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Summary of War Conditions 
A Review of the Events of the week in the World War 

German program along the Oise 
river is being counterbalanced by 
French gains on the western wing 
of the battle front, which now has 
been extended to northeast of Vil-
lera-Cotterets. The heaviest fight
ing {s taking place along the line 
from Rubescourt to the Juncture of 
the Mats and the Otoe, with the 
Frenclr having the advantage on most 
of th# sector. 

Although the enemy keep# up Ws 
desperate struggle west of the Oise 
he has been unable to gain except 
at the juncture of the Oise and the 
Mats, where he has crossed to the 
southern bank of the Matt and oc-
cupied Melicocq, about live miles 
north of Compiegne. In the center, 
around Anthuil, all German attempts 
have been broken up. On the left 
the French have gained additional 
ground, despite strong German coun
ter attacks, between Belloy and St. 
Maur, and have taken 400 additional 
prisoners. The fighting along this 
front continues to be of the most 
sanguinary character. 

No engagements have yet develop 
ed along the new French line east of 
the Oise. The French retirement was 
made necessary because the German 
guns dominated the forests south and 
east of the Oise. The French line 
now lies in front of the forest of 
Laigue, which is immediately north 
of the forest of Compiegne. 

Southeast of Villers-Cotterets, the 
French along the Clignon river have 
captured Montcourt and the southern 

OLD MAN HARRIS 
Editor of the Oil and Mineral Jour
nal of Billings, Mont., will give you 
straight "tips" about oil and min
ing companies free, and send you 
•ample copy for his 16-page illus
trated paper for the asking. Scores 
of his subscribers have made $400 
on a 9100 investment and upwards, 
by following his advice. Don't buy 
in any company until you write him 
about It—he knows who is reliable 
and those who are not Write Dun's 
or Bradstreet's agencies in Billings 
aa to what they think of Old Man 
Harris and his reliable information 
to Investors. 

part of Bussaires. This sector " the 
western end of the front on which 
the Americans have been fighting 
but there was no American activity 

WC?n e*they Flanders battlefield the 
French have carried out raids in the 
region of Locre. The American sec
tors have been quiet. In Picardy Ger
man prisoners have been taken by 
American patrols, while northwest of 
Toul, the artillery fire continues 
strong. 

Friday, June 15 
Repulsed in their efforts to reach 

Compiegne and drive the French 
back to the Montdidier region, the 
Germans are increasing the weight 
of their attack northeast of Villers-
Cotterets, with the apparent hope of 
forcing a passage between the 
lers-Cotterets forest and the Com
piegne forest, and thus overcoming 
the French resistance east of th? Oise. 

The German offensive west of the 
Oise is now in its sixth day and the 
enemy has made slower progress in 
the present movement than in any 
of the other three he has carried out 
since March 21. French resistance 
has been growing stronger as the 
days have passed and Thursday the 
Germans, despite heavy attacks 
against the high positions around 
Mery, were unable to gain and suf
fered severe losses from the French 
fire. Along the Oise he has been 
thrown back across the Matz and his 
efforts to regain the south of the 
river have been unavailing. 

South of the Aisne on a front of 
three miles the Germans have pushed 
back the French about one mile in 
two days. Bitter fighting continues 
in this region and the French resist
ance at Levarsine, Corey and Coeuvres 
was powerful enough to prevent the 
enemy from advancing further west
ward. The Germans have a foothold 
in Levarsine, but have been unable to 
complete the occupation of the vil
lage. 

While attempting to outflank the 
formidable natural barrier of the 
Compiegne forest the Germans have 
shown no desire to try a frontal at
tack against the new French line 
north of the Laigue front. There has 

WILLISTON GRAPHIC 

been no fighting here and the battle 
fronts west of the Oise and south of 
the Aisne, although closely related, 
have not been connected. 

Allied airmen continue to harass 
the area behind the German lines in 
the Montdidier-Noyon region. Many 
thousands of bombs have been drop
ped on enemy targets, and more than 
a score of enemy machines were brot 
down Wednesday by French and Brit
ish aviators. American airmen have 
joined in air work by dropping bombs 
on Dommary Barancourt, On the 
Toul sector in serial lights, American 
fighting planes have destroyed two 
enemy machines and driven another 
down out of control with the loss of 
one machine, which landed within the 
German lines. British bombers also 
have made incursions into Germany. 

Saturday, June 15 
Allied strategy and tenacity in 

combat again have checkmated blows 
by massed bodies of German troops 
and the German Crown Prince has 
given up his second offensive within 
a month without either of them hav
ing affected seriously the general sit
uation on the western front. Except 
for artillery duels a lull has come to 
the fighting sectors but a new enemy 
assault is expected soon. 

In the offensive which began last 
Sunday the Germans used large mass
es of troops on a short front. For 
three days they gained ground and 
were rapidly forcing their way south
ward along the Aisne. French re
sistance stiffened and then the French 
took the offensive. German efforts to 
strike south of the Aisne and reach 
the Oise south of Compiegne also fail
ed after a slight gain. 

South of the Somme and between 
the Aisne and the Marne the artil
lery fire has been above normal, but 
there are no indications that the 
Germans are prepared to renew their 
offensive on either sector. Some mil
itary observers expect that the heav
iest blow will come soon on the 
Picardy field with the enemy again 
attempting to separate the French 
and the British and reach the coast. 

Berlin ^reports the number of guns 
captured isnce May 27 by the Crown 
Prince as 1,005. In the latest offen
sive the Germans gained 180 square 
miles of territory, and captured 15,-
000 prisoners, and 150 guns, the poor
est showing in any of the four major 
movements since March 21. 

American aviators on the Toul 
front have been bombing towns be-

Thursday, June 20, 1918. 

Across or-
•the Kaiser Will 

We must back up our military forces now or suffer much of what 
Europe has suffered. We don't want the Kaiser and his Potsdam 
gang over here. 
The Government needs money to carry on the war. 

By purchasing War Savings Stamps you are lending, not giving, 
your money. You are lending your money where it will hit "Kul-
tur" the hardest. 

BUILD FOR. 
DEMOCRACY! 
Lm\J your aid 
-bjrloinm# 
your dollar 

See your postmaster or banker and sign a W. S. S. Pledge Card. 
Don't wait until— 

JUNE 28 
National War Savings Day 

Invest now. Sign a card—a War Savings Pledge Card—to save 
some money every month and invest in War Savings Stamps. 

National War Savings Committee 
This Space Contributed to the Winning of the War by 

H .  L .  W E A T H E R W A X  
Jeweler Williston, North Dakota 

SHELLED 

ITS RAINING NOW" 
That money you have laid away for "a rainy day"—wouldn't you 
give every nickel of it to keep a Hun's knife away from your boy's 
throat? 

Well, the Hun wants to get here with his knife—and the "rainy day" 
is here—its raining now, raining bombs and shrapnel upon our 
boys "over there." 

You don't have to fight, but— 
Your son does, or your brother who is now across the way—or the 
kid now in khaki to whom you used to give pennies a short time ago. 

JUNE 28th 
National War Savings Day 

On that day the nation calls upon you, not just your neighbor—-
but you—to pledge yourself to the purchase of a certain number 
of War Savings Stamps during 1918. 
Lend your money as freely as they are giving their lives. 

National War Savings Committee 
This Space Contributed to the Winning of the War by 

T H E  I D E A L  P O O L  H A L L  
Williston, North Dakota 
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bind the Germans lines. The first 
American bombing raid was against 
Dommary-Baroncourt, northeast of 
Verdun on Wednesday. This was 
followed Friday by another incurs
ion on which 79 bombs were drop
ped on Conflans, a railway junction 
midway between Metz and Verdun. 
On both occasions the Americans re
turned safely. 

Italian troops have checked suc
cessfully enemy attempts to force a 
passage through the important Tonale 
pass, northwest of Trent. Two at
tacks by Austrian infantry were 
broken up and 130 prisoners cap
tured. 

Tuesday, June 18 
Counter Offensive 

There are hints of a counter of
fensive in reports from Italy The 
success of the Italians two weeks 
ago in the mountainous country to 
the west of Lake Garda and tha evi-
dentx concern of the Austrian com
mand oyer an advance there may in
dicate, that if the Italians strike 
back it may be along this part of 
the front. A success there would 
isolate the Austrian forces fighting 
east of Lake Garda, and turn the 
right flank of the enemy armies. 

While the gigantic Austrian at
tempt to break through to the plains 
of Italy, has occupied the center of 
the stage,. events of importance may 
be taking shape in the Somme bat
tlefield. Heavy firing by the Ger
man? artillery in the Ancre valley 

and northward to Serre, is reported 
by the British, it is on this part of 
the front that a German attack has 
been expected by the Allies and the 
German bombardment may be the 
prelude of a resumption of the 

enemy's offensive in France. 
Prisoners taken by the Italians, 

French and British now total 5,000. 
The latest report from Vienna 

makes claim of no marked gains ex-
(Continued on page 15) 
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JOHN STEEN FOR GOVERNOR 
John Steen was born July 28, 1874. His life has been devoted to farm

ing and he has been a success in that field. He owns and operates the North 
Dakota Model Farm, which was exhibited in miniature at Norway's Centennial 
exposition. He has served two terms in the state legislature, two terms as 
county treasurer and is now serving his second term as state treasurer. 

Mr. Steen has always been a Re
publican and of the progressive 
type. In his service as state offi
cial or elsewhere that fortune has 
place dhim he has been indepen
dent,, efficient, and successful in 
every undertaking. As state treas
urer, Mr. Steen has become inti
mately familiar with and deeply 
interested in all matters pertain
ing to the state government, there
by fitting himself for real admin
istrative duties. As state treas
urer he is a member of various 
state boards. In his service on all 
of these, he has determinedly stood 
for that which he has thought 
right. 

Some of the men who opposed 
him are now his strongest sup
porters because they see that he 
was always fair and honest in all 
things. As a member of the state 
legislature, he stood for the ter
minal elevator legislation and all 
other progressive legislation pro
posed for the benefit of the farmer and agricultural interests in general. As 
a member of the state board of equalization, he voted for an increase in the 
valuation of all railroad trunk lines in 1905. The following year he voted 
against a flat reduction of valuation of railroads and real estate in order to 
keep the state on a cash basis. 

Mr. Steen stands for supporting the governor's war program without 
any "ifs" or "buts." When the independents of the nation and the liberty 
of its people is trembling in the balance there is no time or energy to waste 
quarreling over petty politics or even social or economic questions that do 
not interfere with the prosecution of the war. 

In addition to his sterling integrity, Mr. Steen's knowledge of men and 
affairs fits him pre-eminently for chief executive and his experience is such 
that he cannot be bent about by men or measurer of expediency when real 
and fundamental principles must now have way in governmental affairs as 
never before. 

You'll never be sorry for helping to make John Steen governor of North 
Dakota. Vote for him. 
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