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A Bribery Lesson

“Maybe I took the money because I saw every one else doing
the same thing,” groans the father, and the danghter cries out, “To

" | spend years of toil in building a name and then to destroy it at one

| blow !"”

| There are times when the standard of morals sink dangerously
{low, and men barter their honor for a price; but there can never be
{a time when such actions will not be followed by the cry of the
daughter and the mute suffering of the wife. If the man who enters
the hall of temptation could be made to realize that, if he could be
made to hear that cry and see that face before he has sold his birth-
right for a mess of pottage, he would come through unscathed.

May it not be possible for these loved ones who know of the sin
only when the penalty is to be paid to do something to fortify the
tempted? Do all wives and daughters, however loving and faithful,
appreciate the position of the husband and father who enters the fierce
commercial struggle? Do they give him sufficient assurance that
they appreciate his character as a man, regardless of his ability as a
money getter? Honor is not yet such a lusty plant that it will
flourish amid weeds in a sterile soil without care and cultivation.

If this wife and this daughter had only known the snares that
were to be set for the feet of the husband and father, if they had
put their arms about him as he set out for the legislature, and
said, “We are proud of you. We are glad our neighbors have recog-
nized your worth and chosen you to represent them. We hope to
see you rise to still higher positions. But whether you do or not
we shall love you, not because you are a law-maker of a great State,
but because you are an upright man ; not because our neighbors have
taith in you, but because we know you never did a mean thing, or
betrayed a trust.” Had they done this, would he have fallen?

But let no one grow pessimistic over the graft disclosures. The
standard of public morals is rising, not falling ; the world is growing
better, not worse. It is because the public conscience has become
so acute that graft is now exposed that formerly lay hidden; nay,
the very things themselves are now rated as graft that were form-
erly passed as innocent.

If one doubts this,.let him consider the one item of graft, the
pass. How many years has it been since members of the government
in every branch, legislative, executive and judicial, considered the
railway pass a legitimate perquisite? Yet where is the judge or the
Congressman who will openly confess to the use of the pass?

During the great Pullman strike a high Washington official—
and a man noted for his honesty—came to Chicago to investigate
the trouble, and he traveled on a Pullman pass. That act did excite
public criticism, for we were then making the transition from the old
to the new standard.

Yes, the tendency is upward, not downward. And though we
must condemn the wrong-doer, let us not forget the right-doer. And
you, Mr. Editor, forget not your opportunity. One word of ap-
preciation of the honest man may be worth a column of abuse for the
fallen.

Flying Squadron in State Politics

Campaign time is usually the season of “flying squadron™ poli-
tics, that empties state houses, court houses and other seats of the
public offices during the electoral canvass, leaving all salaries to run
on for a service that is not rendered, leading to a serious neglect and
accumulation of public business, and often costing the public in pri-
vate penalties more than the great sums appropriated to cover the
service that is not performed, says the Lewiston Tribune. The press
of the state of Towa makes caustic mention of the fact that Senator
Cummins is one of the worst of offenders in this respect. During
his long career as governor he was in close relations with officialism
throughout the State, which has been increased by his later distribu
atronage. It is related that all these have been or-
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ing speeches and to efforts to influence primaries. Probably the
same thing has been, and is, occuring in this state and in all other
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At Twin Falls, recently, Hon. M. Alexander suggested that it
| would be a splendid scheme for the state to invest its idle funds in
|c~~nnlv warrants drawing seven per cent. Does it not strike you
that this would be a good business proposition? Would it not in-
crease the income of the state, without any possibility of loss. Such
propositions as these come from a business man who would look a_fter
the business of the state as if it were his own, not on the plan of so
many men of exploiting the state’s business for their own private

interest.




