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“LET US CLING TO THE CONSTITUTION AS THE MARINER CLINGS TO THE LAST PLANK WHEN THE NIGHT AND TEMPEST CLOSE AROUND HIM.”

new States were admitted under strictly.
democratic administrations—one under
the administration of Fillmore. From
five millions the population increas-
ed to thirty-one millions. The revolution-
ary debt was extinguished. Two foreign
wars were succesively prosecuted, with a
moderate outlay and a small army and na-
vy, and without the suspension of the ha-
beas corpus; without one infraction of the
constitution; without one usurpation of
power; without suppressing a single news-
paper; without imprisoning a single edi-
tor ; without limit to the freedom of the
press, or of speech in or out of Congress,
but in the midst of the grossest abuse of
both ; and without the arrest of a single
‘‘traitor,” though the Hartford Convention
sat during one of the wars, and in the
.other Senators invited the enemy to “greet
our volunteers with bloody hands and wel-
come them to hospitable graves.”

During all this time wealth increased,
business of all kinds multiplied, prosperity
smiled on every side, taxes were low,
wages were high, the North and the South
furnished a market for each other’s pro-
ducts at good prices; public liberty was
secure, private rights undisturbed ; every
man’s house was his castle; the courts
were open to all; no passports for travel,
no secret police, no spies, no informers,
no bastiles; the right to assemble peacea-
bly, the right to petition; freedom of reli-
gion, freedom of speech, a free ballot and
a free press; and all this time the consti-
tution maintained and the Union of the
States preserved.

Such were the choice fruits of democrat-
ic principles and policy, carried out
through the whole period during which
the democratic party held the power and
administered the Federal government.—
Such has been the history of that party.
It is a Union party, for it preserved the
Union by wisdom, peace and compromise,
for more than half a century.

Then neither the ancient principles, the
policy, nor the past history of the demo-
cratic party require nor would justify its
disbandment.

Is there anything in the present crisis
which demands it ? The more immedi-
ate issue is, to maintain the constitution
as it is, and to restore the Union as it
was.

To maintain the constitution is to re-
spect the rights of the States and the lib-
erties of the citizen. It is to adhere
faithfully to the very principles and poli-
cy which the democratic party has pro-
fessed for more than half a century. Lgt
its history, and the results, from the be-
ginning, prove whether it has practiced
them. We appeal proudly to the record.

The first step towards a restoration of
the Union as it was, is to maintain the
constitution as it is. So long as it was
maintained intact, and not-threatened with
infraction in spirit and in letter, actual or
imminent, the Union was unbroken.

To restore the Union, it is essential,
first, to give assurance to every State, and
to the people of every section, that their
rights and liberties and property will bo
secure within the Union under the consti-
tution. What assurance so doubly sure
as the restoration to power of that ancient
organized consolidated democratic party,
which for sixty years did secure the prop-
erty, rights and liberties of the States and
of the people; and thus did maintain the
constitution and preserve the Union, and
with them the multiplied blessings which
distinguished us above all other nations ?

To restore the Union is to crush out
sectionalism Nojth and South. To begin
the great work of restoration through the
ballot-box is to kill abolition. The bitter
waters of secession flowed first and are fed
still frotn the .unclean fountains of aboli-
tionism. That fountain most be dried \tp.‘
Armies may break down the power of the
Confederate government in the South;
but the work of restoration can only be
carried on through political organization
and the ballot in the North and West.—
In this great work we cordially invite the
co-operation ofall men of every party who
are opposed to the fell spirit of abortion,
and who, in sincerity, desire the constitu-
tion as it is and the Union as it was. Let
the dead past bury its dead. Bally, lov-
ers of the Union, the constitution and of
liberty, to the standard of the democratic
party, already in the field and confident of
victory. That party is the natural and per-
sistent enemy of abolition. Upon this ques-
tion its record as a national organisation,
however it may have been at times with
particular men, or in particular States, is

and unquestionable. From the be-
ginning of the anti-slavery agitation to the
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SHALL THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY BE NOW I
DISBANDED ? <

Why should it ? Are its ancient prin- 1
ciples wrong ? What are they ? Let its 1
platforms for thirty years speak : i

“Resolved, That the Democracy place i
their trust in the intelligence the patriot- 1
ism, and the discriminating justice of the )
American people. ’

“That we regard this as a distinctive 1
feature in our political creed, which we (
are proud to maintain before the world, as ]
the great moral element in a form of gov- ]
eminent springing from, and upheld by, i
the popular will; and we contrast it with ;
the creed and practice of Federalism, un- i
der whatever name or form, which seeks 1
to palsy the will of the constituent, and
which conceives no imposture too mon- i
strous for the public credulity.

“That the Federal government is one 1
of limited power, derived solely from the
constitution; and the grants of power
made therein ought to be strictly construed
by all the departments and agents of the
government; and that it is inexpedient
and dangerous to exercise doubtful consti-
tutional powers.”

And as of these the follow-
ing from Mr. Jefferson’s first inaugural :

“The support of the State governments
in all their rights as the most competent
administration of our domestic concerns
and the surest bulwarks against anti-Re-
publican tendencies.

“The preservation of the general gov-
ernment in its whole constitutional vigor,
as the sheet-anchor of our peace at home
and safety abroad.

“Ajealous care of the right of election
by the people.

“The supremacy of the civil over the
military authority.

“Economy in the public expense, that
labor may be lightly burdened.

“The honest payment of our debt and
sacred preservation of the public faith,

“Freedom of religion, freedom of the
press, and freedom of person under protec-
tion of the habeas corpus, and trial by ju-
ries impartially selected.”

Such, democrats, are the principles of
your party, essential to public liberty and
to the s'ability and wise administration of
the government, alike in peace and war.—
They are the principles upon which the
constitution and the Union were founded;
and, under the control of a party which
adhere to them, the constitution would be
maintained and the Union could not be
dissolved.

Is the policy of the democratic party
wrong that it should be disbanded ?

Its policy is consistent with its princi-
ples, and may be summed up from the be-
ginning, as follows: The support of liber-
ty as against power; of the people as
against consolidation and centralized des-
potism ; no public debt; low taxes; no
general system of internal improvements
by Federal authority; no national bank ;

hard money for the Federal dues ; no as-
sumption of State debts; expansion of terri-
tory ; self government for the Territories,
subject only to the eonstitution ; the'abso-
lute compatibility of a union of the States,
“part slaves and part free; the admission
of new States, with or without slavery, as
they may elect; non-interference by the
Federal government with slavery in State
or Territory, or in the District of Colum-
bia ; and finally, as set forth in the Cin-
cinnati platform, in 185G, and reaffirmed
in 1800, absolute and eternal “repudiation
of all sectional parties and platforms con-
cerning domestic slavery which seek to em-
broil the States and incite to treason and
armed resistance to law in the Territories,
and whose avowed purposes ifconsumma-
ted, must end in civil war and disunion.”

Such was the ancient and the recent
policy of the democratic party, running
through a period of sixty years—a policy
consistent with the principles of the con-
stitution, and absolutely essential to the
preservation of the Union.

Does the history of the democratic party
prove that it ought to be abandoned? “By
their fruits shall ye know them.” Section-
al parties do not achieve Union triumphs.
For sixty years from the inauguration of
Jefferson on thflf 4th cf March, 1801, the
democratic party .with short intervals, con-
trolled the power and the policy of the
Federal government. For forty-eight
years out of these sixt’jr, democratic men
ruled the country ; for fifty-four years and
eight months the democratic policy prevail-
ed. During this period Louisiana, Florida,

( Texas, New Mexico and California were
successively annexed to our territory, with
nn area more than twice as large as all the
original thirteen States together. Eight

period of tbo last Democratic National
Convention, it has held but one language
in regard to it. Let the record speak:

“Resolved
,

That Congress has no power
under the constitution to interfere with or
control the domestic institutions of the
several States, and that such States are
the sole and proper judges of everything
appertaining to their own affairs not pro-
hibited by the constitution; that all ef-
forts of the abolitionists and others made
to induce Congress to interfere with ques-
tions of slavery, or to take incipient steps
in relation thereto, are calculated to lead
to the most alarming and dangerous con-
sequences, and that all such efforts have
an inevitable tendency to diminish the
happiness of the people, and endanger the
stability and permanence of the Union,
and ought not to be countenanced by any
friend of our political institutions.”

Upon these principles alone, so far as
it relates to slavery, can the Union as it
was be restored; and no other Union, ex-
cept the unity of despotism, can be main-
tained in this country; and this last we
will resist, as our fathers did, with our
lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor.

But it is said that you must disband
the Democratic party “to support the gov-
ernment.” We answer that the Demo-
cratic party has always supported the gov-
ernment ; and while it was in power pre-
served the government in all its vigor
and integrity, not by force of arms, but by
wisdom, sound policy and peace. But it
never did admit, and never will, that this
administration, or any administration, is
“the government,” It holds, and ever
has held, (bat the Federal government is
the agent of the people of the several
States composing the Union; that it con-
sists of three distinct departments—the
legislative, the executive and the judicial
—each equally a part of the government,
and equally entitled to the confidence and
support of the States and the people ; and
that it is the duty of every patriot to sus-
tain the several departments of the gov-
ernment in the exercise of all the consti-
tutional powers of each which may be ne-
cessary and proper for the preservation of
the government in its principles and in its
vigor and integrity, and to stand by and
defend to the utmost the flag which repre-
sents the government, the Union, and the
country.

In this sense the democratic party has
always sustained and will now sustain the
government against all foes, at hoiqe or
abroad, in the North or the South, open
or concealed, in office or out of office, in
peace or in war.

If this is what the Republican party
mean by supporting the government, it is
an idle thing to abandon the old a‘nd tried
Democratic

'

party, which for so many
years and through so many trials, support-
ed, maintained and preserved the govern-
ment of the Union. But if their real
purpose be to aid the ancient enemids of
the Democracy in subverting our present
constitution and form of government, and
under pretence of saving the Union, to
erect a strong centralized despotism on its
ruins, the Democratic party will resist
them as the worst enemy to the constitu-
tion and the Union, and to free govern-
ment everywhere.

We do not propose to consider now the
causes which led to the present unhappy
civil war. A fitter time will come here-
after for such discussion. But we remind
you now, that compromise made your
Union, and compromise fifteen mouths ago
would have saved it. Repeated efforts
were made at the last session of the Thir-
ty-sixth Congress to this end. At every
stage the great mass of the South, with
the whole Democratic party, and the
whole constitutional anion party of the
North and West, united in favor of certain
amendments to the constitution-—end chief
among them the well-known “Crittenden
propositions,” which would have averted
civil war and maintained the Union. 1 At’
every stage all proposed amendments in-
consistent With the sectional doctrines of
the Chicago platform, were strenuously
and unanimously resisted and defeated by
the republican party. The “Crittenden
propositions” never received a single re-
publican vote in either House. Foir i
proof We appeal to the journals of Con-
gress and to the Gongfessienal Globe,

i We scorn to reply to the charge that
the Democratic pony is opposed to gssnt-
ing aid and support to the Federal
ment in maintaining Us safety, integrity,
and constitutional supremacy, aa<f in fayor.

to'tho SouSf ehargoialibeUous and
fiilsc. No man has advocated soy such
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A LYRICAL GEM.

The following lullaby.is sufficiently tender and
musical to make every woman who reads it wish
for a baby to sing it to;

Come to my arras, you bewildering elf!
Let me gather you, body and soul, to myself;
Bury your gcintillant eyes and hair,
And all the glory and grace you wear,
From twinkling feet to golden crown,
Deep in the folds ofmy crimson gown,
Clasping you close to my bosom and heart,
A thing ofmy holiest being a part;
Crooning a gong in the olden rhyme,
Tender and sweet as a vesper chime.

Sleep, baby-boy;
The little birds rest,

Downy and soft
In the mother bird’s nest.

The lambkins arc safe
In the shepherd’s warm fold;

The dew-drop’s asleep
In the buttercup’s gold.

The violet nods
To the daisy’s dream;

The lily lies hushed
On the lap of the stream;

And holy and calm,
Like motherly eyes,

The stars look down
From the silent skies.

Sleep, baby-boy!
My birdling, ray flower,

My lily, my lambkin,
My dew-drop,, my dower !

While heart against heart
Beats softly in time,

To the murmuring flow
Of my tender old rhyme.

“OH ! KISS ME AND GO.'/

“Oh ! kiss me and go,’’
Said the maid ofmy heart,

And proffered her lip
As a hint to depart —

“The midnight approaches,
My mother will know,

Mykindest and dearest,
Oh! kiss me and go.”

She gave me the blessing
In such a sweet way,

The thrill of its pleasure
Enticed me to stay;

So we kissed tillthe morning
Caine in with its glow,

’For she said every moment,
“Oh! kiss me and go.”

fpsulkiufins.
OF CONGRESS TO THE DEMOCRACY
OF THE UNITED STATES.

Fellow Citizens :—The perilous con-
dition of our country demands that wo
should reason together. Party organiza-
tion, restricted within proper limits, is a

positive good, and indeed essential to the
preservation of public liberty. Without
it the best government would soon degen-
erate into the worst of tyrannies. In
despotism the chief use of power is in
crushing out party opposition. In our
own country the experience of the dast
twelve months proves, more than any les-
son ip history, the necessity of party organ-
ization. The present administration was
obosen by a party, and in all civil acts
and appointments has recognized, and still
does, its fealty and obligations to that party.
There must and will be an opposition. —

The public safety and good demand it.
Shall it be a new organization or an old one?
The democratic party was founded more
than siity years ago. It has never been
disbanded. To-day it numbers one million
five hundred thousand electors in the
§tates still loyal to the Union. Its recent
numerous victories in municipal elections
in the Western and Middle States prove
its vitality. Within the last ten months
it has held State conventions and nomina-
ted full democratic ticket* in every free
State in the Union. Of no other party op-

to the republicans can the same he
add. I -v*' X:

’

proposition. Democrats recognise it as
their duty as patriots to support the gov-
ernment in all constitutional, necessary,
and proper efforts to maintain its safety,
integrity, and constitutional authority;
but at tne same time they are inflexibly
opposed to waging war against any of the
States or people of this Union in any
spirit of oppression, or for any purpose of
conquest or subjugation, or of overthrow-
ing or interfering with the rights or estab-
lished institutions of any State. Above
all, the democratic party will not support
the administration in any thing which
looks or tends to the loss of our political
or personal rights and liberties, or a change
of our present democratical form of gov-
ernment.

But nor, democrats, it is not the support
of the government in restoring the Union
which the party in power requires of you.
You are asked to give up your principles,
your policy and your party, and to stand by
the administration of the party in power, in
all its acts. Above all, it is demanded of
yon that you yield at least a silent support
to their whole policy and to withhold all
scurtiny into their public conduct of every
kind, lest yon should “embarrass the ad-
ministration.” You are thus asked to re-
nounce one of the first principles and the
chief security of a democratic government
—the right to hold public servants respon-
sible to their master the people; to render
the representative accountable to the con-
stituent ; the ancient and undoubted pre-
rogative of Americans to canvass public
measures and public men. It is this
“high constitutional privilege” which
Daniel Webster declared he would “de-
fend and exercise within the House and
out of the House, and in all places, in
time of war, in time peaee, and at all
times !” It is a right secured by the con-
stitution—a right inestimable to the peo-
ple, and formidable to tyrants only.

Ifever there was a time when the exis-
tence and consolidation of the democratic
party upon its principles and policy was a
vital necessity to public and private liber-
ty, it is now.

Unquestionably the constitution gives
ample power to the several deparmeuts of
the government to carry on war, strictly
subject to its provisions, and in case of
civil war, with perfect security to citizens
of the loyal States. Every act necessary
for the safety and efficiency of the govern-
ment, and for a complete and most vigor-
ous trial of its strength, is yet wholly con-
sistent with the observance of every pro-
vision of that instrument, and of the lavs
in pursuance of it, if the sole motives of
those in power were the suppression of the
“rebellion” and no more. And yet the
history of the administration for the twelve
months past has been and continues to be
a history of repeated usurpations of power
and of violations of the constitution, and
of the public and private rights of the cit-
izens. For the proof we appeal to facts
too recent to need recital here, and too fla-
grant and heinous for the calm narrative
which we propose. Similar sets were
done and a like policy pursued in the
threatened war with France in the time of
John Adams, and with the same ultimate
purpose. But in two or three years tho
people forced them into an honerable peace
with France, rebuked the excesses and
abuses of power, vindicated the constitu-
tion, and turned over the Federal govern-
ment to tho principles and policy of the
democratic party. To the “sober around
thought of the people,” therefore, and to
the ballot-box, we now appeal when again
in like peril with oar fathers.

But if every democrat concurred in the
policy of prosecuting the war to the utter
subjugation of the South and the subver-
sion of her Stale Governments with her
iustitutioßc, without a Convection of the

' States, and without an overture for peace,
fe should just as resolutely resist the dis-

' *baodiug of the Democratic party. It it
tb* only party capable of carrying on*

war; tit Is the only party which has over
' ooaducted awar to • successful issue, and

the only party which has done itwithout
abuse f power, without molestation to
the rights of any olaaaofciticens, and with
due rtgwd to Allthi* itJus

again. If success, then, in a military

distinction of Bfto. or TtartT whit
we for the Constitution as it is and tha

i Union as U was, w l Ihh


