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A 100-barrel flouring mill.
A system of water works capable of supplying a 

population of twelve thousand.
A large number of handsome modern residences. 
Electric lighted streets.
Three thousand shade trees set out.
Two thousand feet of cement sidewalks con

structed.
Twice as many people as a year ago.
Such, in brief, is the year’s record.

Egin. The growth of this great empire has been 
4* & marvelous. It is situated adjacent to the headwaters
± Press and Qomment ^ of Snake River, and is first in the right to the

j beneficial use of its waters.
Idaho Falls has always been a live, wide-awake 

and progressive city since it changed its name in 
that year, 1890, shook itself and concluded that it 
could live and prosper without the presence of the 
Oregon Short Line Railway shops, which crippled 
it so badly when they moved from there to Poca
tello three years before, or in 1887. 

bill the best elements of forty other State Sunday tion had been paid at that time to the agricultural 
laws. It is especially a model to be studied and 
copied in that it provides that any executive officer 
found guilty of neglecting to enforce it is ineligible 
for any public office for two years. Every politician 
will see genius in that penalty, and will not be sur
prised to hear the law is well enforced.

The above statement was made by Dr. Wilber F.
Crafts, of Washington, D. C., in an article pub
lished in the Northwestern Christian Advocate of 
December 11th. Dr. Crafts is a man of action. He 
is an individual who does things. He has untiring 
energy and is a born optimist, of courage, and an 
easy leader of men. He is a vigorous fighter, and 
in his unbounded desire to do things, he satisfies 
himself if he injures the feelings of his fellow men, 
with the spirit that he is contributing his vast fund 
of resourceful knowledge and industrious efforts to 
causes entirely worthy of the energy he expends.

He takes a very decided view as to the new Idaho 
Sunday law, and one which may be at variance with 
the ideas of a great many county attorneys experi
encing considerable restlessness because of this act.
Most of the county attorneys, and undoubtedly a 
vast majority of the people of Idaho, sympathize 
entirely with the spirit of this legislation. It is ob
vious that the people of Idaho want a Sunday rest 
law, and the people of Idaho have a fashion of get
ting, ultimately, what they want. It is true, as the 
doctor states it, that in drafting this law, and all 
laws, Idaho has had the benefit, and has it now, of 
the experience qf forty or more older States in deal
ing with all classes of legislation. This is the reason 
why our constitution and our laws, generally speak
ing, are wiser and better than the constitution and 
laws of the older States.

Those who are posted and who, for that matter 
are in favor of the Sunday law idea, differ as to 
the adequacy of the present law. There seems to be 
certain delinquencies or ambiguities in -it, so that 
Dr. Craft’s idea that it is a model, is not shared by 
the good people of Idaho. So much sentiment is be
hind it; .however, that it is easy to suggest that it 
will be most effectively cured of any defects, by the 
highest minded people of this commonwealth whose 
sentiments are heartily in favor of the reform af
forded by it.
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The Sunday Rest Law.

The new Idaho Sunday law, although not a Na
tional act, has a National significance, for it brings 
the only State, save California, that had no Sunday . 
law “into the Union.” The Pacific Coast secretary 
of the International Reform Bureau combined in this

Further the issue shows photographs of Hon. Lew 
Sweetzer’s grain products and states that he raised 
as much as 119 bushels of oats on a single acre of 
ground this season, and that in 1906 he raised 103 
bushels of barley on one acre of his land.

The New Year’s edition tells of a piece of ground 
40x260 feet (less than one-fifth of an acre) which 
yielded its owner, H. P. Frodshaw, fifty-nine sacks 
of onions, which he marketed for $73.75. This is 
$368,75 per acre. This, gentle reader, makes land 
worth a great deal of money.

Beautiful photos of residences and business build
ings of American Falls and vicinity are shown, along 
with views of the great falls and the bridge span
ning grand old Snake River near that growing little 
city.

Little atten-

advantages surrounding it. The presence today of 
a dozen or score of villages scattered over this upper 
Snake River plain tells a great story of the possi
bilities of the rich areas still undeveloped in other 
parts of Idaho to which water will be served at no 
distant date. There is no better soil anywhere than
in this locality above mentioned, and it is to be 
hoped that its future will bring to it greater devel
opment and a greater proportionate increase in values 
and in population.

The Great New West
... Then there are photos of large potatoes, of big

The West offers superior opportunities for getting fi from the rive and of a , string of
ahead in a business way for the young man or woman ’ 0 °
of push and energy. Things are done on a larger oxen used near by for heavy farm work, 
scale and with more push and enthusiasm, character- Fields of corn and sugar beets and growing trees 
ized also by a liberality and generosity not to be 
found in the older sections of the country. The con
servative Eastern business man hesitates longer over 
parting with ten cents than the Westerner does with 
a gold eagle.

This comment from Field and Farm, of Denver, is

are all shown in clear views, as well as a beautiful 
scene of the foothills which lie just back of the city.

But there are some other things in this publica
tion which may go hard with this aspiring town 
which threatens to become a second Spokane or a 
“double” to Minneapolis, and that is the reproduc
tion of the physiognomies of the irrepressible Fred 
Reed, the inimitable Jim Brady, and the effervescent

correct. The West has been made up of the blood of 
generosity and of liberality. In the early settlement 
of the great new West, it took courageous stamina to 
“go west.’ Society was then sadly minus its later day Avery Moore. Any one of the likenesses of these
attributes. Churches were few and far between. three ambitious Idahoans would have been entirely

sufficient with which to burden fhe beautiful pages 
of this New Year’s edition, but the production of 
all three in one is a hard dose, which it is hoped 
this magic city by the raging waters will live to 

freedom, even in the days of these privations, that overcome, before it wears far into the further strug- 
repaid the price of them. Generous good fellowship gles of 1908. 
was the chief characteristic. The “old-timers” taught 
this lesson most thoroughly to the early day “tender
foot, just out from the States.” They gave him some 
memorable lessons in chivalry; lessons he never for
got. They led him over trails of hardship, betimes, 
but the experience usually contributed to his manly 
attributes and played a good part later when he had 
to face the sterner realities of genuine pioneer life.

This spirit still prevails in the West. It is peopled 
with the younger, redder blood of the East and of 
the Middle West.

Schools were scattered and crudely organized. What 
theaters there were had very few plays worth attend
ing. Music was scarce and of the discordant sort. 

But with all of these omissions there was a deal of

The final article of this rare copy of the American 
Falls Press, all of which we gladly approve (except 
the three photos above mentioned) is quoted below, 
being the product of the fertile brain of Mr. G. S. 
Ellinger, who shows real evidences of poetic genius. 
It runs as follows :
Twas the night before New Year, when all through 

the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse.
At his rickety desk the editor sat,
Vainly trying to figure out where he was at.From these ancient settlements 

of mature habitation, has migrated to these Western 
mountains, hills and plains, the more active and 
bitious young men and young women of these more 
staid localities. They have easily and readily 
cepted Western ways, and the adjustment to these 
conditions come easy and attract and hold them. 
Few indeed are the instances where young blood co
mingles with the refreshing spirits of the great 
West for a short year, that it is ever content away 
from it. The clear Western skies, the exhilarating 
breezes, the snow-clad hills and rocky caverns, the 
ranges and forests, the freedom of thought and the 
spirit of optimistic philosophy, all bind and tie the 
life of he who tries it, to the exclusion of early scenes 
of-childhood, no matter how auspicious the previous 
surrounding.

The black office cat looked up with a grin,
While the editor figured how much he was in.
He figured and figured, and figured about,
\ et his figures but footed how much he was out.

There was Jones, there was Smith, there was Brown, 
all with bills

Unpaid for long years, and as old as the hills.
Yet week after week their paper he sends, 
b or if they don’t get it they’re “as mad as wet hens.”

And the editor sighed as he closed up his book,
And into his face came a far away look
Which gradually drifted into a dark frown
That bode little good for Smith. Jones and Brown.

am-

Idaho Falls. ac-
The new directory of Idaho Falls is now out and 

is being distributed by the publishers, Messrs. Chapin 
and Whitney. The publication contains 6,000 names.

The above clipping is from the Post, of Idaho 
Falls, and indicates that the population of that city 
is now 6,000. In 1890 it was the privilege of one 
of the staff of The Scimitar to take the census in 
Idaho Falls. Counting men, women and children, 
there was at that time in Idaho Falls five hundred 
and ninety souls.

This is a remarkable growth. Back of Idaho Falls 
there was then the great undeveloped resources to 
warrant this influx of people. It is fair to say that 
the growth in population of the country adjacent to 
Idaho Falls has been even greater than of the 
town during this period. Nearly all of the towns 
around there now were not in existence in 1890. 
There was at that time no town north of the falls 

than Louisville, and aside from Louisville,

new

He then locked his office and home took his L 
And a generous light soon o’erspread his face 
As he murmured aloud, “_
And it’s a cinch he’ll continue

pace,

I guess they will pay. 
“in the same old way.

American Falls.

The American Falls Press issues a beautiful New 
Year’s edition. Epitomizing the growth of this city, 
which probably has sustained a larger percentage of 
actual substantial development than any other West
ern town during 1907, the Press says :

More thon one hundred thousand dollars in sub
stantial business buildings completed.

Fifty thousand dollars in business buildings now 
in course of construction.

The finest hotel of any town its size in the United 
States.

Hot Air.

c r ^as been living on a peanut diet
for forty days and lost only twelve pounds. Dr. 
I .inner beat that; he lived on a water diet for sixty 
days and lost sixty pounds. Coeur d’Alene has both 
these records beaten. She boasts of a man who has 
been living on wind for more than 7,350 days with
out losing a pound in weight.

The Coeur dAlene Press says the above, which 
causes us to reflect that Boise has a distinguished 
citizen who has lived longer than that on hot air. 
Hot air is lighter than wind!

An Illinois man

nearer
Menan and LaBelle, there were no other towns ex
cept Basalt, south of Snake River. Bingham County 
at that time extended to the Montana line on the 
north, Fremont County being of later creation. 
There were no towns on the north side of Snake 
River except Rexburg, St. Anthony, Teton City and


