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To the Beniite and HouinsofRepresenta 
Uvea: • , * -' . . ', 
'x lie Constitution makes It my duty U 

re^ouiuieuu to- you at' tola tune, at th«. 
ouuiev ot your laoora, auca measured 
aa i in<>.yu ueem «sAp«tuteav and,: in ac-
coraaiice uibiewit.ni recommenu: 

'xae tiuuiuuttui uf a tikw pr»uiary elec
tion uw, or aa uuicnumeAt to tuepreneu. 
pnuiary eiecuou mw, so as to matte i 
upt>Ay 10 uii elecuve. otncera. »n bou. 
state ana county. '••••, 

More iiuui t«o years ago thO peopii 
ot mid aiA>e, turouga tbetr ditterent |w 
liticai iwuues, uviuuuaeu the enacan«.n. 
ot a viiiiuvty etecuon law aud two ye*u,. 
at»o iue it^iiuuwive aoite»nDly, at the-Juak 
atoaioti, tiiu >ub a primary election law, 
but, ueuiui>e ot tue tu.ciina.iit aid a«. 
&Vfty to ntitie and judicial officers, i. 
Vruuuy tulifa to iiwet tue aeinanua ot th*. 
ciectora, Vfuo anaui in tne summer o. 
luuu, ueiii<kua«d m.tneir diuerent poittlca. 
Ciiu«uuuui.« m.piUuuty election taw, aj#-
plicctuie utiKe to a»i' elective oibcers. 
a reooiiiuoa lavoriug tne enactment o 

• sucii a pnuiui-y ewCujii taw was aUopieu 
a®!---' In uoiii tue isemowi-aiic and Jteiiubucai. 

•stuiv uotueiiuxua and eacn party wen', 
betoi'e tne p<.ot»e ot this state pledseu 
to endCt audi i,r»m-ry election law. in. 
view ot uie ttiuuii unanimous-sentimeu. 
in luvoi* ot a priinuty election law 11-
ttus t>uue, It la our plain, snhpie duty 
ac lu^s ^uoBiou. to give to tue ptsw . a 
prinwy eiccuon la«v mat »»»<. enau.. 
uunu lo gj to me poilt* on primary elec
tion day ana vote iut the nomination ol 
au ewtiiive skaivanu county ouicers. n. 
Una coiii.eciiou i. nii&iit aiso can you. 
auenu^ii to lite g.owuig sent.meut in tint 
auuo id favor ot a nun-partisan judiciary 
Aiiu tscaooi oiucers. One ot tne pumica. 
pariies lecoiu...timing in its platform 'tna. 
the names of Uie juuges of tne Supreme 
and district couns, tne name of tne 
state buperinteiideut and of tue counij 
superiniciiutn.s of schools be placed upon 
the bauoi wiinout party designation anu 
the election for such oiticers be held - at 
a ahiertuu time tuan that upon wnicn th<_ 
general election is held. The state super
intendent, in iiis recent biennial report, 
has niuue a sunuar recommendation In 
reference to tne election of county su
perintendents. 'l'ne purpose of such a law 
would be to take the judiciary and tne 
schools out of politics and no such posi
tion would then come to any one as a 
reward for political services, but rather 
on account of special fitness and qua.i 
fications, and, believing as I do that the 
enactment of such a law is In the inter
ests of both the judiciary and the sciiool 
1 therefore heartily recommend it to your 
most careful and conscientious consider
ation. 

I call your attention to the necessity 
of amending the 

Pure Food Law, 
viz: Chapter II of the Session Laws of 
1005. 

Since the passage of this law your 
pure food commissioner, Prof. Ladd oi 
tne agricultural college discovered that 
certain packages or cans containing food 
were snort in weignt, and, while the 
subject matter of the law was broad 
enod&a to cover sucn a contingency, it 
-was not expressed in the title and there
fore it is possible that the act, in so far 
as it relates to short weights, is uncon
stitutional^ and X therefore recommend 
to you the re-enactment of the law with 
an amended title which clearly expresses 
all of the subject matter of the act, in
cluding shortage in weights. This I re
gard as one ot the most wholesome laws 
find I take this opportunity for commend
ing the faithful and efficient efforts o. 
Pure Food Commissioner Ladd in the 
enforcement of this law under great dis
advantages and an inspificient appropria 
tion. And I further recommend a more 
liberal appropriation, in order that the 
valuable services of Prof. Ladd may be 
retained by the state, and the law strict
ly enforced. j 

The School Laws 
need revision. The statfe superintendent 
in his second biennial report, calls at
tention to the necessity of revising the 
school laws, and states that it has been 
tinkered with so much that it is very 
difficult to tell what the law is. There is 
it great deal too much of it and there 
are parts of it that conflict with other 
parts. It ought to be revised and sim
plified. 

The special district, the independent dis
trict and the general school district should 
be governed and regulated by the same 
general laws. There is no necessity for 
different laws, except for their organiza
tion. A revision with this end in view 
•would simplify- the law,, cut it down to 
one-third in length, and make it definite 
and certain. And, while I am uifen this 
subject I recommend that all legislation 
which you enact be simplified by using 
s!mpl9 language, incapable of more than 
one construction. 

Gov. Sarles, 
who has possession of the facts and fig
ures, has given to you the financial 
standing of the state and the condition 
of our different state institutions. The 
people of the state-are. justly proud of 
these institutions, and it will be your 
duty, as the representatives of the peo
ple, to appropriate such sums of money 
as will properly maintain them,.and such 
further sums as may be necessary for 
repair and improvement, consistent with 
the financial condition of the state. 
The Constitution Provides That the Sen

ate 
shall be composed of not less than thirty 
nor more than fifty members, and the 
house of representatives of not less than 
sixty nor more than 140 members. At 
the time of the last apportionment our 
population was largely in the eastern 
part of the state, since which time the 
central and western parts of the State 
have increased in population, so as 'to be 
almost without representation in the leg
islative assembly, when compared with 
the legislative districts in the eastern 
parts , of the state, while, at the same 
time, we have almost reached the con
stitutional limitation. For comparison, I 
call your attention' to the county of CasB, 
with three legislative districts, represent
ed by three senators and nine represents 
tives, while the counties of Ward and 
Williams, In one legislative district, rep
resented b$ one senator and three repre
sentatives. . The county ot Ward is the 
most populous county in the state, and 
'Williams county, one of the largest in 
the state, is almost as thickly populated 

«!gv 
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as Ward, in proportion tot its slse. and 
yet the two counties have only one-third 
representation In the legislative assembly 
that Cass has. I mention these counties 
only for comparison. The same is large
ly true of all the eastern districts, as 
comparer with the western' districts. 
From this condition It must appear to 
you that, in order to have a fair repre
sentation from each part of the state, to 
the end that no-part may have an ad
vantage over any other part of the state, 
this legislative assembly should at this 
session redlstrlet the state and ^apportion 
the senators and representatives as to 
give to all parts of the state representa
tion as nearly equal as possible. In view 
of the constitutional limitation before re
ferred to and the wonderful Increase and 
growth of population of the state and Its 
still greater possibilities,- I recommend 
that the representation be equalisedby 
cutting down the rept*«entauon ln the 
eastern part of the state, "or wherever it 
may be necesfary, ̂ and . by increasingj-the 

ut representation in thejw 
only a question of tlniei . 
in pbpulatlon crf. this, state *rUl 

tght'as we necessary, atid 1t might'as weir be don* 
at this time and save the. expeMe to the 
state of increased representation lit the 
legislature. It will require a sacrifioe on 
the paft! Of tiM membm from the. int
ern dlktricts; some of them will Mees-
ssf'r jar 
£atriotto enp|̂  {o do t!i«t 

££?-£POWi 4°®* not VPly to your local conditions, for congress only has the 
??_Ter tS.**«ulate commerce between the 

, power to regulate local traffic 
"22* *a»rved in the states. In this 

hill, there- is a provision' that., a 
™ oompany shall .not give« free 

transportation or passes to any one, ex-
Py^ns in the actual employ of the 

•"'TP®? company.) The wisest and best 
% ^hat we have must have con

sidered that Such a provision was neces-

for the neglect sr refusal e< 
ownyrs to Ust thelr^praperty 
Messor.whencailed upon to 
its actual value, and tor the ! 
refusal of any member of |' 

3^*t 
et or 
m of 
value 

value. 
recommend that tbe board 

Muallsatioa to Increase, the asa 
ol any property to" IU actual 

And I farther recommend tha 
of equalisation be given power tlx sub 
poena any property \ownsr to appelr be^ 
fwe auoh board ipd to answer upon, oath 
all questions relative to any property 
owned by him, subject to assessment, and 
toa produce all books and inventories in 
relation to the same, and that this state 
hoard of equalisation be given the full- , 
est power to inquire into the value of ! 
railroads In this state by subpoenaing 
the_ officers of said^road to appear before 
said board and furnish Information upon i 
oath concerning the value of railroad 1 

Property, and the said railroad companies 
should, upon notice, furnish to the board 
of equalisation all books and records 

North Dakota 
ubbms£&s$ 

L 

Mantes wants a gym for the young
sters. " 

Ex-Editor Bingham of Rugby is mow 
a Kansas-tamer. 

• • » • 

The Devils Lake high school gave a 
reception to the patrons. 

jo-v In —?.,?eceB: required by the board of equalisation, jary in the interstate commerce bill, and | and when the value of rall-
yet. on account of the constitutional pro-
'™,on referred to, it will be practically 

""^•• .supplemented by state leg-
slatl'in. While tne railroad companies 
\ J}in . *Pve Ptt88CS or transportation from 
« place In one state to a place In another 

_ • they. can give transportation or 
P®f?e? good within the state, because 
-"at is not Interstate commerce and can-
not be a violation of the interstate com-
.nerce act, and If they can give It In one 
s£te they can give it In all the states 
through which the . road runs, and thus 
moke the interstate commerce act In
operative In this respect. The railroad 
company cannot afford' to carry any one 
free, and If it does it is done at the ex
pense of the general traveling public. It 
s better to charge everyone, and then 
che railroad companies can afford to 
carry everyone cheaper. The railroads 
being for the use of the public, there Is 
no - reason why one person should have 
an advantage over another in that re
spect. 

Because of the magnitude of the rail
road interests, I think it is especially 
wrong for a public official to accept 
passes from a railroad company. He 
does-not have the pass before the office 
and he loses the pass when he loses the 
office. The corporation understands hu
man nature and knows that it is natural 
? ,refurn favors, and that the public offi

cial, honest, as the world goes, remembers 
the .favor-and Is inclined to be inactive 
in the passage of and In the enforcement 
of laws regulating and controlling rail
roads. _A public official ought to be In a 
position where he. can enact, enforce or 
interpret all law for the common good 
and general welfare of the public 'With
out embarrassment to himself, and this 
he win find hard to do while his pockets 
are full of railroad • passes. I therefore 
recommend the enactment of ; -

An Anti-Pass Law ^ 
to further supplement the "rate bill" and 
to enable the railroad companies in tnis 
state to reduce their rates for carrying 
passengers. 

It is now' well settled that because rail
roads are-for the use of the public, the 
public, through the legislature, has a 
right to control and regulate them, so 
iong as the regulations are reasonable.-
This control includes the right to fix rea
sonable passenger and freight rates, the 
right to regulate the condition 'of the 
roadbed,» and the right to compel 
the railroad companies to furnish 
proper and reasonable equipment 
and cars to the public. The* regulation 
may be by direct legislation or the power 
to make such reasonable regulations 
may be delegated, by the legislature to 
the railroad commissioners. The latter 
is the more practical, if your railroad 
commissioners- will act, or if your law 
delegating to them the power is sufficient 
to compel their action. The reason why 
such a law is the more practical is be
cause It is very difficult to make a hard 
and fast rule fixing passenger and freight 
rates and the furnishing of cars and 
equipments. Reasonable rates, under 
certain circumstances and conditions, 
might be unreasonable under different 
circumstances and conditions, and with 
the power in the railroad commissioners 
toe condition could always be met with 
i. reasonable regulation. 

We have had, however, since 1897, a 
law containing a mandatory provision re
quiring the railroad commissioners to 
make a schedule of reasonable maximum 
rates for the transportation of passen
gers and freight in this state, the law 
referred to being section 4343 of the Re
vised Codes of 1005. If this law Is en
forced, it is probably sufficient, so far as 
a delegation of power to the railroad 
commissioners is concerned. If you 
should conclude that the power should 
not be deelgated to the commissioners, 
but that the rates should be fixed by 
statute, you should be governed in fixing 
the rate by the rule laid down by the 
supreme court of the United States in 
the case of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul Railroad Company vs. Tompkins, 
173, United States, 167. viz: "The 
reasonableness of a schedule of rates for 
local business of a railroad company 
must be determined by a comparison be
tween the gross receipts of the road and 
the cost of operating it." The question 
of fixing passenger and freight rates I 
recommend to your sound discretion and 
best judgment, feellnv certain that you 
will find, on investigation, that the local 
freight rates are unreasonable, and that 
your action thereon will be fair and just 
to the railroads and to the people. 
I recommend -the enactment of a law 

requiring - railroads to keep, the roadbeds 
in safe condition, and providing severe 
penalties for its violation. We have had 
a great many wrecks this last fall, re
ported to be caused by the spreading of 
the- rails. I was in one of them, .and 
know that the rails Bpread because the 
ties were rbtten. In another, wreck on 
the same road, In the same county, and 
In the Bame week the rails spread again; 
there was another wreck, two men \Vere 
killed, and I was told by reliable men 
who were in the wreck, that the ties at 
this place were rotten. There can be no 
compromise on this subject. If a railroad 
company allows its roadbed to become 
in such a condition that the ties are rot
ten, some one is guilty ot gross criminal 
negligence; and it, on account of such 
negligence, a life is lost, some one should 
be guilty of manslaughter and should be 
punished accordingly. The railroad com
pany owes the public a good, safe road
bed, and should be required by law to 
furnlsh .lt and keep It in safe condition. 

In relation to the question Of the recent 
shortage of cars, I recommend the en
actment of a law inquiring the railroad 
companies to furnish a reasonable num
ber of can to shippers without discrim
ination. Z am informed that In many 

Earts of the state the railroad oompanies 
ave discriminated in favor of certain 

shippers by giving them more cars and 
larger cars than other shippers In the 
same town. This should be regulated in 
such a way that no town would have any 
advantage over other towns with the 
same railroad facilities, and no shipper 
would have any advantage over any oth
er shipper. The people and the rail-
reads should realise that the railroads 
are not for the Individual, but for the 
uw of the public, and that there should 
he no discrimination In favor ot any place 
or person-
1 Next Call Your Attention to Railroad 

Taxation. " 
There is a general feeling tbroujghout 

the state that tbe railroads'are not pay
ing their Just and proportionate share of 
the burden ot taxation. Railroad prop
erty should be assessed upon the same 
basis as the property of. the individual. 
There is only one way to assess property 
so that tl>e burden may fall alike upon 
all; and this one way Is by assessing 
It at its S«tual value. By so doing, no 
one. can complain, because all should be 
willing'to pay<Sieir just and proportion
ate cnare for the support of the govern
ment which protects their lives, their Ub-
erty.andtheirproperty. 

Itvis trve^ that the law now in force 
requires alp property - to ^ bo assessed at 
its actual value, but every one knows 
that no property is'asseued at its actual 

roads is ascertained" bJT the" boar* m,nCr8^n Wardkick 
of equalisation, such - roads should th® manner they are boarded, 
be assessed at their actual value, and not. • • • 

"°a°-1 DowhiM i. boaettag teeuse the 

ruus'^fsr'sri.^ rnihiif'S, tow°w111 «* v^1 vtel 

The Soo ts to build both si passen* 
to amend the present game law by pro- I 
hlbltlng all spring shooting. I believe 1 

that tnis amendment will materially as- „+ sist in the protection of game. Spring ® station 3Hd ft freight depot at MI-
shotting has a tendency to drive the not. 
birus out .of the country. Game Is not • # • ' 

A large number of contests have 
been started in the Dickinson land 
district 

• • • 
... . - , The commercial club at Dickinson 55L the practice act in county courts, , ,, „ . .. , .. 
with increased jurisdiction, provides that has held its first meeting In its perma-
an appeal may be taken from the county nent home. 
court to the district court, or it may be • » I » 
taken direct to the supreme court.- If the • 
appeal be to the district court it Is taken Rural mall carriers have had their 
in the same manner as an appeal from , . ... . 
justice court, if the appeal be to the troubles during the heavy snow and on 
supreme court it is taken in the same the Cold days. 
manner as if taken from the district 
court. This' practice does not relieve the 

_— country. 
pood at that time of the year, and the 
Killing jf one bird at that sfeason of the 
year ,would be equal to the killing of sev
eral In the fall. 

Quite a number of the counties In the 
state have increased the 

Jurisdiction of the County Court, 

The Larimore Commercial club is 
considering the matter of good roads 
leading to that city. 

• • • 
In Morton county the loss of some 

cattle is attributed to their having 

district court from the work Intended, 
and at the same time it entitles everyone 
to two Jury trials. If a defendant is con
victed in the county court he can appeal 
to the district court and there have his 
case tried anew on the facts and before 
anotheiv jury. The party losing a civil 
action before a jury in the county court 
can appeal to the district court and there 
have nis case tried anew before another been bitten by a mad dog. 
jury. This is no relief to the district 
court and is an increased expense to the . • • • 
county. The judge of the county court, H P Fnrkert «ia wpII known T.n with increased Jurisdiction must be a foritert, <*e well Known L.B. 
lawyer. He is governed by all the rules Moure county hustler, has purchased 
in his SSrt®thlViUveraCrlhinjid"es°Sf » half 8eCtlon farm ten mlles 80uth of 

the district court. He Instructs .the jury ,S«rgO. 
on the law, and if-he does not err there • • • 
is no reason why a defendant should 
have another trial on' the facts. I there- There is some agitation for the 
fore recommend that section 8292 of the 
Revised Codes of 1005 be amended so as Mate to provide Suitable armories 
to provide for an appeal from the county for the militia to insure good organi-
court direct to the supreme court. This 
will relieve the district court of much 
work and will save the counties with In
creased jurisdiction a great deal of ex« 
pense. 

School Fund. 
The moneys realized from the sale ot 

school lands have increased enormously, 
and, under the constitution anu tne law, 
the same may be invested in nrst mort
gages on real estate, not exceeding one-
tmrd the value of the land. This I re
gard as the best possible investment and 
the best possible security, and I believe 
that the loaning of tne school fund upon 
real estate under the foregoing limita
tion ougnt to be cncouraged. 1 am in
formed, however, by farmers who have 
made applications for loans that there 
was so much "red tape" about it and 
so much delay that they were obliged to 
abandon the loan and borrow th€ money 
from the banks and loan agents. The law 
in this respect ought to be simplified in 
such a way as to mako the state safe 
and at the same time enable the bor
rower to procure his loan without un
necessary delay, to the end that this 
school fund may be put to work accumu
lating interest and at the same time as
sisting the pioneer in the building up 
and developing of the state 

Drainage. 
. The conditions prevailing in the Red 
River valley for the past several years 
require of us, at tnis time, some addi
tional legislation on the subject of drain
age. I know that the representatives 
from that district have been studying 
the question for years and are well in
formed as to the means necessary to se
cure proper drainage and as to tne laws 
necessary to enable them to secure the 
means. The people of the Red River 
valley are more interested in this sub-

sations. 
• * * 

One of the blind pigs recently pulled 
In Bismarck was conducted in a build
ing owned by a member of the city 
council. 

• • • 
A. C. McGillivray has made final 

proof on a quarter section near Dick
inson on which he made entry twenty 
years ago. 

• • • 

The efforts of the Richardson, Stark 
county, people to secure observance of 
tbe school attendance law are being 
given wide publicity. 

• • • 
The Mandan postofflce is located 

quite a distance from the depot and 
the man and the push cart have to 
hustle sometimes to make connec
tions. 

• • • 

The fact that gophers have been 
coming out of their holes is held by 
some to Indicate there will be a pro
tracted winter and that the little fel
lows need more food. 

• *{ * 
Nearly every town in the state is TOUtv^ lUVts IUICICOICU 111 11119 BUU- . M , . 

ject thaa in any other portion of the long on secret societies. It is claimed 
that there are more "joiners" in North 
Dakota in proportion to the population 
than in any other state in the Union. 

state, and, while whatever laws passed 
upon the subject must be a general one, 
I think that the representatives from 
other portions of the state should, in 
fairness to the representatives from the 
valley, assist them In every way to secure 
such a drainage law as will meet the 
emergency In that portion of the state, 
and which is consistent with conscience 
and the constitution. 

In this connection I call your attention 
to the fact that in 1003 twenty-one states 
and three territories passed drainage laws 
which- may be found in the state library, 
and which no doubt will be of great as
sistance to you in the enactment of a 
drainage law. I have referred particu
larly to the Red River valley on account 
of the great necessity for drainage in 
that portion ot the state, but there are 
many acres of land in other portions of 
the state that can be reclaimed by a 
proper system of drainage. 

There is a sentiment growing In this 
state in favor of direct legislation in 
wluft is commonly called 

The tnltlntive and Referendum. 
This simply means that the people car. 

at any time Initiate legislation by peti
tioning the legislative assembly to enact 
certain laws. This is called the initiative, 
and if the legislative assembly refuses 
to pass a law that the people want, or 
If they should pass a law that the people 
do not want, then a certain per cent of 

real eatate, «nd -the rail-
c, Seems 

toac 

noten 
•iiflifli should 

Two Minot teachers wanted to re
sign so they could go on their claims 
but the board refused to accept the 
resignations and threatens to have the 
teachers' certificates of the young la
dies revoked if they quit. ~ 

• • • 
John A. Johnson, living some ten or 

twelve miles east of Glenburn, drove 
to that town last Thursday to get some 
coal. The day being very stormy he 
decided to stay over until morning and 
left his load of coal outside near the 
Coburn livery stable. The next morn
ing, when he was about to start home, 
he discovered that all of his coal was 
gone. 

• • • 

Some two weeks ago C. T. Metcalf 
w - - .7. r- — of Lakota loaded a car of emigrant 

reteira^'to the people for their approval movables for Nes Perze, Idaho. The 
or disapproval. The object of this law car was transferred at Leeds to the 
hkndsPof the Pp^le. wK^t^iong^ Northern Pacific, and went well till the 
and there ought not to be any opposition car got to Mandan. When a few miles 
taw^fhteVs^ct^fo?'® tanow proSd °ut of Mandan last Sunday nl*ht the 

boast that we are "'a government of the car caught fire and destroyed the en-
Fam'heartlly fiTFavo^ofUm15S3&A Ure contcnts' ,ncludlnB six head of 
to legislative enactments, and I com
mend it to your most careful and con
scientious consideration. 
. .We should hot .forget that we are here 
as the servants or the people and that 
as such. It Is our duty to favor the enact
ment of wholesome good laws, no matter 
from what sourse they come, and to 
put the seal of disapproval upon those 
which are not wholesome and good. lrr». 
specUve ot their source. ' 

We should, forget all party differences 
and personal grievances and give to th* 
corporation and Individual justice aliluL 
Bach is entitled to this and none & «£ 
titled to more. And I assure you »«»• I 
will / heartily co-operate with you and 
assist you to the best of my ability and 
to the extent or al! of my time to secur? 
legislation for the common good and gen
eral welfare of all the people of this 
state. - . _ 

horses, two cows, a lot of chickens and 
t few pigs, besides all household 
goods and term machinery—in all 
about $3,000 worth of property. The 
car was in charge of his son Carl, 

e * • 
Some weeks ago William Julian 

struck a flowing well on his farm 
couth of Velva. Since that time the 
flow has grown stronger and the vol
ume of water is considerably more 
than at any other time. Mr. Julian 
quite naturally feels proud of his sup-

or mi. ~ » P'y. which is far greater than he can 
-John TuST /put to use. Tbe water is of excellent 

quality, soft aB spring water and as 
pure and sparkling a beverage > as 
nature ever provided and nuist agree
able to the taste. MntJulian Js,;to- be 
congratulated upon hfs'|m»if fiomine in 

It tM possessing the only flowing weiPin Mc-

Save Tow Straw Hats.' 
If yon have thrown^ your last summer's 

straw hat on top of the wardrobe. Tbtnk" 
not,b® <» style 

dust of 
D'or next year the same kind of straw 

hats will be worn as last year, gpiu 
straw, sennit and soft brim will be just 
as much in demand. Panama have 
not yet seen their finish and one may 
wear bis next summer without fiar of 
being laughed at. • 

The straw hat, manufacturers, who an 

For some time Henry Long and 
James McKenxle have been working 
on a wireless telegraph system be-
tW6ea 1008 *nn nw sh*9m md 

.t (hey made the season before. There Aneta, a distance of about seven miles 
changes, but weev the instruments »A 

ean: he 

tb^be Mticoar' Last wads the instruments were ad-
IMS etspetited. will be re- lasted and a trial jraa made which 

i;-;affd^^Atartan Mm ' ' " 
rted 

Ms straw 
XjS® 

/proved to ha very suooessfaL Mas-
sagas were sent back and fprth witb 

suwga With the anerrla  ̂abcoracy. Tha 

tfcay ŝ ocMdad !*,*&>& sypssisiyi1" 
lei 

1 naxtoB has an oil fandM. . 

New Salem !«d a stabbing affray, 
e e • ' 

Rolette Is after a telephone e» 
change. 

, e e e 
Hillsboro Is to have an armory foi 

Company L. 
• e e 

Cogswell is to have a new school 
building in the spring. 

e e e 
The yojtng people of Willow City ar« 

to have a skating rink. 
• * * 

*The directors decided to continu« 
the Tower creamery all winter. 

• • • 
Oscar Mork was badly frozen while 

on his way home from White Earth. 
<3 • • • 

The oil famine was so pronounced 
at Sherwood that candles were used. 

• * • 
Prisoners in nearly all the count; 

jails had turkey dinners Christmas. 
* * * 

Gov. Burke will continue as a mem
ber- of the law firm at Devils Lake. 

• » * 
The farm house of E. Greenfield, 13 

miles from Flaxton, was destroyed by 
fire. 

• • • 

The-food supply was short on the 
new extension of the Soo from Flax-
ton. 

• • • 

A Kensal blind pigger is reported 1o 
have been so badly frightened that b« 
fled. 

' . * * * 

Cando pledged $13,600 for the D jn-
kard college and seems to have th« 
inside track. 

* • • 

Sherbrooke—off the railroad line-
was one of the points threatened with 
a coal famine. 

* • • 

Another batch of Stark county peo-' 
pie were fined for failure to send their 
children to school. 

• • • 
A traveling man was twenty-six 

hours getting from Rugby to Devils 
Lake—sixty miles. 

* • * 

.There are said to be six applicants 
in Ramsey county for one of the state 
game wardenships. i 

* • * I 
Kenmare wants the normal school 

which will probably be established by 
the coming legislature. 1 

• • • | 

Mohall has organized a commercial 
club and is getting ready to do somf 
booming for that splendid town. I 

e • • I 
Cogswell was -visited by a star 

theatrical attraction, the members of 
which were recently hashers at a hotel 
in Aberdeen. 

• • • 1 

The North Dakota soil before the 
freeze-up is said to have been drier 
than for years, and the heavy snowfall 
will not come entirely amiss. 

• * • 
The fact that when Cass county's 

new court house was dedicated there 
was no indebtedness against it, causes 
a lot of favorable comment by state 
papers. 

- • • • | 

The hotel men got special legisla 
tion to be able to collect bill from 
dead beats—but they object to further 
legislation favoring hotel inspection— 
as insisted on by the traveling men. 

i- * * • 
If the coal shortage in the state this 

winter can but get the lignite coal 
mining on a business basis and result 
in the more general use of that fuel, 
it will be a blessing for North Dakota 

. e • e 
Soo claim agents have been busy in 

their efforts to adjust matters arising 
out of tire Enderlin wreck. The total 
sum that will be paid In damages will 
be large. 

e • • 
' A company of Eastern capitalists is 
being formed for the purpose of de
veloping the immense coal fields at 
White Earth. The capital will be $200,-
000, and the best business enterprise 
in the coal mining world wil lbe be
hind the concern. 

• • • 

On last Friday evening as C. J 
Thorkildson was driving into Colum
bus with a cow in the sled the durned 
thing upset and In the general mix-up 
Mr. Thorkildson received a broken 
shoulder. ' The horses went on up the 
street, but were stopped in a short 
distance. 

• • a 
Corporations are some times grate

ful. Last fall there was an elevator 
fire at Edmore. J. W. Wheeler hitched 
his horses to some Great Northern 
box cars and drew them out of danger. 
The company has given him a round-
trip ticket to Seattle—and he spent the 
holidays out on the coast. 

" . j , ; , -  e  •  e  V '  
At Linton a Sioux warrior swiped a 

quart of Christmas joy from the sleigh 
of a paleface brother, and after doing 
what was explained as a cross between' 
a war and a bear dance, was taken tq 
tbe bastlle, where his pipe dream waS 
transformed into a living realisation of 
the caresses of his angry squaw who 
played a one-handed game of watch-
meeting during the night - "• 
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BADLY HURT; SAVES COtfRXtiCtl 

Gasoline Explosion Severely Injures 
Tnree Men. 

Christ Helly, Oscar Fossum and 
Ralph Stevenaon are in a critical con
dition from burns received as the re
sult of an explosion which occurred In 
the house they were occupying near 
Hannah. 

The three men were "baching," and 
arriving home in the evening, started 
to prepare supper. A fire had just 
been started in the kitchen range 
when a terrific explosion occurred, 
throwing all three of the men to the 
floor and enveloping them in flames. 
Helly, although stunned by the explo
sion and suffering from severe burns, 
finally succeeded in dragging himself 
Into an adjoining room from which he 
reached the outside landing. The door 
leading to the kitchen was locked, but 
he succeeded in battering it down and 
dragging his companions out and down 
the stairs. Their clothing was 011 fire 
snd they were compelled to roll about 
In the snow until the flames were ex
tinguished. Then, in spite of the des
perate nature of their Injuries, the 
^hree men returned to the house and 
fought, the flames, at last being sue-
^es?fnl in quenching them. 

Tbe explosion was caused by the ig
nition of gasoline fumes which hid 
escaped from a leaky brazier. The 
room had fillerl with gas during the ab
sence of the men and when tbe fire in 
the range was started rnrl the air in 
Hie room had reachel the vrorer tem
perature, the explosion occurred. Thb 
ceiling of the room was raise 1 several 
inches and the walls bulged out by the 
force of the explosion. 

All three men were terribly burned 
about their faces and hands, and the 
exposed portions of their bodies were 
literally burned to a crisp. There is 
some hope, however, that, all may re* 
cover. 

STATE TEACHERS' MEETING. 

Convention of the Association at Fargc 
Is Great Success. , 

There was an unusually large at 
tendance of North Dakota teachers 
at the twentieth annual session of the 
North Dakota Educational association 
at Fargo. The program was unusually 
attractive and the interest never 
flagged during the three days' session. 
Important addresses were delivered by 
leading educators. More interest was 
created in tbe subject of compulsory 
attendance at the schools and the 
methods of inforcing the law than an/ 
other subject. 

At the general association President 
Berg's annual address was followed by 
the annual address of the heads of all 
the departments. N. C. McDonald 
spoke for the high school council, Prof: 
Squires for the college and norma) 
section, State Superintendent Stock-
well for the superintendents and Wr 

R. Holgate for the elementary section. 
The elections resulted as follows: 
Elementary Section — President. 

Jesse Childs, Mayville; vice president, 
Miss N. B. Johnstone, Grand Forks 
secretary, Orla Barton, Valley City. 

High School Section — President, 
Aaron Heyward, Cavalier; vice presi
dent, F. E. Smith, Wahpeton; secre
tary, E. R. Edwards, Minot. 

In the department of superintend
ence the superintendent of public in
struction is ex-officia president and 
Mrs. Davis was elected vice president. 
The deputy state superintendent usu
ally acts as secretary. 

GUARDS WANT NEW LAWS. 

Chief. Engineer Mickey O'Connor ot 
the Bismarck trolley line announces 
that he will offer a prise of a velvet 
album to the capltol employe doing 
the most riding on the trolley line the 
coming year. Mickey says he must do 
something to increase the patronage ol 
the line by the people at tke oapttol, 
who aeem to prefer loitering op vtil 
down atoot rather than ride on lib 
rapid transit. v 

.aaad jum-ndes 4n>ok* 

% 

State Convention to Be Held at Bis
marck on the 11th. 

At a meeting of Company I at Wah 
peton, Capt. McKean, Lieut. F. Mc-
Kean and Privates Dow and Grogun-
ier were elected delegates to tbe con
vention of the. North Dakota national 
guard at Bismarck Jan. 11 and 12. Ser
geant Eekes and Private Gilson were 
elected alternates. 

The convention will discuss pro 
posed legislation for the guard and 
several bills for ttie Improvement of 
the service will doubtless be framed 
at the meeting for introduction at the 
coming session. 

Members of the Wahpeton company 
want an armory building and the dele
gates will endeavor to have a bill in« 
troduced which will provide for the 
erection of armories for the several 
companies of the state guard at state 
expense. 
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8HOT BY GUN HE 18 PACKING. 

Man Is Dangerously Wounded by Bul
let and Loses an Eye. 

A. G. Jackson of Grafton was serl 
ously, if not fatally, wounded by the 
accidental dischsrge ot a revolver 
which he was placing in his valise pre
paratory to making a trip to Winnipeg. 
In placing the weapon in a holster the 
hammer was drawn back and the gun 
discharged. The ball entered 1 Jack
son's head, at the left corner of the! 
right eye, lodging a little above thq 
place where it entered. It was neces
sary to remove the injured eye, and 
owing to the fact that Jackson hat| 
been previously in bad health the ef» 
feet of the surgical operation was se2 

vere. There is hope, however, tbat be 
will recover. ^ < 1 s,f 

'' • • Pat Gueaaed It, 
A motorist, who was touring in Ire-

(and, one day met a native on tbe  ̂
road who was driving a donkey and 
cart. Thinking he would have a. lit- . 
tie fun a\ his expense, be began: 

"What is th» dlCerttiQe, Pat, be 
tween your turnout and miner* ' 

Tbe native looked at the qfrmfloiar 
a minute or so, awl tb«a rê led: " 
\ great dapl. 
t£b«itts in 
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