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dists—Çatholic Work

y

HOW THE INDIANS AND ESKIMOS OF ALASKA HAVE BEEN CHRISTIANIZED qn the Yukon—Holy Cross School

(Copyright 1916, by Frank G. Carpenter) about Bethel have 1500, and in the last mid
winter holidays they had what might he call
ed a reindeer contest or fair. This was to 
stimulate an interest in all matters connected 
with deer raising. There were speed con
tests in loading and lashing sleds and speed 
races. There were premiums for the best las
soing of an unbroken deer, the best and quick
est harnessing and hitching, and in driving deer 
for a quarter of a mile, a half mile and longer. 
At the same fair the men practiced foot 
and the women brought in baked bread for 
prizes. The Moravian missions have ntow 
about 800 Eskimos among their 
They are said to be doing excellent work.

The Catholic missions are largely managed 
by the Jesuit Fathers, 
stations, of which 17 are provider! with resi-

and they seem to have been dressed for our dians. 
visit, as it was known the steamer would ar
rive today.

We were graciously received by the teachers 
and pupils. There was a song of welcome in 
English by the kindergarteners, and an address 
by one of the older girls, which slie read from 
a paper. Later we had humorous songs and 
recitations, and the hour closed with the chil
dren singing “My Country. Tis of Thee," in 
which the passenger-visitors joined. The cele
bration was delightful, and it was hard to real
ize that the little Indians came of tribes which 
until recently had been almost barbarian. The 
children are taught to read and write. The 
boys learn trades and the girls to cook, sew and 
keep house. The children live at the school, 
the fathers and sisters believing that they are 
better off when k'ept away from their families.

extract from the record 
found :

the day they wereonHOLY CROSS, Lower Yukon.

HE Indians of Alaska are al
most all Christians. For sev
eral generations the mission
aries have been working 
among them, and the prop
erty and life of the stranger 
is now safe all the way from 

Ketchikan to Point Barrow. When the Rus
sians discovered the country the natives were 
savages; and 10 years after we took possession 
Sitka and St. Michael were armed trading 
posts where the Eskimos were shut out at night 
that the inhabitants might rest in safety. For 
years not a single whaler dared stay overnight 
at Cape Prince of Wales, and the man who 
traveled through the wilds took his life in his 
hands. Today one can go alone by sledge 
through any part of Alaska and feel safe.

The mission work has l>een done by 
churches of many denominations, and it is 
still going on in all parts of the territory. The 
Presbyterians have stations at Haines, Sitka.

Bishop Stringer’s first work 
the Eskimos.

was among 
He came from Canada to Her- 

shel Island, which lies in the Arctic ocean nut 
far from the Mackenzie river, 
a whaling station, and in some winters more 
than 700 whalers live there in order that thev

Thursday, October 21, 1009 
of sealskin boots, 

toaste 
small 
flour

Breakfast off 
des and tops, boiled and 

1. Soles better than uppers. Soup from 
scraps ot bacon and scrapings from the 
barrel. The last we have.
Took a long time to pack up. Conclud- 
were in the Peel river country.

■n s voices in the distance and saw houses 
. hand about a

ill It is noted as

Im
Tired. Handsm may start their business with the first break

up of the ice in the spring. Bishop Stringer’s 
work was among the whalers as well as among 
the Eskimos. When he came there the latter 
were the tools of the whalers, 
sense of property rights, and they were sunken 
and degraded to a remarkable degree. Through 
the Christian work of the Hershel Mission, the 
character'of the race has practically changed 
The most of the Eskimos are now Christians, 

and they arc advancing in civilization.
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races mile ahead. We stopped 
and thanked Cod for bringing us to human 
habitation.”

They had no

members. Dut 
to the 
at 'Da 
I le st;

ing that trip the bishop had started 
Eskimos in May, leaving* Mrs. Stringer 

lie was then on his wav home, 
id only a fortnight to rest and

out

vs< HI.

recuper
ate and then walked 800 miles to rejoin his 
family.

'There are nearly 100

FR \ X K 0. CARPENTER.1 asked Bishop Stringer to tell me something 
He replied:

“About five-sixths of all the Eskimos of the 
world are in the Canadian Dominion. There 
are altogether perhaps 10.000 of them. Th w 
live along the shores of the Arctic ocean 
do not go more than a hundred miles into the 
interior. 'Their chief business is fishing 
hunting. They sell their skins to the Hudson’s 
Bay company.

"It is astonishing,” said Bishop Stringer, 
“how eager the Eskimos are to become Chris
tians, and what ardent Christians thev ;

about the Eskimos of Canada.
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FOOD CONTROLLER A 
BRITISH NECESSITY
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and otlienvhercs in southeastern Alaska, and 
they are working as far north as Point Har
row mi the shores of the Arctic ocean. 
Baptists are converting 
Cook inlet and thev have an on

am
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along 
lanage at

1 Island, near Kodiak. The Methodists 
have a girls home at I'uga Island, near Una- 

in the edge of Bering sea. and the 
Swedish Lutheran church has missions at 
't akatat. not far from Cordova, and at Golog- 
nin, on the Seward peninsula, and at I’nalak- 

Thc Moravians are doing a great work 
along the Kusknkwim river and the Catholics 
and Episcopalians have mission stations in dif
ferent parts of the \ ukon and Tatiana basins 
There is a Catholic mission at Fort Gibbon, 
presided over by Father Jeddy, who has been 
in Alaska almost 20 years, and there arc resi
dent Jesuit priests at Juneau. Douglas. Skag- 
way, Ketchikan, Valdez and Fairbanks, 
well as at a half dozen stations along the lower 
Vukon, including Holy Cross where this let
ter is written.
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laska. ire. Ko-
cent 1 y we had 200 volunteers who asked to he 
missionaries and who were ready to start upon 
an expedition of church work that would in
volve an absence of two vears from home."
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It was through his wonderful work at Her
shel Island that the Rev. I. O. Stringer 
made Bishop of the Yukon, 
religious direction a territory as large as Ger
many.
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Indian Children From the Sheldon Jackson School, Sitka It consists of Yukon Territory and
the country east of it, running almost to Hud
son s Bay. It is the most northrly mission in 
the British empire and the most of its work is 
in the wilds. Jt was during one of his trips 
through that region that Bishop Stringer had 
his narrow escape from starving. He had fin
ished inspecting the Eskimo missions along the 
Arctic ocean and had started homeward

dent priests, 

chapels, 

and several convents.

Nineteen of the missions have 
There are also a number of schools 

There is an industrial

I he Episcopal church is pushing its work in 
Alaska. It opened a mission and school at An- 
vik on the Lower Yukon in 1887 and it has 
steadily extended its operations in the shape of 
schools, hospitals and churches 
Some of its work is devoted to the Eskimos 

1 especially that at Point Hope, which is a 
station along the '1 ukon, six or seven on the 
Tatiana, and quite a number about Prince Will
iam sound, and in southeastern Alaska, 
much work among the white 
the Indians.

as /

school for Indian boys and an orphanage for 
Indian girls at Korserefsky, since then.and there are 
schools for hoys and girls here at Holy Cross.

'The first mission work done in Alaska 
that of the Russians. 'I hev began to convert 
the Indians ot the Aleutian Islands more than 
a hundred years ago, and today there are more 
Creek Christians among the natives of Alaska 
than either Protestants or Catholics.

was

an<
over S/bthe Rocky mountains to Dawson, 

traveling on foot, hi>
lie was 

mly companion being a 
After a while 

'Thev were far awav

'I he Holy Cross Mission is on the Yul<iin
not far from the mouth of the Innoko river. 
The place consists

It docs lay preacher named Johnson, 
thev ran short of food.

Jt is said
that the church has more than 10.000 com
municants, whereas the Protestants and Cath
olics have altogether less than 2000. The 
Greek church has still something like 60 places 

f worship scattered over the territory. It 
has a cathedral at Sitka, a large church at Ju
neau. and there are mission stations here and 
there throughout the interior, 
sion at Anvik, and one 
many Eskimos, Indians and Aleuts believe in 
that religion.

at the mission Imildin; 
post office and a large Indian village made up 

of one-story log cabins.

s as we as amonga
from any settlement and starvation stared 
them in the face. For days they lived on roots, 
nuts and stewed squirrel. Now and then thev 
shot a ptarmigan and at one time killed 
grouse. The grouse is not bigger than a pig
eon, but they only nibbled at it, taking just 
enough to keep themselves alive.

During all this time they had no quarrels as 
to the division of the food. The bishop told 
me that most men lose their sense of what is 
right under such conditions. They are prone 
in suspect their fellows, and quarrels and 
deaths have been caused through the belief that 
one man gets more than the other. The bishop 
prevented this bv agreeing with Johnson that 
turn about one of them should always make the 
division of the food portions alloted for each 
meal and the other should then have the right 
to pick which of the two portions be desired. 

“For instance,” said Bishop Stringer, “our 
ans. 'The first meal might be the head and the leg of a ptarmi- 

came gan. After it was over we would discuss which 
part bad the most nourishment. We fiuallv 
decided on the head. We each lost 50 pounds 

tor during that journev.”

During my stay at Fairbanks I met the 
Rev. Hope Lumpkin, who is in charge of the 
mission there, l ie is editor

in’There is no hotel

except a steamer which is anchored near the 
shore and used as such, the

'if the Alaskan ao Churchman and is thequests coming <originator, 1 believe, of 
the custom of collecting and distributing old 
magazines to the mining camps.

arc sent by people from all over the states 
to Mr. Lumpkin at Fairbanks.
15,000 to 20,000

'These maga- >'There is a mis-
zincs

at Andreafski, arid
lie gets from 

copies a year. The maga
zines are done up into bundles, each containing 
some heavy reading and some light 

1 be miners call lor them and carry them
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reading.The Presbyterians have done a great work 
in Alaska. I be board of home missions sent 
Dr. Sheldon Jackson here about 40 
lie established the Indian training schools at 
Sitka and a girls' home there, and in connec-

( mi
their prospecting trips over the country.

aid to be of great value during the long 
lonely winters, and some men have said thev 
have been the only thing that stood between 
them and insanity.

They
years ago. arc s

1
Ition with S. Hall Young and others organized 

missions throughout the Ale 
lago, including those of Wrangell. Sitka. How- 
kan and Haines. 1 he farthest north mission 
in Alaska is at Point Barrow

V

mder archipe- alter Runriman (top) and Lord 
Milner.

Walter Rnnciman of the House of 
Cimmons and president of the Board 
o! Trade of England, hac worked out 
a Iplan for drastic food economies in 
Great Britain, including the appoint
ment of a fond controller, who will 
have absolute charpe of all th# food 
supplies in the United Kingdom. 
Izjndon. newspapers predict that 
1-itrd Milner will be appointed food 
controller soon.

'Two of the most remarkable missionaries of 
Alaska belong to the Episcopali; 
of these is the Rev. P. T. Rowe, win 
here in 1895 as the first bishop of Alaska, and 
tile other is Archdeacon Stuck, noted for bis 
work done among the Indians, and al 
having lieen one of the first men t 
top of Mt. McKinley, 
as much, if not more, than anv other one man
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It does work 
among the whalers and the Eskimos, and has 
bad a great influence in that part of the ter
ritory. Altogether the Presbyterians have 
about 16 churches, of which 12 are for na

ît was Dr. Jackson who did most in 
the introduction of the reindeer into Alaska and 
thus established a stock-raising industry, which 
is making many of the Eskimos and Indians 
"ich.

-<

reach theI ives.
I lishop Rowe has done 1 asked the bishop to tell me about eating his 

hoots. He replied:
“We did not do that until we were out of 

all other food. We should have starved had 
>ver we not eaten them, and it was only because the 

hoots were of the kind used by the Eskimos 
f the that we were able to eat them. Boots made of 

leather tanned and dressed in the ordinary way 
could not !>e eaten. The hoots, we had were of 
sealskin dried without tanning. 'They reached 
to our knees and contained quite a good deal of 
hide. Our first experiment with them was not 
a success. They had geen greased night after 
night and the oil had turned rancid. The taste

in the christianizing of interior Alaska, 
has traveled thousands of miles, now riding on 
his dog sled and now walking behind it 
the trails in his winter journeys in Alaska, and 
he has visited every navigable part 
country by steamboat and canoe.

1 le

ihe Society of Friends is working in the 
far north. It has three missions aliout Kotze
bue sound, which o|>ens out upon the Arctic 
ocean. Its school (here is one of the largest 
among the Eskimos and its missions are noted 
for their excellent work in training men to take 
"are of the reindeer.

HELP THE JEWS.
T •li-ws are famous for taking: rar« 

0! their own race. Rarely does one ses 

a Jew asking: alms of tlie public. No 
class of people has suffered more in 

this war than the Jews, unless it be 

the ï Atmenians. Tu; s have, p »rse- 

ented Armenians because they are be

lievers in Christ an I < Imstian nations 

have persecuted the Jew* because the/ 

are tot dir.dians. Jews in the Uni*- 
cd States arn planning 
relief for Jewish war sufferers in Ku- 
r°pe Already more than $6,000.000 has 
been collected anti distributed. The 
joint distributing committee of which 
Fell 
t<* I
1017. Most of this will come from Jew
ish reople. but all Christians who love 
liber 
pros
vent its wrath 
nam of Christianity, should respond 
cord ally and promptly to this appeal 
for help.—Leslie’s.

He goes out
with an Indian guide and a team of dogs, and 
in this way travels many hundreds of miles 
every winter. He is not only bishop and trav- 

chiefly from the boats going up and down , cling missionary, hut he is also doctor and

nurse, and his work is free to all.
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The Bishop Who Ate His Boots

stream.
I he work of the Moravians is remarkable. 

They are in one of the least known parts of 
Alaska. 'Their missions are along the Kus- 
kukwitn river and on the west

The mission buildings are on a bluff look
ing out over the Yukon. They are surround
ed by large fields in which potatoes, turnips 
and other vegetables are growing, 
also pastures upon which the cattle, owned by 
the schools, feed, and a long log stable where 
the cows are kept in the winter.

During my stay I have visited the schools. 
They now have about 110 pupils, ranging in 
age from kindergarten children to lusty boy 
and to girls ready for marriage. The chil
dren are Indians with reddish-brown faces, 
black eves and jet black hair.

Few appreciate the hardships that the mis
sionaries have undergone in these far north
ern parts ot our continent, 
stance. Bishop Stringer of the Church 
land, now in charge of the work in Yukon 
territory, with headquarters at Dawson, 
is known all over Canada as the bishop who 
had to eat his boots to keep from starvation. 1 
met him at Dawson, and had a long talk with 
him, during which, in response to my ques
tions, lie gave me some of his experiences in 
attempting to christianize the Eskimos and In-

was such that it was impossible to swallow or 
chew the skin. At last we tried boiling it and 

'Take, for in- then toasting it. The toasting took away
f Eng-, of the taste, and after that we were able to
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The
largest is at Bethel, not far from the mouth of 
the river, a place until recently reached only by 
the native kayaks or skin boats. Owing to the 
work of the coast survey, steamers can now go 
up the Kuskokvvim for hundreds of miles and 
the mission supplies can.come in on large ships. 
The Bethel mission was established more than 
30 years ago. The Moravian missions are do
ing well with their reindeer.

coast. There are
some

Warburg in th#» provident, hopes 
additional $10,000,000 inconsume them. With the exception of a few 

hits, we had eaten two pairs of hoots when 
were found.”

1 le we
y and who condemn all forms of 

‘out ion, especially that which 
the Jews In the

The bishop showed me some of 
the pieces left over which he has kept ns a relic. 
J hey are as black as ink and look like vul
canized rubber.

s

I was interested in the diary which the bish
op had kept describing the journey. Here is an

The Esl^imos All were clean


