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RUSSIAN PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 
ARE DECLARED BROKEN OFF 

Break of Peace Plans Between Germany and Russia Best News 
o( ihe Week—Claimed That Present Government Will 

Not Sign Separate Peace Treaty 

20 2 col—delegates from war council 
urge this county to speed up 

Washington, Jan 2.—Constant and 
speedy dispatch of American troops 
to the European battlefront is the 
principal recommendation made to 
government by the American dele
gates who recently returned from the 
inter-allied war council at Paris. 

Speeding up of the merchant ship 
building program and closer co-op
eration with the co-belligerents are 
the other principal recommendations. 

This was disclosed today by the 
state department which made public, 
a summary of the result of the con
ference. 

Through a new inter-allied organ
ization for co-ordination of shipping 
resources, arrangements have been 
made to devote "the greatest amount 
of tonnage possible for the transpor
tation of American troops." 

A definite plan was formed for 
more active utilization of American 
naval forces and an agreement was 
made with the British admiralty to 
effect certain plans for anti-subma
rine warfare. 

The contribution of the United 
States to a pooling of war resources 
was agreed upon. The arrangement 
guarantees full equipment of every 
kind will be available to all Ameri
can forces sent to Europe during 
1918. 

War Council 
Arrangements were made to have 

the United States participate in mil
itary deliberation of a supreme war 

BUILDING OF SHIPS 
a MIGHTY PROBLEM 
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SIX MILLION TONS OF SKIPPING 

P'NG NEEDED TO BACK UP 

ARMY—NEED MECHANICS 

Washington, Dec. 29.—The new 
year brings the people of the United 
States face to face with a higbty 
problem, according to the U. S. Pub
lic Service Reserve in a statement 
made public today at the Department 
of Labor. The country •will soon have 
raised by conscription a National 
Army of a million men. This host of 
soldiers is going to hurl itsejf at 
the Prussian military steam-roller. 
Where ? 

Three thousand miles away, across 
an ocean where the Van Tirpitz sharks 
are trying awfully hard to bite any
thing that looks like a merchant ship 
or a transport. Three thousand miles 
aWay from its base of supplies—the 
longest line of communication that 
ever in history a big army had to 
keep in operation. The length of the 
trip, plus the quantity of men and 
material to be carried, necessitates a 
great fleet of ships. 

«One million American soldiers— 
our National Army—can go to the 
battle front and strike a telling blow 
for freedom and democracy provided 
they are supported from the Atlantic 
coast by 6,000,000 tons of shipping. 
The vessels for this particular pur
pose do not exist today. The Nation
al army will be useless without them. 
Where are they coming from? 

They must come from American 
shipyards, during the new year, and 
it will take 275,000 mechanics to 
build them. According to a careful es
timate, 145,000 of these mechanics 
have yet to be found. They must be 
located in towns and cities far inland. 
Then they must be brought to realize 
that the national emegreney requires 
their labor in the shipyards. 

The Department of Labor and its 
bureau the Public Service Reserve, in 
cooperation with the Shipping Board, 
have started to search for the miss
ing workers. A call is made for the 
public to appreciate the great need 
of these men and that they must be 
found. 

"Previous experience in . actually 
building ships is not required, but the 
man must be qualified in some 
mechanical trade which can be used 
in a shipyard," said Wm. E. Hall, 
national director of the Reserve to
day. "Any man who is a mechanic 
can find a place to work in a ship
yard. He can do more for his coun
try by shipwork • than by anything 
else. The public can help by per
suading mechanics to enroll in the 
Public Service Reserve of the Depart
ment of Labor, whose agents will 
soon begin to personally confer with 
the mechanics. Everybody can help 
by making known the fact that pre
vious shipbuilding experience is un-

t Continued on p?ge 5) 

council "as a step toward efficient 
and centralized unity of control of 
military operations." 

Plans also were worked out where
by irf order to permit the United 
States to visualize the promlem of 
food control at home Great Britain, 
France and Italy agreed to put in 
legalized and compulsory control of 
foodstuffs in their countries. 

The principal recommendations of 
the American delegations, headed by 
Colonel E. M. House as President 
Wilson's personal representative, are: 

"That the United States exert all 
their influence to secure the entire 
unity of effort, military, naval and 
economic, between themselves and 
the countries associated with them 
in the war. 

"Inasmuch as the successful ter
mination of the war by the United 
States and the allies can be greatly 
hastened by the extension of the Uni
ted States shipping program, that 
the government and the people of the 
United States bend every effort to
wards accomplishing this result by 
a systematic co-ordination of re
sources of men and materials. 

"That the fighting forces of the 
United States be dispatched to Eur
ope with the least possible delay, in
cident to training and equipment." 

Government's Statement 
The following statement by the 

state department was made public 
in connection with the recommenda
tions: 

"A review of the report filed with 
the department of state by Colonel 
House, the head of the special war 
mission which visited Great Britain 
and France, in November, shows that 
it succeeded in its purpose of reach
ing a definite working plan for the 
prosecution of the war through co
operation of the governments repre
sented at the conferences held in 
Paris in the various fields of activity 
and through marshaling the re
sources of the nations at war with 
the central powers and co-ordinating 
their uses under a common author
ity thus avoiding the waste and un
certainties that arise from indepen
dent action. 

"The results of the conference, as 
shown in the report are most grati
fying to this government, first, be
cause they indicate that the confer
ees were inspired by the desire to be 
mutually helpful, and, second, be
cause the agreements, which were 
reached when in full operation will 
greatly increase the effectiveness of 
the efforts now being put forth by 
the United States and the allies in 
the conflict against Germany and 
Austro-Hungary. 

WESTER6AARD-BLAIR 
MOVED INTO NEW HOME 

MOVED ABSTRACT OFFICE INTO 

NEW BUILDING—BANK WILL 

BE OPENED LATER 

Westergaard-Blair moved into their 
new quarters on Main street the lat
ter part of last week and are now 
feeling .quite at home in the new 
building. The building has been 
built for their especial needs and has 
an elaborate balcony where the ab
stract "business will be located. The 
main floor is given over entirely to 
the banlcing business. The bank has 
not been openefi yet and will not be 
for some time. The new building is 
one of the best arranged in the city 
and the interior will be described 
from fully when the bank open for 
business. 

REAL WAR PICTURES 
See the brave soldiers waiting 

eagerly in the first Tine trenches 
eager for the command to charge— 
tuon the command, and over they go 
into the maelstrom of the war's fury 
into the enemy trenches, while be
hind them the giant howitzers hurling 
out their curtain of fire beat down 
the first three lines of defense—see 
the capture of whole regiments of 
German troops—scenes in dressing 
camps and commissary, while min
gled with the grim realty are the 
scenes of jubilation in the victors 
camps at the triumphal return of the 
victorious allies depicted authentical
ly in the Official British War Film, 
"The Hanks at the Battle of the 
Ancre;' at the Orpheum Theatre on 
Wednesday, January 9. 

WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP WIN 
THE WAR? 

A personal word to the readers of the Graphic: 
"The problem of feeding ourselves and feeding our army and 

associates in the war is the' most pressing one that is immediate
ly before each and every individual." 

This was the message Dr. R. L. Wilbur, Herbert Hoover's 
chief lieutenant in food conservation brought to the West a few 
days ago. 

We are asked to substitute foods for wheat, meat, and sugar, 
that the army may be fed. There are many meat substitutes. 
Fish contains as much food material as meat. 

In North Dakota there are large numbers of citizens who come 
from Northern European countries where fish is a staple article 
of diet. They know the value of fish as a food and they know how 
to prepare it. 

For others who may not know so much about fish the Food 
Administration has offered the following suggestions in the way 
of fish receipes: 

Scalloped Salmon and Macaroni—Layers of salmon, cooked 
macaroni, and medium cream sauce. Bake 25 minutes and serve 
hot in baking dish. 

Fish Loaf—2 cups cold flaked fish, 2 eggs, 1 cup bread crumbs, 
seasoning of salt, pepper and onion juice. Add crumbs to fish, 
stir in eggs and season. Steam in mold 30 minutes. 

Casserole of Fish, rice and seasoning of salt, pepper, onion 
juice, 1 egg and milk to moisten. Cook 45 minutes. 

Eat fish, save meat, and help win the war. 
F. E.' LADD, 
Federal Food Administrator. 

RAILROADS MERGED INTO ONE 
GREAT SYSTEM-HELP WIN WAR 

McAdoo To Be Director General With Five Practical Railroad 
Leaders as Board of Control—Cut Out Luxurious 

Passenger Service 

Washington, Dec. 28.—At noon to
day the approximately 250,000 miles 
of American railway systems merged 
into one great continental chain for 
the winning of the war. 

Under President Wilson's decision 
the great event, regarded by many as 
the opening of a hew epoch in gov
ernment operation and control of 
public utilities, passed by without any 
formal ceremony. 

Director General McAdoo was con
ferring at the time with the mem
bers of the railroads war board and 
Robert S. Lovett, chairman of the 
priority shipment committee. 

The members • of the war board— 
all railroad executives who have been 
working, within the limitations of 
law, to do what the government itse\f 
now proposes to accomplish, pledg
ed their support to the government 
administration, as has practically 
every railroad man in the country. 

Orders for the actual unification of 
the lines, common use of facilities 
and equipment, which are expecter; 
to raise the freight jam immediate
ly will be the first results. 

At the conclusion of the conference 
with the railroad heads, Mr. McAdoo 
announced that he had called on the 
members of the railroad war board 
to -work out a general plan of oper
ation, it is indicated that the war 
board will continue as the operating 
body in charge of the country's 
roads. It will be assisted by its num
erous committees throughout the 
qountry, including the operating com
mittee of eastern railroads, headed by 
A. W. Thompson, of the Balitomore 
and Ohio. 

Director General McAdoo will issue 
no orders or directions for the im
mediate present but wil lawait rec
ommendations of the war board be
fore taking any measures to clear the 
congestion choking railroad terminals 
and tracks in the east. 

"Whatever can be don eto makej 
the roads more efficient," said Mr. 

Fairfax Harrison, president of the 
Southern railway. 

Julius Kruttschnitt, chairman of 
the board of the Southern Pacific. 

Samuel Rea, president of the Penn
sylvania. 

Hale Holden, president of the Bur
lington. 

Howard Elliott, of the Northern 
Pacific. 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
The Board of county commission

ers will meet next Monday for their 
annual January meeting. This is one 
of the most important meetings of 
the board and the session will prob
ably last a couple of weeks or longer. 

COUNTY COURT IN SESSION 
Court convened today and took up 

the calandar where they left off for 
the holidays. There are a number of 
cases pending and court will be in 
session for some little time. 

$1.50 PER YEAR IN ADVANCE 

DELEGATES FROM WAR COUNCIL 
E THIS COUNTRY TO SPEED UP 

'A... > >  ys. 

Recommend More Speed and Energy on Our Part in War-
Troops Should be Moved Rapidly as Possible to Front— 

Hasten Ship Building • 

LEG BADLY CRUSHED 
BY LOADED SLEIGH 

TEN YEAR OLD GIRL IN CATCH-

ING ON BOB SLEIGH HAD LEG 

CRUSHED BY RUNNER 

Frances Bloom, the little ten year 
old niece of I^rank Davis of this city 
met with a terrible accident yester
day that resulted in the crushing of 
her right leg. The little girl with 
a number of others was playing on 
west second street when a bob sled 
loaded with coal came along. The 
youngsters ran to catch on but the 
little Bloom girl in some way slipped 
and her right leg went under the 
runner. Her playmates saw that she 
was injured so got her on a haiid sled 

McAdoo, "will be done as soon as we I and took her to the Columbia hotel 
find out what is necessary." I where she lives with her uncle. Doc-

l. tors were called and upon examina-
Chicago, Dec. 28.—Immediate cur-; tion it was found that the leg just 

tailment of luxurious passenger serv-J above the knee was badly crushcd. 
ice equipment was among the first The knee was also badl yinjured. 
steps taken today by some of the The physicians decided that the 
railroads with headquarters in Chi- j case was one for a specialist and the 
cago when the government came into ! little girl leaves today for St. Paul, 
control of the nation's rail systems, i The chances are that the leg can be 

The Chicago, Milwaukee and St.; saved but it may be stiff and also 

Subscribe for the Graphic. 

Paul announced that it would elimin 
ate both observation and buffet-
smoking cars from its trains. The 
change will be made between Chicago, 
Milwaukee and Minneapolis at once, 
and on the lines to Kansas City and 
Omaha next week. Officials said the 
discontinuance of this heavy equip
ment will result in a considerable 
saving of fuel. 

The following five railroad execu
tives, each a leader in the business 
of transportation, will work out the 
plans for welding 250,000 miles of 
railroad into one great continental 
.system for winning the war; j 

somewhat short. 

MEN LEAVE FOR CAMPS 
Three men left this week for train

ing camps. Carl P. Gauthier left for 
Camp Joseph, Jackson, Florida, 
where he joins the quarter master 
department. AlVin W. Dolph and 
Ira A. Knox left for Kelly Field, San 
Vntonio, Texas, where they will join 
the aviation signal department. 

These men are all volunteers, en- , vor apparently by the Germans, 
listing for this special work and were 
not in the current quota. 

Subscribe for the Graphic.. 

London, Jan. 2.—Peace negotia
tions at Brest cmfw yatm fatmatmm 
tions at Bcst-Litovosk have been 
broken off by the Bolsheviki govern
ment owing to the German attitude 
in regard to Poland and Lithuania 
and the enemy's proposal that gar
risons be retained at Libau, Riga 
an delsewhere, according to a tele
gram from the Petrograd correspon
dent of The Daily News appearing 
in a late edition of that paper today. 

The dispatch quotes an article from 
the Bolshevik newspaper Izvestia, 
discussing "the new phase in the 
peace negotiations." The article says 
that owing to pressure from below 
the Germans have been obliged to 
soil their lips with the formula put 
forward by the Socialists at the be
ginning of the war, but the German 
imperialists would not be imperialists 
if they did not try to take back in 
fact what with gritted teeth they 
yielded in words. 

"The Russian revolution cannot ac
cept their conditions to retain Poland 
and Lithuania. Just you try it, gen
tlemen," says The Izvestia. 

This is the line, the correspondent 
of The Daily News adds, that prob
ably will be taken at a general meet
ing tonight (Tuesday?) to consider 
the report of the Russia peace dele
gates. 

The Bolsheviki aim, he adds, is a 
world revision of peace on their own 
terms which they thing will discredit 
the imperialists generally. 

The correspondent continues: 
"And, if in the long run Russia is 

droven to conclude a separate peace 
on any other terms, I prophesy that 
the Russian signatories to such a 
peace will not be Bolsheviki but 
members of opposition political par
ties." 

The Daily News correspondent 
says further that considerable num
bers of Red Guards are being sent 
to reinforce the front and that other 
preparations for defense are being 
made. 

It is not clear from the dispatch of 
The Daily News correspondent when 
the meeting which is said to have re
sulted in the breaking off of peace 
negotiations was held and there is a 
possibility that the report refers to 
an alleged rupture of negotiations 
several days ago when the discus
sions were adjourned. 

German Demands 
"I have private and reliable infor

mation with regard to the breaking 
off of the peace negotiations, which 
establishes beyond doubt the honesty 
of purpose of the Bolsheviki," says 
the correspondent, whose dispatch is 
dated Tuesday. "The central powers 
proceeded to make a more detailed 
statement of terms, from which it ap
peared that they consider Poland, 
Lithuania, Courland, etc., had already 
defined themselves. They further 
based their demand on the statement 
of Ukraine that it would not recog
nize peace negotiations at which it 
was not represented officially. They 
demanded that they should keep gar-
sisons at Riga, Libau and other 
strategic points. 

"The Russian delegation, acting on 
unequivocal instructions from the 
Boleshevik authorities, took an un
compromising attitude. They said 
self-definition was impossible until 
the last German soldier had left the 
country. Further, they jeered the 
Germans asking what they proposed 
to do. They asked whether they in
tended to take Petrograd and feed 
.3,000,000 starving folk, or to disarm 
a revolutionary country in which 
every workman had a rifle. They 
also asked what the German ; pro
posed to say to their own democracy 
which protested a couple of months 
ago against the proposed annexation 
of Poland and Lithuania. They re
marked that they were surprised that 
even the Prussian junkers had sun'n 
audacity. 

"The Germans asked time for con
sideration and begged that this stage 
of the negotiations should not be 
published. The Russians refused to 
allow this and left Brest-Litovsk.'' 

Negotiations for a general peace 
at Brest-Lotovsk were adjourned Dec. 
25 until Jan. 4. Since then at Brest-
Litovsk and in Petrograd represen
tatives of Russia an dthe central 
powers have been discussing infor
mally points to be settled in the event 
of a peace agreement being reached. 
Provisional agreement has been 
reached on some points but the Rus
sian proposals regarding occupied 
territories were not received with fa-

A 
report from Amsterdam on Dec. 31 
said that Dr. Von Kuehlmann, the 
German foreign secretary, would ap
pear before the foreign committee of 

the German bundsrath on Wednesday 
to explain the status of the Russian 
negotiations. 

Petrograd, Tuesday, Jan. 1.—The 
Russian peace delegation returned to 
Petrograd today and reported to a 
joint session of the central executive 
committee of soldiers' and workmen's 
delegates and the Petrograd council 
of soldiers' and workmen's deputies 
the progress of the negotiations with 
the Austro-Germans at Brest-Lit
ovsk. 

M. Kameneff, a member of the 
Russian delegation, read the German 
terms, which he characterized as 
showing the positive annexatios 
plans of the central powers and he 
declared they were unacceptable in 
their present form. He added that 
the terms had not been discussed. 

"If, after the resumption of nego
tiations," the delegate said, "the Ger
mans insist upon the terms Russia 
will conclude peace not with the Ger
man imperialists but with the repre
sentatives of the people, the social
ists of Germany." 

Will Make New Statement 
London, Jan. 2.—The central powers 

within the next ten days will make 
new declarations regarding Ger
many's peace conditions, a dispatch 
from Geneva to The Daily Express 
quotes the Munich correspondent as 
saying. It is added that modifica
tions may be introduced owing to the 
attitude of the entente powers. 

SINCERITY OF PEACE 
OEFER 

WASHINGTON OFFICIALS SEE IN 

IT MERELY AN ATTEMPT TO 

PROLONG PARLEY 

. Washington, Dec. 27.—The condi
tions surrounding Count Czernin's-
proposals for a basis of peace cause* 
officials here to feel some apprehens
ion for their sincerity. There is a 
great disposition to feel that the ob
ject of the German plenipotentiaries 
is simply to protract the negotiations 
as long as possible without any ex
pectation of an immediate peace 
agreement with the double purpose 
of leading the German people to be
lieve that their government really is r 

desirous of making peace, and of, 
gaining time for the furth&v 
strengthening of the German linwun » 
the west. 

One condition regarded as i'mpos- -
sible, for the present at least, is that 
the adherence of all belligerents must 
be secured to the peace the Germans -
are trying to make with Russia be
fore it can become effective. This 
is accompanied by a demand for the 
return of the German colonies now 
in the possession of Russia's allies. 

It can be stated authoritatively 
that the position of the American 
government has not changed in any 
respect with regard to its determina
tion to enter into no agreement with 
a government which does not repre
sent the free will of the governed 
people. This would dispose of any 
hope the Germans might have that 
the Russians could induce America 
to subscribe to the peace treaty 
which they are now trying to ar
range. As for the German colonies 
the American government has never 
recorded itself on the subject and — 
Lloyd-George recently declared that 
was a subject for the peace confer
ence. 

No provision is made in Count 
Czernin's terms for the return to-
France of Alsace-Lorraine, which is 
regarded here as a conditio nthat 
must be met as a preliminary to any 
peace agreement. 

Jay Batten who has been in train-
in gat Camp Dodge for several months 
arrived here last Friday for a visit: 
with his parents before they leave 
for the west. 
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BOYS SAFE ACROSS 
A number of cards have 

been received within tlie last 
few days from Willisfon Boys 
who are safe across the At-
lantic. No letters have been 
received from the other side 
and probably will not be for a 
few days yet. However the 
fact that they are all across 
safely in spite of'the dreaded 
submarine is good news. 
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