age of an Al
banian woman is unknown even to 
herself. 

Revised Ages of Man. 
At Five—Nobody loves me. I'm go

ing out in the garden and eat worms. 
At Fifteen—She does not love me. 

I shall hang myself in her father's 
garage. 

At Twenty—The world does not un
derstand me. Life is a failure. 

At Thirty-five—Why .didn't I niariy 
Mabel Instead of Helen. Mabel always 
understood me. 

At Forty-Five—Now, if I were Presi
dent of the United States I would— 

At1 Sixty—Ihis isn't such a had old 
world after all. 

At Seventy—I expect to see u great 
improvement in conditions in the next 
20 . or 30 years. 

At Eighty—Johnny, tell your mother 
that her grandma and I have gone to 
the cabaret.—New York Sun. 

Arabs Use Opium Bait. 
A novel way of catching fish by 

Arabs was described by Lieutenant 
Commander A. S. Elwell-Sutton in de
scribing the work of the British gun
boats on the river Tigris above Bagdad. 

The natives, there, lie said, laid a 
ground bait pf lumps of dough con
taining a small quantity of opium. The 
fish swallowed that and," becoming stu
pefied, floated about with their white 
bellies uppermost. Arabs went in pur
suit of them on blown-out sheepskins 
which they maneuvered with their feet 
while the hands were free to hold the 
landing net. 

To Make Scientific Investigation*. 
Mountain miners in the Andes do 

heavy labor in a rarefied atmosphere 
that makes the slightest effort fa
tiguing to newcomers, says the Sci
entific American, and Canadian sci
entists' are in Peru to discover 
whether this immunity of the miners 
is due to changes In the blood or 
to other functions. The scientists will 
yield their own blood, both at sea 
level and at three-miles altitude, and 
the samples will go to our universities 
for analysis. 

France Encourages Aviation. 
France recognizes the value of air 

travel and its importance to the future. 
She has budgeted 154,878,000 francs 
for civilian aviation for the year 1922. 
Naturally, Paris is the great center of 
French commercial aviation, the Le 
Bourget airdrome in tiie suburbs taking 
on the appearance of a busy railway 
termiuHl. Airpiaues to and from Lon
don (five departures daily) and Brus
sels carry the largest number of pas
sengers. 

Her Orbit. 
"John the cook lius gone." 
"Does she I'Xjiert In return?" 
"I don't know. Inn she's tin? rotating 

kind. She may jia.vs Hirougii a dozen 
families and get buck to us in a year." 

Exploring Party Flnda Strange Animal* 
and Other Matter* of Mora Than 

Passing Interest. 

The Landry-Bergues party attempt
ing a midwinter ascent of Mount 
Rainier, made some scientific dis
coveries while encamped at an altitude 
of 9,000 feet awaiting Improved 
weather conditions. First, several 
members of the exploring party dis
covered that an almost pure white 
bear of medium size inhabits the big 
mountain and Its environs. 

The bear, which appears to be iden
tical in shape and movement to the 
common black bear of the forests, ap
parently lives In Ice caves and snow 
fissures. 

Another find Is the frost flower. This 
wonderful plant is found only where 
snow Is eternal. Bursting from the 
frozen snow It grows the first day to 
the height of three feet, flowers the i 
third day and the fourth day resolves j 
into mysterious seed pods, then as sud- j 

denly dissolves Itself. The stem, leaves j 
and flowers are white. The stalk is one i 
Inch in diameter, the leaves—threfe in ' 
number—In the broadest part are one I 
inch and a half in width, covered with 
unflnltesitnal cones of snow. The flower 
fully expanded Is star-shaped. Efforts 
are to be made to gather seed of this ' 
snow plant for propagation in artlfl- j 
clally cooled botanical gardens lu 
Washington. " 

The spiral snowdrifts are another I 
curiosity never before seen. At the ; 
9,000-foot height snow drifts in a cir- ! 
cular manner, causing It to pile up in 1 

spiral or spring-like columns 10 to 20 ' 
feet thick. At the top a weird little ' 
curlicue of fresh snow tips the freak- | 
ish drift, making of It a veritable white ' 
toadstool—Longmire, Wash, corros-
pondence in New York Sun. 

AFRICAN TRIALS BY ORDEAL! 

A* in the Middle Age*, the Accused ' 
Has Little Chance of Proving 

His Innocence. i 

In one part of Africa a native wiio 
has fallen foul of the law can only i 
prove himself innocent by swimming : 

through a pool infested with croco-: 
diles. If he gets through safely—al-! 
most an Impossible feat—he is a free ' 
man. ! 

Not so dangerous, but exceedingly I 
unpleasant, is the "ordeal by pepper." 
The accused is given a pipe—says' 
Dugald Campbell, In his book entitled 
"In the Heart of Bantuland"—and this ; 
is filled to the top of the bowl with 
a mixture of tobacco, red pepper, and 
one or two lesser ingredients. The 
offender lias to smoke this peppery 
mixture until all the tobacco is smoked 
to dust. Should he be forced to spit, 
lie Is considered guilty. ; 

Mr. Campbell's book is full of In-
terest. He tells us that dolls, in Ban
tuland, are made from corncobs. Clay 
Is used for the heads, and beads for 
the eyes and teeth. 

Should a child die, the doll Is hand
ed to a sister, but if there Is no sis
ter, the doll Is buried with all cere
mony In a grave beside that of the 
dead child. j 

"Honi Soit." j 
He gazed at her faultless, satin- i 

shod feet, then his eye traveled up
ward a little—there was a bit too much 
shapely silken leg visible, he leaned 
forward and pulled down her filmy ' 
negligee. Not that he minded, hlm-f 
self, but he thought of the others who 
might see her. 

She did not rebuke him; she even 
continued to smile as he put his hand 
on her bare shoulder and Intimately 
adjusted the ribfion strap. 

Then he stepped back, and, head on 
side, looked at her with satisfaction, 
and crossing the big show window, he ! 
called into the depths of the store: 

**Say, there, I've finished dressing 
the window with the exhibit of ladles' 
underwear and negligees. Do you 
want to have a look at It before we 
pull the shades?"—Judge. 

Compact Lantern. 
Measuring but six by five and one-

half inches, an electric lamp has been 
placed on the market and is available 
for general use. * The case is made of 
heavy metal thoroughly nickel-plated. 
A standard low-voltage tungsten lamp 
is used, well protected by a wire guard. 
A bail serves as a handle, and the hook 
on it permits it to be hung on a rod, 
nail or hook. The bail can be rotated, 
so that the lantern may be turned to 
any angle desired and carried upward, 
downward or sideways. 

With the dry battery used In this 
lamp It will give about 20 hours' con
tinuous service and about 40 hours' In
termittent service.—Washington t ar. 

He Had Got Rid of It 
Barney Barnard is responsible for 

the story of the Gentile who bought a 
packet of cigarettes from Mr. Isaac 
Tsaacsteln, his regular tobacconist. 
'Isaac," said the customer, after tin; 
purchase had been completed, "you 
gave me a bad quarter in my change 
the other night." "Impossible," an
swered Isaac, "l never took or gave 
a bad coin away In my life. With my 
40 years' experience in handling 
money, I can tell by the touch at once; 
physical instinct, my boy. I suppose 
you managed to get rid of It?" "Yes," 
was the reply. "I have just paid it to 
you for these cigarettes." 

MUST NEVER BE OFF GUARD 

KNEW ALL ABOUT "LA GRIPPE" 
People of the Eighteenth Century 

Suffered From Its Attack* a* Do 
Those of Today. 

Amid all our sufferings from the 
"grip," "Russian Influenza," "blitz 
katarrh," "Spanish Influenza," "flu," 
et Id omne genus, the name and writ
ings of Sebastian Mercier are too 
much forgotten. In his picturesque 
"Tableau de Paris" Is to be found the 
following passage on the "grippe," 
written in 1787, which might have been 
written today: 

"Almost every year toward the 
middle of November occur catarrhal 
Indispositions caused by the presence 
of a humid and cold atmosphere and 
fogs which suppress transpiration. 
Many die of It, but the Parisians, who 
laugh at everything, call these colds 
the 'grippe,' the 'flirt,' but the laugher 
three day3 later Is himself 'gripped' 
by It and goes down to the grave. 

"Passing from old rooms and theater 
halls to the open air makes this sup
pression of the transpiration almost 
unavoidable. The new fashion of 
wearing long cloaks is excellent. It 
gives protection against the cold. Tak
ing good exercise is even a surer 
remedy. The women who are compelled 
to wait some time for their carriages 
—those charming, delicate women I 
see shivering along the staircases and 
porticoes—should consider that their 
pelisses are not sufficient to protect 
them against mishaps." 

What would he have said to the ab
breviated skirts of today? 

The Witch I 
Conductor—Paadon me, madam, but 

your girl seems more than twelve. 
Her Mother—Conductor! Would 

you take me to be the mother of a 
girl that age? 

Conductor—Lady, don't tell me 
you're her grandmother!—Sydney Bul
letin. 

Radio in Yosemite. 
Yosemlte's granite cliffs rise straight 

Into the air for 3,400, 4,000 and oc
casionally 5,000 feet. Yosemite valley 
Is literally a "hole In the ground," 
and some wireless experts declared lo
cal conditions were entirely against 
successful operation of a wireless sta
tion there. Nevertheless, valley folk 
recently have been getting -news re
ports, weather predictions, market 
quotations and lots of good music right 
out of the air, with no other aerial than 
wires strung between two of the. giant 
trees with which the valley floor Is 
forested. 

Edwin J. Symmes, of Alameda, put 
In the first wireless set for his own 
amusement and has received messages 
from several score damped and un
damped wave stations, including Hono
lulu and Catallna island. Government 
authorities also have put in a station, 
which will be used to keep In touch 
with the outside world. j 

Telephone Improvement. 
Considerable progress lias been made 

in the development of telephonic hear
ing aids for the partly deaf, but the 
limit had apparently been readied 
along this line until the new vacuum 
tube amplifier described in the Popu
lar Mechanics Magazine was produced. 
This tube," the result of the efforts in
itially inventors, consists primarily of 
a small electric bulb having within it 
a lilunieDl, a spiral wire culled a grid, 
and u metallic plate, all in the order 
named. 

Men Who Train or Care for Wild 
Animals in Circuses Cannot Afford 

to Relax Vigilance. 

There's a saying in the circus zoo 
when a new attendant, disregarding the 
warnings of old-timers, bectfmes care
less while working about the cages. 
"Here's a new animal trainer," the 
veterans will remark, as they watch 
the fresh helper petting a tiger or a 
leopard. They know that It is only 
a matter of a few days until the "cat" 
will lash out with its claws unsheathed 
and rip the arm of the newcomer. They 
also know that nothing will teach this 
type of attendant the alert carefulness 
necessary In handling wild beasts but 
an ugly scratching. They can only 
hope that the man's hurts will be 
slight. He must have a lesson. He 
must realize that all, animals are 
dangerous at all times, even If some 
are more so than others. 

One often hears It contemptuously 
remarked, writes Frank Braden in 
Popular Mechanics Magazine, that such 
and such a beast in an act is "just 
a mangy, toothless old lion," but often 
that mangy, toothless old lion, because 
of its rage, Is more dangerous than its 
mates in their prime. The old lion Is 
testy, and no matter what its years, 
it carries a wallop backed by ripping 
claws. Some of the world's foremost 
trainers, working with the same beasts 
In acts year after year, have paid for ' 
the slight carelessness that familiarity 
with and affection for their jungle pets 
have insidiously brought about. At an 
unexpected diversion—the overturning 
of a pedestal, for instance—the 
animals have leaped upon their mentor, 
but with the element of complete sur
prise absent, no real wild-animal 
expert is caught completely unaware 
by a beast's leap. 
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Changes in the Pleiades. i 

The question presents itself whether ! 
three stars of the constellation of the ! 

Pleiades have less brilliancy than for-; 
merly, or whether prehistoric man had • 
a better sight than ours, or If he was | 
wont to climb up the mountains to ; 
examine the Nearest stars, or if the • 
atmosphere of past ages was purer j 

than ours? This problem arises from 
the fact that we see from below only 
seven of the stars of the Pleiades and 
that the last three stars can only be 
seen by ascending to the highest sum
mits, while there have just been dis
covered stones dating from prehistoric 
jimes upon which the ten stars are 
engraved. This interesting question 
in astronomy and archeology has been 
broached to the French Academy of 
Sciences by M. Blgourdan. j 
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