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Official Acts of Sen. Lazaro
He is Not a Reformer and Voted for Many Bills

Against the Public Interest, as Will be Seen
From the Following BSummory.

Inasmuch as Senator Lazaro
has, in his public addresses,
claimed to have given his sup-
port to practically all of the re-
form measures introduced at the
recent session of the General
Assembly; and in that connec-
tion has stated that Hon. John
W. Lewis is misrepresenting and
misstating his course in the Sen-
ate, the General Campaign Com-
mittee of Mr. Lewis, beg leave
to submit the following facts,
every one of which this commit-
tee stands ready to substantiate
from the official records, should
Senator Lazaro, or any supporter
of his deny any statement made
herein.

First. Senator Lazaro op-
posed and voted against a plan
approved by Gov. Hall and which
was embodied in two acts of the
legislature, and which the Gov-
ernor in a special message to the
Senate urged their adoption, for
the reason as stated by the Gov-
ernor in that message that their
"chief object was to restore to
the Board of Agriculture and Im-
migration within the State, feed
stuffs and fertilizers, which in-
cludes the control of the inspec-
tion and analyzing thereof."
Adding that "these bills in that
regard are really intended to
carry into effect Articles 305 and
306 of the Constitution, which
creates this board. The present
law .giem the. (mnmne
Agriculture and Director ofr
Experiments Stations, the pow-
ers which properly belong to it
by the Constitution should be
properly exercised. (S. J. p. 407.)

It was charged that the Com-
missioner of Agriculture, E. O.
Bruner, had used the power con-
ferred upon him to appoint in-
spectors of fertilizers, without
limit as to numnber, for partisan
and factional purposes, and the
object of these two bills favorad
by Gov. Hall was to take that au-
thority out of the hands of the
Commissioner, and confer it up-
on the Board of Agriculture and
Immigration. These bills also
provided that the Board should
employ only competent persons
for that purpose. Commissioner
Bruner used all of his influence
in opposition to the passage of
the bill, and the Senate divided
on factional lines, defeating
these measures by two majority.
All the Senators known to be op-
posed to the prtsent administra-
tion, possibly with one or two
exceptions, voted against the
measure. Hall's purpose
was in the in t of the farm,
ing community, to take out of
partisan politics the appointment
of inspectors of fertilizers, and
to make these appointmentas sle
ly from the standpoint of merit
and qualification. The vote of
the several Senators on the meas-
ure, as shown at page 839 of the
Senator Journal, shows that Sen-
ator Lazaro voted against the
reform proposed by Gov. Hall
and to perpetuate the existing
system.

Second. Senator Lazaro voted
for House Bill No. 307, wlich
had for its object, among others,
the increase of the salary of the
Commissioner of Agricultre,
and which was known as the
"Bruner Bill." This bill was
put through the House, but when
it came up for fingi passage in
the Senate, the Hall forces insti-
tuted a fight upon it and it failed
to pass by a vote of 15 to 18. Mr.

{ Lazaro voted with the minority.

(See Senate Journal p. 743.) If

it had passed it would h a v e

raised the salary of the Commis-
sioner from $2500 to $4000 per
annum, and the Governor surely
would have vetoed it, had it be-
come necessary for him to do so.
Of the fifteen Senators that
voted in favor of the Bruner sal-
ary raise, all were known to be
opponents of the Hall adminis-
tration except perhaps one.

Third. Another salary raise
for which Senator Lazaro voted,
and which was vetoed by the
Governor was House Bill No. 2,
ld. which proposed to raise the

palary of Register of the Land
Office Grace from $1500 to $4000
per annum. Governor Hall in
his veto message called attention
t the fact that when the office

created, the State had a
Sarea of public lands, and

$1500 was considered an ade-
quate salary. At the present
time most of the public lands
having been disposed of, the
Register is merely the custodian
of the office records, and there
was no reason for the proposed
raise. (See S e n at e Journal
p. 658.)

Commissioner B r u n e r and
Register Grace were both elec-
ted in opposi'ion to the Hall ad-
ministration, and they would
have been the beneficiaries of
the proposed increase of salaries.
A tP 1t O.ne of the .most

popular planks in the platform
upon which Gov. Hall was elec-
ted, was the proposition to con-
fer upon women the right to hold
positions on educational boards
and boards of charities and cor-
rections, which was embodied in
a proposed constitutional amend-
ment. While the constitutional
amendment proposing this
change was pending in the Sen-
ate, Governor Hall urged its
passage in a special message,
and it peased, received the Gov-
ernor's signature and the ques-
tion will be submitted to the
people as an amendment to the
Constitution. Senator L a z a ro
voted against the passage of the
measure. (Senate Journal p.
802.)
:i rfth. Senator Lazaro suffer-
ed a local bill to prohibit gam-
bling within five miles of a high
school or graded school in the
parish of Evangeline to be killed
in the Senate. The published
intention to introduce this local
bill was signed by R. L. Derouen,
G. A. Bailey, Editor Evangeline
Banner; L L Ortego, Albert La-
fleur, and T. Coreil, all promi-
nent residents of Ville Platte.
Representative Edwards from
Evangeline parish introduced the
act in the House, which body en-
acted it into a law, and upon be-
ing sent to the Senate, after re-
ceiving a unanimous report of
approval from the appropriate
committee of that body, and af-
ter being passed to the third
reading, the bill was Ikilled by
being indefinitely postponed,
upon.motion of Senator Taylor
of North Louisiana. This Com-
mittee is informed that Senator
Laz•o offered to a resident of
Ville Platte as an explanation of
his allowing the bill to be killed
in the Senate, that the bill was
unnecessary, as the subject mat-
ter had been covered by a gen-
eral law having operation
throughout the State, and which
prohibited gambling within three
miles of any graded or high

school. No such general act was

passed by the General Assem-
bly, and the parish of Evange-
line was deprived of the great
benefit which it would have .der
rived from the proposed measure,
while numerous bills of a similar
nature, for the benefit of other
towns and communities, had been
enacted into law and signed by
the Governorfat the same session
of the legislature.

Sixth. Several bills affecting
the laboring classes, of a reme-
dial character, and framed upon
conservative lines, so as to meet
the approval of the general pub-
lic, were introduced in the legis-
lature and received the support
of Governor Hall

The first of these (House Bill
No. 267) was introduced by Mr.
Koppel, and had the support of
the Brotherhood of Stationary
Firemen and the Central Trades
and Labor Council of New Or-
leans, these organizations having
sent delegates lto the capital to
urge its passage. The `bill was
entitled "An act to regulate the
employment of Stationary Fire-
men by factories and others run-
ning their establishments day and
night;, to reglate the hours of
employment; defining a day's la-
bor; defining the meaning of
"stationary firemen;" and pro-
viding penalties for the violation
of this act." Having passed the
House, the bill came up in the
Senate for final passage July 8th,
twenty-three Senators voting for
and fifteen against it. Senate
Journal p. 775 shows that Sena-
tor Lazaro voted against the
measure, which passed however,
received the signature of the
Governor and became Act No.

245 of 1912. The purpose of the

bill as indicated- -by e to was

to limit the hours of labor that
could be required of stationary

1firemen, and to protect the pub-
lic from the danger of explosions
that would result from keeping
.firemen on duty so many hours
that want of sleep might result
in carelessness and neglect of
their duties.

Another bill of equal if not
greater importance was House
IBill No. 460, entitled "An act
providing for immediate payment
of laborers, wheresoever em-
ployed, immediately u p o n
their being discharged by their
employers, and providing that
failure to pay them shall make
the employer :liable for their full
time until they are paid or tend-
ered payment." This bill also
passed both House and Senate,
was signed by the Governor, be-
coming Act 250 of 1912 In the
Senate twenty-four Semators vot-
ed for and eleven iainst the!
bill, Lazaro being a of the
eleven. (Senate Jouri~ap. 884.)

Senator Lazaro also voted
against the bill introdueed by
Senator Stafford, in the interest
of the working man, and relat-
ing to defenses that could be
urged in :damage suits for per-
sonal injury, and which bill with
the approval of the Governor be-
came Act 187. (See Senate Journ-
alp. 831.)

Mr. Lazaro also voted to raise
the salary of~lyor Behrman to
$10,000' er annum.

:'Lewis Not Corpora-
tion Attorney.

Judge B. H. Pavy Vindicates Mr. Lewis From the

Charge that He is a Corporation Lawyer,

Made by the Lazaro Speakers to

Fool the Voters.

Opelousas, La., Sept. 17, 1912.
Hon. John W. Lewis,

Opeloussa, La.
Dear John:

Having requested of me some

statement relative to your cor-

poration affiliations in the prac-
tice of the law, I take pleasure
in making the following state-
ment:

I have been a practitioner at
the Saint Landry bar for the

past 12 years and Judge of the

Sixteenth Judicial District for

the past two years, and quite
naturally have knowledge of the
character of your praetice before
that court. Your practice is and
has always been of a general
character, dd under no con-
struction culd you be termed a
corporation lawyer. In the first
place, there are no large corpor-

ations in my jurisdiction and law-
yers here all do a general prac-
tice.

Your firm has been the attor-

ney for the Opelousas Gulf &
Northeastern Railway, a short
line of railway extending from
Melville to Crowley, and while.
many suits were filed in the mat.
ter of obtaining rights-of-way,
only two I remember of were
contested.

Your course before my court
has always been open and honor.
able ad I know of no conduet
upon your part that would justi-
fy a charge of you being under
corporation influence.

Yours very truly,
(Sgd.) B. H. PAVY,

Judge 16th Judicial District
Court of La.

Senator Lazaro Challenged To
Joint Debate.

Open Letter of, o.John W. Lewis Puts it to the Doc
tor. What Will His Answer Be?

Opelousas, La., September 17, 1912.
Hon. L LazaL '.

Wasiton, La.
Dear Sir:

I observe by your advertisment in the Lake Charles
Daily Times, of date September 16, 1912, the reproduetion
of a letter from you to one, Geo. A. Bailey of Ville Platte,
in, which you quote him as charging that in an address at
Ville Platte on August 25th, I stated that you had voted
against the twice a month pay bill.

I never made the statement attributed to me but did
charge you with having voted against the following bills
in the interest of the laboring class:

1. "An act providing for immediate payment of laborers, wheresoever employed, immediate-
ly upon their being discharged by their employer, and providing that failure to pay them shall make
the employer liable for their full time until they are paid or tendered payment." This bill become
act 250 of 1912 in the Senate, 24 senators voted for and 11 voted against the bill, you being one of .
the 11. (Senate Journal, page 84.)

2. "An act to regulate the employment of statonary firemen by factories and others rdhning
their establishment day and night; to regulate the hours of employment; defining a day's labor; de-
fining the meaning of stationary firemen, etc."

The purpose of this bill as indicated by its title was to limit the hours of labor that could be
required of stationary firemen, etc. 53 senators voted for and 15 against it, you being one of the
15. (Senate Journal, page 775.)

1. An act relating to and limiting the defenses that could be urged in damage suits for per-
sonal injury by railroads and other corporations, etc. You also voted against this bill that was'
strictly in the interest of the employee who might become injured or killed in the course of his
employment. (Senate Journal, page 831.)

Since the beginning of the campaign I have stated in all of my speeches, which
were many, and deliveredin all part of the district, that among many other bilkl of
meritorious character which you voted against these were included, and to this good
day I have never heard of you attempting to dena, explain or excuse, such action
upon your part.

To the end that we may confront the voters of this district together and argue
the numerous questions of public policy which occupy a legitimate place in this
camspaign, I respectfully invite you to join with me in a canvass of the principal towns
and cities in the dibtrict where we can meet in joint debate. Our respective commit-
tees can easily arrange the matter of position and expense.

Kindly favor me with an immediate reply to this communication.
Yours truly.

JOHN W. LEWIS.


