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their eyes are growing dim and ^ than any other man. He ought to 
their locks are whitening. The be supported not because you hap- 
benediction of those Christmas pen to like him or admire his writ- 
days of childhood remains a sav- j ing, but because a local paper is 
ing grace to many a soul. When ; the best investment a community 
all was innocence, all was joy; j can make It may not be crowded 

when the knowledge of the harsh j with great thought, but financially, 
world’s ways was as yet with- it is of more benefit than both 
held, and when fulfilled desire [ preacher and teacher. Today edi- 
filled the world with music. It!tors do more for less pay than any 
was the perfect home that made I other man on earth. Patronize 
the Saxon and the Anglo-Saxon ! your home paper, not as a charity, 

great races. Men went out from but as an investment, 
them with such a reverence for 
their sacredness, with such a de
sire to in person reproduce them, 
that they could not fail in 
honor, or in truthfulness, or in 
any achievement needed to make 
an honored name. And that 
love of home, expanding, became 
patriotism at last; the love wid
ened until it encompased the 
country, and as at first men 
would risk all things in defense 
of home, they found when tried, 
that it was a joy to risk all 
things for native land.

This is what has held men up 
into the face of tempests at sea; 
up in the crisis of battle on land; 
the thought has been that there | 
must be no failure, lest it might [ 
cast a shadow back upon the old 
home, upon the graves of those j 

who gave that old home sanctity j 

and taught them that the high-1 

est attribute of a man is a per- j 
feet sense of duty, that must be 
carried out regardless of cost.

So teach the children what it j 
is that singles Christmas out IB • 
from every other day, and show- I 
er them with all the gifts possi- B 
ble, that it may be to them a ^

day so tilled with light and' with __
joy that the impression will clin 
to them through all their ad
vancing years. The laugh and 
the babble of a child are the 
strains of music that come down 
to the world from where music 
has its birth, without one tone| 
made harsh in the transmission; j 
keep the babble up today; let j 
there be no check to the laughter j 
for they are the advance signals 
of true manhood and woman- ! 
hood to be; the best guarantee] 

of the perpetuation of a free, CHINA dishes IN 
great nation.

But few persons realize what a 
great army of people are being 
appointed each year in the U. S. 
classified civil service. During 
the last fiscal year, there were 
60,830 persons appointed from 
the registers which were estab
lished by open competitive ex
aminations. During 1897 there 
were but 3,097 appointments 
made. For most of these posi
tions only a common school ed
ucation is required. These are 
splendid positions for persons 
between 18 and 4Q years of age.
The entrance salary varies from 
$660 to $1200 a year, with lib- ( 
eral promotions afterwards, 30 . I 
days vacation and 30 days ] I 

leave for sickness, with full pay, ■ I 
are allowed each year. Examin-, 1 
ations will be held during the I 
winter in several places in this ! I 
state to secure eligibles for these ■ I 
positions.
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\ Sororis Skirts
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\ Handkerchiefs \ 
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Shirts 
Ties 
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CHRISTMAS.
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One really nevèr appreciates a 
Christmas tree unless he has 
wandered through the woods, 
choosing the one that suits best 
the purpose for a home gather
ing, and then watched it cut, 
and in its snowy, green freshness 
and beauty, drawn off to the 
house, where it shall delight both 
young and old, when decorated, 
not with the tinsel ornaments of 
the five cent counters, but the 
home strung pop corn garlands, 
the little Chinese lanterns, the 
colored candles, and at the top 
the large angelic Christmas doll 
that delights the eye of the chil
dren as nothing else can.

There is nothing we need to re
member more in connection with 
the Christmas holiday than to 
keep sacred its simplicity. It is 
primarily a festival of genial 
good fellowship, of love in the 
family circle and remembrance 
among friends. The moment 
that worry about the gifts creeps 
in the charm is lost. Give affec
tionately, no matter how little. 
Accept graciously, no matter 
how small the gifts. The pri
marily necessary element of sim
plicity is lost when the “cost” of 
a gift becomes of more import
ance than the spirit that accom
panies it. “The gift without the 
giver is bare.”

The wise woman makes many 
of her Christmas purchases early 
in the month, before the stores 
become so crowded that there is 
difficulty in getting to the coun
ters, and a half hour’s shopping 
takes hardly less than half a day. 
And, then if too much is left un
til the days immediate to Christ
mas, Christmas day finds one 
worn out, tired and unable to 
enter into the true pleasures of 
the holiday.
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>CHILDREN'S DAY.
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Fitting

• (Goodwin’s Weekly.)
This is children’s day above all 

others of the year. They go to 
sleep on Christmas eve with the 
miser’s dream of a fabulous for
tune to .come on the morrow; 
with the dawn, the dream ma
terializes and their babble fills 

morning with gladness.
Such surprises, such goodie, 
goodies, such immense treasures.
Santa Gia'us is a saint in truth 
to them, and they do not for a 
moment question his absolute 
divinity. The charm wears off 
under the friction of the years, 
only the echoes come back now 
and then to memory, and for the 
moment the intervening seasons 
with their disillusions are for
gotten, and the loveliness of that ^ means from $500 to $5,000. 
first home, with its caresses, its j Other agency can or will do this. ( 
music and its dainties, causes The editor, in proportion to his 
men and women to forget that1 means, does more for his own town ] |
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custom made suits 

hats, gloves, hosiery, 

shirts, and neckwear 

New goods are now 

arriving. Come and 

see if there is any

thing we have in 

stock that you want.
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f •: ►In a -ecent address, United ( 
States Senator David Davis, sang ( 
praises concerning newspapers, and ( 
it is safe to say that it will not ( 
soon be forgotten by the “pencil ( 
pushers.” He said:

“Every year local papers give (
from 5,000 to 50,000 free lines for {

I'
the benefit of the community in ( 
which it is located. At fair adver- : ( 
tising rates, 10 cents a line, this ( 
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