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President, newütp h U office and to 
public affairs, kau coerced into re
voking it. Ifjjthe workingmen of 
the country 
this question afui had stood up for 
their rights he would trot have re
voked that order.

One of the loud complaints of the 
land grabbing tt»t had been that the 
democratic Secretary of the Interior 
and Commissioner of the Land Office 
send out spied, under the name of 
“agents” to “byrry the poor settler.” 
It is always the “poor settler, you 
see. Mr. Paysbn showed that these 
agents were firjst appointed under a 
republican administration; that it 
was done becai/se—

fouitd^tai «the public lands 
were neing rapidly reduced, so that 
men going out to settle upon them 
found that great areas of those lands 
were being gras|K*d by syndicates of 
capitalists who had obtained a foot
hold, in consequence of which those 
who desired to settle upon the lands 
were compelled to get them by pur
chase from somebody who, without 
proper
them. The system began because 
there was a necessity for it, because 
it was plainly apparent, and which 
has since lieen demonstrated, that a 
system of public plunder, never 
equalled in the history of crime 
against the gevernment, was lieiug 
carried on, anti to detect the details 
of it agents were necessary.

SMALL FORCE OF LAND AGENTS.

There are, it seems, only eighteen 
of these agents, and why Mr. Ran
dall, the head of the Appropriations 
Committee, r fused money for a 
much larger force, which is urgently 
needed, he ought to be asked to ex- 
plain by the Knights of Labor in his 
district. Here is what Mr. Payson 
said in the House:—

The Interior Department is now 
investigating the matter, and the 
reason why more of these frauds 
have not been discovered is because 
of the parsimony oi the House of 
Representatives, which demand a of 
the Interior Department the scour
ing of an area of country as large as 

only «*igb-
teen rneji. We stand here, Mr. 
Speaker* and when aq Appropriation 
bill comes up we quibble and haggle 

not we will give 
fifteen or sixteen men to aid in this 
work in the Interior Department to 
determine such questions and t>> dis
cover by actual observation such 
frauds as are being perpetrated. 
Til it is tee reason why more are not 
discovered. The department lias 
not the force and the House refuses 
to furnish it.

LABOR AND LAND. because they were palpably in the 
interest of the cattle company.

Thousands and thousands of acres 
of public land-—I think over 45,000 
acres—are in like condition 
fraudulent attempts to secure titles 
by this same corporation. The rec
ord as to which may be referred to 
bj* any member of this House.

Ol course, Mr. S|>eaker, it is with 
the best of grace and from the purest 
and most disinterested motive that 
this man prepares and urges the 
passage in a convention of cattle 
men of a resolution denouncing the 
methods of Mr. Commissioner SpArks 
and that his policy is detrimental to 
the true interests of the farmers of 
this section.

Let us

entries in the Humboldt district, 
Cal., made in the interest of» lum
ber company, covering 58,000 acres, 
320 reported and 249 adversely acted 
upon.

Eighty entries in Pueblo county, 
Col., covering 12,000 acres, made in 
the interest of a cattle company, 22 
reported and 8 adversely acted upon 
at date.

Twenty-five entries in Pueblo 
county, Col., covering 4,000 acres, 
made in the interest of a cattle man; 
not reported individually as yet. 
Agent investigating.

Twenty-five desert entries in Lar
amie county, Wy. T., covering 45- 
000 acres, made in the interest of a 
cattle company; 38 adversely re-r- 
ported and final proof tendered in 
37 cases for the reason that the 
entries were not bona fide.

One hundred and seventeen desert 
entries in Laramie county, Wy. T., 
made in ihe interest of a speculative 
company, covering 74,000acres, gen
eral adverse report in all and indi
vidual adverse reports in 19 cases. 
Remainder being investigated.

In the two cases last preceding 
the entries were made almost wholly 
in the names of non-residents, prin
cipally of the Eastern States, who 
never

m

ftf id been informed on[*!
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The Knights of Labor all over 
the country have wisely united in a 
strong demand for a thorough re
form in the monstrous abuses of the 
public land system, so that at least 
some part of the great public do
main might be saved from corpor
ations and land grabbers of various 
kinds for homes for the people. It 
is honorable to the order that it has 
moved in this matter, which so 
nearly concerns American working-
men, and not only them, but the 
continued peace and good order of 
the country. So long as the dissat
isfied among American workingmen 
can secure independence by a re
moval to free homesteads on public 
lands so long there will remain a 
safety valve for their dissatisfaction. 
The sensible workingman will not 
conspire while he can belter his cou- 
ditiou on the public lands.

But if land reform is to be accom
plished the Knights of Labor must 
prepare to bring the strongest pres
sure they can upon the next Con
gress. The leaders of the order can 
do no more important work than to 
awaken their membership'to this ur
gent necessity. Land reform is op
posed and land grabbing is main
tained by influences in and out of 
Congress not easily overcome. Hun
dreds of millions of corporate and 
individual capital are banded to
gether to resist the repeal of laws 
which substantially legalize land 
grabbing and to cuuse the failure of 
laws forfeiting unearned land grants 
and restoring probably more than 
two hundred millions of acres to the 
public domain for homes for the 
landless.
ON£ VOICE .'ÜAINrT LAND 01UB9INO.

Congressmen L. E. PayBou, of 
Illinois, in a notable speech in the 
House, in February, exposed, in 
terse and vigorous language, some 
part, though not by any 
of this gigantic evil. Ht 
men who were defending the system 
under which land grabbing is car
ried on.

It will be remembered that in 
June, 1886, Secretary Lamar issued 
an order which suspended land en
tries in certain localities. On the 
publication of this order the country 
rang with outcries that “the poor 
settlers” were being wronged; and 
those screams, which came not from 
the settlers at all but from the land 
grabbers, produced such au effect 
that the order was, unfortunately, 
almost immediately revoked.

Mr. Payson said of this order :—
It was in the line of precedent of 

almost sixty years, numerous and 
important, but witji this difference: 
—In all the earlier' cases the with
drawals and suspensions were all for 
the benefit of railroad, canal, wagon 
road on other corporations, and had 
the support—indeed, were generally 
made on the request o* eminent 
in public life, for the benefit always 
of the corporations aod covering 
millions of acres of lands taken out 
of the operation of law.

I have one list here under my 
hand of withdrawals of 54,000,000 
of acres for sixty-seven railroads 
not authorized by law and made in 
the discretion of the executive offi
cer, all before this administration.

So long as the corporations of the 
country were the beneficiaries of this 
action not a voice was ever raised 
against it, nor have any of these 
gentlemen since even criticised these 
earlier acts so far as I know.

But so soon as a suspension is 
made to stop thieving and robbery 
and protect the public domain for 
the people Rome howls.

SOMETHING FOR TOILERS TO REMEMBER.

That.is a matter for the Knights 
of Labor and workingmen all over 
the country to remember. When, 
in other days, rich corporations 
wanted their way with the public 
lands they got the law suspended 
and nobody cried out. But when 
the present administration wished to 
use that long established precedent 
to protect the homes of the poor 
against corporations, syndicates and 
land grabbers, then there arose at 
once so furious au outcry that the

It
, Mr. Speaker, as to the 

farmers of that section. I have in 
my mind the holding of land of 
another great corporation in that 
part of the Union.

A section of the country nearly 
fifty miles in width and nearly one 
hundred in length, an ana larger 
than tlie area of each of several of 
the States in the Union, is under 
the control of tills company, a por
tion of which, less titan one- half be
ing railroad land and procured from 
it by this company; but upon all 
this vast area of land there is not to
day a single free holder, not •» man 
upon it except at the will and pleas
ure of this company as a visitor or 
an employe 1

Think of it, an area larger than 
Jthode Island or Delaware, a large 
portion of it secured, as I have good 
reason to believe, by fraud—aye, 
crime—and nota freeholder there! 
Nota spot on which an American 
foot can rest without permission 
from this corporation 1 A large part 
of its capital owned by aliens, too.

I am told that the man who is at 
the head of this enterprise, who has 
lieen in this city for some time dur
ing this session, doubtless “lobbying 
in the interest of the cattle grow
ers”'and cursing Sparks, is now in 
the gallery listening to my remarks 
—(laughter and applause)—and lie 
doubtless voted in the Convention 
that the policy of the department is 
prejudicial to the best interests of 
tlieA* farming côinihüiiUÿ”ln thhi sec
tion of the Union.”
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Twent\-one entries in Umatiil 
county, Ore., covering 3,000 acre 
made in the interest of one specullj 
tor; all adversely reported and at. 
ed upon.

Thirty|six entries in Finney couiL 
Kan., covering 5,7000 acres, made • 
the interest ol a cuttle corupa'^y. 
the trial of the suit to cor ' '
moval of fences maintained 
company the manager testifie 
the entries were made at tin 
tation of the company and we 
trolled by it.

Sixteen entries in Grant c 
Ore., covering 1,500 i créa, un 
the interest of a calt.e
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But Mr. Payson did not stop with 
this case, and the following list of 
land grablters—‘*only a few cases,” 
says Mr. Payson—deserves the at
tention of every K. of L. and every 
workingman in the land. They are 
only samples of the gigantic frauds 
going on, which men in both houses, 
but especially republican corporation 
Senators, insist shall not be prevent
ed or made to cease, but shall l»e for
mally legalized’ This list shows 
also how great a work the Land Of
fice is doing with the insignificant, 
force which Mr. Randall refused to 
increase:—

I have another case in mind in 
that part of the Union. One com
pany lias procured in a very few 
years over thirty miles of continu
ous wuter front on the North Platte 
River and sufficient land behind this 
to control hundreds of thousands of 
acres there.

Believing that some such state
ment might be fhade that the rich 
were not being interfered with, I 
have collected a few cases of that 
character of land entries which are 
being investigated by the Land Of
fice, from which the House can sec 
whether these statements are sus
tained by the facts, and I only cite 
such cases as are of record in the 
Department of the Interior.

Twenty-seven entries in Bent 
county, Col., covering 4,320 acres, 
made in the interest of a cattle com
pany, reported and adversely acted 
upon’

Two hundred and ten entries in 
Bent and Las Animas counties, Col., 
covering 32,000 acres,-made in the 
interest of a cattle company, of 
which 104 have been reported upon, 
all adversely, and 47 cancelled.

Two hundred and forty three 
entries in Custer county, Neb., cover- 
ering 36,000 acres, made in the inter
est of the cattle company 61 of which 
have been reported upon and 18 
cancelled.

Twenty-eight entries in Albany 
county, Wy. T., made in the interest 
of a cattle 
10 reported upon and adverse ac
tion taken.

Thirty entries in Bent county, 
Col., covering 4,500 acres, made in 
the interest of cattle men; 27 of 
which have been reported and 16 
adversely acted upon.

Three hundred and sixty-five

as to whether
means, all 

e replied to
Forty-five entries in Cowlitzt 

county, VV. T., covering 7,000 acres, 
made in the interest of a lumber roan 
all adversely acted upon.

Forty-eight entries in St Louis 
county Minn., made in the interest 

iron company, aggregating 6- 
5U0 acres, all adversely acted upon.

Twenty-eight entries in Brown 
county, I). T., covering 4,4000 acres, 
made in the interest of a live-stock 
company, ten entries acted upon ail 
adversely.

Thirteen entries in Bent county,
Col., covering 2000 acres, made in 
the interest of a cattle man; eight 
cases reported and all acted upou ad
versely.

Twenty entries in the Deluth dis
trict, Minn., made in the interest of 
a lumber company, covering 4,000 
acres; all acted upon adversely.

Ten entries in Chehalis county,
W. T., covering 1,600 acres, made 
for one speculator; all adversly 
acted upon.

Sixteen entries in Whatcom coun
ty, W. T., covering 2,500 acres, made 
in the interest of two lumlier com
panies; adverse reports in each case.

Two tracts in St. Louis county, 
Minn., covered by entries aggregat
ing 55,000 acres, all made in the int
erest of two lumber companies, ad
verse reports in each case.

Six entries in Klamath county, 
Ore., covering 12,000 acres, made in 
the interest of a cattle man, all ad
versely acted upon.

Twelve entries in Cowlitz county,
W. T., covering 2,000 acres, made in 
the interest of a lumber company; 
all adversely acted upon.

From these statements, Mr. Speak
er, it will be seen that ihe twenty 
five cases specified, where the fraud
ulent entries were made for the ben
efit of large operators, include 1,522 
entries, covering 350,520 acres, niqi, » 
that to date 753 of the entries have 
been adversely acted upon. The re
mainder of the number, with a few 
exceptions, arc awaiting action.

HOW THE STEALING 18 DONE.
IIow these frauds are committed 

told as follows:
It was done by men of means hir

ing men to go on the lands and make 
colorable entries, paying them a 
rnonthy salary for their services. I 
may take three minutes to explain,

(Continued on fourth page.)
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James McKeough, TUE OATTLE SYNDICATE.

Mr. Perkins, of Kansas, who evi
dently has his friends among the 
land grabbing fraternity, said :—

Not one cattle syndicate is here 
protesting against the General Land 
Office. They are not disturbed so 
far as I know. For them a special 
immunity seems to he given.

Mr. Payson’s reply was quick and 
to the purpose. He took as 
stance the resolutions of the “Con
solidated Association of the Cattle 
Growers of the United States” de
nouncing Land Commissioner Sparks 
showed that a person had been ap
pointed by the association to “attend 
the next Congress and lobby in be
half of legislation for the cattle in
terests,” middle then went on :—

1 have taken occasion to look up 
the record of this gentleman at the 
Land office, for it is a singular fact, 
which can be demonstrated by any 
gentleman here, that in almost every 
instanccr—understand ine, in almost 
every instance—where a party rushes 
into the press to denounce the Land 
Office or the department that party 
has a record in the department as a 
land grabber, and on a large scale !

So I looked him up, and I find 
that lie is one of a corporation form
ed out of two partnerships in which 
lie was named and largely interested, 
which corporation is engaged in ac
quiring va9t areas of land in one of 
the Territories, and that quite Re
cently at one land office final proofs 
were offered on thirty-nine entries, 
aggregating 24,960 acres— all the 
proot8 of compliance with the law 
made by only four men in the whole 
thirty-nine cases ; these were em
ployes of the corporation 
the entries ’before a notary public 
who is also jits employe, nearly all 
the alleged entrymen being non-resi
dent of the Territory and /esidiug in 
the city of Boston, and have never 
been nearer tjhelaud than city 1
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