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Mr. A. S, Chappuis is at our
landing and intends to remain
until navigation becomes easier.
Planters at a distance should
send their orders early for their
lamps and all other sugar house
utensils.

Dr, Paul Humbert, the skillful
dental surgeon of Donaldson-
ville, is now in our village and
prepared to exercise his hand on
the teeth of those requiring r~-
constrqction. The doctor is so
well known here that no extend-
ed notice is requisite to introduce
him to popular favor. Socially
and professionally he is always a
welcome visitor to Napoleouville,

Crops, Baylya Etc.

The weather has been unusual-
ly favorable for the crops since
the storm, and the cool nights
are exercising a beneficial influ-
ence on the prostrate cane. Ple-n
ters are generally well advanced
in their preparations for rolling,
and many of them will kindle
fires about the 25,th of this month.
Most of them are engaged in
saving hay, gathering corn and
laying down seed cane. We do
not find the eyes of the cane as
much swelled as we anticipated
as oe of the resulan ofthe severe
sha•ig it receiVed from the
starw, 'The yield of corn has
been very good, and has been
found generall sound and hous-
ed in good order. Two or three
planters i this parish have com-
mneQed cutting their old rattoons

nr the mill ; some sugar will be
made before this article goes to
press. Tt lnt, which had at-
tained a 'arge growth on most
plantltions~ was badly blown
down, and although the tops
have turned up, yet the body of
cane underneath must be very
immature, being deprived of both
sun and air. A few light frosts
would be of great service and
materially hasten the ripening
of the cane.

Last fall, all the sugar makers,
old and new, were jubilant over
the beauty of the sugar manu-
factured, but the green state of

the cane this season will prove a
severe trial of their skill, and we
fear that many of them will lose

their short-lived reputations.
We learn that a proposition

has been made by a competent
party in New Orleans to dredge
the Laforcohe from its head
to the lower line of Lum & Leh-

man's plantation, making a
channel of three feet in depth
by twentyefive in width, for the

sum of two thousand dollars,

payabls when the work bas been

mompleted and received.

IWKRsD. - On Wednesday
the 10th ofOctober, 1877, Miss
OCtherine Selling to Wtillie N.
Dger; at of 0apoleonville, La.

U.U thrisu4 of the happy

esaple. wk efrnest bliss to thei
-dhappy paii 3. do, Willie and

hie fair brid will glide on the
i eial •-forever in an

.6I haji 3i, interrupted
fwr seinaLl

Iapportant to Tax Payers.

It becomes otr imperative
duty to warn the tax payers of the
parish that all taxes are due and I
demandable on or before the first
day of November next. It is 1
true that no one will be excused I
for delinquency on account of
ignorance of the law, still we {
owe to the people now in arrears
to call special attention to the
stern provisions of the revenue 4

law sd plainly and explicitedly
set forth in sections 53 and 54 of'
act No. 96. of the last session of 1
the I4egistature. These sections
read as follows :

SEC. 53. Be it further enacted,
etc., That the tax collector shall on
the first Monday of November file
in the office of the parish recorder a
detailed list, giving the names ef
all persons whose taxes remain un-
peid, as well as the amounts of said
t.;xes, and the filing thereof shall
operate a legal seizure of the prop -
erty upon which said taxes are
levied; and from the date of such
filing said taxes shall bear eight per
cent. per annum interest, and no
penalty shall be exigible, any pre-
vious law to the contrary notwith-
standing. On the second Monday of
November he shall post at the door
of the courthouse a copy of said de-
tailed list, and publish the list so
filed twice during ten days, notify-
ing the delinquent tax payers that
on the first Monday in December,
and from day to day thereafter in
the order itn ahich said list is made
out, he will proceed to sell, with-
out appraisement, a, public auction,
the property of said delinquent tax
payers upon which said amount of
taxes is due; provided, that the
delinquent shall have the right of
pointing out the property to be
seized and sold to pay the same.

Sac. 54. Be it further epacted,
etc., That on the day fixed for the
commencement of said sales, and
from day to day thereafter until the
said list shall have been exhausted,
the tax collector shall offer the
property for sale at public auction
to the highest bidder for cash; the
bid to be accepted shall be at least
equal to the taxes and costs.

The provisions of the law with
reference to the enforcement of
the collection of taxes, as plain-

ly set forth in the sections of
the above referred act, are too

clear and unmistakable to require
elucidationp and we trust, for the
good of the people and the press-
ing necessities of the State gov-
ernment, that the stern mandates
of the revenue laws will not de-
mand any rigorous measures to
insure a ready and cheerful com-
pliance therewith....

It is evidebt ti"ny logical
mind that each citisea owes his

share of support in proportion to
the assessed value of property

to the government, which pro-

tects life and property and unu
derttkes to educate freely the
masses by means of a common

fund, to which each individual

should not hesitate, even if he
were not bound, to ooutribute.

Let every patriotic citizen also
consider that a prompt reduction

of the public debt, created by

the rapacity, extravagance and
dishonesty, of former thieving
State administrations, will nec-
essarily be #ollowed by a reduc-
tion in taxation. That the heavy
burdens of taxation ander which

we have so patiently suffered
will be diminished and made so

light that their effects tn future
will be scarcely perceptible.

The tax collector has o. dis-
cretion, in this matter, however
much his sympathies and lenient
disposition -might be enlisted
with the delinquents. His only
guide is the law, and, as a faith-
fal execqtive oficer, he is com-
pelled to carry out its harshest
featlres, or prove, reeeant to
the arduous and delicate trust
reposed in him by the highest
State authority.

Hon. Jonas Hughes died at
his residence, on the 11th inst.,
of heart disease. The death of
Judge Hughes will create a va-
eaaoy in the legislative depart-
aent of A•mitaption,

Shall a State Convention
be Called?

This question seems to be
generally discussed throughout

the State, and, from present ap-
pearances, bids fair to come be-
fore the next Legislature for its
decision. No one hesitates to

admit that the existing State
Constitution is fall of bad pro-
visions, enacted to promote the
dishonest intentions of a corrupt
set of men. Some of its provi.
sions encroached on individual
rights when a political object
was to be attained.

With all its shortcomings, yet
this question presents itself, is
this the proper time to construct
an organic law for the State
which must be so framed as
to meet such emergencies as
may arise for years to come? It
is true that the merest tyro can
point out many of the defects of
the present constitution, but the

expungement of these objection-
able clauses would not make it a
good one, and to perfect it we
must learn by experience not
only its deficiencies, but also our

real wants in order to supply
them. A few months only have
elapsed since the settlement of
our political status, and the pub-
lic mind is yet in too excited a
state to deliberate with calm-
ness on a measure requiring im-
partiality, matured judgment and
an utter freedom from prejudice.

The feelings of partisanship
generated by recent political
contests in this State are not yet
allayed, and it would require
small provocation to arouse and
keep alive all the bad feelings
among the voters, which for the
moment seem to be quieted dawn.
Let us profit by the experience
of the old North State, which at-
tempted to call a constitutional
convention by a vote of her citi-
zens under circumstances pre-
cisely similar to ours, and was
ungloriously defeated. Let us
propose the most essential
amendments through the Legis-
lature and have them voted on
by the people. With such amend-
ments we certainly can live and
thrive -until such time as the
public mind will be brought to

such a state as to act soberly

and impartially on this question.
There is another matter to be
borne in mind. Though a sover-
eign State, yet, to a certain ex-
tent, we are on trial so far as the
opinions of the outside world are
concerned; and we have elected
State officers who are pledged to

do certain things and to act in
an impartial and just manner
towards all class of our com-

munity. These officers, as we
believe, have carried out the
pledges made at the time of their
nomination, and have fully ac-
quired the confidence of the com-
mupity, without regard to "race,
color or previous condition." We
must admit, however, that there
has been some grumbling-in our
own ranks on the score that they
have adhered too rigidly to these
pledges, and those who have

failed to draw a prize in thedis-
tribution of the offices cannot
appreciate any concission offer

made to our political opponents.
It is probable that should a

convention be called by the Leg-
islature a new election will be

ordered for State officers and
judges, and this fact of itself is
calculated to enlist many who!
did not draw prizes in the late
distribution to favor a call for a
convention. We greatly doubt
whether the people desire a con-
verition to be called at this time.
rThey know very well that such

gatherings are costly to the tax
payers, and the results rarely
secure such diminution of expen-
ses of government and salaries
as are relied on as arguments to
hasten the call for a convention,
Our experience in this State fully
bears us out in the position we
have taken. The constitution of
1845, though framed. by an as-
semblage composed of the most
intelligent men in the State,
largely increased the expense of
litigation and the expense of the
judiciary. The same result fol-1

lowed a similar assemblage in
1852. There is no doubt that the
old constitutions were improved
in some respects, but all changes
are not improvements, and noth-
ing should be done now to change
the organic law' of the State
without due deliberation, and a.
full and thorough discussion of
the proposed amendments'and
changes, so that the masses of
the people may form some idea
of the intentions of their repres-
entatives,

Under the existing State gov-
ernment everything is quiet; the
people are industriously working,
to secure a living; politics are
put aside, and the minds of the
colored population are assured
that under the present rulers

their rights, will he respected
and that the laws will be im-

partially administered. Great
and unexpected'success has been
attained under the circumstan-
ces, and we feel assured that the
continuance of this state of feel-
ing will he productive of the
happiest results. No set of peo-
ple, without reference to color,
race or previous condition, can
be expected to repose confidence
in a new set of rulers until after
a fair trial ; and whilst we are
making good progress impress-
ing on their minds the honesty
of our intentions in their behalf,
and securing their good will by
a fair and honest fulfillment of
pledges made, let us let well
enough alone and agree to post-

pone all the excitement attending
a constitutional convention until
a more propitious period.

The Republican Part) and
its Future,

In a free government two well

balanced parties are essential

to its continued healthy exist-

ence-a large preponderance of

strength on either side is always

productive of serious evils to

the country and its institutions,

During that bright era in our

political history, when the Demo.

cratic and Whig parties con-

tended for the control of pub-

lic affairs, each kept a sharp

look eut on the other, and

speedily profited by any lapse
of its opponent from violation
of law, or the advocacy of false
political tenets.

The history of our struggles
for political supremacy has
taught us the fact, that a party
to secure a following for a

length of years must be founded

on solid principles, and not

on a catch penny "shiboleth"
which creates a momentary en-
thusiasm and then speedily fade
out of existence.

In the recollection of the past
we recall the Anti-Masonic
party which brought Seward to

the front in the State of New
York, and the Know Nothing
party .which bade fair at one
time to uproot and destroy
some of the most conservative

principles which lay' at the

foundation of our governments.
Fortunately the good rnse of
the people thwarted these at-

tempts to attain political power
by an appeal to the prejudices
of the ignorant and fanatical.
These devices having proved
ineffectual in lifting their advo-
cates into places of power and
profit, died a sudden death, and
went to their graves "unhonor-

*ed and unsung."

The Republican party, the
legitimate issue of abolition
has enjoyed a more protract-:
ed existence, from the fact that
it was born and kept alive for
years by a spirit of fanaticism,
and the bloody struggle between
the North and South. If we
were asked to state the princi-
ples which have held this party
together since the termination
of the war and secured its sue-
cess, we should answer : The
cohesive power of public plun-
der and the waving of the
"bloody shirt," Two powerful
arguments, we. must admit, when
used to convince those whose
minds were poisoned by preju-
dices of long standing, and for
whose benefit otflce after office
was created, with salaries aflix-
ed at a figure hitherto unknown
in our form of government.

Happily for the perpetuity of
our institutions and the purity
of its office holders, the existence
of the Republican party is de-
stined to be limited to a few
years. The "handwriting istobe
seen on the wall," and the dipi-
sions which exist in their own
ranks will speedily undermine
and overthrow a political fab-

ric, which until recently, seemed
so lofty and powerful. President
,Hayes has cast aside the "bloody
shirt ;" the old war cry of rebel-
lion, and loyalty to the old flag,
which constituted the ground
work of their offensive warfare,
and they are thereby deprived
of their fixed ammunition.

For the first time since the
close of hostilities they are plac-
ed on the defensive, and nothing
iis left for the Democracy but to
attack them fiercely, and expose

their shortcomings as the pa-
1 trons of corruption and extra-
vagance in every branch of the
government.

The President has adopted
the policy in regard to home
rule and State rights, which
the Democrats advocated; Sen-
ator Cont lin, who wished to find
falt with his policy, was com-
pelled, by the force of public
opinion, to leave this doctrine
untouched, and attack his views
of civil service. It is doubtful if
this "civil service reform" can be
classed among republican prin-
ciples. It was startedt during
Grant's administration,but never
progressed beyond a theory;
and we shall see if it will be
carried into effect by the ad-
ministration in the face of the
opposition found in its own
ranks.

If the "civil servicereform can
be carried out in good faith
a great improvement in the
character of office holders will
take place, and to that extent
the country will be greatly ben-
efitted; but under our form of
government we entertain great
doubts of its practibility.

The regulation of the currency
and the resumption of spoeie
payments are principles which
they insert in their platforms,
but they are divided in opinion
as to the means of bringing this
about, and while they are wrang-
ling as to the best means of at-
tainingthis deiirable object the
question will settle itself.

Without being versed in the
mysteries of finance, we assert,
without fear of contradiction,
that they have made one fearful
blunder, and have done much to
disturb the commercial prosper-
ity of the~country by attempting
Ito make the present generation
pay the public debt, instead of
ejxtending the payment of the
same over a series of years and at

the same tinis dimini tle
burden of taxation ukd iOch
the people gros. Thecourse
pursued was not called .for to
sustain our credit, as the bond-
holders would be more than
satisfied with the regular pay-
ment of the interest. The ex-
tension of the debt over a seri p
of ears, or, in other words, the
failure to liquidate it in ad.
vance of its maturity would have
tended to relieve the eoantry
from the hard times which we
have experienced since the close
of the war.

In all probability all that will
be left of the Repubtlcan party
in 1880 will be to figure in poli-
ties under a new name, though
the party will be composed to
a great extent of the same indi-
viduals whose victories have
been heretofore obtained under
the banner of the obloodysbiWt r
and the old -ry of "rebels."
Il~•I llimiH l ii l lii l i

Prugcee4as of the Poelee Jury
Parish of Assumption.

The Police Jury of the parish of
Assumption met this 6th day of
September, 1877, according to ad.
journment.

Members present: Wmn. W. Pugh,
Presideant; Wmn. B. Rat1ift Emile
Tallien, John Webre, David Levy,
Moses R. Bite, Basil Graves, Levy
Williams.

Mt mber absent: Thomas D. Cox.
On motion of Wmin. B. Ratli,

duly seconded,
Besolved, That the Treasorer be

Instructed to pay to Louis Lefort,
Jailor of Donaldsonvile, the sum
of one hundred and fity three dol-
lars and thirty eants for keeptag of
pvisonera during the present ea
up to tthe lst of August 18 fto
the first money collected by nim.

Adopted.
On motion of Wat. B. Ratii•, da-

ly seconded,
Reoaved That the frries shall

be sold to the highest bidder for
one year, on the lrq Saturday in
November, for one fourth cash, one
feurth payable ea the first day of
February, one fourth payable on
the first day of May ankone foarth
on the first ofAugust. Purebaser-
to give good seemuty, approved by
the President of the Poice Jury
on the day of sale. The same to
be paid I• .i.. urreaeiW ap.
proved Parish Watrita.

Adopted.
The report of the Commlttee on

Road and Levee was read and laid
on the tabt subject to eal.

On motion of Win. B. Batiift,
duly seconded,

Be st Rkesd, That the offiese
of Road Inspeetorsse abolish, and
the inspectors be settled with to
date; and the *. eremain vacant
until the Road and Loves law shall
be passed to govern the pasch~

Adopted.
The following elaims were ap-

proved :
Louis Lefort,........... . 1•
Levy Williams,........... 000
Moses R. Bie,........... 13'00
Bazil Graves,............ 10 ..
John Dolphns,............ 16I
'Liaih Prophet,............. 2

do do.......... 2..
do do ............ 20
do do ............ 175
da do ............ 260
do do ..........
o d do .. ,...;... 18 1do o ice
do do ............ 100
do de .......... 270
do o ........... 274.
do do .. ..... ..

do de ............ .255
do de ... ........ :2t7
do de ............ 274
do dA ............ 27
do d ............. 2 50do 570

elk'r do .. 1.......... 90
Cori Armelstrg,........ 16 OF'

It. Pendleton,............ 1 66I
Jean Glousx,,............ 466
John W. lekmn,....... . .12
John Wiltiams,.......... 1 25
db do ............ ..
do h e ....... =.._. 265K
do do ............ 7
do do 2 50
do 'do ............ 2506

do do . 1675do -o -.-........... 2 .7W

A. J. E.ebveia,.......... 18 65
Pbilll itbh. ......... 16 66L

P' o Police rJJurIes ju
untl mext gu eetu.

Signedi W.P
A trus copy:

I ~r~iti;Pr IC
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