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The Story
of a Grave i
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Aby. hi t. Manma. C..

is a place in the Great
American desert where green
gras• grows. At the head of

lary of the great dry sea, where
arm of white alkali runs up I

the foothills of the mountains, d
as inviting tavern. It is upon s

,'1g'h. Just below It, the gars t

* b'oe and the landscape gardener, I

S0 water carried in troughs from the e
have wrought a miracle of

Trees, blue-grass, flowers, wax

and beautiful in the artificial
Children and young men and a

romp on the verdant mat, a
ii the point of the estuary, and
the hillside a score of languishing h

.- Id t in the heallng sun, and
•-' dawm upon the picture, and I

" ag the endless miles of white 0
i I tat stretch billowy and fantas-

up the blue of the horizon.
f these idlers on the broad a

of t tavern are Invalids. It
SpJies af Invalids. Here hundreds v
asof d bodies are dragged by a 

Sove of life. Here scores of t
wath other souls Blcker and die f
d atill hope on and wait, while
i of Ulife burns smudgy and low. u

ae those whom the sunshine a
o dry, clear air win back to '

et the dead are there. On the v
-a very citadel of life- b

are embattled, fighting with I
k isa amost hideous battle, and f
ih ed and sepulchral are Its

that life takes no heed of b
ty pageant. a

d is such a combat sat Hawk- t
i' de chlef clerk, a grim man, dark, 1

sdister. Of what, out In the '

of life, Hawkins had been chief f
It does not matter now. He a

b• t a busy man, firm, taciturn, t
repellent. He sat now t

Jo peat In the battle, sneering at d
od those about him who were d

Swrest a few mortal moments h
Sesuity.

e I leg time, as days go, Hawk- f
h" been slttIng In this sentry box, a

Us captain-the doctor-ordered
We the Infantry, and told him

a.th er dear life. Hawkins left
-rd spa• the terrace with loath-

DrIs• the first week of his
rdels, he made exactly the

Jurany every day. He noticed
alar his path. He was in-

In stMiag. In his mind thq
be aw were catalogued, but

rmsred to by his memory.
wus a Mhuge bluf, a railroad
a quarry, a barbed wire fence,

a rave, a mud house, a
sme hbp, a steep hill, a

tbea h, a er road, and a
a the bill over which he

t bb hertang palnt.foMne
thine ehists was dlg isd by a .

i- h i ai. One day, at-
m e u nt umportant detail e

lit %MnM ,awknas started to
a Misr l m s path, that he

' a smsely the prave,
in i b.aesd wire to beep ;
lib it beasts away. A C
i t made them daw de.

a she ai of an ellip• ,
-AsI u s c urse without

W eb r when Hawbims
So e as tel gust, ande

thIeI that passed out the h
al where th e dtted 'i
Of the plani kept dreaw a

ae. In t, In an asyln 2P

eht Me ely walka t the I'
,tlght, the pave began d

P. It arosed a certanl tb
Ihbl, him, which was very d

at his elly, the pe e
his wakefTl alght-fan-
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alemre, thikln that I
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vIernda when he had returned, and
looked over the white floor in the dis-
tance. It seemed magaimed in his eyes.
SHe fancied he could daUsnguish theI headboard from the feace. Then

he began to fight with the spell. Be
Sreasoned that it was an accident, and

it came over him with a chill, that heI had been drawn to the place by an
Srresistible force. At this conclusnonI be aniled sardonically and lighted aSeigar.

He believed he had conquered theShallucination by givfng it full rein.

a Then he began to hate his old enemy.SHawkins had not known that the man
e was dead until that day. He mused

p pleasurably upon the cactus. The
doctor, seeing Hawkins In the sunseta air with a cigar, swore at him, and

. I the grim man went Indoors. He was

r, proud to be alive. His pride amount-
* ed almost to a thrill.
it Hawkins went to sleep early that
t night. When the lights In the hotelI were extinguished he wakened from

d a dream about figures and business,t, and felt that there was something im-

d portant on his mind. Then he rememn-g bered the discovery on the headboard.
d He trailed over his treasure with the

d harrow of his hate. He tried to think
a, of something else; be began counting,. finally It came. A sentence formed in

his mind: "Was It the dead man's
d spirit!"It When he arused himself his mouth
Is was dry, and ne was wet with per-

a splration. Hawkins' normal mind thenI took control of hie fancy and his hate

e for the conquered foe burned fiercely.
e The woman kept coming into his ma-r. lignant speculations. He wondered if
e she had taken the man's name. He

,o was curious to know it she had come
e with his enemy Into the desert where

-he died. Hawkins pictured them to-
h gether on the terrace. Then his sick
d fancy painted them in the very rooma where he was lying. For a moment

, he was in mental hell. A footfall
startled him. He sprang to the floor

r. to ring the bell and to ascertain if his
i, maginings had any foundation In fact.

e When the boy came Hawkins asked,f for ice water, and upon getting it

e salpped it, as he stood looking out at1, the quiet stars and the moon, and lie-

s tenlng to the sheep-bells and to the

t dogs barking out on the floor of thee desert, beyond the grave. This soothed
, him, and he slept.

The day following that night, andL. for many days thereafter, Hawkins
E, stood gazing at the ugly sand heap in

Roo, gazing at the ugly sand heap In I scoffer, strangled credulity, even

" . *

• * .

"Up the Hillilds Lanulid Ouie. Sit In the HNOliag Sun."I wUpon the MIisids Languid

ts barbed wire prison, enaltlag In his
heart at the dead man's dsolatioe.

I T•h momets he speat thus were al-
mot.happy ones for the grim m . His
r teacy made morbid pictures; and the

agures of the man and woman dancedS'before his eyes In a thousand horrid
a daydreams. Once he kicked the bead-

1 boafd and smered at himself for so
r doing. Then Hawkins saw how lkb a

cur he was.
S Ater that there were three I hi.

a lele of hate. .
One day, loathing himselZ he began

I to wonder what had ever Induced thetwoman to premise to love and honor

r him. He recalled cowardly word he
had spoken to her. Revelatlon e his

p own cruelty and mesems wee made
I to him, and ghostl memories that he
1 had strnagled y•eam beore came lit-
Sng baeek.

He was ppresed with a ense e
Shaving done a terrible wrong. The

acee of the woman whom head oadI gotteN, sres and Seate os his stag-
I snat fanses. Dilogues, that he had
a eesodsd Into what seemed to him oe-

ive, eame treiesng ham and whi
I red themselves lns his ear. In

a each ot these pietures and veices he
I saw his ows n selisa. HawkIns

begn to knew himselft a he was
I knows. A love that he had trampled
Iet with lhis I heel uMl Ista e f lt o
t ra, bega to glow aed warm s ke

IA a ade warn wr ht ea the da
a that a Ishlveled tear truem hI his

ea qe. went to the 8gva sad lsend
a longer meo ta umal after that.

eI U ef the plees with a ig anda waIked dowe• wit s w as spen the

pr g E . wadlbe sl, partly
au oe chils- 1g er beem i hser

a mer aft sapped te tre. On the
a wenda thqween eesnds the weeks

I dt fid,

Be new westi to the nd e ey
Sday fr sempany. Ts these whom he

I st la the nremtle O Ilt Lphaoal neea Hawkins p es v ds esodd emsele.

I n. habt f aodstt ws noet tebenm.
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-es e and no e a die sap , f
goaptire, in oat S al and guiat ginea
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I eeald know of the softening of his

heart. The visits the grave grewL necessary to his happleas. For the
Sfirst time in his life Hawkns felt as
.desolate' as be really was He visited
I the grave, as a man of ordinary tem-
I perament would call upon a comrade.
e When his strength permitted a trip

Severy other day, only, he sat in hisa loom looking out between the Pills at

a the plain, and at the fascinating dot

upon the wlts stretch of sand and
-alkali.

It was at these times that Hawkins
began to try to recall the possible
I good qualities of his dead enemy.1 Hawkins remembered how he had con-
b demned the man out of hand, when his

t name was first brought up becauseI Thweke wrote a copybook hand.

s Hawkins remembered that he had

sneered at the man on account of a
certain curl of the mustache; and thatt the fellow had incurred a husbandly

I hate, by knowing how to play the
t piano. Rememberlng these prejudices,
Hawkins tried to make some entries
on the other side of the account.

SAs the Shadow flitted nearer and
nearer to the grim man, now confineda to his barren room more closely than
k before, he began to lose the horror he

once felt at what he fancied might be
3 the presence of the dead. One day
s be found himself curiously listening to

some token from the dead man in the
i grave. His mood was not one of hor-

ror, but of longing. He reasoned thata his strange findinlg of the grave, the
s inexplicable power that drew him

against his will and agalnst his na-
ture to the lonely spot, and the Influ-f ence which It had wrought upon his
s life indicated the presence of some out-
a side power. He built up a theory of

s hypnotism from disembodied spirits,

and sat watching for a signal to verifyt through his material senses the exist-
s ence of the supernatural force with
t which his spirit seemed to have been

I communing. In this frame of mind her forgot the wasting of the flesh. He
I sat by his window, overlooking the des

ert, and mused by the hour apon life
I and the coming of the end. His whole
t being was softened by the approaching

t dissolution of his body.

He longed for some sign that would
s tell him that he had fellowship-real

t and palpable-with the spirit of the
I man in the deserted grave. But the

sign did not come. He traced falseI signs to their natural causes, and was
a sad. The habit of a lifetime, as a
a scoffer, strangled credulity, even

though It was the child of hope. oe
Hawkins eat i the ilenace, listenin
and waiting for the greater silence.

There came a time when he rallied-
when he left the window for the veran.
da. Then It was that a great yearn-
lar came to his heart to go and lie
preno upon the grave and to be as
simple as a child In gret. He could
not aplahn this yearning; be did not
try to analyse It. He felt some way
that It was a thing the woman would
have done, and the deire became a
master psules. It semed cold to him
on the porch; but out en the desert
the sn sione Psly and sedudtvqly.
Day after day he walked the length
of the veranda. He seemed to be
gaining streogth. There was a day
when ho walked the entire distance
around the hotel twlce, without sit-
Min or retnlg. It was a day of tr-
umph. That night be planned his
Journey to the fene and the mound
bstween the foethll.

His mental strain brought a slight
relapse in his malady. He did not no-
tiee It the neat merning He kept his
plans to himsel. That afternoon be
dlipped away. owly, slowly, he rerpt
down the terraces. He sat down often
by the wayslde. A noti that be was
making a pilgrimage that she-Hawk-
tis only thought of the woman as
'te," new-would have him make,
warmed senmthng in his grim heart.
not mlike a. tendernes. He was very
weak, and b emotles were loose.

Once he mated when be st down
by a sne. When be returned to cea-
sdeeam es hurried en in a dasad,
umbiag set of way. He Sft then

that It wed he his lat vist to the
gave, bat he was net sed. Be was
only d tat he had come in her

lame PMe uwas purged rom his
lth. ls hart was that ha e alte
cld. He uttseed hea little prayer
that ware hasraL with eod for
eranmh to reameh his goal When he
reached , o crawled Ito the wire
endseear. weak and pentin There
they (nd Hawks at the close a
day. grm, upsueat eof este. ep st
firm is srle a i n very death.
Men sMid was a It• L ende r him.

path and the wheem4n. An itnch
ms ao i srd t t er left ad seled
OI Me, or am lb'hldgher; aed yet
it yed to ieslsh as smied If It hod
a thinm d ames of stmredm apem

an R, ad norue hew the dangor
i inenrud. It dd neat borrow treo.
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"Stormy Petrel" Sims on America's Navy

W ASHINGTON.-Tentative plans
for an attempted flight of army

airplanes around the world have been
under consideration for some months
by air service omficials, although the
project has not 1s yet passed the pre-
Itminary survey stage.

Valuable data on available routes in
both directions have been obtained,
however, and ultimately it la hoped to
send a considerable aerial squadron on
the voyage. The project will not be
laid before Secretary Weeks for ap
proval, it was said, until it takes much
more definite form.

Two of the routes considered are
that from the Atlantice coast via Ice-
land and Ireland. and that from the
Pacific via Alaska, the Aleutian

SUR navy was not prepared for war
in 1917. is no better prepared to-

day than It was then, and never will
be prepared under the present organl-
sation plan, declares Admiral William
8. Sims. recently retired from the
navy.

The Navy department at Washing-
ton bungled and mismanaged the fleet
during the war. and since the war
there has been no clear indication of a
disposition to put the navy in fighting
trim. Admiral Sims asserted.

"The navy has not been properly
handled," Admiral Sims said. "because
of mistakes made at Washington. You
know nothing of these except that
those in control at Washington wanted
you to know. A congressional investi-
gation was made after the war and all
the Republicans were certain the ma.
Jority report was correct and all
Democrats unhesitatingly accepted the
minority report.

"Don't blame congress for American
unpreparedness. Congressmen do only
what their constitunsts want them to
d. e

"Under the arms conference agree.

U. S. Court of Claims to Be Kept Busy
Court of
Claims
Calendar '

- *

T HE United States Court of Claims
has a large calendar of Important

cases for the winter term. Actions In-
folving approximataly $850.000.000
arising out of the country's activities
during the World war are pending
and the Inlux of these cases has hard-
ly begun. The ultimate aregate of

ach claims Is estimated by the attor-
aey general at between $2,000,000
and $8,000,000,000.

These actions are brought into the
court by plaintiffs havlng claims
against all departments of the govern-
ment, Including actions for requisition-
ing of ships and railroads, tranpporta-
tion eo troops, ammunition and sup-

Secret Passages Under the Capitol?
FOR a century there have been

legends of the secret passages and
concealed apartments of the old Capi-
tol, Ullding. The other day a piece of
masonry at the capitol became dis-
odged and showed an opening, wholly

unsuspected by the superlntendent. A
small block of masonry dropped from
Its place and disappeared. According
to all measonable calculations the
stone should have fallen into a kneow
passage below. It did not, but crashed
through the ceiling of a room on a
lower floor. To do so it must have
fallen through a shaft the existence
of which had not been known. The
accident has started Investigations
whlch are now in progress and which
are expected to reveal a few of the
structural secrets of the building.

The capitol is a vast structure, poe
tlons of which have been constructed
at different periods. It will be recalled
by every schoolboy that the British
burned the old capitol In the War of
1812. A new building was reared on
the old foundatios. These were eza

a4eed and tillsed and the new
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Islands, Siberia and home, via Ireland
and Iceland.

Air service omclals said the routs
offering the most favorable conditions
as to prevailing winds would be as
lected, should the flight be ordered.
and it would then become necessary
to obtain permission of each of the
countries to be traveled before the
squadron could start.

The question of air navigation by
pilots of one country over the terri-
tory of another nation has been con-
sidered by the council of the League
of Nations in order to establish uni-
formity of practice.

Army flyers conceived the world-
circling light plan in line with the
reasons which prompted President
Roosvelt to send the fleet around the
world in 1908. It was said. It would
have value both as a step in providing
aerial defense through training and in
giving the world a better understand-
ing of American post-war deveJop-
ments. Possibly a special act of con-
gress to authorise a flight and make
necessary appropriations would be re-
quired should administration o1ci'pl
approve the scheme.

ment we are allowed 86.000 men to
man a navy that .equires 120.000 men,"
Admiral Sims cont.nued, referring to
a merchant marine. "This next con-
gress will have before it a bill to
remedy some of*these things, but un-
less public opinion is crystallized to
support an efficient navy and marine
we will never have It.

"We must also have an efcilent mer-
chant marine to support o-- navy be
cause they are Interdependent.

"Today we have a merchant marine
carrying 20 per cent of the world's
tonnage. In 1914 we had only 5 per
cent. However, we are losing $50,000,-
000 annually under the present system
of operation and this cannot go on."

plies; Infringement of patents for high
explosives, submarine boats and tor.
pedoes. wireless and radio apparatus,
contracts for anti-aircraft engines and
guns, military and naval aupplies and
smmunitloa, appropriation of eamp
sites and naval bases together with
contracts for manufacturing and acts
of commandeering of almost endless
diversity.

The petition of "ne inventor claime
$1,000,000 for the little pocket books
of stamps which are sold at every post
ofice. Another claims that as early
as 1905 he Invented a gliding machine
Involving the principles upon which
every airplane operated by the gov.
ernment is constructed and If success
ful he may recover $10,q00,000. About
$1,000,000 Is asked for Infringement In
the manufacture of torpedoes aad
about $P0,000,000 for radio apparatus.

One test case is brought by i sa-
iags bank to determine the liability of
the government for stolen government
bonds and couponas, and if successful
will result in other suits which It Is
estimated will swell the government's
liability to $150,000,000.

mlngled with the old In sech a way
that no complete pluas exist.

Dr. William Tbornton, the arehitect
of the part of the capitol built fol-
lowing the fire, was a builder of the
old school and doubtless followed old
English traditlons whlch leaned streng-
iy to the Idea of secret pau ges and
apartments. Tbere hs los been a
legend that somewhere beneath the
great terrace om the west side of the
capitol there Is a se et heamber
whic h contains tremasre secreted there
when the British were mbqhilg em
Wash•gtoem.
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