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Minot, North Dakota 

••tared June 18,1902. as Second Claas 
Matter at the Postomce at Minot, N. 
D„ under the Act of Congress of 

March 3, 1ST9. 

IMNBER m WDPAl 

I My Country—May she ever be 
| right; but right or wrong—My 

Country. 

BUT THEM! IWSS3 BUY THEM! 

THE BOOTLEGGER A TRAITOR. 
The Independent notes with satis

faction the attitude of the officials 
concerning an editorial published in 
last week's issue concerning the sell
ing of whiskey by bootleggers in the 
city of Minot. President Shaw called 
a special meeting of the city commis
sion Tuesday morning and conferred 
with Assistant States Attorney Nes-
tos. President Shaw conducted the 
hearing himself and called in a num
ber of citizens to ascertain what they 
knew about the sale of booze in this 
city. Mr. Nestos explained that while 
it is generally admitted that there is 
plenty of booze being sold in the city, 
there is no use to make an arrest un
less the proper evidence can be sub
mitted. He deplores the fact that there 
are not sufficient funds to employ a 
detective. He states that the average 
citizen, who may know just where 
whiskey is being sold, and who is sell
ing it, does not like to make a com
plaint, nor does he like to give in
criminating evidence. And then 
there have been instances, he says, 

'Where detectives have been bot off by 
the liquor element. He is of the opin
ion that much of this whiskey is 
stored in some convenient places in 
the tributary country and brot here 
in small quantities. 

President Shaw and Mr. Nestos for 
once agree—as to the manner in 
which the liquor is being handled. 

A number of citizens were ques
tioned, and if they actually know any
thing about this liquor traffic, they 
would not say where it is being sold. 

It was generally agreed that the 
man who deals in whiskey during 
these times when our boys are dying 
in the trenches for us, is nothing less 
than a traitor and that every honest 
effort should be made by the officers 

and citizens alike to stop it. 
The bootlegger is a wily fellow, 

but it ought to be a fairly easy mat
ter for an alert officer to throw • 
monkey wrench into his machinery. 

JOHN L. ON THE HUN. 
Shortly before his death John LT 

Sullivan had something to say about 
the Hun. "We're going to get that 
bird," he said, "we're goin' to get him 
sure. An 'I'll tell you why I know. 
Because he got mad so quick. All that 
hate stuff, I mean. In the fightin* 
ring, when you see a man begin to 
boil up an' see red in the first round, 
you know that next thing he won't be 
able to see at all. What's my best 
word to the boys in camp? Just this. 
Tell 'em they cant go wrong if they 
keep their feet warm an* their head 
cool, their eyes open an' their mouth 
shut." 

What shall we do with our air ma
chines after the war? Thousands of 
our people say "they never will go up 
in one of them there airplanes." But 
you just watch them for it's dough
nuts to peanuts that they will simply 
catch the fever when two or three of 
the neighbors get air machines and go 
to frolicking in the air like the eagle 
in the sky, then they will bring to 
pass the fact that the whole neighbor
hood must have one of the tarnation 
things to go pleasure riding in. Just 
get right in the durn thing at Chil-
icothe and go over to Kansas City in 
less than an hour, take dinner at Mc-
Cllntic's, go and listen to Alice Niel
sen sing one of her soul-stirring songs 
and return at the usual hour of going 
to bed. Some of the fellows who said 
they would never ride in the durn 
things will be among the first to soar 
above the clouds and get close to na
ture. Then it will come to pass that 
the joy rider won't have to stop in the 
middle of the dusty roads when the 
temperature is 110 in the shade to fix 
a puncture or change tires. The war 
is developing very high aspirations 
for the future joy rider.—iChillicothe 
Constitution. 

field agent of this commission." It 
looks like the field agent has done a 
large sized job of guessing. Practi
cally every businessman has receiv
ed notice that their other taxes have 
meen materially increased. 

The value of dairy products bought 
in Minot amounts to a very large sum 
every year. This represents ready 
money for the farmers every day in 
the year. Feed may be high and labor 
scarce, but those who can find the 
time to milk cows, seem to be getting 
well repaid. The Northern Produce 
Co. of this city haa submitted figures 
showing the number of pounds of but-
terfat purchased by them in Minot 
during the past four years, together 
with the price paid per pound for but-
terfat. This makes iateresting read
ing: 

1915—8,120 pounds—average cost 
24c. 

1916—32,423 lbs. — average cost 
33 3-4 c. 

1917—42,879 lbs. — average cost 
47.2c. 

1918—71,000 lbs.—average cost 60c. 

There seems to be no end to the 
heroism of our boys over there. One 
of them has just married a French 
widow with n;ne children. 

The Independent is pleased 
with the manner in which those 

'» who were in arrears on their 
<§> subscriptions have responded. A 

few have not gotten around to 
<£• reply to the statements sent out. 

The government has decreed that 
'•> by Nov. 1, every newspaper 
'$> must have its report in before 
^ the paper and pulp board of the 
•$> war department, showing that 

no papers are sent except to sub
's- scribers who have paid in ad-

vance. We will begin revising 
our list next week, so should you 
not receive a copy of next week's 

•S'paper, it will be because you have 
• not sent in the money for your 

subscription. 
<$>•%> <?>•$> <®><$»<s><»><§>'3><S><^<§><^<§>'§> 

The war, like most tragedies, has its 
humorous episodes. One of them was 
the German bombardment of an Am
erican truck that broke down on the 
way to the front. The accident oc
curred in plain sight of the enemy, 
whose shells immediately began to 
fall all around the truck. The driver 
and his helper fled, but the bombard
ment continued for half an hour. That 
night a rescue party went out to try 
to save the truck, but the Germans 
discovered them and shelled the place 
for seven hours more. Then a motor
cycle man brought word that, altho 
the ground was <?ut up all around the 
cart, the seven thousand apple pies 
were still safe. Thereupon a hundred 
men volunteered to go after the pas
try that night, and they got it. Shoot 
a Yankee soldier or gas him or blow 
him up and you merely vex him, but 
try to take away his doughnuts or his 
pie and you make him viciously peev
ish. 

SOLDIERIES 
FUNNY SIDE 

OF THE WAR 

Hundreds of businessmen of Minot 
have received notices from the state 
tax commission that the money and 
credits assessments have been raised 
to amounts several times as large as 
those given to the assessor. The com
mission will meet in Minot October 4 
and 5 and those who have any objec
tion to the raise will be given an op
portunity to complain. The com
mission will be mighty busy on these 
days, for in practically every in
stance, the estimate is too high. One 
man received notice that his amount 
had been raised to $10,000, the com
mission "acting upon the report of the 

"Bill" Davis, One of the Independent 
Boys at the Front, Writes of the 

Humorous Side of the Grim 
Business of War. 
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Take smm© records Lome to-nigM 
Think of the pleasure and happiness you can 
give your family to-night by taking home some 
of these splendid new^ Columbia Records^ 

We carry over 3,000 records in stock 
and a complete line of Grafonolas, sold 
on easy payments. Come in and here 
them play. 

Ward's Drug Store 
Phone 1238 

Cor. Central Ave. and 1st St. S. W. 

Ward Saunders, Mgr. 

Wm. C. Davis, for several years 
connected with the Independent's job 
department, writes the "bunch" an 
unusually interesting letter from 
France, where he is fighting with the 
U. S. forces. "Bill" appears to see 
the funny side of life, even in such 
grim business as war. The letter fol
lows: 

France, 8-22-18. 
Dear Rita and the Bunch: 

No doubt you have been wondering 
what has become of me and why I 
do not write. Well, there has been 
numerous things which there is no use 
mentioning here, so we will pass 
everything that happened in the 
States and I will try and give you as 
full a description of our trip across 
and some of our experiences in 
France. To do this right I guess it 
would be best to start at the begin
ning, so here goes. 

Our departure was certainly sud
den and unlooked for, for we had just 
about decided that we were to be the 
"Massachusetts Home Guard," but 48 
hours after the order arrived we were 
on our way. As soon as we received 
this notice we found out how consid
erate captain was for us. The first 
move was to put on a guard. I sup
pose this was so we could not break 
the "sad" news to our friends thous
ands of miles away. As soon as we 
were on board train orders were is
sued that curtains were to be pulled 
down going thru towns. This was to 
keep us from getting homesick, I pre
sume. It also saved us from getting 
sunburn. On getting off the train 
we were given an excursion on a tug. 
Here we were given the "privilege" 
of riding on deck. The main reason for 
this being that there was not room 
for much more than the engine in the 
hold. There was about as much space 
on deck as one finds on opening a can 
of sardines. In this condition we took 
in the sights going up the harbor. 

When we finally arrived at the 
transport we spent about three hours 
lying on some wharf waiting for the 
snipping officers to figure out how 
they were going to handle 1200 coons 
Finally it was decided to let the ne
groes on first, so they could have the 
first pick of the bunks. The white3 
got what was left. The man who 
built those bunks sure didn't want us 
to get lonesome during the night, be
cause he made certain to put us close 
together. Why, he built then* so close 
that if I stretched my legs' I had to 
make excuses to two fellows who 
claimed I tried to push them out of 
bed, and every time I tri^d to sit up 
I would hit an artistically grav col
ored solid iron bar, but today I can 
again wear my cap. 

The first day out we amused our
selves by watching the ships and the 
sky lines, but after the second day 
that got tiresome and the most of us 
could be found leaning over the rail
ing watching the changing water. 
Evei'y evening about bed time the 
harmony quartette sang us to sleep. 
The only reason that I can give for 
the authorities allowing all this hi
larity was because it takes wine, wo
men and song to make a soldier hap
py. Realizing this they gave us ev
erything but the wine> and wom6n. 
IWe also had church services and they 
were well attended by those who 
wanted to be there, those who had no
where else to go, and those that were 
caught in the crowd. We were drill
ed every meal time, our eats were 

given to us on the double so that when 
we start for Berlin we will know how 
to do it, then we won't have to stop for 
our meals. Sweets was the one thing 
that was greatly missed in this line. 
Every day there was a regular sub
way crowd near the canteen to get 
the much desired eats, at about three 
prices. Every day we had boat drill 
to see how fast we could run up stairs 
and get on the upper deck, in case a 
sub presented us with an honest-to-
goodness torpedo and gave us a much 
needed bath. The Fourth we spent on 
the deep blue, and not even a gun was 
fired in memory of the great day. 
Dope had it that they were afraid of 
scaring away the submarine. 

Then at last one forenoon land 
crawled into sight. It really was the 
best thing for sore eyes we had seen 
since leaving the States. After walk
ing 2 1-2 miles with nothing to show 
that we were still alive but a faint 
heart beat we arrived at a "Rest 
Camp." Did I say rest? Yes, I will 
remember it the rest of my life. The 
very next morning we were put to 
work with pick and shovel. This we 
did for three days—resting—when or
ders came to move. Believe me, or
ders are orders over here and we 
started at three in the mornnig. We 
were piled into those famous French 
coaches you have heard so much about. 
The best you can say for them is too 
good. A compartment is about the 
size of a bed, into each of these eight 
men with packs and rations were 
crowded. Did we sit down? Yes, 
we managed to do that, but as to ly
ing down you can imagine how com
fortable we slept. In this condition 
we tried to keep in good spirits for 
three days and two nights. Three 
weeks from the day we left Devens 
we arrived at our base. 

This puts us now right in the heart 
of the land of wine and women. To 
put the whole thing in a nut shell, 
there's all kinds of both—good, bad 
and indifferent. Just play things a 
little quiet on the start, feel your 
way, try to pick up a little French 
lingo and it won't be long before you 
can have your pick of some classy 
madamoiselle. They are a whole lot 
easier to get along with than their 
language. 

Drinking is about the same as jn 
the States (not North Dakota.) You 
can get good or bad booze but their 
hours open to them when they can get 
their thirst quenchers. 

I wish I could give you a full de
scription of the way our boys "carry 
on.' ' Though we ourselves are not up 
to the front as yet, we get lots of di
rect information from the boys who 
are back, either wounded or for a rest. 
But you can put it down that our 
doughboys and artillery are the ones 
that are putting the pep into this war 
today. Their methods of warfare 
have opened the eyes of the French. 
Charging the Boche with the bayonet, 
taking "nests" of machine guns on the 
run, and clearing the trenches and 
shelters with grenades, the Americans 
swoop down and take everything n 
front of them. 

Well, Bunch, you know the censor 
has to go through all letters in front 
of him, and for fear this is takin^ 
too much of his time and gets him 
peeved up to the point where he will 
tear up the whole d thing, I had 
better draw it to a close and leave' 
some for next time. 

With best regards to all and hoping 
"business goes on as usual," I re
main.' BILL 
Address, Pvt. W. C. Davis, 

Co. C, 29th Engineers, 
Amer. Ex. Forces, 

A. P. O. 714. 

"THE REASON WHY" 
"The Reason Why," by the famous 

English authoress, Elinor Glynn, is 
Clara Kimball Young's latest Setect 
Picture; it will be shown here at tne 
Orpheum Theatre on Wednesday and 
Thursday, next week. The scenario 
is by Mary Murillo and the direction 
by Robert G. Vignola. 

Clara Kimball Young creates the 
role of Yvonne M^rinoff, widowed by 
the murder of her husband, • cruel 
prefect of police, at the hands of an 
infuriated mob. As she is fleeing 
that night with her seven-year old 
son, Mimo, she comes upon a dead 
woman who resembles her complete-
ly, and on whose body she findsan in
vitation from her uncle, _ Francis 
Markrute, inviting her to live with 
him in London, although he has never 
seen her. 

Yvonne goes to London, there she 
meets and marries at her ' uncle s 
wish, Lord Tancred of Wrayth Hall. 
It is a case of mutual love at first 
sight, but after she overhears Mark
rute speak of her dowry, her senti
ments are chilled. Her husband mis
understands her actions and their un
derlying motives, and it is only after 
a series of mishaps that she makes 
her confession and they discover their 
true love. 

"The Reason Why" is a remarkable 
photoplay involving English high so
ciety, portrayed by Clara Kimball 
Young and her own company, and pro
duced in the excellent manner which 
motion picture audiences have come 
to expect in a Select Picture. 

Waggoner Babe Died 
The infant son of Mr. and Mrs. R. 

S. Waggoner died and the body was 
interred in this city. 

LICENSED TO WED 
Henry J. LaCount, 20, Pearl Thomp

son, 19. 
Ralph Francis, 35, Mrs. Mamie Tay

lor, 25, of Sawyer. 
Frank Register, 22, Marie R. Solem, 

i8. 
Archie V. Heere, 20, Bemice H. 

Hunsley, 18. 
Oscar H. Nelson, Kenmare and 

Gladys S. English, of Portal. 

ivuniviMy — 
Walter Zimmerman, 21, Grass 

Granville, 19. 
John E. Wherley, 22, MM 

derberg, 20. 

Have you insured 
that AUTOMO
BILE t h a t  y o u  
have just bought ? 

If not, NOW is the 
time and HERE ic the 
place. 

We represent first-
class tried and proven 
companies. 

Our rates are moder
ate. 

Minot 
Insurance 

Agency 

Anderson Optical Parlor 

Eyes tested and glasses fitted by 
competent registered optometrist 

J. N. ANDERSON 
Jewelers and Opticians 
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THE LOAN 
Subscribe. 
Subscribe and hold. 
Don't sell your old Liberty Bonds in order to subscribe to the new 

ones. Hold the old and buy the new. You can. 
Don't subscribe with the intention of selling immediately "just to 

help the subscription." 
Don't subscribe and forfeit the first payment as a "contribution to 

the Government." 
Subscribe in the way to do the most good—for your country and for 

yourself. 
Subscribe and hold. 

CITIZEN'S BANK OF MINOT 
MINOT, N. D. 

Deposits in this Bank are Guaranteed by the Guarantee 
of Deposits Fund of the State of North Dakota. 

j 
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When You Read About the Federal Farm Loan Law, Just Bear in •edc 
Mind These Points: 

u kr In arranging a loan with us you know exactly with -whom you are dealing 
You do not have to let everybody!know your business, nor subject your farm 

and your affairs to investigation by strangers. J 

You will not be asked to guarantee he loans of nine or ten other men, nor be
come surety for farmers in less favored districts. 

You will not be required to increase your loan so as to take stock in our 
Company and become an investor as well as a borrower 

You will not be tied up, for five years, but can take'up your morhra«™> nr a*u 
your farm free! of incumbrance within the five years, if you should so deS?e 

These are matters worth thinking about. If ^ou want best aMommoda-
tions consult US. / ( 

Brush-Mc Williams Company 
rand 

Western Bankers Investment Company 
Farm and City Loans and 

Minot, North Dakota 
Farm Lands 
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