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‘The Hslf-an 1-1falf Sort the Greatest'Obs
1 stacles to Church Aagvancement—
How Bost to Qualify for
Christian [uties.

Nev. Dr. Talmage, in the following
sermon, points out the style of Chris-

tian character required for the times
in wi e live. The 1extis:

ether thou ure C = L 'I::JE

Lher iv.,

1.
Esther, the veauntiful,

was the wife
the abominable. The
{o present 2 pe

of Alasuerus,
tiwe had come for her !
tition to her infamons husband in be
half of the Jewish nation, 10 which she
had once belonged. She was afreid ?4
andortake the worls, shoulc
lose her own lifes but ler cousil, Mor
decai, who haul brought her up, encour

lest she

sged her with the suggestion that
prouably she had been roised ap of
: “Who

God for that pecunliar mission. :
knoweth whether thou art eome 1o the
kingdom for cueh a time as this?”
Esther bad her God-appointed \‘rurl-li.
You anpd I have onrs. It is my busi-
ness to tell you whut style of men and
wulne -on pught to be in order that
you meet the demands of the age i_n
wilich God has casi your lot. So this
discourse will not den! with the tech-
nieslities, but only with the practica-
bilities. When two armies have
rushed into battle. the officers of
eitlier nriny do notb want a philosoph-
jeul discussion about the chemical
propertics of hmman blood or the na-
fure of gunpowdes thev want soms
onu o man the batleries und take out
the guns. Aunld Dow, when all the
force - of light and darknoess, of Heaven
and hell, have plunged into the fight,
ftisno time to give ourselves to the
Gefinitions and formulas and techni-
ealities and conventionalities of reli-
gion. What we want is practical,
enrnest, concentrated, enthusiastic and
trinmphant help.
In the first place,
the special demand of this age,

in order to meet
you

need to be anun aistaleable, nggressive
Cheistian. Of half and half Christians

we do not want any inore. I'he church
of Jesus Clirist will be better without
them. They are the chief obstacle to
the church’s advancement. 1am speak-
ing of another kind of Christian. All
the appliances for your becoming an
earnest Christinn are at yout hand,
and there is a straight path for you in-
to the bread daylight of God's forgive-
ness. You may this moment be the
bondmen of the world, and the next
moment jxon 1may be princes of the
Lord God Almighty. You remember
what excitement there was in this
country, years ago, when the prince ol
Wales came here—how the people
ruslied out by hundreds of thousands
to see him. Why? Becanse they ex-
peeted that scme day he would sit up-
on the throne of Eangland. Duat what
was all that honor to which God calls
you—to be sons and daughters of the
Lord Almighty: yea, to be queens and
kings nuto God. “They shall reign
with Him forever and forever.”

But you need to be agpressive Chris-
tiaus, and not lilkke those persons who
spend their lives in hugging their
Christinn graces and wondering why
they Jdo not make progress. How much
robustiess of health would aman have

if bre hid himself in a dark closel? A
great deal of the piety of to-day is too
exciusive. 1t hides itsell It needs

more {resh air, more outdoor exercise.
There are more Christians who are giv-
ing tbeir entire life in self-examina-
tion.  ‘They nre fecling their pulses to

. see whub is the condition of their spir-
wal healih,  How loug would a mag
: health if he

\RACTER.

everyaay works

I was opce amid the
witching cactus growths of North Caro-
lipa. 1 never Was Imore bewilderad
with the beauty of flowers, and yet
when I would take up one of these cac-
suses and pull the leaves apart the
beauty was all gone. You could hard-
1y tell thatit had ever been a flower.
And there are a great many Christian
people in this day just pulling aparé
their Chrigtian experiences 1o 5¢e what
{here is in them, and there is nothing
left in them.

This style of self-examination is a
damage instead of an advantage
+5 their Christian character. 1 re-
member when 1 was a boy 1
wsed to have asmall piece in the garden
that I ealled my own, and 1 planted
corn there, and every few days 1
would pull it up to see how fast it was
growing. Now, there are a great
many Christian people in this
day whose self-examination merely
amounts to the pulling up of that
which they only yesterday or the day
before planted, Oh, my friends, if you
went to have a stalwart Christian
character, plant it right out of doors,
in the great field of Christian usefal-
ness, and though storms may comse
apon it, and though the hot sun of
trial may try to conasumne it, it will
th.ive until it becomes a great tres,
iz swhich the fowls of Heaven may
hese their habitation. 1 have mo
peiicnce with these flower-pot Chris-
tizas. They keep themselves
urler shclter, and all their Chris-
ti:n experience in ® small, ex-
el zive cirele, when they ought
to plant it in the great garden
of the Lord, so that the whole atmos-
pt re could bae aromatic with their
(i istian usefulness. What we want
in the church of God is more strength
of piety. The century plant is won-
derfully suggestive and wonderfully
beautiful, but I never look at it with-
ovt thinking of its parsimony. It
le‘s whole generations go by before it
pets forth one blossom; 50 Ihave really
more admiration when I see the dewy
tears in the blue eyes of the violets, for
they come every spring. My Christian
friends, time is going by so rapidly
that we can not afford to be idle.

A recentstatistician says that human
life now hasan average of anlw 2

wonderful, be-

years. From these 52 years you must
subtract all the time you take for sleep
and the taking of food and recreation:
that will leave you about 16 years.
From these 16 you must subtract all
the time that you are necessarily en-
gaged in the earning of a livelihood;
that will leave you about eight yenrs.
From these eight years you must take
all the days and weeks and months—
wil the length of time that is passed in
sickness—leaving you about one year
in which to work for Ged. O my soull
wale up! How darest thou sleep in
harvest time, and with so few hours in
which to reap? So that Istateitas a
simple fact that all the time that the
-ast majority of you will have for the
exclusive service of God will be less
than one year.

“‘But,” says some man, 41 liberally
support the Gospel, and the church is
open, and the Gospel is preached] all
the spiritual advantages are spread be-
fore men, and if they want to be saved
et them come and be saved—I have
discharged all my respousibility.” Ahl
is that my Master’s spirit? Is there
not an old Book somewhere that com-
mands us to go out into the highways,
and the hedgesand compel the people
to come in? What would become ol
you and me if Christ had not
come down off the hills of
lfeaven: and if He had not
come throngh the door of the
Bethlehem caravansary: and if He had
not with the crushed hand of the eruci-
fixion knocked at the iron gate of the
:.mpulchro of our spiritual death, cry-
ing: ‘‘Lazarus, come forth?” Oh, my
Caristian friend! this is no time for in-
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printing presses are publishing infidel
tracts, when express trains are carry-
ing messengers of sin, when fast 0'1.313-‘
pers are laden with opinm and strong
drinlk, when the night mr of our cities
is polluted with the laughter that
breaks up from the ten thousand sa-
loons of dissipation =and abandon-
ment, when the fires of the second
death already arekindled in the cheeks
of some who, only a little while ago,
were inecorrupt. 2k, never sinca the
curse fell upon the earth has there |
Leen a time when it was such an un-
wise, such a cruel, such an awfal |
thing for the church to sleen. The ;
grent audiences are not gathered io |
Christian churches; the great audi-|
ences are gathered in temples of sin— |
tears of unntterable woe their bap-|
tism, the blood of crushed hearts the I
awfnl wine of their sacrament, blas-]
phemies their litany, and the groans of |
the lost world the organ dirge of thelr
worship.

Agnin, if you want to be gualified to |
meet the duties which this age L‘.c-l
mands of youn. you must, on the one
hand, avoid reclless iconoclasn, and,
on the other hand, not stick too much
to things because they are old. The
air 1s full of new plans, new projeets,
new theories of government, new ihe-
ologies, and I am amazed to see how s0

HeF]

many Christians swaot only nov-
elty in order to recommend a
thing to their coufidence: and s0 |

they vacillateand swing to and froiand
they areuseless, and they are unhappy.
New plans—secular, ethical, philo-
sophical, religious. cisatlantic, trans-
atlantic—long enough to make a line
reaching from the German universities |
to Great Salt Lake City.
brother, do not take held of a thing
merely becanse it is new!
the realities of the judgment day. |
But, on the other hand, do not adhere
to anything merely becuuse it is old.
Thare is not a single enterprise of the

church or the world but has sometime |

been scoifed at. There was o |
time when men derided even Bible
societies, and when a few young men
metin Massachusetts and organized
the first missionary society ever organ-
ized in this country there went laugh-
ter and ridicule all around the Chris-
tian church. They said the uadertal-
ing was preposterous. And so also
the worlk of Jesus Christ was assailed.
People cried out: ““Who ever heard of
such theories of ethics amd govern-
ment? Who ever noticed such a style

of preaching as Jesus has?” Ezeliel
had talked of iysterious wings
and wheels. Here came a man

from Capernaum and Gennessaret, and
He drew I[is illustrations from the
lakes, from the sand, fromn the moun-
tain, from the lilies, from the corn-
stalks. How the Pharisees scoffed!
How Herod derided! And this Jesus
they plucked by the beard, and they
spat in His face, and they called Him
vithis fellow!” All the great en-
terprises in aud out of the church
have at times been scoffed at, and there

have been a great multitude who have
thought that the chariot of God's
truth would fall to pieces if it once got
out of the old rut. And so there are
those who have no patience with any-
thing like improvement in church
architecture, or with anything like
good, hearty, earnest church singing,
and they deride any form of religions
discussion which goes down walking
among every-day men, rather than

that which makes an excursion
on rhetorical stilts. Oh, that the
churech of God would wake up
to an adaptability of worlk! Wa

must admit the simple fact that the
churches of Jesua Christ in this day do
not reach the great masses. Thereare
50,000 people in Edinburgh who never
hear the Goapel. There are 1,000,000
people in London who never hear the
Gospel. The great majority of the in-
habitants of this capital come not un-
der the ministrations of Christ’s truth,

ond t‘hanhmh of God in this day, in-
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