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STATE NEWS OF INTEREST 
LOSS IN STAGE YEARLY 

Gty Once Upon the Shore of Devils Lake Is Now a Mile 
and a Half Distant. 

Devils lake, In North Dakota, is 
perhaps the largest and most impor
tant body of water in that state, and 
the continual diminishing of its water 
lias caused much comment. Where 
•once there was an abundance of fresh, 
clear water, to-day there are boggy, 
^unsightly mudholes, and it is predict
ed that it Is only a question of time 
until the entire body of water has 
passed away and left valleys and 
marshes. 

Devils lake is an irregular sheet of 
Water thirty miles long, lying in Ram
sey and Benson counties. Along its 
entire southern shore is an unbroken 
ridge of hills rising in strong contrast 
to the level farm lands bordering its 
northern extent. Prior to 1889 the 
Mauvaise coulee at its northwestern 
end maintained connection with Lake 
Irvine, and thence through small 
•creeks with Dry and Sweetwater 
lakes, directly north of Devils lake, 
•the whole forming a U-shaped system. 
At present there is neither inlet nor 
outlet, the coulee being reduced to a 
dry creek bed, except In the spring 
and in periods of unusual rainfall. 

By reason of the lowering of its 
level the lake has been broken up into 
detached portions of large areas nar
rowly connected. The most important 
section is the larger and deeper por
tion—called the Main lake, extending 
from Graham island on the west to 
the highway at the southern extrem
ity. 

The lake is located in a district of 
small rainfall, and the. excess of 
•evaporation over precipitation has re
duced the area and caused the desic
cation of many shallow tributary bays. 
It has so decreased the stage that 
across the narrower portions of the 
lake highways have been constructed. 
Lamoure bay, one of the principal 
(projections of the lake, is isolated by 
a highway at its western extremity. 
From the southern point of Rogue 
island another public road and a Great 
'Northern railway trestle have been 
{constructed, and these with the shal
low across the narrows at La Rose 
ferry divide the lake into four sec
tions. 

The entire western end of the old 
<ake is now barren, weed-grown tracts 
of land, the alkaline deposit on the 
toil and rocks that once formed its 
ehores outlining its former area. 

Devils Lake city, which formerly 
touched at Its shores, is at present 
one and one-half miles distant from 
the lake. The major portion of Mis
sion bay, an arme extending Into the 
Fort Toteen Indian reservation on the 
eouther shores of the lake, has been 
entirely cut off from the parent body 
and is now known as Mission lake; 
another portion. Larger Mission bay, 
Is dry; while another and smaller 
remnant known as Mission bay is 
•parctically isolated. 

The total area of the lake approxi
mates 103 square miles, Inclosed in a 
basin of forty miles long by eight 
miles wide. The shore line Is very 
Irregular, the character in general be
ing similar to that of a marine lit
toral, bowldep, wholly or partly in-
crusted with a white alkaline deposit, 
and gravelly or sandy stretches occur
ring throughout the extent. 

The floor of the lake is practically 
level, rising from a depth of twenty-
live feet to the shallow portions near 
the shores or forming sandbars and 
stony reefs at mouths of bays. In 
general the deepest area is that of the 
southern side under the lee of the 
morainal ridges of Sully's hill and 
Fort Totten, while the entire western 
section of the lake is but about three 
feet deep with underlying soft black 
mud supporting an abundance of 
weeds and inaccessible to all but the 
lightest draft boats. 

On the west two or three small 
ponds are all left of a once broad ex
panse of water. The northern ends 
and eastern shore are also decidedly 
Ehallow. The narrower portions of 
the lake are rapidly becoming broken 
up into detached bodies. 

This beautiful lake teemed with 
pickerel prior to 1889. In the narrows 
these fish were speared and taken 
from the waters by the ton. Since 
that year there has not been a single 
specimen found in the lake. The fish 
taken in the early days averaged five 
pounds, and some of them reached a 
weight of seventeen to twenty pounds. 
The northern part of what Is known 
as Creel bay, which was the largest 
spawning grounds of the pickerel, has 
dried up. 

The maximum depth found in 1889 
was thirty-five feet, but last summer 
the deepest section of the lake was 
measured, and the water did not ex
ceed twenty-five feet. 

Through the past 100 years' max*-

mum and minimum stages of the great 
Laurentian lakes have alternated in 
cycles of Iraout a dozen years, durirg 
which comparatively scanty average 
rainfall for several years was followed 
by abundant moisture. These fluctua
tions are similar to those noted in 
this section. Devils lake thus shows 
evidence cf having attained, about the 
year 1830, a level of sixteen feet high' 
er than at the present time. 

At that time the water would have 
reached the large and dense timber 
that now surrounds certain portions 
of the lake. Below this timber line 
are only smaller and scattered trees 
and brush. Within the twenty-five 
years since the building of Fort Tot-
ten on the southern shore of the lake, 
the water has fallen nine or ten feet, 
and it has fluctuated four feet under 
the influence of the changes in the 
average annual precipitation of rain 
and snow in the past dozen years. 

A portion of Mission bay is being 
dammed, and the government will in
stall a hatchery in the spring to de
termine whether the material sub
stance of the lake is sufficient to war
rant the raising of fish or not. An
other important factor to be consid
ered is the chemical character of the 
waters. The pebbles and boulders 
along the shtfre are, as mentioned 
previously, covered with a deposit of 
alkali. 

Investigation here this summer by 
the United States bureau of fisheries 
showed but two varieties of fish in 
the lake. The last pickerel was taken 
from the lake by an Indian on the 
reservation ih 1889. Many theories 
have been advanced to account for its 
sudden disappearance, but none is 
sufficiently supported. 

A substantial increase in the stag^ 
of the lake may come at any future 
date, but from the history of the lake 
for twenty-five years it is doubtful if 
it will ever regain even temporarily 
its former level. 

METHOD OF IDENTIFICATION. 

The First National bank of Devils 
Lake has received a check with the 
most peculiar signature that has eever 
come to the notice of local business 
men. The signature consists of the 
thumb mark of an Indian made upon 
th echeck by pressing the thumb, cov
ered with indelible lead, upon, the sur
face of the paper. It is said that no 
two men have the same kind of a 
thumb, and that the tiny lines shown 
by th eimpgesslon serve as an excel
lent identification. The check was 
cashed by the officials of the bank 
after the Indian had given proof of 
his identity by making an impression 
on another slip of paper, and the 
check has evidently been accepted, as 
nothing further has been heard of it. 
This system has rcently been intro
duced by the government, and works 
very satisfactorily where the Indiana 
are unable to write. 

NEW COURT HOU8E FOR RAMSEY 

At the recent meeting o fthe county 
commissioners of Ramsey county It 
was strongly talked of the building of 
a new court house for the county. The 
present one, which Was built in 1887, 
is one of the most substantial build* 
ings In the state, but for some time 
past the commissioners and officers of 
the county, as well as the people at 
large, have s§en the necessity of a 
new building, and if the project goes 
through, bonds will be Issued, and In 
the spring the new building will be. 
started. The present one on account 
of the rapidly increasing of popula-
tio nin the county and the vast 
amount of business that is transacted 
here ev\ r year has crowded the offi
cials an\ the jail part of the court 
house hi been crowded to over ca
pacity at\ irtaln seasons of the year, 
and the \ ndltions have often been 
unsanitary 

Bismarck Plant Masonic Temple. 
Contractor Hallum has been award* 

ed the contract to build the founda
tions of the new Masonic temple on 
Third street, between Broadway and 
Main street, at Bismarck. Teams are 
already at work doing the excavating. 

The building will be 105 feet deep 
and have a frontage of 65 feet The 
south wall will be built up close to 
the alley, and the north one will be 
ten feet from the adjoining building. 
The front wall will be fifteen feet 
back from the lot line, and the build
ing will be two stories with a high 
basement It will be an exclusive 
Masonic building, and will be hand* 
somely equipped in every detail. As 
soon as the foundation work is com* 
pleted work will be diaMontinued until 
next spring, when construction will be 
pushed with vigor. 

Looses Her Diamonds. 
Mrs. Austin Began of Fessenden, 

wife of Senator Regan, lost three dia
mond rings and one precious brooch 
In Minot while attending the Federa
tion of Women's Clubs convention. 

Mrs. Regan does not know how she 
ypmft to lose the valuable gems. They 
were in a chamois skin pocket in her 
purse, and she thinks that in opening 
the purse the gems may have fallen 
out The loss was discovered yester
day, and advertisements have been 
Inserted In the local papers. 

More Indian burying grounds are be* 
lng unearthed In the western part of 
the state. Even the "good Indiana" 
are not permitted to rest In peace. 

The condition of the mail ear on the 
Sherwood branch was such the "»•<! 
agent refused to handle any mall os 
one trip. The car was repaired.. 

Out of the fifty-three holders o( 
liquor license in Cavalier county only 
fifteen have compelled with the law 
In their publication. 

ROBBERS MADE GETAWAY. 

Men Who Cracked Safe;at Cogswell 
Have Not Been Heard From. 

There are no developments in the 
bank robbery case at Cogswell, and 
the identity of the robbers is as much 
a mystery to-day as it was the day fol
lowing the robbery. 

Many theories have been advanced, 
but fail to stand investigation. It was 
reported fresh wagon tracks were 
found in the road leading west from 
the railroad, but inquiry showed they 
were made by the rig that went to 
Newark from Leo Smith's barn. 

It is generally thought the men 
were met by a team, but that the 
team was in hiding, probably in a 
nearby grove. No trace of them could 
be found after they returned to the 
railroad track from depositing the 
handcar in the corn field, but it is be
lieved they went south and west into 
•.he hills. 

If this theory is correct they were 
evidently driven to Nicholson by 
team, the team going from there to 
the meeting place south of Brampton. 
By team they could go a considerable 
distance before daylight, if necessary, 
as they had at least three hours. 

The week before; the robbery foui* 
negroes worked for Matt Christianson 
ditching. They came from Nicholson, 
and it was thought by some they 
might know something about the rob
bery. They were traced to the Twin 
Cities, however. They left here on 
Saturday afternoon. 

Suspicion also pointed strongly to 
a young man who went by the name 
of Daniel Lundy. Lundy worked here 
about ten days digging ditches, and 
like the negroes came from Nicholson 
where he worked loading grain cars 
several days. He said he had been 
threshing near Aberdeen before com
ing north. He took his meals, and it 
is thought slept in John Garrett's 
barn. The moriiing after the robbery 
a grain sack belonging to John Gar
rett, and bearing his initials was 
found in Lange's blacksmith shop, 
where the robbers got their tcols, left 
there, it was thought, during the 
night. 

The handcar coming from Nicholson 
and going south, the finding of the 
grain sack, together with what was 
known of Lundy, led to an investiga 
tion of his whereabouts, and it was 
learned he, too, went to the Twin 
Cities, and they made the trip to
gether. The parties who left Newark 
have been heard from. 

There are a number of other clues 
being investigated, but it is believed 
the robbers have made good their es
cape. 

LETS VOTERS MAKE CHOICE. 

N. D. Supreme Court Decides Electors 
May Ballot on Three Propositions. 
Under a decision of the supreme 

court the voters of Ward county will 
rote on three separate propositions 
for the division of that immense coun* 
ty at the fall election. 

Three petitions for the division ot 
the county were granted by the coun
ty commissioners, one for division in
to Ward and Lake, one for division 
into Ward and Renville and one for 
division into Ward and Burke. 

The county auditor refused to cei> 
lify the last two propositions for 
printing on the official ballo,t and a 
mandamus case was brought in the 
supreme court, which to-day granted 
the writ, and directed the auditor to 
certify all three propositions for the 
official ballot. As the proposed coun
ties of Burke and Renville cut into 
the proposed boundaries of Lake coun
ty, there may be an interesting com
plication after the ballot is cast. 

The supreme court refused to take 
jurisdiction in the application for the 
removal of the county seat of Rollette 
county from Roll» to Rollette. This 
action was brought in the district 
court, and the supreme court refused 
to take jurisdiction of the appeal, 
holding that the sovereignty of the 
state is not involved. 

WAS BOUND OVER. 

Jamestown Prisoner Must Face Charge 
of Serious Nature. 

On motion of State's Attorney 
George W. Thorp, H. Stevenson was 
at Jamestown bound over to answer 
to the charge of attempted assault on 
a five-year-old girl, the daughter of 
Arthur May of this city. In default 
of bonds Stevenson was committed to 
the county jail. 

Stevenson is a man of about forty-
five years of age and a painter. It Is 
understood that he nas just com
pleted a sentence of several years in 
the penitentiary for the same crime 
with which he is now charged. It is 
believed that he is the same man who 
has made improper proposals to other 
young girls, and other charges may 
be lcdged against him. 

At the preliminary hearing Steven
son was positively identified by his 
victim, and several witnesses sup
plied further proof of his identity. 

WILL CONSTRUCT PIPE LINE. 

Great Northern Gas, Oil and Pipe Line 
Company to Reach Westhope. 

The Great Northern! Oil, Gas and 
Pipe Line company will build nine 
miles of pipe line to Westhope this 
fall, supplying the city with gas by 
the time winter sets in. 

An ordinance has been passed on 
its first reading by the Westhope city 
council, and the citizens of Westhope 
have met the proposition of the com
pany regarding the pitting of gas there 
this faUU : 

Cleveland has a shoemaker. 
* * * 

There was a fake prize fight at CsJ» 
vin. , 

* • * 

Bowdon is undergoing another 
drouth. 

* * * 

Five eases of beer were seized at 
Bowdon. 

• • • 

Churchs Ferry may get an electric 
light plant. 

"• • • • 

The North Dakota women are will
ing to vote. 

Emmons county 
term of court. 

had an important 

Western North Dakota is an ideal 
dairying country. 

• * • 

Mott is hopeful of railroad connec
tion at an early date. 

* * • 

W. E. Slavens of Granville has de
veloped into a spud raiser. 

• * • 

North Dakotans should do the proud 
thing by the new battleship. 

• * • 

Coal mined around White Eartil is 
said to be of a superior quality. 

• • • 
Contracts are to be let for carrying, 

the mail from Lowman to Purcell. 
• • • 

The N. P. shops at Jamestown have 
been overworked on car repairing. 

• * • 
D. C. Page of Williston may be the 

successor of Chaffee in the Williston 
land office. 

• • • 

There was no clue to the identity of 
the men who burglared the postoffice 
safe at De Lemere. 

* * * 

Mrs. Kalhrina Kjargaard was rob
bed of $50 on a Soo train between 
Drake and Balfour. 

• • • 

Superintendent Storrs of the Willis
ton irrigation project is still ill with 
typhoid pneumonia. 

* • • 

A meeting was held at Hettinger to 
take the preliminary steps toward or
ganizing a creamery. 

• • • 

A. E. Clendening, who was conduct
ing a fruit brokerage in Winnipeg, has 
returned to this state. 

* * * 

Operator Gammon of Medora tried 
to hurry up a fire with kerosene and 
changed the appearance of his phiz. 

• • • 
Herman Weckwerth of Willow lost, 

three members of his family in two 
months—his wife and two daughters. 

• • • 
For a while there were plenty ot 

Bchool teachers, but recently there are 
complaints of a shortage in the sup-1 

ply. 
* * * 

Billings county is attracting the at
tention of a lot of Eastern people, and 
considerable property is changing 
hands. 

• » « 

Some man has discovered that dan
delions are good for something. Their 
late blooming is said to insure a mild 
winter. 

• * • 

An itinerant peddler was caught and-

fined at New Salem. He h^d failed to 
provide himself with a license to hunt 
customers. 

• • * 

In some sections of the state-
where the farmers had plenty of ele 
vator and warehouse room—little 
grain was marketed till the fall plow 
•ng was completed. 

• • * 

Mrs. Phillip Arnold of Esmond ha& 
returned from Montana where she at
tended the funeral of two of her sons. 
One was overcome in a well by gas, 
and the other met a similar fate while 
attempted to rescue his brother. 

* * • 
Many farmers are uung gasoline 

engines to pull gang plows. One good 
engine can do as much plowing as 
Cftecn cr twenty horses, and its cost 
of operation is less than feeding the 
animals. 

• • • 

The postoffice department has in 
Etructed postmasters throughout the 
country < to confer with their local 
sckcol authorities with a view of 
adopting the most effective method of 
instructing school children as to the 
organization and operations of the 
postal service. These instructions to 
cover such features pi the services of 
the delivery of the mails, the classi
fication of mail matter, the registry 
and money order systems, and par
ticularly the proper addressing of let
ters and the importance of placing re
turn cards on envelopes. Postmasters 
aiye instructed to arrange, if possible, 
to deliver personal talks to the pupils 
on tnese subjects and to give teachers 
access to the Postal Guide and the 
postal laws and regulations, and ren
der them every assistance in securing 
necessary information. 

• * * 

Mrs. Wentworth Magee of Sheyenne 
died in a hospital in Fargo. She had 
undergone an operation for appendi
citis nearly three weeks before. 

« • * 
The people behind the movement to 

boost Wesley college are rejoicing 
over the fact that the Larimores are 
to erect a $25,000 woman's building 

• • • 
In a decade the bank deposits In 

North Dakota have quadrupled. That's 
a good record for a country that Gen. 
Hazen called the Great American Des
ert. 

IN THE SCANDINAVIAN NORTH 
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Cleaning* of Important News of Norway» Sweden 
and Denmark, with Occasional Comments. 

By MARTIN W. ODLAXD. 

NORWAY. 
i 

A new insane asylum is to be erect
ed at Fjelberg at an expense of about 
350,000 crowns, which will be raised 
by the district. 

« : t I 
There is talk of organizing a stock 

comrany, whose business will be to 
furnish the people of Stockholm with 
fresh fish from Trondhjein. 

The Sondre Trondhjem's amtsting 
has decided to levy a tax in order to 
raise money for the support of the 
new Domaas-Storen railway. The 
other municipalities and parishes 
benefitted by the new line will also 
assess themselves to raise money for 
the enterprise. 

: : : t 
The national debt of Norway has 

been increased to the extent of 73,859,-
000 crowns since J900, being at pres
ent 304,924,000 crowns. Notable na
tional improvements are responsible 
for the increase, as well as expenses 
Incident to the establishment of an 
independent government for Norway. 

A monument in memory of the bat
tle at Berby, near Frederickskald, was 
unveiled Sept. 12. The battle in ques
tion was fought there exactly 100 
years ago, and is an inspiring mem
ory to the people of that part of the 
country and throughout Norway in 
general. Capt. Lyche delivered the 
memorial address, in the presence of 
several hundred people". 

The Welhaven monument is to be 
erected between Skerveien and Bris-
kebyveien in Christiania. As I have 
stated before, there has been great 
difficulty in selecting a site for the 
monument, the committee being una
ble to agree. The pedestal for the 
monument is to be of granite, and is 
to be quarried at Kviteseid. Utsand, 
the sculptor, has charge of the work. 

It is announced that 89 Norwegian 
physicians—that is men educated for 
the profession in Norway—are now 
located In foreign countries. Most of 
them—66 in all—are practicing in 
America; 3 in China, 4 in South 
Africa and 8 in Congo. There is a 
Norwegian physician at Spitsbergen, 
and also l in New Zealand, the two 
places representing the extremes, 
north and south. 

* • • • 

Perhaps the most interesting event 
in Norway in September was the cele
bration of the fiftieth anniversary of 
the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Bjorn-
stjerne Bjornson. The event took 
place Sept. 11 at their country home, 
Aulestad, which is one of the inter
esting "show places" of Norway. 

This jubilee attracted worldwide 
attention, for Bjornstjerne Bjornson 
has long been recognised as one of 
the greatest men of his age, and his 
personality is so picturesque and 
striking that it has been enveloped in 
the glamour of romance. 

The festivities at the home of the 
venerable bridal couple were touching 
and impressive. Mrs. Bjornson ap
peared in bridal attire, with a golden 
wreath in her hair. When they* ap
peared in the reception room they 
were surrounded by their children and 
grandchildren and other near rela
tives. At 5 o'clock in the afternoon 
the guests began to appear. Speeches 
of congratulation were delivered by 
representatives of the government 
ment and of the county in which Aule
stad is situated. The poet himself ad
dressed a brief speech to his wife, 
which is said to be one of the most 
remarkable addresses the great man 
has ever delivered. 

Nearly 700 telegrams and other 
messages of good will were received 
by the bridal pair during the day — 
many of them coming from America. 
Several members of the royalty sent 
telegrams. Numerous precious gifts 
were also received. King Haakon 
and Queen Maud presented the ven
erable pair with a golden vase filled 
with costly flowers. 

SWEDEN. 

The stock company Lux of Stock
holm recently received an order 
through their agents in Yokohama, 
Japan, for a consignment of the fa
mous Swedish lux lights. The lights 
are for use in the lighthouses, the or
der being given by the Japanese gov
ernment. 

A movement has been started in 
church circles for a revision of the 
state church psalm book, the present 
book having been in use since 1819. 
The idea is 4o bring the book more in 
keeping with the thought of the times, 
as well as to enlarge it by the addi
tion of the best of the late hymns. 

Regis de Oliveira, the Brazilian en
voy, has arrived in Stockholm from 
London. It is thought that his visit 
is in connection with the establish
ment of a Brazilian consulship here. 
Senor Rego Barros, now of Bruxelles, 
is mentioned for the place. 

. . . . ' > 
• * • e 

The Vexlco Lecture association has 
been asked to avoid lectures by such 
speakers as put Into their lectures 
criticisms of the Christian religion 
and national patriotism. The request 
has caused considerable comment, 
«iomln> from the city authorities 

Princess Marguerite Murat and hei 
two younger brothers arrived at Gote-
borg from Stockholm recently and will 
spend a few weeks in the city and vi
cinity. 

A company capitalized at 15,000 
crowns has been organized at Gote-
borg to develop the idea of vegetable 
dyeing, and a dye works has already 
been established. 

The voluntary fire department of 
Umea has asked to be disbanded, this 
action bein-- taken because of the in
gratitude sh»wn the department by 
the community they served. 

A telegram from Simla, India, an
nounces that Sven Hedin is now ex
pected at that place at any time. The 
telegram states that he is in good 
health, but has recently lost most of 
his baggage in a fire. It is thought 
that he will give a lecture while in 
Simla. 

An athletic park was dedicated at 
Motals the middle of last month, the 
festivities being under the direction 
of Count Douglas. At the close of the 
program head director Sjoholm an
nounced that he would give the ath-
lethic association 1,000 crowns for the 
erection of a gymnasium in the park. 

The Danish steamer Lovenorn re
cently discovered near the entrance to 
Helsingore harbor the remains of an 
ancient ship that is supposed to date 
back to the year 1658. It is thought 
to be one of the Dutch fleet sunk in 
the battle with the Swedish fleet just 
outside of Kronberg, Oct. 29, 1658. 
An attempt will be made to raise the 
wreck because of its historical value. 

The proposed direct steamship line 
to America may not be established at 
this time. Minister Lagercrantz, after 
investigating the matter, doubts the 
fasibility of the plan, owing to the 
enormous capital needed to start the 
enterprise. A more wise plan, he' 
thought, would be a Danish-Swedish 
line, both countries to share equally 
in the expense of inaugurating a di
rect line to America. „ . _ . . M » 

: : : : •" • P- v 

Considerable attention has lately; 
been called to the laxness of lnspeo* 
tion of passenger steamers, many; 
such being allowed in service when 
poorly provided for the safety of its 
passengers. Capt. Johansson of the 
steamer Strangnas has called atten
tion to the insufficient apparatus for 
fire fighting, the lack of good life pre
servers, etc. Inspector Ljungguist is 
investigating the matter, and it may 
be that conditions will be remedied. 

The Christian Student Union ot 
Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Fin
land held a convention last month at 
Alengsas, over fifty delegates being 
present. The question of annual meet
ings each summer was discussed, but 
it was decided to have the first con
vention the summer of 1910 in Den* 
mark, and at this meeting the plan ot 
work of the union will be definitely 
settled. 

DENMARK. 

I - /.f&'V ^ 
<5 ' 

Col. Christian Frederick Holm ot 
the First Artillery regiment has been 
appointed major general and inspector 
of the field artillery, succeeding the 
late Gen. Raabye. 

• ; ; ; ; 

At a recent date ten young men 
were to be accepted as apprentices 
or students in the postoffice departt-
ment of the Danish government, and 
1000 applications were filed—100 for 
each place. 

Before this appears in print the 
Christensen ministry will have retired 
from office. This cabinet has had 
hard sledding and its retirement will 
mean a sigh of relief, not only from 
the ministers themselves, but also 
from the people of Denmark. It 
would seem that in forming his cabi
net Mr. Christensen made a very seri
ous blunder; namely, that he attached 
altogether too much importance to the 
political standing or popularity of the 
men to be selected for membership 
in the cabinet and too little attention 
to the fitness of the men for the posi
tions they were to fill. As we say la 
America, the Christensen ministry 
"played politics" too much and forgot 
to practice real statemanship. 

Of course the particular cause ot 
.the retirement of the Christensen min
istry is the celebrated Albert! scandal, 
which continues to be the most inter-
esting topic of conversation in th* 
country. 

• • • • 

Now that the various temperance 
organizations ot Denmark have held-
their annual meetings for 1908 it Is 
possible to get an idea of the strength 
of the temperance movement in th* 
country. The total membership of 
the temperance societies Is 105,009. 
TJiis is a very good showing, bat not 
up to that of Sweden or Norway. 
Sweden's societies have a total mess* 
bershlp of 500,000 and Norway's 2SS,* 
000. Even Finland is ahead ot Den
mark, having 125,000 people, in Its 
temperance organisations. 
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