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Conscription Suggested. in civil life. The real cause is the impositions of a 
service that does not appeal to the patriotism of its 
victims—a service in which the soldier is degraded 
to the standing of a killer of men because they resist 
the subjugating efforts of an alien race.

feat of the church, we beg to say in all earnestness 
that they are mistaken. * * * The church was
not involved. * * * But, as we have already said,
the church is not affected.

All of which goes to prove once more that the 
church and its organs will affirm anything or deny 
anything with cold-blooded disregard for logic or 
truthfulness. In commenting on the conflicting opin
ions of the newspaper, the Tribune says:

This is simply an illustration of the anti-Christian 
organ’s application of its favorite doctrine of com
plying with the “need of the hour.” One of the state
ments was made before election, to meet the imme
diate want ; and the other was made after election, 
and also to fulfill a present desire. And both ut
terances occurred within a period of less than a 
month. In October the News was bending every 
effort to array the Mormon people solidly against 
the American party by declaring that it was the 
church which was being fought. The organ of the 
high priests persistently appealed to the religious 
prejudices of its readers in a frantic effort to roil 
them up to fanatical opposition to Americanism. But 
now that the political plans of the church leaders 
have been overwhelmingly defeated, the News seeks 
to tell the people that the church was in no wise 
involved.

Really the church was submerged by the ballots 
of men and women contending against polygamy, 
but to acknowledge its plight would be to add weak
ness to weakness, for many custodians of the elective 
franchise are prone to follow the lead of the ma
jority and search for a soft seat on the band wagon.

The annual report of the Adjutant General of the 
Army contains an intimation that the free govern
ment of the United States may be compelled to re
sort to conscription to keep its army up to the num
ber of soldiers required under the new conditions. 
The suggestion is one that will grate harshly upon 
public sensibility and well poised minds will recog- 

situation somewhat menacing to Republican

If the records of the government insane hospital 
at Washington, the St. Elizabeth Hospital, were 
available, they would show that the number of sol
diers mentally destroyed in foreign service is a 
ghastly supplement to the number of physically de
stroyed. Life in the tropics saps the brain and the 

• body, yet the man who enlists must go there if or
dered to go.

Is there not in these extracts from official reports 
a clearer clue to the cause of a diminishing army than 
the one that moves the Adjutant General to suggest 
conscription as a remedy? Conscription, that a great 
nation may continue its persecution of a weak na

if present conditions continue, there will be noth- tion, may continue to kill all that resist the bayonet 
ing for the government to do but to nieet this com-^ force by which they are ruled, 
petition by materially increasing the soldiers pay, ~" 
to evade the competition altogether by a resort to 
conscription.

mze a 
institutions.

That there may be no misapprehension concerning 
the drift of military thought, it will be best to quote 
the exact language of the Adjutant General of the 
United States army. After reciting the fact that the 
government finds it difficult to procure recruits for 
its army in competition with the payers of generous 
wages in civil life, that official says in his report :

L

or
It is highly creditable to the young men of the 

United States that they decline to enter such a ser
vice, while ever ready to place themselves behind the 
guns in defense of a just cause.

It is not at all probable that the government will 
ever follow the suggestion of the Adjutant General 
of the army, for the voice of the people would rise 
in warning protest against so marked an assault 
upon their liberties. But it is not pleasant to know 
that an officer of the army has officially declared 
that it may become necessary to compel citizens of

It isHere is the whole disgraceful proposition, 
mildly put, being used as an entering wedge to de
stroy a system that is one of the basic principles of 

government. Conscription in the time of peaceour
would be a retrogression that would go a long ways 
toward the absolutism of governments of the past. 
Of what value would be the republic if its officers 
could go from house to house and take a son here 
and a son there and force them into a service that 
exists only for the violent subjugation of people?

There is something more than a probability that 
the Adjutant General of the Army is wrong in at
tributing the decline in the army to the competition 
of high wages in civil life, though if right, his argu
ment is untenable in a land in .which every citizen is 
enjoined to pursue comfort and happiness as a cardi-

the United States to enter the military service in Grazing Allotments, 
times of peace to support tyranny that reaches be
yond the sea. Owing to the good condition of the range few 

changes will be made in the grazing allotments on 
forest reserves in Idaho for 1908, says a Washington 
special to the Salt Lake Tribune. Reductions will 
be made in only two cases. The forester has recom
mended that the number of head of cattle, horses 
and sheep to be grazed on six important forests be as 
follows :

Invisible Prosperity.

In the Northern Idaho region of wheat fields and 
hog pastures there are dissenters to the presidential 
propaganda that great prosperity prevails. Wheat is 
a drug on the market. There are no buyers and no

nal principle of life.
There are other annual reports from the military 

One, from General Barry, command-establishment, 
ing the army of Cuban pacification, says :

Aside from tactical and political considerations, 
the proposed increase in the regular establishment 
has become a necessity in order to permit a reason
able amount of home service, as compared to service 
on foreign stations.

Payette forest, 3,000 cattle and horses and 195,000 
sellers, because there is no money to exchange foi it. sheep; an increase of 1,000 head of cattle and horses 
The price of hogs has fallen off from seven cents to 
four cents a pound and money scarcity interferes
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recommended because of the good condition of the
range.

Idaho division, Yellowstone forest headquarters, 
St. Anthony, Ida., 5,000 cattle and horses and 86,500 
sheep ; an increase of 2,000 cattle and 17,500 sheep.

Caribou forest, with headquarters at Idaho Falls, 
15,000 cattle and horses and 400,000 sheep.

Lemhi forest, headquarters at Mackay, 850 horses 
and cattle and 30,000 sheep ; a reduction of 8,000 
sheep.

Sawtooth forest, headquarters at Boise, 15,000 cat-

with transactions.
Persons who dwelt in Northern Idaho during the

period of the 1893 panic and the subsequent recovery 
do not remember any such conditions. They were 
then able to sell and buy, though prices fell off.

The farmers of that section are now in a position 
to hold their grain and hogs by exercising economy 
in their expenses and they are not disposed to abate 
a cent from prices that existed before the sudden 
stoppage of currency transactions. In this particular

From a book entitled “Casualties Among Commis
sioned Officers on Active List of the Regular Army’ 
is taken this paragraph :

There are now on the active list of the infantry (to 
say nothing of those already retired) about thirty 
young captains and lieutenants at the height of their 
usefulness professionally, but incapacitated physically 
because of excessive tropical service. There is noth
ing further to do for these young men but to retire 
them. Their marching days are over.

tie and horses and 575,000 sheep ; an increase of 8,500 
they are better off than they were in 1893, when cattle and horses and 335,000 sheep, 
agricultural development was at low ebb.

Through industry and by the aid of a wonderfully 
responsive soil, they have placed themselves in con
dition to meet hard times. But their forethought 
does not render the panic any less a panic and they 

not disposed to look upon the absence of money 
as an evidence of prosperity, although the presiden
tial mind may incline in that direction.

Bear River forest, headquarters at Logan, 25,000 
cattle and horses and 118,000 sheep.

Many forest supervisors report that stock grazed 
on the ranges came off in excellent condition, in 
many cases topping the market for price.

Allotments for the remaining forests in Idaho will 
be made as soon as reports from supervisors are in. 
Sheep and cattlemen will be notified at the earliest 
date, so that they can make accurate calculations for 
next year’s business. .

So the army destroys not only life, but youth, pre
maturely ageing young men of splendid mental and 
physical equipment. To supply their places from 
the ranks of the young men of the country, the 
Adjutant General of the Army would apply the old 
monarchical brutality of conscription.

Inspector General Galbraith says in his annual 
report :

The burden of foreign service falls with undue 
severity on our infantry regiments. A recruit cannot 
join the infantry in the United States and serve with 
it two years before he is confronted with this foreign 
service prospect.

General Greely, commanding the department of 
the northern division, makes this statement in his 
annual report :

In the northern division the effects of extended 
tropical duty are evident in connection with return
ing commands.. Frequent recurrence of such service 
necessarily impairs discipline, endangers health, 
weakens family ties, necessitates indebtedness and 
otherwise depreciates and impairs the high standards 
and efficiency of the American army, both rank and 
file. The infantry, in its present skeletonized condi
tion, suffers morally and physically from such urgent 
and constant service.

These extracts from reports prove that the Adju
tant General was wrong in attributing the cause of 
slow enlistments to the competition of higher wages
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Before and After.

One of the guides out in the Yellowstone park 
says the whole of the story about Vice President 
Fairbanks jumping into one of the hot geysters to 
save a girl has never been told. The part that was 
suppressed is that the geyster began to spout up 
chunks of ice as soon as Fairbanks got out and has 
been spouting ice water ever since.—Omaha Investi
gator.

An example of the before and after taking effect 
of a large dose of public sentiment is placed on 
exhibition by the Salt Lake Tribune, the patient 
being represented by the Deseret News, the Salt 
Lake organ of the Mormon church. Before the 
recent municipal election in Salt Lake, to be specific, 

the 26th of October last, the News remarked:
Finally, it attacks the church every time it holds 

up to public scorn and derision the men whom God 
has appointed to be its leaders and advisers in all 
spiritual affairs. The silly notion that you can aim 
a blow at the head without at the same time aiming 
it at the body, may pass for good sense in a lunatic 
asylum, but nowhere else.
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Senator Heyburn has presented to the Senate a .
resolution adopted by the Idaho Legislature asking 
the National law-making body to give to the State 
fifty additional sections of public land within its 

Under date of the 18th of November, some two boundaries to aid in the construction of a capitol
weeks after the election, the News conveyed this building foj Idaho. The request was in the form

of a memorial and memorials are likely to become 
lost unless they are carefully looked after.

crumb of comfort to its Mormon readers :
To those who see in the late election here a de-


