
, ttionecr.
PUBLISHED EVERY 8 ATURDAY.

CHARLES DUPATY. EDITOR.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION:
One copy. one year .................. $3 00
One copy, six months. .............. 1 50Single copies .......... ............ 10

Payable invariably in advance.

SADVERTISING RATES:
First insertion, per square.......... $1 50
Each subsequent insertion. ..... 75 cents.
Professional cards [one year]........ $12 50
Candidates........... . ...... 12 50

[FAll Judicial advertisemenlts must be
paid for on the last day of publication, or
on the day of sale.

fiCommunications may be addressed
simply "PIO:ERa, Nalp,leQnville, La."

We sincerely thank the dram-
atic troupe of the town of D]n-
aldsonville for a complimentary
admission to their histrionic
performances at the D. S. C. B.
Hall on Saturday last. The per-
formance was a success in every
feature. The acting of the
Claverie brothers, with the ac-
complished daughter of J. J.
Claverie, was unsurpassed by
any amateur company we ever
witnessed. In the English farce
appeared Captain R. Prosper
Landry.and Major D. E. Jones,
the eloquent orators for Nicholls
and his cause.

The leading characters, Capt.
Landry, Major Jones, and the
Misses Gingry and Bercegeay,
proved a perfect' success and
frequently brought down the
house.

We have been invited by the
Cannoneers of Donaldson to as-
sist at their first re-appearance
in their old uniform, on the 4th
of July, next. It states that
rrangements have been made
to celebrate the occasion withi
appropriate ceremonies. Gov-
ernor F. T. Nicholls, other pub-
lic officers, and several military
organization have been invited.
Distinguished orators will ad-
dress their guests and the
people at 12 o'clock, M. A
dinner will be served at 3 o'clock.
There will be a dress parade on
the old historic "Place de la
Lonisiane" at 6 o'clock, and
later in the evening there will
be a ball.

The Cannoneers were estab-
lished in 1837 and reorganized
in July, 1875. They were in all
the most important engagements
with the army of Northern Vir-

ginia, and returned covered with
glory and honor. -Capt. R.

Prosper Landry, the last surviv-

ing captain of the Canuoneers,
gallantly commands them now.

Faleunda Bernichaud killed
a colored girl named Eliska

Bernard, on the 26th instant
and then made his escape. The

mortal wound from which the

poor girl died was inflicted with
a pistol.

The officers, properly armed
with warrants, are in pursuit
of Bernichaud. In the absence
of material facts, we surpend
all opinions until the hoped-for
arrest and judicial investigation
of this grave matter. Young
Bernichaud belongs to one of

our oldest and most respectable
families.

If you wish to see a chaste i

and instructive performance, go

to the Firemen's Hall to-night,
and every night while the great-;

est magician of the age is per-

forming. Prof. Fredrick is an old

and esteemed friend of the'

writer, thoroughly rebelLhav-i

ing raised a company in the

State of A'abama in the begin-

ning of the war, and "waded

through Yankee blood," until

.the suppression of the rebelllion.

IIs Universal Suffrage a Curse
or a blessing ?

At the beginnipg of the pres-
ent Century, the right of voting
was regarded not only as a
great priviledge, but the corner

Istone of Freedom-this was the
theory of that great apostle of
free government, Thomas Jeffer-

son, and the increase of the
rights of the masses, constituted i
the battle cry of the party of
which he was the leader.

At that day two different
tlheories were advanced in re-

gard to the rights of the people--
the Federal party advocating a
strong central gevernment, and
the Democratic party the rights
of the states; and the extension

of the right of suffrage to the
people at large.

The theory of Mr. Jeffersqn
was based on the education of
the masses, and with these con-

ditions fully carried out our

form of government would be

as nearly perfect as we can im-

agine. Were education general
among the masses each voter
would be capable of forming an

opinicn as to the policy best

adopted to promote the welfare

of the country. Under these

circumstances there would be
two parties to discuss all ques-

tions of importance. This was

measurably the case in the in-
fancy of our government, when
each step was an experiment,
and nothing short of an actual
trial could test the merits of the

questions at issue. An honest
advocacy of either side was not

likely to result in any perma-

nent mischief as the voters were

comaratively few and generally

educated more or less.
As the government grew older

the partisans of both of the
prominent parties of the coun-
try desirous of adding to their
political strength graaually re-

moved the existing restrictions
on the right of voting, until all
were permitted to vote, except
those convicted of crime.

Grave doubts existed in the
minds of many as to the
wisdom of this radical change
in our system of government,
but those who held office, or ex-
pected to be candidates before
the people were deterred from
making any opposition to the
prevalent public opinion.

It is possible, nay probable
that, had this extension of the
right of suffrage been arrested
at that point, few of the evils,
which afflict the South at this

time, would have come to the
surface.

It is a serious question with

property holders; they find their

property taxed, and the money
squandered, much of which is
brought about by the agency of!
these who own no property and

pay no taxes. Certain burdens
are necessarily borne by the

owners of property-they sup-

port by their contributions the

government of the State, sus-
tain its courts, and -pay the
salaries-this is all right, as an

equivalent for the protection of
their rights of a personal, and
pecuniary nature.

The question of raising money
by taxation in New Orleans in

aid of a railroad, (whose com-
pletion would be of immense
benefit to the city) has recently

been voted on, and to the sur-
prize of most of us, was defeat-

ed-a reversal of all previous

experience in such matters. The'
raising of money for similar ob-
jects should be left exclusively
to those. on whom the burden

will fall-the property holders,

are those who will be the princi-
pal beneficiaries, and with them
exclusively, should remain the
right to vote on this question.
We can readily conceive the
mischief that may follow and
the abuse of -Uuniversal Suf-
frage in a large city.

When the war ended, and re-
construction began, it was found
necessary by Northern and
Western politicians to add to
their strength, by giving the
right of voting to the colored
people, who had recently been
emancipated. The consequen-
ces of that act, coupled with the
astute management of the horde
of camp followers, and bum-
mers, who followed in the train
of the army, are too well known
by sad experience, and too re-
cent to require any enumeration

-the consequences of this ill

advised measure are likely to
affliot us for a generation at
least.

The dislike of labor, and the
dislike of honest and steady
employment, coupled with a
passion for office holding, are
some "of the results of this strd-
den addition to the mass of
voters, and we feel assured that
Mr. Jefferson himself would have
been horrified, could his prophe-
tic eye have foreseen the cul-
mination of his theory, and the
entrusting the safety of institu-
tions, inywhich hestook so much
pride, to such a mass of igno-
rance and corruption.

The fruits of this political
chicanery, have proved both
bitter and disgusting-ignorance
and dishonesty have in numer-
ous instances been thrust into
office through fraud in the ballot
box, and' as a consequence cor-
ruption and extravagance have
been the order of the,day.

Bad,texamples have been set
by carpet baggers and scala-
wags, which have been quickly
caught up, and followed by
those, whose ignorance and
want of experience failed to

point out the enormity of their
acts.

Taxes, collected from those,
who had managed to come out
of the war with a small remnant
of their property, were squan-
dered right and left-school
funds which should have been
considered as sacred, fared no
better-railroads which were to
be built from the proceeds of
bonds issued by the State, are
not visibie-andias a grand re-
sult some few grew rich, while
the property holders were im-
poverished.

Other results of this irruption
of ignorance and greed, are to
be found in the desire of this
particular class to fill the offi-
ces of magistrate, constable and
police jurbr. Were it not for
the seeming reproach which
would be cast on the courts of
Justice, a fund of amusement
might be given the public, by a
recital of some of the scenes
which are daily witnessed in
these places.

Is there a remedy for the ex-

isting evils? we answer affirma-

tively. Time and education will

gradually ameliorate this State

of affairs-but our Judges have

it in their pbwer to check this

evil, if not to abate it all togeth-

er. They are inclined to exercise

extreme leniency towards this

class of law breakers, on account

of their ignorance, but as the

justices of the peace are elected

,for the term of two years, and

they are generally succeeded by

a new set of the same quality,

it will require many years to

teach these aspirants for judicial

honors a sufficiency of law to
fill these places creditably.

A strict enforcement of the
statutes, would soon teach.the
ignorant, the risk and folly of

trying to play with edged tools,

and they would soon cease to

run for offices whose duties they

could not perform.

The above are some of the
evils which follow in the train

of universal suffrage, and the
question here suggests itself,

what remedy is proposed? The
public school system, is the

Hercules that must cleanse this

Augean stable. The evil is upon

us, and as it is fixed by the Con-

stitution, let us bend our ener-

gies towards a diminution of its

power for harm. Rome was

not built in a day, or a year, and

good and intelligent citizens

can not be made to order how-

ever promising the materials

but a great deal can be accom-

plished by a united and persev-

ering effort on the part of public

spirited citizens.
Providence is wise in its ways,

but human wisdom with all its

curning often over-reaches it-
self particularly when prompted
by motives of interest,

The radical pai ty in granting

the right of franchise, did not

look into the future-they wish-
ed to rule the South for their
own benefit, and retain their

hold on the Federal government.

Their own weapon has proved to
be a boomerang, and has come
back to slay those who set it

in niotion. The constitutional
change which added two-fifths to
the number of our population

gave us increased representation
in the lower House of Congress,
and thereby adds greatly to our

strength in the contests for poli-

tical snpremaicy. Henceforth
the "Solid South" will hold the

oalance of power in the legisla-

tion of the United States von-

grOSs.

Under the changed state of
affairs in Louisiana the scales

will soon fall from the eyes of

the colored voters, and with the

accumulation of property, and

the influence of good examples

and an impartial administration
of the laws, they will soon cease

to worship the political idols

who have led them astray, and

turn to those who are identified

with the growth and prosperity
of the country.

It rests with us to extract

good from evil and by means

of our educational system to

destroy the influence of the

demagogues, and draw the col-

ored element to the support of

good measures and honest gov-

ernment. As education pro-
gresses their prejudices will

gradually disappear, and expe-

rience will teach them, that the

country can only be prosperous

by a joint effort on the part of

all the citizens of the State,
without reference "to race, color,

or previous condition of servi-

tude.

General Grant.

There is an old saying, "That

it is better to be born lucky

than rich ;" and the history of

the ex-President is a good il-
lustration of the old adage. No•

man in our day. has fallen to

such a depth at one period of

his life, and attained such emi-

nence at another. This must
have been a greater surprize to

him than to any one else, and
the fact of his ability to over-

come the difficulties which held,

him down, is the best and
strongest argument in favor of
a free government. Generally,
men attain high position by a S

gradual but continued rise, i
whereas, in his case, from a fair f
position in life, he almost drop- i
ped out of sight, and but for the f
war his death at any previous [
time would have produced no '

comment beyond a single an- 1
nouncement in a village news e

paper.
As a civilian he certainly was

not a success, and although the 1
degree of D. 0. C. has been be- I
stowed on him by the Universi- i
ty of Oxford, yet we doubt t
whether, if re-elected to the pres- t
idential, chair in 1880, he would
add to his laurels or his repu-
tation as a law-abiding Presi-
dent.

Success as a military leader
is the open sesame to the world's 1
admiration, and the advantages I
under which victory crowns
the banner of the successful 4

general, are never thought of for
a moment.

The homage paid to his suc-
cess in England, (a nation not
remarkable for its admiration of
foreigners) will make him under
rate the rewards of his own
countrymen, and probably cre-
ate in his bosom an increased
desire for a third term. In our
respect we have been agreeably
surprized since his arrival in
Europe, for we feared that his
replies to the speeches of wel-
come would lower him in the
estimation of his entertainers;
but in this matter he has acquit-
ted himself very well, admirably,
considering his failures at ora-
tory in this country.

After a. careful perusal of his
life, no young man should de-
spair of success; though he may
not become General or Presi-

dent, yet he can not fail to
achieve a fair position in life.

Russia and Turkey.

A bloody war has been inau-
gurated by the first Country
named against the last-and
what are the reasons given for
this disturbance of the peace of
Europe ?

'Russia desires to exact guar-
antees from the Turkish govezn-
ment in favor of better treatment
of thier Christian subjects. We
thought the days of knight erran-
try had long since ceased to
exist, but it seems we were mis-
taken, and we are about to
witness its revival on a most
magnificent scale That govern-
ment, which sets out to teach
others, should exhibit a clean
record itself. Has any one who
reads history ever found out
that the Russian government
was noted for the human treat-
ment of its subjects? Do we
not know how often parties are
exiled to Siberia without trial,
and kept there for years and
often for life? This sudden
pretense for the welfare of Chris-
tians - of another government,
under the circumstances, has a
suspicious appearance. Russia
has extended her empire from a
small area to a very large one,
and it is more than probable
that additional territory is sought
for, instead.of the protection of
Christians. The possession of

Constantinople would open an
immense field for her future

operations, but fortunately for

the- Turks, John Bull will have

something to say about this

matter, and he is proverbially
far sighted, where his-interest or
1territory i 'i_vv!Cd_

The Weather.

What can we say on this trite
subject ? The mercury has:made
itself familiar with the nineties
for some days past, and poor
human nature has sweltered,
fumed and fretted to but little
purpose. Even the planters,
who can bear a great deal of
heat, knowing that their crops
enjoy it if they do not, are grow-
ing restive under this vistation.

The clouds sseem to beano
longer rain-bearing and the most
promising sail by with utter
indifference to the dryness of
the parched earth. We hear of
too much rain in some of the
adjoining parishes, and an occa-
sional shower in the upper end
of this; but just in this vicinity
all signs have failed and we are
gradually playing out under the
combined influence of a dry and
heated atmosphere.

We have seen but one object
of envy for some weeks past,
and that is a large Newfound-
land dog, who (!) invariably
walks down to the Bayou, steps
in and takes his bath, (wheniv-
er the heat becomes oppressive)
-he requires no attendance, no
soap, no towels, but after he has
satisfied himself he walks out,
and, with two or three shakes
and a roll on the grass, is all
right.

STATE OF LOUISIANA.

PARISH COURT.

PABISHaorAssuMPTIoN.

No. 1163.

Suxcession of Armdise Landry,
deceased woidow of Gedeon

Guedry.
WHERE.s, Jean Baptist Gundry of this

Parish, has petitioned the Court f,,r Let.
ters of adminmstratio~ ow4he the estate at
(4deonu Gntdry :

Notice is hereby given to all whom it
may concern to show cause within ten
days why the prayer of said petitioner
should nIt be gr-lut'l.

By order of the Court.
TIIOMA8 DIVINE, Clerk of Court.

Assumption, La., June 9th, 1877.

STATE OF LOUISIANA.

PARISH COURT.

PARISH OP Assu•PTIoN.

No. 1091.

In the matter of the Succession' f
Celestine Aucoin, deceased
widow of Victor Savoy.

Notice is hereby given to the creditors
and all hers u a interested in said succesalon
to show cause within ten days from the
present notification. if any they have, or
can, why the account presented by Clair-
ville J. Savoy, administrator of said sue-
cession, should not be homlologated and
approved, and the faunal distributed rn
accordance therewith.

By order of the Court.
THOMAS DIVINE, Clerk of Court.

Assumption, La., June 9th, 1877.

FOR SALE.
Two Mules and One Horse.

Apply to FRANCOIS GAUDIN,
Napoleonville.

Lost or- Mislaid.

A promissory note, dated November
7th, 1876, payable to my order oh June
Ist, 1877, of one hundred dollars, with

eight per cent. interest from date until
paid value received.

[Signed]
Veuve JEAN LAFITE.

All persons are warned against nego-
tiating the same as payment thereof has
been stopped.

HIRAM H. CARVER,

CITY HOTEL,
CORNER OF RAILROAD AVENUE AND

IBERVILLE or.,

DONALDSONVILLE, La.

P LEFEVYE, Proprietor.

The Bar is supplied with the best Wines
aud Liquors.

H. H. CARUVER,
Attorney at Law,

* NAPOLEONVILLE, LA.

Will attend promptly to all business on
trusted to him in t e Tlurx and Fourth
Judicial District.


