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Qneer Stories, Strange Saws and Proverbs
i That Fill the Negro's Mind.

The island negro is full of legends, stories
and quaint proverbs. It is a pity that they
should never have been regularly collected
and recorded, for the race of the old time
house slave woman, who held her audience
breathless with the wonderful doings of
"Anaucy" and his wife, "Crooky," aud a
son, "Taeooina," is now almost passed away.
All of the strange phenomena
of tropiail nature are alive with suggestions
of the sujieriiatural and the mysterious to the
negro mind.

At various parts of the island are subter-
ranean rivers that here and there make a
sudden appearauce, to run swiftly for a few
miles, and then to disappear again in the
bowels of the earth. In places the water ap-
pears only in circular sink holes, always
brimming but never overflowing, even in the
wet season, or never diminishing, even in the
dry. In one of the mountain fastnesses a
negro pointed out to me such a gloomy pool,
with neither inlet nor outlet To him It was
the habitation of Some monstrous subaqueous
creature named Croomie. He told me that
nobody dared even go near the margin, for
Croomie would catch him and pull him un-

der. I could gather nothing from him but
the bare facts, for when I pressed him for
further details concerning Croohiie's charac-
ter and habits, he evidently took my ques-
tions for covert ridicule, and withdrew him
self into the shell of

In their peculiar dialect the negroes possess
a fund of quaint saws and proverbs. "Alli
gator lay eggs, but him no fowl," says one,
"Fishermen never say him fish t'ink," says
another. Referring to the land crab: "Lit-
tle crab hole spoil big racehorse." Some of
these quaint sayings show not only the keen
insight of the semi-savag- e into the character
istics of the voiceless creation, but also a
wonderfully sly and cunning knowledge oi
the weakness of poor human nature.

"Duck and fowl feed togedder, but no roost
togedder." "When man dead grass grow at
him door." "Dog run for him character,
pig run for him life." "Hungry dog eat
cockroach." "Man bit by snoke, him run
away from lizard." Such are a few of the
many score of the like sayings that pass cur-
rent from mouth to mouth of the merry black
island peasantry. Howard Hyle in Harper's
Magazine.

Meaning; of the Word Nee.

The misuse of the word "nee" is a source of
perpetual tribulation to copy editors, pro
vincial "society reporters" especially being
prone to a mournful disregard of its real
meaning. They have a hazy but nevertheless
strong impression that it is equivalent to the
expression "whoso former name was," and
they rarely fail to use the full name in all it
aristocratic completeness. Now, the fact is,
that "nee" is simply French for "born," and
although the chrvrmfns Mrs, Do Lnncey Jones
may have been "born" an Edwards, she cer
tainly was not born "Miss Jomima Edwards."
Little things of that sort don't always turn
out just as might be desired, you know. It
might be really too plebeian for the provincial
"society reporter" to refer to "Mrs. Jones,
nee Edwards," but he might try. And be
certainly should avoid tho error of a rural
contemporary, which recently praised the dia-
monds of "Mrs. Dc Laucey Jones, nee Mrs.
William Smith." How poor Mrs. Jones ever
came to be born to a state of widowhood the
reporter neglects to explain. Albany Press
and Knickerbocker.

A Natural Bridge In Arizona.
Natural bridge, on Pine creek, in the north-

ern part of Gila county, is one of the great-
est natural curiosities in the United States,
equaling, if not surpassing, the natural
bridge of Virginia, It spans the creek at a
height of about 200 feet, and the walls of the
canyon rise above it on either side 700 or 800
foot, and on one Ride form a perpondicular
precipice. The bridge is of lime formation,
and the inside of the great arch, which is
some 2.10 feet across, is worn by the water as
smooth as though chiseled by tho skillful
hand of a stonemason.' Tho arch on top is
nearly, if not quite, 400 feet in width, 1,000
feet in length across the canyon, aud at the
thinnest part only six feet through. About
the center of the arch is a hole large euougu
to admit the body of a man, and through
which one can look down into the crystal
pool of water 200 feet below. Boston Trans
cript

The Anti-Germ- Feeling In Ruwla.
In the present reign this n feel-

ing has reached a climax. Naturally a man
of conservative instincts, and driven partly
by circumstances, partly by irresponsibility
Into illiberal and reactionary extremes,
Alexander III has for some time devoted
himself to stamping out of Russia all

elements, and setting up an image,
before which all must fall down and worship,
of a Russia, singlo, homogeneous, exclusive,
self sufficing, self contained. Foreign names,
foreign tongues, a foreign faith, particularly
if the one are Teuton and the other is Luth-
eran, are vexed, or prohibited, or assailed.
Foreign comiwtition in any quarter, com
mercial or otherwise, is crushed by heavy
deadweights hung round its neck. Foreign
concessions are as flatly refused as they were
once eagerly conceded. "Russia in Central
Asia Curzon."

Memory Rings.
"A memory ring is merely silver ten cent

piece rimmed out, with the milled edges left
untouched. Usually the ring has a bangle
attached, made of the inner part of the dime
ond bearing the monogram of the youth who
has been inveigled into givtng the girl the
coin. The riug wheu finished costs less than
(1. Sometimes it is made double, the two
dimes being cemented together.

."Another novelty is the friendship ring. A
girl goes among the young men of her ac
quaintance and gets from each a little sum of
money, varying from a cent to a dime, aud
when she bos laid tribute on all her friends
she buys a ring such as the proceeds of her
work will purchase, filoinory rings seem to
be the favorite." Jewelers' Weekly.

A Omit Submarine River.
Near Melrs, in the department of the Lot,

between Auvergne and the Garonne, the
course of a subterranean river has been
traced in a boat for a distance of over
two kilometers say feet. Seven small
lakes aud thirty-tw- waterfulls were panned
in the exploring voyage made In a small
boat It is estimated that the underground
course is fully seven kilometers, the stream
joining the Dordogne near St. Denis MarteL
It is to be remembered that all that region is
of limestone formation. Engineering and
Mining Journal.

Ameriran Machinery Abroad.
It is the tendency in this day and a0 to

slight things, and is is this tendency which
hurts American mechanism abroad. A man
just returned from South America told me
that no American machinery could be sold
there in competition with .English. While cur
steam engines, for instance, were bettor fin-
ished and more adapted u the work demand-
ed, was always getting out of or-

der, Cans beiii revealed, and no one could
depend upon them. They were made to soil

not to last Detroit Free rresa

Bow a Ilplomtio Toons; Man Secured a
Start In Life as a Teacher.

"Diplomacy is a great quality," said a friend
who formerly lived in a very small Ohio
town. "A man can do nearly everything by
the proper use of diplomacy except to rob a
bank. I was just reading something about a
volunteer organist that set me thinking about
a neat little bit of diplomacy that lifted a
good man from misfortune's ditch and put
him in the way of doing something for him-
self. He was a musician with a small
traveling show which came along and went
to pieces in our town. The other people of
the company got out of town by hook or
crook, but this poor fellow couldn't make it
He got acquainted with several young fellows
of the town, however, and to one of these he
confided that he would make a living by
teaching music if he could only get a start

"The young fellow asked him what he could
play, and he said uld play all the kinds
of horns in a band, the banjo, guitar, sitber,
violin, flute, piano and organ in fact he
could play any kind of musical instrument
ever made.

"Then an Idea struck him, and he asked
what kind of organista they had in the two
churches. The young fellow said they were
pretty good; his sister was one of them.
Thereupon a scheme formed itself in the
musician's mind. He told his friend that if
be could get a chance to play the organ next
Sunday he thought he could surprise the
folks, and maybe pave the way to getting
foothold as a teacher. He suggested that the
young fellow present the case to his sister and
nave her get sick the next Sunday and send a
note of apology, and suggesting himself as
her substitute.

"This was all carried out In proper form,
and when the time had arrived and the min-
later had apologized for the substitute the
musician seated himself at the little organ
and began. He started off with a voluntary
in a sweet, expressive strain and worked it
up to a noble burst of music which, in vary
ing phases, swept along and held the congre-
gation enchanted. Nobody had ever sus
pected the poor little organ capable of any
thing half so grand, and you may be sure
that the musician overlooked no points.
From that time on the church service was
simply an accompaniment to the music, and
when it was finished, and the organ poured
forth another flood of harmony for the con-

gregation to retire on, everybody just stood
and listened, and before the stranded musi
cian left the church he knew all the good
people in town and was mad a social lion.

"It was easy enough after that Being a
man of good address and discretion, and pos
sessing gentlemanly refinement as well, he
quietly went to work and soon had a lot of
the best pupils in the town. Then the young
fellows went after him for banjo and guitar
lessons, and afterward they organized a band
and made him leader. Everything came his
way, and he married the daughter of one of
the rich men of the town, and, well, he runs
the biggest music store in the place now. All
accomplished by a bit of diplomacy." Chi-

cago Mail. -

A Chicago Lawyer's Effort.
- A young lawyer was making his maiden
effort before a jury in defense of a criminal.
The evidence was all in, and he arose to utter
the brilliant thoughts that had been surging
through his brain. He was primed for a fine
display of oratorical pyrotechnics, but some
how or other he could not get a start His
mind became a blank and be stood trembling
for a moment Then waving his arms he be-

gan: "May it please the court and gentlemen
of the jury My ahem I My Officer,
kindly get me a drink of water."

He waited for the attendant to return and
tried to gather his faculties. After taking a
sip of water he began again "May it please the
court and gentlemen of the jury. Iam happy

no yes."
After a pause he again extended his arms

and exclaimed: "May it please the court and
gentlemen of the jury. My unfortunate
client"- -

This impressed him as a particularly bad
opening, so he again hesitated, "Go on, coun-
selor," said the judge, encouragingly; "so far
I am with, you." Chicago Herald.

An Englishman In New York.
It was 7 o'clock when I reached the hotel,

and time for dinner. On tie principle of
eating foreign food in a foreign country, I
ordered all the strangest sounding plates on
the bill of fare: Clam soup, pumpkin pie,
hominy, buckwheat cakes, sweet potatoes,
very nasty wild turkey and cranberries. The
result was a squashy, sloppy meal, at the end
of which my stomach was full, but I didn't
feel as if I'd bad a square dinner. The only
thing I did not follow the American system
in was drinks, for they drink nothing but
coffee and such like slops at dinner, and then
adjourn to a bar to correct their lnsides with
cocktails. At the theatre, having stood up
in my place to let a lady pass, the next mo-

ment found me seated on the ground in an
unbecoming heap, the seat of my chair hav-

ing sprung up when I did. This is one of the
innumerable Yankee "notions," and is all
right when you know it, but you've got to
know it first Count Oleichen in Murray's
Magazine.

Idea Men for Corporation.
"Idea men" are regularly hired at hand-

some salaries nowadays by several d liferent
classes of employer They are indispensable
in newspaper odices. Advertisers find them
very valuable, and as "private secretaries"
tbey furnish many a statesman's brains.
Railroad corporations have long made use of
them, and appreciate their value by making
presidents of them in time. The idea man of
a certain railroad company is styled "assist-
ant to the president" The stewardesses, or
female attendants for lady passengers on
their through trains, are the result of one of
his ideas. So is the stenographer and type-
writer just arranged for on all the limited
trains. This country is full now of men who
carry their offices in their bate and dictate
their correspondence wherever they find a
stenographer and a chair. New York Her-

ald.

Are Ton at Borne Mghtef
One of the problems which a reporter on a

morning paper has to deal with, is the trouble
of finding at home the mau whom be is as-

signed to interview. Assuming 100 to repre-
sent the certainty of finding the perion
sought, a Montreal reporter, after long ex-

perience, has estimated the chances very ac-

curately as follows: Clergymen, on Monday
and Saturday nights, 8(1, other bights, 40;
old lawyers, 75; joung lawyers, unmarried,
25; capitalists and bankers, 75; clerk living
at home, 20; clerks boarding, 10; merchants,
60; mechanics, 70. Toronto Empire.

Electricity for Tanning.
Persians have for ages believed in the eff-

icacy of electricity in the preparation of
leather. ' As the Persians have been, of
course, entirely ignorant of modern scientiflo
methods for obtaining or utilising electricity,
they have sometime exposed their leather on
high places, especially on Mount El wend,
near llamadan. This they do precisely be-

cause such elevated spots are most exposed to
electrical storms, aud tbey affirm that light-
ning (or electricity) is a valuable agent la the
curing of leather. Exchange.

An Old Engineer Says It I Often Safer
Not to Jump Some Interesting Illustra-
tion, of His Theory The Fate of "Due"
Slmmous, ;

"Thiugs jjave changed considerably since
you used to ride with me," said a prominent
railroad official to a reporter the other day,
and the reporter was compelled to admit that
they had, for in the days recalled the now
general superintendent of a great railroad
was an engineer and the scribe a junior clerk
in the freight department of the company
employing both.

"Yes," continued the old gentleman, "every-
thing is changed except the average news-
paper writer's idea of the crushing weight of
responsibility under which the locomotive
engineer is supposed to constantly stagger.
The assumption that he stands rigid ou tho
footboard, with one hand firmly grasping the
throttle and the other clutching the reverse
lever, his eyes riveted on the track ahead of
him, and his soul racked with anxiety for the
safety of the precious human freight com-
mitted to his charge. '

THB FIRST LAW OF NATUHU.
"Self "preservation is the flrBt law of na-

ture, and no man confronting almost certain
death sinks all thoughts of his owu safety be-
neath a wave of anxiety for the preservation
of others. Some engineers, though they are
not in the majority, contend that a mau's
chances of escaping injury or death in a col-
lision, though small in any circumstances,
are better in remaining in the cab than in
jumping. Others adhere to ths belief that
the chances of escape ere infinitely better in
jumping. Butthora are many conditions to
be taken into consideration. Suppose that
at the time the jumping engineer got ready
to leave his engine he should find that his
leap would laud hira in a ravine fifty feet or
more in depth, or upon a pile of railroad
iron, or dash him against a . stone wall, do
you think he would jump I Not he. He
would take his chances of crawling out of
the wreck alive rather than jump into eter-
nity.

"The first thing an engineer thinks of
when his engine leaves the track is to shut
off his steam. He then reaches for the air
brake and at the same time tries to revenue
her. Suppose he is on a high embankment,
and that by the time he has applied the brake
his engine begins to roll down the bank. He
can't jump, for he is rolling with her, und in
nine cases out of ten be will grasp the reverse
lever or throttle to hold on. Probably the
next turn the engine makes will crush the
engineer to death. When the wreck is cleared
away the poor fellow is found with his hand
on the throttle, and out goes the report that
be refused to jump and perished a victim to
his efforts to save his passengors, though all
of the available efforts to stop the train had
been exhausted with his shutting off, apply-
ing the brake and reversing. No matter,
the fact that his hand was on the throttle is
sufficient to canonize him. Together with
this rejiort is made the statement that the
fireman jumped and saved his life,. Of course
he did. He had plenty of time, and if tho
engineer bad had as much time don't be fool-
ish enough to think that he wouldn't have
gone wf--h the fireman."

"I seems strange to see you in the role of
iconoclast, Mr. A., after having yourself
served as an engineer for twenty-fiv- e years,"
remarked the reporter.

"Why, my dear fellow, I am not trying to
destroy any idols; I am simply endoavoring
to impress upon your mind the fact that the
locomotive engineer is only human.

two KNaiNKaaa
"As engineers seldom lose their heada, I

will give you the only instance of one doing;
so that I can recall. It illustrates the theory,
too, that itns safer to remain in the cab than
to jump. Joe H. had never had an accident
more serious than a broken spring huiurer
since be began railroading. His phenomenal
luck in this respect gained for him through
the local papers, of course the reputation
of being the most careful and trustworthy
engineer on the rood. One day as he was
bowling along at about thirty-liv- e miles an
hour, with ten well loaded passenger cars be-

hind him, he slid off bis seat to stretch his
lees. He had scarcely gained his feet when
the parallel rod on his side broke, and the
three foot piece attached to the crank pin of
the back driver crashed through the seat he
had just vacated, showering Joe with Bplin-ter- s.

broken glass, etc. At the next revolu
tion the flying end of the rod struck the end
of a tie, lifted the engine about six inches,
and set her down with a bang, Did the en-

gineer, whose fidelity aud carefulness ac
cording to the local papers hud enabled him
to run ten or fifteen years without mishap
and endeared him to the frequent riders on
the road, 'bravely stick to his pout' and sac-
rifice himself to the safety of his ten car
loads of passengers! Indeed he didn't. He
incontinently sacrificed himself to the fright
which overcame him. He didn't even wait
to shut off, but took a flyiug leap as the rod
came tbtough the cab a second time, and,
landing n his head, broke his neck. The
fireman stopped the train, 'took down' tho
disabled side of the engine, aud brought
her In.

"On the other band, I suppose the case of
Ed Simmons, better known as 'Doc' Sim
mons, who was killed at Now Hamburgh
draw about twenty years ago, is the best ex-
ample of the theory that jumping is sufer
than hanging on that railroad history re
cords. Simmons was hauliug the express
that loft New York about 0:30 p. m. Ashe
neared New Hamburgh bridge ho saw com-
ing toward him ou the down track a freight
train. As the latter struck the bridge sev-
eral of its cars loaded with oil left the track
and crowded over toward the up track, so
that it was imjiosKible for Simmons to pass
them. That was before air brakes came into
use, at least on the Hudson Rivor road, and
braking was done by hand. Tho passenger
cars were fitted, however, with what was
known as the Creamer patent brake, which
was used in emergencies. The apparatus
consisted of a powerful spring attached to
the brake wheel at one end of the car. The
spring was wound up and held by a pawl aud
ratchet A sharp pull of the bell cord raised
the pawl and released the spring, which set
the brakes, Simmons undoubtedly believed
he could stop his train before renchiug the
bridge, and, in addition to his recourse to the
ordinary methods of stopping, told bis fire-
man to pull the 'patents.' The fireman testi-

fied at the coroner's inquest that be obeyed
the order, but whether he did or not is still
an open question. There is no doubt, how-

ever, that he jumped immediately after
getting the order, he himself having admitted
that, and he is alive today, while (Simmon,
who hadn't the time to jump after the neces-
sity for doing so became plain, went wit h his
engine through the ice to the bottom of Wup-pinge-

creek. When Kiminoiis was taken
out a few days later not a scratch could be
found on his body. He had been simply
drowned. New York Sun.

CURIOUS FANCIES' ABOUT AN INTER-

ESTING SUBJECT. ,

Old Time Misses' Ideas About It The First
Smile and the First Cry as Sign of What
Is to Be Rules for Producing Imitation
Dimples.

Around those little indentations that are the
delight of woman as- - she gazes on babyhood
and are the enchantment of lovers as they
yearn at blossoming girlhood, nature has
wrapped a vestment of mystery beneath which
no mortal can penetrate. Dimples are the
smiles of the infant soul as it catches a gleam
of the infinite or inhales for the first time the
sanctified odor of a mother's love. There are
stars that cling to the horizon as the dawn
appears and night's veil is slowly shifted. So
there are impressions on baby cheeks which
linger as the tiny flower of maternity, petal
by petal, peeps forth to greet the morn.

Old time nurses used to say that fairy fin-ge- rs

touched the face of the child as the lat-

ter was wafted from heaven to earth, and at
the visitor grew hollows became
more distinct Others, less poetic, said:
"See the first smile, hear the first cry, and
you can tell whether or no the baby will
have dimples."

Perhaps baby likes the new world he dis-

covered on his venturesome voyage. If he
does, why he will smile and one dimple at
least is the result. If be cmiles twioe, why
you may count on two. But he always.cries,
you will say. Granted ; but his is no cry of
pain. His is a bird's salutation to the morn

shriller, perhaps, because his vocal chords
are as yet undeveloped, but nevertheless a
paean of joy. Many nurses offer a simpler
explanation and a more plausible one than
this, that dimples are the smiles of the soul.

SALUTING THB BABY.

Have you noticed a man or woman salute
a baby? If you have and the chances are
that you have you will agree that one of the
first salutations is a gentle caress with thumb
and forefinger placed near the corners of the
mouth. Borne instinct impels us thus to greet
the cherub. We would hug him, but we fear
that the fragile lump might break.

Therefore we salute him with a kiss, it may
be, if sentiment, friendship or ties of blood
warraut It; at any rate we caress him with
thumb and index finger, as if we would Im-

part to him the impression of the heart and
soul. Thus, say some nurses, he gets his dim-

ples. It would be a task, indeed, to calculate
the number of such greetiugs bestowed on the
darling's face from infancy till that period
when, if a boy, he resents fondling, and true
to nature's course, he beoomes more and more
the individual and less of his kind. For the
baby belongs to humanity, the boy to his
cbums and the man to himself.

If the darling be a girl she probably gets
more caresses than her brother. Hence she
is more likely to have dimples. And if they
are ofHhe genuine slow growth, not compul-
sory kind, she has a rare prize. But she must
get them before she is 16 yes, years before
that.

Certain beautlflers declare that even in the
adult they can produce dimples by a al

process. This may be, but, after all,
the secret spring of the dimple is the soul.
As the latter overflows with smiles the face
assumes a radiance that art cannot imitate.
Blue eyes or blaok sparkle as the light rushes
upward from its hidden caves, cheeks glow
and dimples appear.

For a girl, two dimples, one at each corner
of the mouth, or near those points, are &

lavish gift. The daintiest smile will bring
them out well defined and ravishing, a broad
grin will expand them into furrows. There-
fore, it is a woman's privilege to smile, if she
has dimples. This is no news to the fair sex. A
woman with dimples would not lose on. for the
world. She is very careful of them, and regu-
lates her smiles to the capacity of her dimples.

IMITATION DIMPLES.
Moreover, by smiling, a woman may pro-

duce a pretty good imitation of a dimple a
dimpleoid the dermatologists would call it
I have known young girls to practice this
before a mirror, aud with remarkable suc-
cess. A half an hour a day for about two
years is generally sufficient to produce good
results. The operation is simple. First,
carefully ascertain the effect of an ordinary
smile. Note the expansion of the mouth.
Next plaoe a thumb aud forefinger on the
furrows made by the smile; then alternately
relax and contract the smile, at the same
tune pressing heavily on the f urrows.

One thing must be avoided in order to give
the operation a fair trial. In eating be care-
ful to move only the jaws during mastica-
tion. Do not move the whole face. Many a
darling dimple, by the latter error, is lost
irretrievably. And above all, practice th
same smile without deviation.

Perhups it is unnecessary to add that thes
rules will work only in the cases of young
people. For it is only when the soul is ebul-
lient and the heart has that girlish creative-uess-,

which can make a belted knight out of
a young man with intellectually round
shoulders, that dimples come to stay. After
a certain age there is no fertilizer that can
force their growth out of antique soil. Roses
do not bloom, in this clime at least, during
January, except in greenhouses. May and
June are the mouths of dimples and no green-
house warmth will suffice. Therefore old
maids should not try to raise dimples.
Boston Globe.

They Have Come.
The women are coming, howover, coming

up the slope, reaching for the highest places,
and, say what me may, they bid fair to take
them. The Fanny Burueys and the Jans
Austens will not succeed with us; the senti-
mental and subjectively tiresome, or the flip-
pantly bewitching spinster, young or old, can
never have her day again. The time is at
hand for women of lofty imagination, breadth
of vision, depth of insight and solidity of
judgment to lay out their lives in work that
shall hare a powerful influence upon civiliza-
tion. Maurice Thompson.

Women Men Like.
That a man likes beauty goes without say-

ing, as that a bee likes flowers. But as the
bee only flutters about a flower which con-
tains no honey yielding property, bo man
only hovers a brief time about the beauty
without wit or charm,

A man likes a woman to be capable of talk-
ing well at times, but he does not care for a
garrulous girl He likt to be listened to
himself, ai'.d objects to the girl who monopo-
lises the conversation almost as much a to
the one who does not talk at all Ella
Wheeler Wilcox.

The Boston Way.
This is the way they "frizzle" potatoes in

Boston: '
Cut cold boiled potatoes into very small

pieces, and to each cupful of potato allow
half a cupful of cream or rich milk, one

of butter, a little salt, two teaspoon-- f
uls of choj pej celery, a little pepper ; add

the seasoning to the potatoes, and put them
into a deep baking dish, and pour the milk
and butter over them, allowing enough to
nearly cover; place in quick oveu, and brown
delicately. New York Commercial

INSTRUCTIONS TO MEMBERS OF
THE BAR CENTURIES AGO.

Advice of an Old Judicial A athorlty That
Applies to Lawyers" of the Period.
Tricks to Be Used with Opposing; Couu--

sel Coartesy In the Court.

Law and lawyers fill an important place in
English history. They are far more prom
lnent than was the case even in ancient
Greece or Rome; and every schoolboy knows
how large a shore they bad in public and
domestic affairs in classical times. Some
persons are to be met with who alleges that
this is the most lawyer ridden country in the
world. This may be true or otherwise, but
It is curious and instructive to observe how
legal usages and methods remain substan-
tially the same as they were in the middle
ages. A spirit of litigation prevailed then,
as now, perhaps neither more or less. People
are always apt to rush to the courts fur a re
dress of wrongs, real or imaginary, and for
the maintenance of rights supposed to be
withheld or impaired.

Not every one has found time or oppor-
tunity to look into the " Speculum Juris" or
"Mirror of Justice. " Briefless barristers, and
some pleaders who fail with judge aud jury,
might do worse than take a survey. It is a
work written by one Guillaume Durand,
who flourished about six centuries ago, and
is supposed to have died in 1J0. At any
rate, hs lived and wrote after the settlement
of that system of judicature, in the time of
Henry II and Edward I, which has virtually
remalued to the present time. The book was
very popular, and was deemed of great au-

thority. It was extensively transcribed at a
tuns when the art of printing was unknown,
and it was Issued from the press, in a com-

manding folio form, several times during the
Fifteenth and Sixteenth centuries. It became
a sort of vade mecum with budding and as-

piring lawyers for generations after the
writer had passed away.

This oracle gives advice as to appearance,
behavior and modes of speech, Buch as were
calculated to insure success in the law courts.
When he wrote clergymen were also lawyers,
as they were statesmen and administrators.
It is not surprising, therefore, to find that
Durand became bishop of Mende. He was a
native of Provence; but French ecclesiastics
were then very numerous in England not
always to the complete satisfaction of the na-

tives. However, he seems to have been suc-

cessful as an advocate while here, and he
frankly explains how he succeeded for the
benefit of others. He cautions them not to
indulge in personalities towards the counsel
on the other side, from which it is to be in-

ferred that references to "my learned friend"
were not always Jof the most respectful char-
acter. Instead of this being done, it is well
to treat him decorously, "unless, indeed, he
treat you rudely." This, a saving clause, is
susceptible of wide application. " When re-

plying to his arguments, you should com-

mend him slightly, but not too much, and
commend him by equivocal words." Exam-
ples are given showing that the writer was a
master of dialects aud verbal refinements,
not to say quirks and quibbles. Mr. Serjeant
Buzf us is a character of remote antiquity. t

Great provocation was sometimes experi-
enced at the bar. Counsel were touchy or
imperious, especially to juniors. "You must
not treat your adversary with contumely, or
call him in plain words a ruffian or a pre-
varicator, or insinuate as much by saying 'I
am not a thief,' thereby Intimating that he
is." If matters went to an extremity, aud if
in a moment of irritation he brought a
charge of falsehood, then "you may safely
say, 'You are a liar,' but protest that you say
so not with intent to injure him, but only to
defend your own cause."

Judges are but men, and therefore aro lia-

ble to human infirmities. It is to be feared
that their tempers were not always perfect
600 years ago. Doubtless, they had much to
try them, lu stupid or prevaricating witness-
es, and oven in the bearing of counsel. Du-

rand devotes much space to suggestions and
warnings as to behavior in court On enter-
ing, the first thing to be done was to remove
the cap and make an obeisance. This was to
be graduated according to the rank of the
judge. "His honor" in a county court is not
entitled, presumably, to' so much deference
as "my lord" in one of the supreme courts.
There were no stipendiaries or registrars in
those days. Otherwise, it might be a curious
inquiry as to how much of "obeisance" they
should receive. But it is evident that judges
were sometimes angry, with or without
cause. If so, "do not rejoin." They might
even be sarcastic. Still it was better not to
retaliate. Loquacity was to be guarded
against, for the bench did not like it. Care
must be taken "not to laugh causelessly be-

fore the judge," lest he might imagine that
It was at him. "When be speaks, listen re-

spectfully, and then laud his wisdom and
eloquence."

Durand enumerates sundry judicial quali-
ties which counsel might praise and magnify;
"but be careful about attributing all to one
person." In other words, keep a reserve
stock of complimentary phrases, suitable for
other judges. Be careful not to say anything
to offend, "for it is a hazardous thing to
have a suit before an offended judge." It
might even be well to convey a hint that he
knows everything, while your knowledge is
infinitesimal. Manner also is all important
It is well to rise gracefully, not arrogantly,
and to put on an affable and pleasaut look,
even if the feelings be the reverse.

"Do not move your head or feet awk-

wardly." One would almost imagine that
some modern counsel must have been pres-
ent, at any rate by a sort of anticipatory
metempsychosis, when we read that certain
advocates "rub the face, push their hair be-

hind the ears, blow the nose loudly, clear the
throat, examine their hands and their dress,
alternately lift their eyes to heaven and bow
their head, wrinkle the forehead, compress
the lips, frown and fix their hands on their
lips."

These old counsel had a trick, It appears, of
keeping the advocate..on the other side wait-
ing so long in court as to wear out his pa-

tience. Or they would cunningly pretend to
be asleep during his arguments. Durand dis
approves of this. He also advises that the
opposing counsel be not left behind, lest be
should earwig the judge. The advocate of
old stauding was to beware of the younger
ones. They had the law fresh and kept them-
selves informed on recent decisions. By dili-

gence and a desire for barren honor, they
sometimes won a victory over their seniors,
who became idle and careless. "The junior
is to speak first The senior is to follow, in
order that his specious and experienced argu-
ments may be better remembered by the
judge. But both should agree on the course
that their speeches take, and if one of them
is making a mess of it the client should stop
him, for an ox and an ass should not plow to-

gether." Finally, the advice is given not to
take a low fee for pleading, left reputation
be lost those causes only which
you can conscientiously advocate. If a cause .

be desperate, give it up." It will be seen that .

most of the typos of legal character delineated '

by Durand are still existing. Much of his
advice seems to be practiced, ami me re-

mainder is not undeserving of cartful reflec-

tion. Letter in London Graphic.
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