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CIVILIZING THE ESKIMOS
W H A T  UNCLE SAM  IS DOING FOR THE N A T IV E S N EA REST THE N O R TH  POLE

Eskimo Schools at Point Barrow and Wainwright 
—The Town Councils and the School Republics— 
Making American Patriots—Industrial Education 
—Row the Girls Learn Cooking and Sewing— 
Sanitation and the School Bathtub—The Fight 
Against Tobacco and Alcohol.

(C o p y rig h t, 1917, by  F ra n k  Q. C a rp en te r .)

NOME. Alaska.

JSKIMO villages, with town 
councils elected b y  t h e  
people !

Eskimo schools, governed 
by republics, organized by 
the pupils !

Co-operative stores formed by the natives 
to get the most out of their work and their 
money !

Christian communities, modeled upon the 
Golden Rule to as great an extent as any in 
the United States !

These are some of the features of the civ
ilization brought about by Uncle Sam among 
the natives of Alaska. The work was started 
by the missionaries shortly after we. took 
possession of the territory. A decade later 
the government came to the aid of the mis
sionaries; and later still it took up the job 
as an independent undertaking. The a d 
vance has been steady, and now Uncle Sam 
is really the great father of his copper-skin
ned children of the far north. He lias already 
spent more than a million dollars upon their 
schools and he is now laying out something 
like $200,tX)U a year in educating and civiliz
ing them. 1 le is watching over their health. 
He is promoting their industries. He is 
teaching them self-government and making 
them American citizens. He is, in short, up
building them in every possible way.

This work is being done by the bureau of 
education at Washington. That bureau has 
an Alaska division, with headquarters at 
Seattle, and it has its superintendents, trav
eling over the country and studying methods 
for the upbuilding of the natives. The chief 
of the Alaska division is William T. Uopp, 
who came to Bering strait as a missionary 
teacher to the Eskimos. He began his work 
there when Benjamin Harrison was presi
dent and he has since held different positions 
as school teacher and school superintendent 
in the far northern parts of our territory. He 
has traveled o\ er the entire Arctic coast with 
reindeer and has visited most of the interior 
with sleds drawn by dogs. He now makes 
annual trips of thousands of miles visiting 
the schools. 1 have seen much of him since 
1 came to Alaska and a great part of the in
formation in this letter comes from him.

According to Mr. Lopp. Alaska is about 
the largest school division on the face of 
the globe. The territory is divided into five 
school districts, each of which has its own 
superintendent.  The districts are so large 
that if you could lift up Alaska and drop it 
down upon the main bodv of ottr country, 
the public schools for natives would fall it 
21 different states.

One of the districts is twice as big as Illi
nois, and each of the four others is, on the 
average, larger than Missouri. The school 
here at Nome, for instance, is more than 3000 
miles from Seattle, and that at Point Bar- 
row, on the Arctic ocean, is as far from 
Puget sound, where Superintendent Lopp 
has his headquarters,  as is the city of Osaka 
in central Japan. The school at Teller is 
3000 miles from Juneau, the capital of Alas
ka, and that at Dutch Harbor in the Aleutian 
Islands is 500 miles from Sitka, as the boat 
runs.

There are now about 77 public schools de
voted to the natives of Alaska, and each has 
its own school building. The buildings are 
seldom of more than one storv. They are 
made of frame or logs, and are equipped 
with school desks, blackboards and other 
educational machinery, '['hey are mostly 
heated by wood, and are lighted during the 
dark days of the arctic winter with coal oil 
or  gasoline distributed through a hollow 
wire-tubing. In most of the villages the 
schools are held for five days of each week, 
and the school sessions last for five hours. 
The terms vary in length according to the 
seasons and the occupations of the locality. 
The school is cut short when the big hunts 
are on;  and the killing of a whale on the 
ice may give the children a vacation for 
weeks. The several tribes go off fishing at 
various times during the summer to lay hi 
their winter supply of dried fish for them- 
selve and their dogs ; and they have times for 
the hunting of walrus and seal.

Each of the schools has one or more white 
teachers, and every teacher is a social work

er who strives to promote the physical, mor
al and industrial welfare of the natives. This 
is so of adults as well as children, and the 
school is the civilizing center of the commun
ity. The little Eskimos are taught to honor 
Old Glory. The school represents the Unit 
ed States government, and over it floats the 
American flag. I t  is the chief meeting place 
of the people, and in many cases they come 
to the teacher to settle their troubles. Chil
dren are taught that  they must not swear, 
nor use vulgar language. They are shown 

•the bad effects of drink and are not allowed 
to use tobacco in school. This is a great re 
form. Tobacco has always been common 
among the Eskimos. The custom wa 9

would often take a bath in the tub at one 
time. The adults took advantage of the tub, 
and during that term 492 school baths were 
recorded.

In these baths soap is now used, and the 
disgusting makeshifts of the past have been 
abolished. In some of the villages the old- 
fashioned sweat baths still prevail. These 
are held once a week during the winter. The 
bath-house is made of logs and sod. A fire 
is built on the earth in the center, and the 
smoke comes out through a square hole in 
the roof. W hen everything is redhot the 
coals are covered and a skin is placed over 
the roof hole, so that no heat escapes from 
the building. Perspiration is induced by
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brought in by the whalers, and the people 
are so addicted the use of the weed that it 
was formerly a rarity to find a child over 10 
years of age who did not smoke, chew or 
snuff. Along Kotzebue sound the Eskimos 
mix their smoking tobacco with shredded 
willow pith to make it go further, and they 
coar the fungus of the spruce tree and mix 
the powder with finely cut black Kentucky 
tobacco for snuff. In chewing tobacco it is 
said that many of these people swallow their 
saliva.

The use of alcoholic liquor is also dimin
ishing. This has been one of the curses of 
these natives. The poorest of whisky and 
alcohol is brought in by the whalers and 
traded for furs and whalebone. The Eskimos 
of the far north learned how to distill alcohol 
from molasses, sugar and flour. They mixed 
these together with water and boiled them 
in an old oil can into which was inserted a 
gun barrel fitted with dough or clay to ren
der the joints air-tight. This gun barrel was 
then passed through a block of ice, which 
condensed the steam from the mixture so 
that it came out drop by drop as a crude spir
it, which was caught in a receptacle. A 
drunken Eskimo acts like a crazy man; and 
every attempt is made to keep liquor out 
of the villages.

Sanitary methods are being taught by the 
school teachers and doctors. The bureau 
of education has a number of medical direct
ors who visit the schools and instruct the 
teachers how to care for the people. There 
are also trained nurses who work among the 
sick, and a war is being waged against tu b er 
culosis and other prevalent diseases. There 
are now 14 doctors and 14 nurses who are 
continually working among these people, but 
the number is not sufficient, and an appro
priation from congress is needed to establish 
an efficient medical service.

The teachers do all they can to instruct 
the people how to take care of themselves.
1 hey have established bathtubs in most of 
the schools, and many of the children now 
get baths once a week, and the grown-ups 
occasionally come in and have a wash-of;. 
1 he teacher at Kivalina, one of the Eskimo 
villages north of Bering strait, says that the 
bathtub is one of the chief features of his 
school. This was put in and connected with 
the stove before the school opened. Later, 
1* riday afternoons, after school hours, were 
set aside as a bathing time for the girls, and 
Saturday for the boys. The children could 
not get enough of warm water, and four boys

beating the body with bundles of willows. 
The bathers sit on a platform at one end of 
the house, and the heat serves in place ot 
towels for drying their bodies. Sometimes 
they rush out and pour cold water over 
themselves from holes in the ice.

1 have been greatly interested in tlie school 
republic, which have been established ad 
along the coast of the Arctic ocean. They 
are also to be found in the Seward peninsula 
and in the Yukon and Kuskokwim basin ;. 
There is one at Wainwright, between lev 
cape and Point Barrow, which has enacted 
its own school laws and governs the school 
under the teacher. All pupils who can read 
in the first reader are eligible for member
ship. The officers consist of a president, 
mayor and judge, each with a term of one 
month. There is a council, which meets 
every Friday afternoon. At this the presi
dent takes the chair and laws are enacted. 
No bill can become a law without it is passed 
by the council and is signed by the mayor.

Among the laws arc: “ No citizen shall
speak Eskimo in the schoolroom. No citi
zen shall whisper or look behind in school 
time. None shall he noisy or rule. He shall 
not wear his skin parka into the schoolroom, 
and he shall be fined if he comes to school 
with a dirty face or uncombed hair.” The 
laws give also the duties of the citizen-pupils 
and the work each is to do in cleaning and 
keeping the school. They provide for the 
records of attendance, of the game killed 
by the village hunters, of the weather, and 
also of the amount of paper, pencils and 
books to be used.

1 his school is governed by the mayor, wli;i 
has three police officers. One is a truant 
officer, one a health officer and another the 
monitor of the kindergarten. One of th ;  
police officers is always present in the school 
room, and this is so during the recess and 
after hours, when the schoolhou.se is used 
as a sort of club. The teachers sav that the 
republic has done a great deal of good.

A similar enthusiastic report comes from 
Kivalina, where they have a president, vice 
president, judge, two peace officers, two 
health officers and two commissioners of 
work. The term of office lasts for two 
months. The teacher there says that the 
peace officers and judge find very little to 
do. as the children are good and spend much 
of their time in outdoor sports. The health 
officers watch over the cleanliness of all the 
children in the village. They make every 
one clean himself of vermin, and when a

new child comes to school he is taken to 
the bathroom where his hair is combed and 
his body rigidly inspected. He is made to 
wash his face and hands, and if his clothing 
is dirty he is sent home to have it washed or 
changed. The commissioners of work do 
the hard labor of the school. They take care 
of the fires, sweep the schoolroom and bring 
in ice and snow for the bath tank. They can 
call upon other children to help them, but 
they are responsible for the work and do it 
well.

Kivalina has a town council, and this is so 
of nearly all of the Eskimo villages in the 
far north. The council of Kivalina is com
posed of five men. Three old Eskimos, and 
the other two are younger men who can 
read, write and speak English. This council 
takes charge of all matters relating to the 
village, including food and fuel. Last year 
the supply of firewood was not sufficient; 
this summer, under the direction of the coun
cil, driftwood was brought down on rafts 
from a beach 20 miles away, and a municipal 
woodpile large enough for next winter was 
built. 'The council is now considering the 
supply of dried fish for next season, and it 
will establish municipal fisli traps along the 
rivers.

The Eskimo town at Noatak which is on 
the Noatak river, some distance above Kot
zebue sound in Arctic Alaska, lias a govern
ment consisting of five trustees who settle 
all disputes among the people. It has a ls j  
peace officers who are annually elected. 
'These men have charge of the order of the 
village, and they have kept liquor from com
ing into it. The teacher there says that not 
one drop of liquor was sold in Noatak du r 
ing the whole of last winter, nor was there 
any desire tor it.

One of the most interesting schools of 
Alaska is that of Point Barrow. It is the 
most northerly school of the world. The 
settlement there consists of six or eight 
white men, in addition to the teacher, and 
about 200 natives. The whites are engaged 
iu whaling. 'The natives are Eskimos. 'The 
Eskimos fish and trap and catch whales an 1 
seals. I hey have also reindeer which add 
to their income, and on the whole they are 
well to do.

The school house at Point Barrow is be t 
ter than that of some of the other Eskimo 
villages. The building cost $6000, but it in
cludes also the home of the teacher. Part 
of the school’ outfit is used for industrial 
training. A blacksmith shop is connected 
with it, and this has a portable forge which 
is carried about from place to place. The 
boys are taught how to use tools. They learn 
carpenter work, and make all sorts of things 
from flog chains to the covering of canoes. 
The shop was built by volunteer labor.

In nearly all of these schools more or less 
industrial work is done. This relates to the 
girls as well as to the boys. 'The school at 
Selawik, in the Arctic circle, has a sewing 
department and a sewing machine. The m a
chine is used by the women of the village, 
and girls come from miles around to learn 
how to sew and make garments. The ma
chine is also used bv the young men for 
making sails for their boats.

The Selawik school has a kitchen where 
I he children are taught to make bread, using 
yeast. 'Thirty-live of the older women of the 
town have been taught cooking there, the 
pupils ranging from 10 to 60 years of age. 
Twelve hundred and eighty loaves of bread 

were baked in that kitchen last season, ami 
instruction was also given in such of the 
igloos as have stoves.

In another school, on the Arctic ocean, 
there are three classes in cooking each week. 
The girls make bread, rolls, biscuits and 
doughnuts, both at school and at home. Sour 
dough biscuits and hot cakes are now to be 
had in every igloo, and they have great feasts 
on Thanksgiving and Christmas. At W ain
wright last term 1000 loaves of bread, 41 
dozen cinnamon rolls, 30 dozen doughnuts 
and 26 dozen cookies were baked. The 
school classes took charge of the Thanksgiv 
ing and Christmas dinners and prepared and 
cooked them.

The advance in sewing is remarkable. Not 
many years 'ago a great part of the sewing 
was done with bone needles, and the work 
was confined to skin garments.  The skins

were so hard that they had to be chewed n 
the mouth before the needle would go 
through, and there are many Eskimo women 
still living whose teeth have been ground 
down to the gums by their work as seam 
stresses. Every school now lias its sewing 
class, and in some of them an hour a day i. 
devoted to making garments of one kind or 
another. The smaller girls hem towels and 
dishcloths. 'They make gingham aprons for 
the girls of the cooking class, and, in one 
school, each girl above the primary grade 
has made a dress for herself. In this work 
the girls take each o thers’ measurements, 
and then cut out the dress patterns. Thev 
also make dresses for the smaller children. 
In some of the schools they are embroider
ing on cotton the birds, flowers and animals 
of Alaska. Instruction in darning and mend
ing is given to both boys and girls.

In the school at Point Barrow, the sewing 
class made 150 garments last season. The 
pupils brought their own cloth, and did the;' 
sewing in the school under the direction oi 
the teacher. The product included dresses,
■ waists, snowshirts and other garments.

The children are learning how to handle 
money, and they are passing from the stage 
of barter to credit and cash. Arithmetic is 
taught in all of the schools, and the prob
lems are made to include the buying and 
selling of goods, the selling of furs and the 
importation of articles from the outside. Ar 
Point Barrow the advanced classes use th :  
price-lists in the mail order catalogues, and 
estimate what things cost in furs. They com
pute the expense of sending fox skins to 
Seattle by mail, and figure out the value of 
bearskins, whale bone and ivory.

Jn other schools, the problems mav dèa! 
with reindeer, dogs, seals and foxes. Monev 
values are thoroughly explained and time 
and distance are taught. Tn the past these 
things have had little significance among the 
Eskimos. All trades were by barter. Dis
tance has been determined by sleeps, or the 
time.one has to stop in going to a place. 
The Wainwright school, for instance, is 

three sleeps south of Point Barrow and one 
sleep north of Icy Cape.

In short, as Mr. Lopp says, there are few 
better people anywhere than these Eskimos 
of the far north. They are honest and intel 
ligent, full of good nature and extremely hos
pitable. They have a keen sense of justice 
and are willing to do the right thing. Thev 
arc good traders, and some are worth thou
sands of dollars made by their thrift and their 
skill in the breeding of reindeer.

FR A N K  G. C A R P E N T E R .

Little Girl Musical Genius; Age 
8 Months When Career Started
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M I8 8  T O L B Y  S Y N D E R M A N N

In a  squa lid  ten em en t, tn th e  h e a r t  o f  N ew  Y ork’» 
ilu ins, th ey  found l it tle  M iss T o lby  S y n d erm an n . S he  
w as drum m ing; w ith  h e r lingers on a  ro u g h  tab le , th e  
w hile she inscribed  on a  m usic c h a r t  In f ro n t  o f  h e r 
the n o tes of a  com position  w hich  proved to  be a  
classic. Tolb.v Is e ig h t y ears  old. W hen  sh e  w as e ig h t 
m onths old she ap p e a re d  a t  a  rec ita l in  P h ilad e lp h ia , 
ploying th e  ch o p stick s


