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COUNTY COURT PROCEEDING?.

February, 1399, Adjourned Term- -

Court met. Wednesday, March
Sth. with the following officers

present:
E. I). Welch, presiding justice; ft.

F. Fleetwood and Wm. X. Hamilton,

associate justices; J. R. Dempsey,
sheriff, and II. H. Miller, clerk.

Ordered that the bond of George
M. Hammond to the county school

funds for $400. be released, it appear-

ing to the satisfaction of the court
that said mortgage was fully paid
August 15th, 1890.

Order of this court, made the sev-

enth day of February, 1S99, appro-

priating the sum of $150 to build a
bridge across Elk creek on the range
line between sections 20 and 21 in

Cunningham township, is hereby set
aside and annulled.

Upon the recommendation of the
township board of Cunningham town-

ship the sum of $ 25 is ordered ap-

propriated to build a bridge on the
public road running east from Sumner
to Rothville between sections 16 and

.A To. A. . rrinci'on. commis- -

sioner.
Order of this court, made 0:1 me

eleventh day of November. i?.ci cr-,- 1

dering a foreclosure of the sch fund
mortgage of John T. Keen, is hereby
set aside and annui'td for caserns
satisfactory to the court.

cwr.sr.'.p f:(")nec.lrir ct hshurv
township ordered to credit per- -

son a! taxes a5?.cs.-- 1 against C M.

l'rescott for the year 1S0S with the
sum of $13 on account of erroneous
assessment cf said l'rescott'. personal
estate for said year.

Same order on township col-

lector of Musselfork township as to
personal taxes, amounting to $31.50,
and erroneously assessed against Le
Grand Wisdom for the year 1S9S.

Dr. C. A. Jennings, coroner of
Chariton county, presents report of

the proceedings had by him in the in-

quest held on the body of Fred Allen
Bailey, found dead in Salisbury town-

ship, March 3rd, 1S99; also bill of
costs incurred, amounting to $9.65,
which are examined, approved and
ordered filed. Said sum of $9.65 or-

dered certified by the clerk of this
court to the county treasurer, to be by
him disbursed to the parties thereto
entitled.

Ordered that the superintendent of
the county poor farm receive and
maintain at said farm Virgil McCart,
a pauper, until further orders of this

court.
Konds to school fund.-- approved as

follows:

Paul J. ftuchanan, for $1,525. with

Eli Defayette. Till Scott and Frank
Pleyer as securities.

Howell Finnell for $700, with Susan
Finnell, Wm. Finnell and R. J. Hurt
as securities.

H. W. Hickerson for $250, with I.
M. Hickerson, Chas. A. Houston, J.
A. Collet and Wm. Tillotson as securit-

ies:.
W. W. Rogers for $225, with Steph-

en Crawford, S. M. Cox, S. ft. Elliott
and J. M. ftunnell as securities.

Allowances as follows:

T. R. Hamilton, actual expenses,
per itemized statement, from Missouri

state line to Haviland, Kas.. and re-

turn, in arresting J. T. Minor, charged
with forgery. $28.44.

M. T. Davenport, salary as super-

intendent of county poor farm for Feb-

ruary, 1S99, $50: cash advanced for

supplies to poor farm. $6.50. Total.
$56.50.

Robt. Cox, services as laborer at
poor farm for February, 1S99, $15.

Mrs. M. E. Davenport, sewing for

paupers at poor farm, $27.60.
Fred Schwartz, repairing shoes for

paupers at poor farm. S5 cents.

The above are the proceedings up

to yesterday at noon. As we go to
press the court is examining the vari-

ous bonds to the county school funds,

and will probably be in session the re-

mainder of the week, the principal
residue of business being settlements
with the different township collectors.
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Township Organization.

In last week's issue of the Courier
the editor has an article on the above
subject that I think is somewhat mis-

leading. I wish to be perfectly fair
in this matter, and I presume the edi-

tor of the Courier also does. There-

fore I will ask a few questions that I

wish him to answer in all candor and
fairness.

First Is it not a fact that counties
under township organization are em-

powered under the constitution to
make the same levy for all purposes as
those not under such organization?

Granted that this is true, then the
difference is just this: The money for

road purpost s m counties under town-

ship organization is expended by mem-

bers of township boards, while in

counties not having this system it is

expended under the direction of the
county court. Township board mem-

bers receive $1.50 for their services,
while judges of the county court get
$5 and mileage. Which is the
cheat ci i

Second Is it not a fact that the
supreme court decision, of which so

much has been said, referred directly

to local levies made by township
boards, and in r.o way affected the

hum total that countv courts could

levy, whether the coimi were un.'Cr
to wi hi; organization or ol. In
short. I hold that before th decision
was made counties 1 :dcr to wr. :;p
organi3.t:cn had thu. local levy in ad-

dition to what the constitution a'.'owed
county courts to make in counties not
so organized. The decision, as I un-

derstand it. just plates cur county and
others so organized on a par with

those net under township organization.
Third Is it not a fact that the last

legislature passed a law permitting
county courts to set aside only 20 per
cent of the county funds for township
purposes? This being a legislative
enactment it could be repealed, and

then county courts could set aside for

townships a fair share of the county
revenue, i will cheertuiiy admit mat
under the present valuation the con
stitutional limit is too small to carry
on county and township affairs as they
should be; but, as suggested in the

Courier a few weeks ago, I think the
remedy lies in the county board of
equalization's raising the valuation to
such an extent that a sufficient reve
nue would be produced.

I have just received a copy of the
amendments to the township laws, in-

troduced by Mr. Ellis, and now before
the legislature. I think it questiona-
ble whether that part of section 8 re-

ferring to the levy on real estate and
personal property by township boards
would stand a supreme court test, and
so expressed myself to our representa-
tive in a letter yesterday. However,
we should remember the supreme
court's decision in reference to a simi-

lar section in the old law was by no
means unanimous, and as there have
been some changes in the make-u- p of

the court since that decision was ren-

dered, we have no means of knowing
what the decision would te now.

Col. G. W. Waters, who prepared a
road law for the consideration of the
present legislature, admitted to me
last fall that counties not under town-

ship organization (and he lives in one
Eewis ) are handicapped for want

of funds just as we are in this county.
He further said we were better off

than they were, as he believed local
boards could spend the money to bet-

ter advantage than county courts. He
emphasized this idea in his bill by
providing for road districts in counties
not under township organization in

which the funds were to be expended
by three road commissioners elected
for this purpose. In conclusion I will

say that Col. Waters has taken a deep
interest in road affairs, and the past
few years has been all over the state,
both in counties under township or-

ganization and those not so organized,
in the interest of road improvements;
and his words as quoted above should
have some weight.

Nathan Clair.
Newhall. Mo., March 4th.

In reply to Mr. Clair's interroga-
tions the editor of the Courier will

say:

First The constitutional limit of
taxation is the same in all counties,
whether under township organization
or not. The rate of taxation, how-

ever, is governed by the total assessed
valuation. In Chariton county the
total taxable wealth is over $6.coo.-000- ,

and the maximum levy for county

and township purposes is 40 cents on
the 100. Of this amount 32 cents on
the $ ico is set apart for county pur-

poses, and eight cents on the $100 for

township purposes. The law, requir-

ing the county court to set apart 20

per cent cf the total amount of taxes
levied for county purposes, is compul-
sory and not mandatory. FJ;Jit cents

on ilie $100 is every cent that can be

given the loti'tiships under the larc as it
;iotc stands. Of course any law can
be repealed or amended by act of the
legislature, but no measure can be-

come a law that is in conflict with the
constitution of the state. Therefore,
the legislature vould not have the
power, even if it were so disposed, to j

raise the levy of 40 cents on the $100 j

for county ptirpc." in counties like
Chariton, because t! .' d H

- state oi.s!:u!i-rt- .
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county f r every day th: m
si on. v: hi!o it est .fro first
day of .ry term of the county court
and S 1 7 for each succeeding dnv of

the same term.
Third The decision cf the supreme

court held most emphatically that the
township tax was a part of the county
tax. and it was this decision and the
further fact lha! our county's' icia'V
wealth exceeds $6,000,000 that re

duced the levy in this county for coun-

ty purposes from 50 to 40 cents on

the $100.
Fourth As to the proposed amend

ments to the township organization laws j

Sec. 8, of which Mr. Ciair speaks, not j

standing the test of the supreme court,
the editor of Courier is not able to
pass judgment, but it may be that
learned tribunal will have due defer-

ence for Mr. Clair's views in the

premises, and will render an opinion
accordingly should the legal problem
at issue ever come before it for solu-

tion.
Fifth The editor of the Courier

cannot comprehend how township
organization can survive in this county
without sufficient funds to maintain it,
and these funds cannot be raised and
at the same time leave enough to con-

duct the county's financial affairs, with-

out an amendment to the state con-

stitution, or a very large increase in
the county's taxable wealth.

Notice of City Election.

Notice is hereov given that there
will be a city election held in the city
of Keytesville, Chariton county, Mi-

ssouri, on Tuesday, the fourth day of
April, 1 S99, at which the following of-

ficers will be elected for a term of two
years and until their successors are
elected md qualified :

A mayor, a marshal, and also one al-

derman from each ward.
The polling place in the First ward

will be at the Signal office, and in the
Second ward at the mayor's office.

O. P. Rav, City Clerk.

Notice.

There will be a festival at Zion M.
E. church, Tuesday night. March
14th, 1S99. All are cordially invited.

attention erven

Suicide cf J. G- - Martin.

The shocking news was received in

Keytesville, Tuesday evening about
seven o'clock, that J. G. Martin, a

er and
citizen living five miles northwest of
this place, had committed suicide by
hanging himself in his barn. This sad
intelligence to the people of Keytes-
ville was like a clap of thunded from a
clear sky. None knew that the path-

way of genial Joe Martin was strewn
with thorns that would drive him to
commit so desperate a deed as to take
his own life. Rut he is new no more,

ad his tragic death is deeply regret-

ted by a large number of friends and
relatives. Those who knew Joe Mar-

tin best liked him most.
He was born in Meade county, Ky.,

January 14th, 1S40. and was there-

fore aged 59 years, 1 month and 23
days. He came to Chariton county

ith his parents when but 17 years of
age, where he has since made his home.
When the civil war broke out he en-

listed in behalf of the South under
Gen. F. M. Ccckrell in the Sixth regi- -

merit First Missouri brigade, and was

a brave an(i vaijant soldier. He was

twice wound-battl-
e seriously the

Cf At! a ("il., vh '?
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1890 One son. John, was born of
this marriage and still survives.

The deceased was a member of the
M. E. church. South, the order of

Odd Fellows and the A. O. L W..
and carried a life insurance policy of

'....- - ym? .tatter organization.
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Dr. C A. Jennings, coroner,' was

telephoned of Mr. Martin's death and
he came over from Salisbury on the

6:09 train, Wednesday morning, to

hold an inquest, and at which the
following testimony was adduced be- -

fore a coroners jury

i H K 1 MON'V.

R. ft. Lowry, a brother-in-la- of

the deceased, and who made his home
there, testified:

I reside in Keytesville township:
I am a farmer by occupation; on the
seventh day of March, 1S99, about
five or six o'clock p. m. I went up
into the loft to throw down some hay

for the horses; I saw Mr. Mai tin's
coat and cap and handkerchief and I

looked further and saw deceased hang-

ing with a rope around his neck; one
foot was hanging down straight and
the other was up on the edge of the
hay; I saw that he was dead at that
time; left the barn and told my wife,

who is his sister, what I had found; I

did not see any one around the barn;
I sent Sam Wren to Keytesville to

notify deceased's relatives of what had
happened; so far as I know Mr. Mar-

tin was in good health at the time. I

know of no reason why he should have
committed suicide; he seemed to be

worried over something ever sine; last
August; Mr. Martin was, to a certain
extent, nervous, and was given some

to worrying: so far as I know he was

at peace with all of his neighbors; I

know of no instrument of wr.ting he

left that would throw any light on th

cause of his suicide: the last time I

saw deceased was about eight o'clock
on the morning of the seventh of

March; I did not see any note about
him; Sid ftuchanan picked up the coat,
cap and handkerchief and took them

w
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to the house; I did not assist in taking
his clothes off: I don't know of any-

thing being found m his pockets: I
think it was a case of premeditated
suicide.

James Wren, a near neighbor of the
deceased, testified:

I reside in Keytesville township:
am a farmer by occupation; I know
the deceased; on the seventh of March
about five or six o'clock p. m., R. ft.
Lowry came to my house and told me
that Mr. Martin had hung himself; in a
few minutes afterwards my son and
myself went up to Jr. Jartin's barn;
I went up-stai- rs into the barn loft and
saw Jr. Jarlin hanging there; his
coat was folded up and his cap and
muffler were lying on top of it; I toid
my son to get a horse and o over to
Charlie Herring's and tell him about
it. and have him to send word to Jas.
Gavin, and to go on to Walter Her-

ring's and tell him to come over to

Jr. Jartin's and help take the body
down: I also told him to go on to Key-

tesville and notify deceased's relatives:
I untied the rope and helped to take
the body down and take it into the
house: I recognize the rope shown me
here as the one he was hanging by; I
assisted in undressing the body; I did
not ;;ee any 1 ks of violence except
arou nd the n where the rone had
made a crease; I did not look in his
pock-.- . I !.-(--.- r-.- n inclrnmpnt ri

tin'. ;ft bv the deceased that would
1 T

II. on v. liv ne commiueu
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throw any light 0.1 the matter; some-

times I thought deceased was despond-

ent: I think the deceased had been
hanging there for several hours as his
left hand was considerably frozen.

Chas. L. Herring, another near
neighbor of deceased, testified:

I reside in Keytesville township;
a.'n a iatmer by 'occupation; on the
seventh day of March about six o'clock
p. m., Sam Wren came to my house
and told me Mr. Martin had hung
himself ; I started immediately and
went by for ray brother, Walter, but
he told me he could not help take the
body down; I then went to George
ftuchanan's, and we both went to Mr.

Martin's to assist in taking his body
down, and met several other parties on
the way; we went to the barn and
found Mr. Martin's coat, cap and
handkerchief at the head of the steps
that go up into the hay loft; I also
saw Mr. Martin hanging by a rope;
the rope shown me here, I think, is

the rope he was hanging by; he was

hanging a little sideways the hay
would not let him hang straight; Mr.
Wren got up and untied the rope
while I held the lantern; we took the
body down and carried it into the
house; this was about eight o'clock p.
m.; the body was cold and stiff; I
think the deceased came to his death
by hanging himself ; I think the body
had been there since about 10 o'clock
in the morning: I think the act was

done with suicidal intent; I had never
heard the deceased make any threats
about doing himself any injury; so far
as I know deceased was at peace rvith

all cf his neighbors and was a man of
good character; he was not subject to
fits or spells of despondency that I

know of; Mr. Martin had been sub-

ject to neuralgia of the face and head.
Dr. Isaiah Knott, Jr., of Keytes-

ville testified:

I reside in Keytesville; am a prac-
ticing physician; on the seventh day of
March, 1S99, I examined the body of
the deceased; I found the left hand
had been frozen, and the right hand
slightlv frozen; I also found a crease
around the neck, which indicated that
it was made by a rope; I found no
other wounds or abrasions of any
kind; I did not find any discoloration
or fracture cf the neck; I believe
that death was produced by strangula-
tion from the rope that was found
around the neck; I know nothing else
about this case.

After hearing the above evidence
the coroner's jury returned the fol-

lowing verdict:
"Deceased came to his death by his

own hands, with suicidal intent, by
hanging himself with a rope.

M. F. Courtney, Foreman.
W. E. Williams.

-- G. W. West.
"L. A. Emuree.
'W. T. Thrash.

"D. J. HOLMANV'

In addition to the testimony offered,
a note had been written by Mr. Mar-

tin to his son. but as it contained no
reason why the father should have kill-

ed himself, and was entirely of a private
character, Coroner Jennings thought
best not to permit its being offered in
evid ence.

Mr. Martin owned a fine farm of
320 acres, and while he was involved
some financially, his encumbrances
were not such as to cause him any
embarrassment.

ftesides his son he leaves three sis-

ters and two br others to mourn his
death, viz.: Mrs. ft. G. Willett. Mrs.
J. M. Hawkins, T. J. Martin. Mrs. R.
ft. Lowry and G. C. Martin, all of
whom reside in Keytesville, except
Mrs. Lowry. who makes her home
with her husband, on her now la-

mented brother's farm.
Funeral services were conducted zX

the family residence by Rev. J. R.
Finley of Keytesvi'le. The remains
were then conveyed to this place and
deposited in the City cemetery with
the impres-iv- e honors of Odd Fellow-
ship.

In the death cf Joe Martin the edi-

tor of the Courier feels a keen per-

sonal loss. He was our friend, and a
menu mat was wormy el inc. name.
May a just God deal as gently with
his immortal spirit as he was just
and generous to his fellow-me- n.

Never was there a truer
friend, never was there a more
devoted husband, never was there a
mofG affectionate father than Jcsiah-.-- G.

Martin.

Dr. and Mrs. A. C. Sjiser Entertain.

The J. T. club were the guests of
Dr. and Mrs. A. C. Seiser last Friday
night, and were royally entertained.

A unique amusement was afforded
by a guessing contest in which some
article had been wrapped in pack-

ages, the total number of articles and
packages numbering 15. The con-

testants had to guess at the contents
of each package and then write down
their guess on a slip of paper opposite
the number corresponding with the
number on the package. J. Elliott
Martin won first prize a box of bon-

bons and now his best girl is sweeter

on him than ever.
The booby prize something less

than a yard of bologna sausage was

captured by Mrs. J. W. Lewis.
During the evening little Miss Jen--ni- e

Lind Gaston rendered several
vivacious instrumental selections on
on the piano, which were highly ap-

preciated.
The gentlemen selected their part-

ners for supper by guessing at a lady's

name by looking at one of her eyes,
which was presented at a hole in a
sheet, the sheet having first been sus-

pended across an open door.
The supper was par excellence and

was served in three courses. The
menu consisted of
Chicken Croquets Ilrcad and Hutter.

Oyster Patties (garnished with lettuce
leaves) .

Olives. Pickles.
Coffee. Lady-Ang- er Crackers.

Cheese Sticks. Pine Apple Sherbert.
Cakes.

The dainty spread was enjoyed to

the utmost, and Dr. and Mrs. Seiser
were heartily thanked for the delight-
ful evening the J. T.'s spent at their
cosy and happy home.

Marriage Licens e3- -

T. ft. ftlackwell . . . .Salisbury
( Jiss Annie White. . . . . ..Salisbury

f C. M. Jinks . , ftynumville
( Jiss Rose CI ayburg. . ..ftynumville
f John Young . . Keytesville
'( Jiss Jessie ftell . . Keytesville
( Edward II . Hamilton. . . . .Salisbury

"( Jiss Ella ft. Jeyer . . .Shannondale
1" Walter A. Lynn . . ftrunswick
'( Jiss Allie Fisher , . . ftrunswick

f G. L. Korff Dalton
( Jiss Anna Hay ward. . . . Rockford

J Jos. W. ftausler . Shannondale
( Jiss Sydie Mott Salisbury


