
enough to yield a fair profit to 
the farmer, while as productive 
lands are to be had in all the 
coast states almost for their im
provement. This is causing the 
hardy and thrifty farmer, es
pecial]}' him of the middle states 
who can sell his land to his 
equally thrifty neighbor for a 
good figure, to do so and estab- 

! lish a new home where his oppor
tunities are greater. The next 
cause is that money was never 
more plentiful in the east, and in 
seeking chances for investment 
opportunities exist here rarely 
equalled. Our almost untouched 
resources in mines, timber and 
agriculture in all its varied 
branches, are all inviting capital 
and industry. The great rail
way magnates of the country 
see all of this and more. They 
see that growing Oriental trade 
will shortly make the commerce 
of the Pacific of such vast im
portance that it will command 
the attention of the entire com
mercial and manufacturing 
world, and they are striving to 
get ready to meet it. Within the 
last week it has been announced 
that the Western Pacific railway, 
contracts for the building of 
which from Salt Lake City to the 
Pacific have already been let, is 
to become the Western link of 
the Eio Grande Western, a road 
controlled by the Gould inter
ests, thus giving the Goulds a 
through route from ocean to 
ocean. Within the same time it 
has been learned that a war is 
on between the Northern Pacific 
and Harriman interests, for the 
right of way down the north 
bank of the Columbia for a road 
to Portland and Seattle. These 
things indicate the strife that is 
going on among the great rail
way interests to control Pacific 
coast and Oriental traffic. It all 
redounds to the upbuilding of 
the Pacific Northwest.

Then, look what the great irri
gation enterprises are accom
plishing! One third-class county 
in this state has, within a little 
more than a year, by the reclam
ation of lands, more than 
doubled its population, and in
creased its taxable valuation 
two fold. And a start has only 
been made. The great Boise- 
Payette reclamation enterprise, 
now assured, will do even better 
than this. All over the great 
Northwest things are booming 
as nowhere else in this broad 
and happy land of ours. And 
there are reasons for it.

All of this prosperity is indi
cated by the attendance at the 
Lewis and Clark - exposition. 
This fair, held at a time when 
thecountry had become surfeited 
with visiting world’s fairs, is a 
much greater success than its 
promoters even hoped for. And 
why? It is because of the world 
wide interest taken by the peo
ple, in the section of the country 
in which it is being held.

traveler inside, got him in, pulled 
a blue print plat of a townsite on 
him and tried to sell him a build
ing lot, descanting volubly on the 
beauties and advantages of the lo
cation, drawing fancy word pic
tures of the busy and thriving city 
he would soon see spring up on the 
very ground on which they were 
standing. He pointed away south 
across the plain to the outline of 
distant mountains, west over a 
smooth country covered with gray 
sagebrush as f r as the eye could 
discern, and drew pictures of wav
ing fields of grain, growing trees, 
thrifty orchards and comfortable 
homes, school houses and churches, 
scattered over all this vast expanse. 
He pointed his finger to places on 
the plat, saying “This square is 
reserved for a great hotel; on this 
corner a fine bank building will be 
erected; here and here the squares 
are reserved for public parks; this 
one will be for a school building; 
this, Blue Lakes Avenue, will be 
one of the leading business streets; 
this will be the manufacturing sec
tion of the city; here will be the—” 
But the astonished traveler had 
broken away. What could he 
think? Was this pleasant looking 
man crazy? He pondered the mat
ter over until he reached Shoshone, 
after a dreary 30 miles drive. At 
Shoshone he dropped into a cigar 
store and told about his adventure 
with a lunatic. “Why,” said Hill, 
the cigar dealer, “you must have 
met Bob McCollum.” “I don’t 
know who he is,” replied the drum
mer, “but he is certainly a fit sub
ject for Blackfoot.”

A year and a month went by 
after that, and the same drummer 
went over the same ground. He 
did not haye to take the stage from 
Minidoka all the way to Albion 
and Oakley. He rode out across 
the river to Burley, a thrifty young 
city which had sprung up out of 
the sagebrush since he last trav
ersed that section. The railroad 
was new and all along the line on 
nearly ever section was a house, 
and people living there. He passed, 
or rather he stopped before reach
ing Burley, to drum up trade at 
the growing town of Heyburn. 
Looking up the river from Hey
burn he saw two great wooden tow
ers on either side of Snake river, 
where an army of men were at 
work, employed by the government 
on the construction of the great 
Minidoka dam. He saw clouds of 
dust rising out on the plains where 
scores of men and teams were em
ployed excavating big canals. At 
Burley he left the railroad to make 
Oakley and Albion by stage, pass
ing over a country thickly dotted 
with settlers’ homes, where a year 
before he saw only sagebrush and 
jack rabbits. Coming back to Bur
ley again he took the same railway 
thirty miles further down the river, 
to the spot where his former driver 
had carried the bag of water to the 
“crazy man” with the blue print 
town plat, crossing on the railroad 
as he went, irrigating canals and 
laterals carrying rivers of water, 
and passing fields of grain being 
harvested, young orchards, new 
and pleasant looking homes and 
gardens, until he reached Twin 
Falls City. Then he began to 
realize that the former lone occu
pant of the spot, with his blue 
print, was not crazy but a prophet. 
When he again shook hands with 
Mr. R. M. McCollum he could 
scarcely express his astonishment 
at the transformation which had 
been wrought in a brief year. When 
he looked around him he saw on 
every side nicely graded streets, 
with nice sidewalks and parked 
borders, and young shade trees, 
irrigating ditches with flowing 
water, long rows of substantial 
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If there be anyone who has not 
yet learned that Governor Good
ing is one of the best posted men 
in Idaho in regard to affairs in 
all portions of the state, knows 
her various needs and interests 
as well as any man, as well as 
understanding how best to pro
mote them, let him read the gov
ernor’s Idaho Day address de
livered at Portland. He will find 
much in that speech to make 
him proud both of Idaho and 
her governor. Without any at
tempt at rhetoric or fine lang
uage, he touched upon the early 
history of the territory as oue of 
the three great states of the ex
treme northwest; gave a due 
measure of praise to the hardy 
pioneers who first located in this 
great wilderness, subdued the 
wild beasts and still wilder sav
ages, saved the country to this 
government and made it possi
ble for their followers and suc
cessors to enjoy its benefits. 
These were such men as Whit
man and Spalding. Then, com
ing down to a later date, he 
briefly mentioned the discovery 
of placer mines and the organiz
ation of the first territorial gov
ernment and the location of per
manent settlements. Then came 
an account of the progress the 
state has made and is making; 
of the great lumber industries 
developed in the north within the 
last decade; of the growing and 
prosperous mining industries in 
almost every section of the state; 
of the great grain producing sec
tions; of the immense irrigation 
enterprises planned and under 
course of construction; of the 
great stock growing interests; of 
the need of a north and south 
railroad through the state to 
further its varied interests and 

t bind the people in closer unison; 
of the need of an open water 
course to the sea; of the magnifi
cent water powers now just be
ginning to be utilized. In short, 
he • left few things untouched 
which are now tending to make 
Idaho one of the greatest of all 
the states. If you have not al
ready read that speech, get it 
and read it.
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On the last day of July, a year 
ago, a drummer left the Short Line 
railway at Minidoka and made the 
towns of Oakley and Albion by 
stage. He then turned back by 
way of Rock creek and Shoshone 
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