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While we are happy that the
tragedy concerning Mr. Sylvain
Barras, as reported to us, is un-
true, we regres the circulation
of a story which is without foun-
dation in fact. Now we make
the amende honorable and thank
the editor of the Thibodaux
Sentinel for more thorough in-
vestigation. The story came to
us from a source we considered
reliable.

Police Jury, Magistrate and
School Districts.

On the first Monday in July,
the day fixed by law, the Police
Jury met and re-districted the
parish into eight wards, giving
eight members of that body in
lieu of five under the former
law. Some of these districts are
subdivided into two districts for
justices of the peace, so as to
accommodate the population,
which is somewhat scattered in
the back parts of the parish.

On the 21st May, the School
Board had a meeting, and divid-
ed the parish into twelve school
wards, with the intention of es-
ttlishing two schools in each
ward, one for each color. These
schools will be ~so arranged,
that every child in the parish
will be able to attend school
and acquire a good solid educa-
tion.
, * * t'is a consummation

Devoutly to be wished."

Mr. Frost will, on Tuesday
next, July 31, for the benefit of
the Napoleonville String Band,
present, at the Odd Fellows'
Hall, in this place, his COSMO-
RAMA, which will undoubtedly
be a grand entertainment, af-
fording one and all the advan-

tage of sight-seeing in traveling
with none of the attending dis-
comforts. Places and objects of
interest and renown, particularly
those in the Old World, are
visited in company with Mr.
Frost as guide, who describes
them in a highly graphic man-
ner. Views of a comical, humor-
ous, historical, scriptural and
artistic nature are' also present-
ed with such realistic effects

that the eye is deceived, and one

adily imagines himself gazing

upon veritable form and matter.
The music will be furnished by

the Napoleonville String Band,
and of course will be excellent.

Every one should avail him-
self of the opportunity to enjoy
a first-class entertainment, com-
bining amusement and pleasure
with instruction and useful in-
formation.-See rdvertisement.

-We sometimes wonder if
even Solomon with all his wis-
dom, did not occasionally gallop
all over the palace, up stairs
and down, into the cellar, four
steps at a jump, into the pantry,
crying: "Where in the name of
common sense has my umbrella
gone to ?"

It is understood that ex-Gov.
iteaber, of Maryland, will be

nmissioner of Indian Affairs,
ifb. desires it.

Fertilizers and their Effects.

Our lands are undoubtedly
less productive than they were
previous to 1861. Occasionally
we bear of large yields of sugar
per arpent, but these instances
are exceptional, and it is incum-
bent on us to find out the rea-
sons for the failure, in order to
apply the proper remedy.

Our plantations cultivated in
cane can no longer boast of a
virgin soil, and it may be that
our course of cultivation has not
been as judicious as it 'hould
be. The price of peas (our
principal fertilizer) has some-
times ruled very high, and our
means may not have enabled us
to plant them as thickly and ex-
tensively as the state of the soil
demanded.

Many planters have com-
mence&d the use of fertilizers of
diffetent kinds, and from experi-
ments now being tried by Mr.
Cage of Terrebonne, and others,
we will soon learned what will
enrich our cane fields without
exhausting them. Some object
to the. continued use of cotton
seed meal on the ground that it
is too stimlating and will finally
impoverish the soil.

It has often occurred to us,
that the proper step would be
to analyze our fresh soil, as well
as that which has been under
cultivation for some years, and
a comparison of the two results
would clearly point out the de-
ficiency, which science could
supply. In the re-organization
of the Agricultural and Mechani-
cal College, Professor Hilgarde
has been elected to the chair of
Agricultural Chemistry, and it
will be in his line of business to
forward the interests of the
agriculturists of our State by
making these examinations. The
elements necessary to the re-
storation of our soil, once being
made known by competent au-
thority, the planters themselves
can purchase the materials and
manufacture their own fertilizers.

But is there not something
that we can do now to help
ourselves? Certainly there is.
We should return all refuse
trash to the soil, an~ thereby
restore a portion of the ele-
ments which are essential to the
growth of the ensuiing crop. Is
this all ? By no means. The
ashes of the bagasse burnt in
chimnies should be spread thin-
ly over the fields, instead of
being used to fill up holes and
muddy places. Some few plan-
ters in our parish practice both
of these plans g, eatly to the
benefit of their land, and the
replenishment- of their purses.

Our soil has, until within a
few years, proved so productive
that we did not find it necessary
to add anything to its fertility
save a crop of pea vines every
third year. The cane crop is
very exhaustive, and in the
course of time certain elements,
essential to the production of a
good drop of cane, must neces-

sarily be used up, and with the
high price of labor and six and
a half cents for fair sugar, we
shall find it absolutely necessary
to cultivate as few arpents as
possible in order to secure a fair
return for our labor. With our
lands properly enriched we shall

require fewer laborers, less plant
cane, fewer mules and a much
smaller outlay to make the crops
-all of which will add materially
to the profits of the year. It
seems to us that a great good
might be accomplished if plant-
ers would meet together at sta-
ted times and confer with each

other on all subjects relative to
fertilizing and planting. The
wisest man may learn something
from his fellow in planting, as
well as in other pursuits, for it
is possible for one man to
note what may have escaped the
observation of* his neighbor.
These interchanges of opinion
will certainly result in good
and enable beginners to profit
by the experience of their seniors.

This is one of the great objects
sought to be obtained by the
Grangers, but it is equally at-
tainable by us if we will give)
themselves a little trouble to
carry it into execution.

Our Parish and its Prospects.

Our parish has long been

noted for the fertility of its soil

and the intelligence of its plan-
ters.

Since the year 1828, the cane
has been our principal crop,
with a gradual increase in quan-
tity until the year 1871. During
that period a large area of land
was cleared, planted in cane,
and many fortunes were accu-
mulated. It was the golden age

of our section, and the liberality
of its inhabitants, induced them

to invest much of their wealth

in canals, buildings and costly
machinery-these improvements
fortunately remain with us.

We also made very heavy in-

vestments in slaves, whose labor
unabled us to prepare large

bodies of land for the hoe and
plow; and although the act of

emancipation extinguished our

right in this kind of property, and

produced a general paralysis in

our peculiar industry, yet we

have bravely survived this

heavy loss, and in a few years

will be rich once more.

To show the heavy deprecia-
tion of landed property which

followed the war, many planta-

tions were sold for less than

one-half the cost of buildings

and machinery-unfortunately
these were not isolated instances,
but took place invariably when

property was sold under the

hammer or by a foreclosure of

mortgage. This was ruinous to

the fortunes of those who could

not meet their indebtedness, or
prevail on their creditors to
grant an extension of time.

This state of affairs continued

for some years, but taxes were

so high, and sugar plantations

fell into such disrepute, that

parties holding claims against

them would make any arrange-
ment sooner tnan take landed

estates they could not use pro-
fitably.

Hpppily for the planting in-
terest, a brighter day is dawning,
and the future presents a picture
much more attractive. For
two years past the returns of
sugar planters been more re-
munerative, confidence has in-
creased in their ability to meet
their engagements, and finally
though there has been much
complaint of a scarcity of labor,
yet all cheerfully admit, that it
has greatly improved in quality.

Plantations are now in de-
mand at advanced prices, and
few are on the market. Within
the present year several sales
have taken place at compara-
tively remunerative prices, and
many offers on the same liberal
scale, have been made without
being accepted. These signs
are very encouraging, and lead
us to hope for still farther im-
provemeut.

During the hard times through
which we have passed, some
few have been fortunate enough

to accumulate money-those who
by close attention to plintation
work, before the war, and Who
were familiar with the business
in all its details have succeeded
very well. It is probable that:
one great cause of failure after
the war, was, that the owners of
large plantations previous to
that time usually managed them
through the instrumentality of
others, and really knew but lit-
tle about the minutiae of their
own business-added to this,
the great change in the labor
system of the country, and the
difficulties attending its control
and proper management.

Time and necessity have done
much to cure these evils; hence-
forward unless we should be
ruined by prosperity, (which of-
ten seriously affects the human
race) our course will be onward,
and as we took occasion to re-
mark a few days since, our ac-
cumulated wealth will be more
diversified, and not consist of
these ephemeral possessions
liable to destruction by friend
or foe.

Weather, Crops, &c.

We have been favored with
copious showers throughout the
parish this week, which have
been sufficient to wet the roots
of the cane. The plant cane is
growing, though not as large as
we coulp wish for the month of
July. The ratoons have made
but little progress up to the
commencement of the showers,
but it is to be hoped that the
rains will give them a good send
off. The cane has received its
final working, and planters are
generally busy in the swamps
cutting and hauling cord wood
and other timber.

Coal is coming into very gen-
eral use for making steam, and
many planters are making prep-
arations to use it exclusively
under kettles, which require to
be especially set for that pur-
pose.

We have heard of two cases of
charbin on a plantation in this
vicinity, one of whih resulted
fatally. This disease rarely visits
our parish, and heretofore has
been cbnfined to the back lands
which had been overflowed by
the Mississippi water.

The bayou is falling slowly,
though the four steamers in the
trade still make their two trips
each weekly, except the Henry
Tete, which has withdrawn for
repairs. All of our packets have
visited the gulf except the Tete,
and have taken a large number
of passengers to the mouth of
the Lafourche. We have not
heard of a second trip on the
part of any one individual, so
we infer that the pleasure is so
great that one trip satisfies the
visitor.

The commanders of our pack-
ets are so accommodating that
they omit nothing which can
add to the comfort and pleasure
of their passenger. On Friday
the Ella Hughes, commanded by
that prince of good fellows,
Capt. Joe, passed up on her re-
turn, and we were at a loss to
decide whether the ear was more
delighted by the soft Ptrains of
the Nicholls & Wiltz Band or
the palate more tickled with
those delicious bivalves brought
from the gulf.

0 4.06

Amid all the awful and gloomy
pictures sketched for us by tel-
egraph artists in regard to the
riots which are sweeping through
the Middle States, dealing de-
struction and striking terror to
the hearts of the people, we

catch occasional glimpses of the
ridiculous and the pitiful. What
could be more absurd than a
number of kid-gloved, swallow-
tailed nabobs of Pittsburg wait-
ing as a committee upon the
furious mob, which was reeking
with the blood of murdered
Philadelphia militiamen, and
asking them to be good enough
to desist !

What could be more pitiful
than the attitude of the whilom
blatant braggart Hartranft, A
weakly and with blanched
cheeks confessing his inability
to restore order in his own
State. This is the valiant sol-
dier, the patriotic Governor,
who was so ready to hurl 50,000
of his brave Bucktails upon the
White League of our State!

Where now be his trusty
warriors whose fiery ardor was
with such difficulty restrained?
Where now skulks the furious
and indignant Chief Magistrate I
of the Bucktail State, when not I
the carpet baggers of Louisiana
are in danger, but his own
people are being roasted alive
in roundhouses and shot down
like dogs in the streets of loyal
Pittsburg.

Most shameful pitare in the
book of time is thu Governor of
a great conqm qr #t' tearfully
confessing 4P y to putdown a d crying
aloud upon tMi ige'eal govern-
ment for soldiers to protect him
from his own people. Away
with the blustering and contemp-
tible coward! The people of
Pennsylvania should have a
man for Governor, not a crea-
ture without spirikend destitute
of all manly a$uibute.a

Let them I~i Warmoth,
Kellogg, Packa: sr Chamber-
lain if they h simong their
own people no tr or braver
man than Hartranft. Not one
of the disgraceful crew mention-
ed above but is Hartranft's su-
perior in all that goes to make
a man.-N. 0. Democrat.

A French authority recom-
mends the use of sawdust instead
of hair in mortar to prevent the
peeling off. His own house, ex-
posed to prolonged storms on the
sea coast, had patches of mortar
to be renewed every spring, and
after trying without efiect a num-
ber of snbstitutes, he found saw-
dust perfectly satisfactory. It
was first thoroughly dried and
sifted through an ordinary grain
sieve to remove the larger parti-
cles. The mortar was made by
mixing one part of cement, two
of lime, two of sawdust, and five
of sharp sand, the sawdust being
first well mixed dry'with the
cement and sand.

GULF SHORE VIA BAYOU LAFOURCHE,
JULY 19th, 1877.

Having come to the Gulf shore
as excursionists on the steamer
Ella Hughes, Captain Joe Dalferes,
we, the undersigned passengers on
board, take this method in testify-
ing to the complete arrangements
made for our comfort and pleasure;
and we hereby tender thanks to
Captain Dalferes and his polite and
obliging officers for their indefati-
gable efforts in doing everything
in their power to make the passen-
gers happy and contented.

How can an excursion be any-
thing but enjoyable when gotten
up by the prince of steamboat
captains, Jos. Dalferes. We
also desire to tender our thanks to
the Nicholls and Wiltz Silver Cor-
net Band of Plattenville, Assump-
tion parish for kindly enlivening
the occasion with their fine and
entertaining music.
Edgard Himel, B. All6man.
Adolphe Himel, L. B. LeBlanc,
Claiborne Degas, S. J. Gauthreaux,
Thos. Loftus, S. F. Templet,
Amilear M~lancon, Anatole Guillot.
8evrrin Blanchard, Frank Hergeron,
O. Robichaud, Frank Marquet,
M. Bourgeois, J. B. Robertson,
C. Trahan, J. Soloman Klotz,
Leufroid Savoy, L. A. Flandry,
Arthur Aucoin, Ant. Altman,
J. B. Sandlin, Meliz6 Dalteres,
H. O. Maher, A. Llambias.
Alfred W. Oblmeyer, H. Rose,
S. E. M4langon, Paul Alieman,
F. Giroir, C. Slime,
C. Bergeron, Chas.%uilliot,

CITY HOTEL,
CORNER OF RAILROAD AVENUE AND

IBEaVILLE ST.,

DONALDSONVILLE, La.
P LEFEVBE, ,Proprietor.

The Bar is supplied with the best Wines
and Liquors.

FROST'S

Grand Cosmorama
WIL EXHIBIT AT

ODD FELLOWS' HALL,
Napoleonville, La.,

Tueidcay. Tul3' 81mt
BENEFIT OF THE

Napoleonville String Band,
Who will furnish the Music on

I this occasion.

A Rare Treat for the senes in Prospect.

ADMISSION - Adalts, 50 cents;
Children, 25 cents.

COPY.

TmiBonaux, LA., July 2, I877.
In a personal difficulty between

myself and Mr. R. N. Sims in this
place on the 13th of June, 1877, be-
ing under an erroneous impression
regarding a certain fact eonnected
with a certain law suit pending in
the District Court of Assumption
parish, wherein a question of appeal
arose; said erroneous impression
being that the decision of the Dis-
trict Court would "be submitted to,
whereas Mr. Sims Mys he intended
the decision of the ~ upreme Court,
and never intended at any time to
create the impression on my mind
that the District Court wm meant.
I believing, from conversations had
with him and my counsel, that the
decision of the District Court would
be final, and believing that my belief
as to that fact was erroneous, I here-
by retract the language used by me
towards Mr Sims on the said 13th
of June, 1877, and apologize for all
that occurred on that occasion,

L. SUTHON.
Witnesses:

L WALTER GUION,

TUFFIN BEASLEY,

J. S. BILLIU,
J. A. BLAWca•RD.

STRAYED.
Taken up on the 13th day

of Jnly,1877, a
Dark SorreL Mare, 4

with a white spot on the niee and fore-
head, and four feet black, branded on
the left shoulder AlF.

Bax BENJAMIN, JR.,
Justice Peace 2nd Ward.

Parish of Assumption, July 17, 1877.

bTATE OF LOUISIANA.

PARISH COUaT.

useeuss s Aiward Pugh.

Soe Isbsewby giba t othe creditors
illpoieoxsLinserested saiudsucceaaeon

asbow eanse lwihila nen from the
pesaent notifeato if y ty-hve or

aea, whyitlh . t'v -asowt5present-
ed by pS Ir - of said

dsucces lid. ted and
appro~ • • uted in

. - - W~er of the .
L. THOMASl IINE,

' Clerk of Court.
Assumption, La., July 2, 1877.

STATE OF LOUISIANIA.

PAIBSH COURT.

PARISH oF AssUMPTION.

No. 1163.

Succession of Armelise Landry,
deceased widou' of Gedeon

Guedry.
WHTEBRsA, Jean Baptist Gnidry of this

Parish, has petitioned the Court for Let-
ters of administration on the the estate of
Armelise Landry, doeseed widow of
G4-don Guedry

Notice is hereby gven to all whom it
may concern o0 show eause within ten
days why the rayer of aid petitioner
should not be ted/

By order of Court.
THOMAS D•'VINE Clerk of Court.

Assumption~ • ., ~ .th, 1871.

Boyi4~

No..64 0C0- 
iJ ki~a

KANVPAOTbkMtK OF
Cane Xuffe caaxte,414iiie

Axle grease he bela- 6Iool~eaVa,
, eling NtIs. ete., etc.

ALL. WORKS UVLLY WABRANTUP

Mr. R. H. WEBSTER, Napoleonv.q
will keep a stock of Carts lhd Axle GrdlYt

AUSTIN 8ABII4N
J. I. LuAMuM, Manger.:

GENEBNE A

Produce Ierchat
Re. 151 DECATU Btu,

om Cotton, Sugar, Big.
ThgpFiita V~fTagebltua .Ptoultry. E
Mo.e,. Fides, dc.. zmpscffully e


