
THE IDAHO SCIMITAR. 5

blance of a settled purpose in behalf of any one man 
on the part of the Republican party.

It is weakened by differences of vital importance 
represented by its several factions and is staggering 
under a sudden blow of financial panic. Its mem
bers have been told so often that no business dis
turbance could manifest itself under Republican 
management, and the fiction has been so well sus
tained by accidental circumstances, that a weakening 
of faith treads closely on the heels of the October 

Much vaunted immunity from commercial 
disaster cannot now be invoked to delude the voting 
public into the imagined security of a Republican 
victory at the polls.

Among all the aspirants for the high honor to 
be conferred by the Republican convention, none has 
yet been able to place more than one or two States 
to his credit and each has strong opposition to en
counter in the debatable States. The party has yet • 
to concentrate upon a leader wearing the plume of 
a McKinley or a Roosevelt and in its distraught 
condition its annual convention will become a 
matter of more than passing interest at home and 
abroad.

A Tariff Created Trust. elect another President, the Governmental associates 
of “the interests” joined in opposition to the choice 
of the Democratic party and defeated him. In his 
own graphic way, Mr. Parker proceeds with the 
recital :

It is useless now to chew the rag on the issues 
which split the Democratic party wide open and, in 
the succeeding elections of 1894, reversed the big 
Democratic majority in the House into an equally 
large Republican majority. Undeniably Cleveland 
and his safe and sane Democratic associates were 
sincere in their contentions on behalf of the gold 
standard and plutocracy; but they certainly did not 
represent the rank and file of the Democratic party. 
In fact the resentment of the rank and file went 
so far as to permanently retire to private life such 
safe and sane conservative Democrats as Cleve
land, together with Carlisle and Watterson of Ken
tucky, Vance and Ransom of North Carolina, Voor- 
hees of Indiana, and other equally illustrious Demo
crats in and out of Congress who sacrificed their 
own beliefs on financial issues and followed the 
brazen calf of the gold standard which Cleveland- 
Carlisle-Watterson had set up. With the honorable 
exception of Hoke Smith, now Governor of the 
good old Democratic State of Georgia, every mem
ber of the Cleveland administration antagonized 
Bryan in the memorable campaign of 1896, and each 
of them, with the exception noted, have been perma
nently retired to private life by the indignant and 
outraged Democracy, and all who are now living are 
affiliated with the frenzied financiers who, in 1896, 
claimed to be the “defenders of the National honor.”

The public will have to admit that all things 
to pass as portrayed by Mr. Parker, and in making 
the admission it will be brought into 
sidération of the immediate past and the unpleasant 
present. The Republican administration and the 
Republican Congress have not been responding to 
the demands of the millions of their constituents and 
opportunity seems ripe for a repetition of the visita
tion of party punishment that retired to oblivion 
all the Democrats of the Cleveland school.

For a time the present administration fought “the 
interests” through an unwilling Congress, but it has 
finally succumbed to the pressure that wrought such 
an effect on Cleveland and his allies during the per
iod of 1892-96. The administration is helpless in the 
clutches of a panic that may have been produced 
for that effect—for “the interests” are able to create 
financial crises at will, through their control of the 
supply of gold.

Opportunity is ripe for a political revolution that 
may change the entire complexion of the Govern
ment, executive and legislative.

The persuasive force behind 278 newspapers of all 
shades of political opinion, organized for vigorous 
warfare, is to be employed against the tariff which 
enables the manufacturers of paper to levy unearned 
tribute on the publishers of newspapers. These 
publishers charge, through their committee, that 
“unlawful combinations of paper makers have been 
organized recently, that artificial stimulation of 
prices has been accomplished and that judicial pro
hibition of such efforts has been disobeyed.”

A resolution adopted by the organization states 
that it is the sense of the associated publishers that 
the duty on printing paper, wood pulp and all ma
terial entering into the manufacture of printing pa
per should be immediately repealed.

The President of the United States is asked to 
give attention to the existence of a trade conspiracy 
by which the makers of paper arranged for an ad
vance of $12 a ton upon paper supplied during the 
current year and an announced advance of an addi
tional $10 per ton for the next year. These advances 
will net the paper combine $10,000,000 for the first 
year and $19,000,000 for the second year.

The combination that is able to impose its own 
prices upon consumers was instituted twelve years 
ago. The publishers’ organization has ascertained 
that the first step in the conspiracy was taken while 
the Dingley tariff bill was pending, when the lobby
ists of the embryo trust induced Congress to levy 
heavy duties upon manufactured paper and the 
products that enter into the manufacture of paper.

With that much accomplished, the completion of 
the trust was easy and it was soon able to fix the 
prices on all the products of the mills.

The evidence of the publishers appears to con
clusively show that high tariff, protective tariff it is 
called, was wholly responsible for the organization 
of the paper trust and that the high tariff that 
keeps out importations is sustaining the trust.

This is the trust that was dissolved by order of 
the Federal court at St. Paul, but it was speedily 
reorganized on another basis and is preying upon 
the public with its old-time voracity. The Federal 
Department of Justice is asked by the publishers’ 
organization to give its attention to what is a prac
tical violation of the order of the court through 
which the intentions of a trust destroying admin
istration were overcome about as violently as the 
highwayman accomplishes a job of plundering.

The cause of the paper consumers is an interesting 
one. If they can ever get into the court of public 
opinion they will be able to convince the country that 
high tariff breeds and nurtures trusts and that the 
trust destroying laws are nullified through the eva
sion of the edicts of the courts by the representa
tives of monopolistic combinations.
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The Source of Trouble.

In a discussion of the troubles that have spread 
themselves over the country, the Philadelphia North 
American discusses the cause of a condition that 
ought not to exist :

The institutions that are in trouble owe their trou
bles not to any incidents or accidents of legitimate 
banking, but to gambling. The disclosures of the 
last few months are not of new-found evil practices. 
Wall street assumes the virtuous pose of being 
shocked by the traction scandal and the use of a 
chain of banks as an adjunct to stock jobbing. These 
practices, known now by the public, have been 
known for years by Wall street and by well-in
formed bankers throughout the country. The cover 
is off now, or at least partly lifted. But the malo
dorous mess that has long been stewing beneath 
is not of new mixing.

Upon the same subject, an article in the New York 
World, contributed by Judge A. J. Dittenhoefer, 
says ;

Now is the time to consider what measures should 
be taken to prevent the recurrence in the future of 
such financial debauchery as has prevailed within 
the last year or two. The root of the evil lies in 
the stock exchange ticker. Eradicate the root and 
to a large extent the evil will be eliminated. Every 
day of the year the ticker is made to spread broad
cast false and fictitious quotations of the value of 
corporate securities held by the “high financiers” to 
enable them to unload on the outside public. They 
make fake sales, which are run off on the ticker as 
genuine, and the public, believing that the sales have 
actually been made, are fooled into purchasing them 
at the ticker prices. When the financiers have un
loaded a sufficient quantity the prices are depressed 
by them in the same manner, to the great loss of 
the persons who bought them at the fictitious ticker 
prices, and then the financiers buy them back and 
unload them again, and so the endless chain is kept 
up. It is a regular bunco game.

The counsel of wisdom suggests that the source 
of woe be abolished. The gamblers of the racing 
course, of the roulette wheel and the faro box, rep
resentatives of small delinquencies, are beset by the 
contrivances of law and the mandatory commands 
of police systems, while the gamblers that strew 
wreckage over forty-six States are legalized by the 
law’s consent to their transactions.
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Republican Convention Called.

Chicago secured the Republican National 
tion and June 16th next is the date fixed for the 
opening of the quadrennial session of the presiden
tial nominating body of the political party 
power.
and the profit of the gathering—Chicago, Kansas 
City and Denver—and Chicago was an easy winner, 
receiving thirty-one of the votes of the committee, 
to eighteen for Kansas City and four for Denver.

The call was issued on Sunday, the 8th inst, by 
the full committee. It provides that the convention 
shall consist of four delegates at large from each 
State, two delegates for each representative at large, 
two delegates from each Congressional district and 
from each of the territories of Arizona, New Mexico 
and Hawaii and from the District of Columbia and 
Alaska, Porto Rico and the Philippine Islands. For 
each delegate an alternate may be chosen.

Such is to be the composition of the convention. 
The committee took pains to say that all electors, 
without regard to past political affiliation, would be 
permitted to participate in the primary gatherings 
leading up to the selection of delegates to the Na
tional convention. The delegates are to be chosen 
between the 16th of January and the 16th of May 
preceding the date of the convention. These are the 
preliminary arrangements for what will probably 
prove to be one of the most interesting and exciting 
conventions of the Republican party. Eliminating 
Mr. Roosevelt from the contest, there is no sem-
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There were three contestants for the honor

The Past Reviewed.

In an article published over his signature in the 
Lewiston (Idaho) Tribune, A. F. Parker, of Grange- 
ville, Idaho, whose Democracy is a matter of record, 
calls attention to the election of 1892 and the con
sequences of the subsequent aftitude of the leaders 
of the Democratic party.

Mr. Cleveland was placed in the White House by 
an overwhelming vote and a Democratic Congress 
took possession of National legislation. Two years 
later the House Democratic majority was exchanged 
for a Republican majority, and four years later the 
Senate passed into control of the Republicans, who 
have since managed all the departments of the Gov
ernment.

The Democratic administration and the Democratic 
Congress followed the course marked out for them 
by the representatives of the same interests that have 
just unloaded a panic on the country and ignored 
the financial and business demands of the constitu
ency of expectant millions that had placed them in 
power.

In the course of the Cleveland administration a 
financial panic ensued and when the time came to

It is believed by the New York Journal of Com
merce that some credit is due the Secretary of the 
Treasury for yielding to an impression of error and 
stopping the sale of the Government certificates of 
indebtedness before he had gone deeply into the 
$100,000,000 he had ordered printed, 
way, the Journal of Commerce expresses its belief 
that Mr. Cortelyou ought to have sought competent 
advice, needing himself the training and experience 
that equips the expert financier. Instead, says the 
New York paper, “with the self-confidence of a fail
ure to comprehend, he ventured boldly where angels 
of finance might have feared to tread, or rather 
would never have thought of treading.”

In a kindly


