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all states and territories which are arid or semi-arid.
Under the provisions of the Carey Act the United 

States agreed to give each arid state not to exceed 
one million acres of land under certain conditions 
It will suffice to enumerate a few of these conditions 
to show the methods it is necessary to follow in 
order to secure the benefits of this act.

unto themselves the people’s rights; a body of men 
were to organize themselves into^an oath-bound so
ciety—not calling that society a church—and were 
to perpetuate the enormities which are the daily do
ings of the chiefs of the Mormon church ; humanity 
in these states would rise in protest and make that 
protest effective through every agency of law, and 
if necessary, through the final act of self-preserva
tion. To view this matter fairly, one should set aside 
all claim of the selfish chiefs that they are engaged 
in a work of piety, and regard their purpose as it
is revealed in their activities. Thus is established among the young men and women, has been to mi

grate from the country to the towns, and especially tion of the land, and the Secretary of the Interior
may extend this time five years longer. Those de
siring to take advantage of this act file their appli
cation with the State Board of Land Commissioners, 
which has adopted certain rules and regulations un
der the provisions of the state law, accepting this 
grant of Congress.

ing tenaciously to its purpose to make homes for 
the people, the Government passed legislation by 
which it alone, or in partnership with the state, took 
the initiative in home-building and encouraged and 
assisted the individual to acquire the land. Another 
cause beside the fact that public lands susceptible of 
cultivation had been taken up under the various land 
acts, spurred Congress to further effort to provide 
more homes for the people.

Commencing some thirty-five years ago the ten
dency of the people of the United States, especially

How to Reclaim Land.

The state must file a map showing the land which 
is to be irrigated and a plan of irrigation. If this 
be approved, ten years is allowed for the reclama-

the only fair ground for consideration, and thus is 
removed all that shallow and vain pretense of a 
religious question which the chiefs cunningly inter
pose to misguide the popular mind.

There is no religious issue involved in the Mormon 
question. The sole issue before the people is whether 
the chiefs of an oath-bound, secret, political and com
mercial organization shall be permitted, by the power 
which they wield through their society, to stiflle 
competition in finance and industry and to cajole 
or coerce in politics. The answer to the proposition 
thus presented is afforded by the universal experi
ence of mankind. Under our institutions, a society 
frankly avowing itself as a political and commercial, 
oath-bound organization would be immediately re
jected; it could have no place in our politics; its 
members could aspire to no office; its leaders would 
receive universal execration ; and, by force of public 
resistance, it would soon be overthrown and dissi
pated. Such being the facts, the shallow pretense 
that the Mormon church is a religious society should 
be of no protecting value to its chiefs or its ad
herents. In politics and in business, this society and 
all who sustain it should be treated exactly as a 
great self-respecting people would treat any other 
organization, which might be bound together for 
evil purpose by secret oath and which might be 
devoted to the destruction of the republic.

to the cities.
Farm life was not particularly agreeable and did 

not furnish opportunities sufficient to compensate the 
ambitious. The result followed that the excessive
competition in cities among equipped people has re
duced the amount of compensation. There has al
ways been a great surplus seeking employment in 
the same channels in populous centers.

The concentration of business enterprises of all 
kinds in fewer hands has aggravated the condition 
which already existed, and made the struggle in the 
cities even for a respectable livelihood, more un
certain. -

Under the Carey Act individuals or associations 
of individuals construct the water system and convey 
water to the lands to be reclaimed. The settler pays 
the state 50 cents per acre tor the land, and to the 
company constructing the irrigation works, a price 
per acre agreed upon between the contracting parties 
and the state, represented by the State Board of 
Land Commissioners. Under this act no one person 
can take up more than 160 acres of land.

Idaho at once appreciated the advantages of the 
Carey Act. Congress passed the act as an amend
ment to the Desert Land Law, August 18, 1894. The
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Within the past few years, and at the present time, 
farm life has been made more agreeable, through 
mail, telephone, electric transportation, better school 
facilities and improvement in farm implements.

Farm products have also advanced, and thus the 
rewards have become greater for the tillers of the Legislature of Idaho at its first session thereafter, in 

1895, provided for a State Engineer and for the ma-soil and the raisers of stock, and, generally speaking, 
upon all things dependent upon farming. Not only chinery necessary to put the Carey Act in operation, 
have all food products risen in price, but almost The state has co-operated heartily and earnestly 

with all bona fide corporations desiring to reclaim 
land under this act, and has most intelligently aided 
the state’s representatives in Congress to secure need
ed amendments to the original act. Two of these 

‘amendments were necessary in order to induce those 
with capital to undertake the great enterprises which 
have been successfully completed. Both amendments 
were to sundry civil bills; the one of June 11, 1896, 
gave a lien upon the land which offered security to 
the investor; the one of March 3, 1901, provides that 
the ten-year period begins to run from the time of 
the approval of the state’s application for the segre
gation of the land.

everything else which the consumer must of neces
sity have.

Struggle in Cities.

The struggle for those living on salaries in the 
cities has in consequence become doubly severe, for 
they not only have to meet competition but are com
pelled to pay higher prices for nearly all of the 
absolute necessities of everyday life. The inevitable 
result follows, and the condition is now upon us 
when the migration to the cities from the country 
has not only been checked, but the reverse situation 
prevails, that those in the cities are seeking the 
advantages of farm life.

Lands have risen in value everywhere in the United 
States, and there is more demand for land and more 
sales of land everywhere than for many years, and 
perhaps more than ever before in this history of our 
country. In the great agricultural belt which is 
known as the Middle West, and even further west 
in Iowa and Eastern Kansas and Nebraska, farm 
lands command such a high price that many are 
selling in order to acquire cheaper lands in the Far 
West.

Homes for the People.

Idaho is an agricultural state. It is exceptionally 
rich in mineral and timber and waterpower. It is 
a remarkable grazing country, but better than all 
these and other advantages combined, it is a great 
agricultural section. Nature was lavish in her gifts 
when Idaho was created, and many of her secrets 
still lay hidden in unexplored recesses.

From time to time The Scimitar will speak of 
the resources of the great Northwest, of which Idaho 
is a conspicuous part, and describe them more or 
less in detail. This article will treat of agricultural 
development, and confine that development to the 
marvelous work which has been completed and made 
possible by wise legislation. Idaho has made far 
better use of opportunities and has been much more 
alert to utilize legislation than any of her neighbors. 
A reference to this legislation and what has been 
accomplished under it may be of value in spurring 
our sister communities to greater activity.

It has been the constant object of the Government 
to induce people to take up land and build homes. 
This has been so from the beginning, and took defi
nite form when the Homestead Act was passed in 
the throes of the Civil War. Indian lands were ac
quired from time to time, to be had by the white 
man, by complying with the condition that homes 
should be built.

In financing these enterprises the liens which the 
settlers give on their lands for the payment of the 
water right are the principal security covered by the 
mortgage securing the bonds.

The one million acres of public land given to each 
arid and semi-arid state and territory has been re
claimed or is in process of reclamation in Idaho. We 
have utilized the gift. Words would be useless to 
describe what a boon this legislation has been to 
Idaho. The results are more eloquent than any 
language. The reclaimed deserts are speaking and 
will continue speaking for all time.

The American Falls Canal Company was the first 
of the Carey Act enterprises, or perhaps it was the 
Mullins Canal Company, begun about 1896. It may 
be of interest to give the completed segregations and 
the number of acres transformed from sage brush 
plains to the most productive farms, all within ten 
years.

I
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Safety in Irrigation.

It has been fully demonstrated now that the safest 
and most successful farming can be done through 
the irrigation of arid lands. This fact had not been 
accepted until very recent years.

All of the above enumerated causes and many 
others which are not so patent, have combined to 
make the arid section of our country very attractive 
at the present time to those desiring -farm life. The 
aim of the different states and territories of the arid 
belt for the past decade has been through legislation 
to make irrigation as easy and as safe as possible. 
The Federal Government has also encouraged the 
irrigation of the arid belt, each state and territory of 
the arid section has local laws applicable to local 
conditions.

Acres.
American Falls Canal & Power Co., Bing

ham County .....................................................
Mullins Canal Co., Lincoln County................
Twin Falls North Side Land & Water Co.,

Cassia County .................................................
Big Lost River Land & Irrigation Co., Cus

ter and Blaine Counties...............................
Idaho Irrigation Co., Blaine and Lincoln 

Counties .........................................

57,000
6,500By homesteading public and acquired Indian lands 

the great Middle West was settled. Pursuing the 
same policy, and to meet conditions in our own 
West, which could not be satisfied with the Home
stead Act, the commutation clause of that act, the 
Desert Act, the Timber Culture Act and the Stone 
and Timber Act were passed.

185,000

79,000Legislative Aid.

The Federal Government has made it compara-
Aparently all rights under these various land acts tively easy for companies or individuals to secure Glenns Ferry Co., Lincoln County....................

had been utilized. The Middle West had become perfect title to reservoir sites on Government lands, Twin Falls Land & Water Co., Lincoln
peopled by homesteaders, the water which could be and rights-of-way for canals by the act of March County .......................................
taken up by individuals to enable them to acquire 3, 1891, with subsequent amendments. Canyon Canal Co., Canyon County...
land under the Desert Act was exhausted, and home- The Federal Act relating to reservoirs and the Marysville Canal Co., Fremont County 
building in waste places through the initiative of Carey Act of 1894, with subsequent amendments, and
the individual had come to a standstill. Still cling- the Reclamation Act of June, 1902, apply equally to

110,000
26,000

240,000
6,000

5,500

Total 715,000
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