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LOCKING THE BIRDS' WINGS. 

Thi» Trick Performed and Their Legs 
Bandaged Together, the Helpless 
Geese Are Ready, if Not Willing, Vic
tims For the Expert Pickers. 

"Yes." sukl a manufacturer and deal
er iu bud furnishings, "it is necessary 
that goose leathers should be taken 
from the live goose If we are to study 
tile health and comfort of people who 
think they must have feather beds and 
pillows. Dead goose feathers are not 
much better than husks to lie on and 
have not that great virtue of husks-
Wholesomeness. 

"They say it doesn't hurt a goose to 
pluck it. hilt it seems to me that one 
might as well say that it Wouldn't hurt 
U man to have his whiskers yanked out 
by the handful. The reason they give 
for believing a goose doesn't suffer 
when its leathers are being plucked j 
out of it is that it never squawks or 
S(]iieaks or makes a fuss while the 
plucking is going on. 

"Now, 1 believe it hurts a goose like 
the mischief U> have its leathers pulled 
out. coining as they tlo from the ten 
derest spots on its body, :iud the rea 
son the fowl doesn't ulter any protest 
prompted by pain is. according to the 
way 1 have sized geese up. because it 
is such a blame fool. A goose will 
squawk and elatier and cackle as if 'I 
were suffering more agony than a 
horse with ilie colic just at the mere 
sight of you. but if you corner it up 
and |ieit il with stones it seems to for
get that it lias a voice and will take 
all the punishment you give it without 
a further word. 

"The Pennsylvania Dutch farmers 
pluck geese today just the same as 
their forbears did time out of mind, 
and 1 don't know as there is any other 
way. It certainly couldn't be made 
any pleasatiter for the goose unless 
the plueker held chloroform or some
thing like that lo its nose while the 
plucking was going ou. The geese to 
be bereft of their feathers are lirst 
got together iu an iuelosure used for 
the purpose. The perspicacity of 
geese may be strikingly made known 
to you when they are being rounded 
up in such an iuelosure if there should 
happen to be a knothole in oue end of 
it. the door being at the other. That' 
door may be six feet high and three 
broad, but goose after goose will ig
nore it and try ils best to get through 
the kuothole. Induced, though, to try 
the door, every goose will bob its head 
down as it passes through for fear of 
knocking it against lhe top of the 
door jamb, six feet above. 

"There is a man or a boy in every 
neighborhood where geese are plucked 
who is an expert in getting the goose 
ready for the process. Not every one 
can do that. The wings of the goose 
have to be locked together by a pecul
iar arrangement of tiie two near the 
shoulder, and, while they are not tied 
or fastened in any oilier way. the lock 
is such that no goose can unlock it. 
The goose's feet are tied together with 
a broad band of soft niusliu. Then it 
is ready for the plueker. 

"The pluckers. who are almost al
ways women, go among the geese with 
their heads and faces entirely covered 
with hoods fastened around the neck 
with a shirr string. There are holes in 
the hoods for the eyes and also at the 
nose to supply fresh air for breathing 
From the ueck down the pickers are 

.covered with a glazed muslin garment 
to which tio feather or down will cling 
The pluckers will sit on low stools 
around a large and perfectly dry tub. 
Each takes in her lap a goose made 
helpless by its interlocked wings and 
bound legs and with rapid plying of 
her lingers separates the feathers from 
it. This is done with such skill, though, 
that the p tucker rarely breaks the 
goose's skin or causes blood to follow 
the pluekit.g out of a feather. The air 
is constantly tided with the light feath 
ers during the plucking, but they set 
tie into the tub at last. 

"Hut there isn't as much call for the 
goose to undergo this raping of its 
feathers as there u<ed to be. Not one 
pound of goose leathers is used today 
where there were t i f ty pounds twenty-
five years ago. Odd as it may seem, 
asthma and hay fever long ago began 
to have a good deal to do with decreas
ing the demand for feather beds and 
pillows. It was discovered that asth
ma and hay fever had an atlinity for 
such couches and head rests: that 
nothing would start an asthmatic off 
for a cheerful night's wheezing so 
quickly as a feather bed. This discov
ery spread, and the goose owes a great 
deal of its later day comfort to the 
asthma."—Detroit Free Press. 

At On* Tim* H* Waa Mm** Useful 
Than Ornamental. 

Do you know bow "the best man." 
who plays so important a part to mar
riages tbat hare any pretense to be 
fashionable, once upon a time in Swe
den occupied a position tbat was use
ful as well as ornamental? 

In olden days the Swedish bride
groom found it desirable, in fact, to 
have several "best meu" to defend 
biui from the assaults of rivals and 
prevent theiu from carrying away his 
bride. The Scandinavian warrior of 
ancient' times was far too lofty in his 
ideas to condescend to plead for a 
maiden's hand. So he patiently wait
ed until some other man who was 
more gallant had obtained the fair 
one's consent. 

Then when all the details had been 
nicely arranged the proud warrior, 
with a body of well trained retainers, 
dashed down on the wedding party 
and. if strong enough, carried away 
the bride. 

The "best men" (and it was very es
sential that they should be the best 
men in those days! therefore became 
necessary fixtures to marriage cere
monies, and they were so well esteem
ed and their popularity became so per
manent that when the reason for their 
existence was in course of time re
moved thev were still retained.—Pear
son's Weekly. 

A HARD WORKER. 

His Soiled Appearance Brought Him a 
Raise In Salary. 

The eccentric proprietor of a large 
newspaper iu London had a way of j  ond a man has got to have something 
appearing in the composing and press j  of f l  gymnastic training and some cir 

ATOP THE FREIGHT .TRAIN. 
Walking the Cars a Hair Ral^ingEx-

pericne* For a N<nrtc*. 
There came over the as J sat in the 

caboose that eveuiug a wild desire to 
ride with the engineer in the cab 
Planning to slip ahead aloug the Jialf 
mile or so of train at the first stop, I 
made i>nown my desire to our con
ductor over that part of the run. . 

"They'll be glad to see you." be tolfr 
me. "You won't have auy trouble get-
tin'. there. It's a mild evenin'." He 
swung open the window of the lookout 
and called to his rear brakeman. "lini-
mie, run along with this here party " 
Jiwmie pulled me through the window 
of the lookout before I clearly realized 
the entire plan. 

It was a slippery path over the roofs 
of sixty cars to the big engine that 
was pulling us. and the -wind that 
swept in from the shores of the ice
bound lake, along which the tracks ran 
for many miles, snapped sharply over 
those car roofs. Jimmie hung on to 
bis, lantern with one baud, to his con
voy with the other. Long miles over 
those slippery car roofs had taught 
him to regard it as no very serious 
business. 

"This ain't nothin'." was his assur
ance. "It sometimes gets nasty when 
We get down to zero,an' a blizzard 
comes a-rippin' from off over the lake. 
Sometimes you have to get down an 
crawl on all fours. It wouldn't be 
much fun to lie swept off the tops of 
those cars." 

There was no disputing that, nor 
that the three lengthwise planks at 
the gable of the car roofs were not 
wide promenades. You jump from one 
to another to cross from car to car. 
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rooms at the most unexpected times, j cus as well as railroad blood in hi-
aud as his visits often resulted iu a 
general shakeup of the working forces 
of the paper ihe.v were awaited with 
fear and trembling by the employees. 

One time one of the pressmen, an 
excellent workman,, who had been 

veins to do it many times without 
dropping into one of the hideous dark 
abysses between them. 

A hand out of the dark slapped me 
In t hf face. "Drop." said Jimmie. and. 
fearing possibly that I might not obey. 

there many years, but was sometimes i he pulled me flat down upon the ca 
guilty of a lapse of sobriety, had a 
black eye and was in a quandary as to 
what excuse he should offer if the pro
prietor noticed it. 1-ty a sudden inspi
ration he seized an ink roller and 
daubed some ink on his face, quite 
covering the discoloration. Presently 
the governor came in and. with the 
foreman, went through the room, com
menting oil every detail and looking 
very sharply at every workman. 
When about to leave he suddenly 
pointed to the inky pressman aud said. 
"What is that man's name?" 

The man quaked in his shoes until 

roof. 
"That was a 'telltale, '  " he explained, 

and before 1 could ask further we 
Were in a short reach of a tunnel, and j 
I  understood. We were whirled i 
through that tunnel like a naekiige in I 
a tube, and if we had raiseVour arms |  
we could have touched the flying roof j 

of the bore. The smoke lay heavy in j 

the place. It filled our eyes and nos- j 
trils. j 

"Not real nice," said Jimmie cheerily, j 
"Hut no danger in the holes, save now 
and then an icicle gets a crack at your 
nut. You see, there ain't much use in 

he heard the governor continue slowly:; arguiu' the matter after that 'telltale' 
"1 want you to give that man 5 shil
lings a week more wages. He is the 
only man in the room who looks as if 
he had been working."—London 'Tele
graph. 

Bird's Sense of Direction. 
The migratory instinct in birds is 

Combined with another equally myste
rious. that of the sense of direction. A 
gentleman engaged iu seientilic re
search work for the fishery board on 
board the government steamboat Gold 
fceeker recorded a very interesting ob
servation he made of this characteris
tic of migratory bird life. An oyster 
catcher that was being buffeted by a 
head wind in its eastern flight across 
the North sea toward the continental 
shores alighted on the boat. It took 
kindly to the attention paid to it so 
long as the boat kept its easterly 
course, but when the course of the 
boat was altered a few points to the 
northward the bird immediately show
ed signs of uneasiness aud after an 
apparent consideration of its bearings 
flew into the darkness of the night on 
its eastbound course. The alteration 
in the boat's course was revealed to 
those who were watching the bird only 
when the compass was examined.— 
Scotsman. 

strikes you. 
Harper's. 

-Kdward Hungerford in 

PARIS RAGPICKERS. 

Norway's Many Meals. 
Among the well to do in Norway the 

frequency of meals and lighter re 

An Occupation That Is Passed Along 
From Father to Son. 

The ragpickers of I 'aris are born to 
their work, the occupation being pass
ed from father to sou for generations. 
Each ragpicker family has its own dis
trict. which is inherited by the chil
dren and grandchildren. 

In spite of all the progress made iu 
modern and elegant Paris barrels of 
waste are piled up on the streets in 
front of many buildings on beautiful 
boulevards iu the early morning hours, 
and it is the privilege and in fact the 
mission of the ragpickers to examine 
this refuse. 

They have use for everything, aud 
but little is left after they have passed, 
their thoroughness being one reason 
why the system is still allowed. Ev
ery scrap of paper has its market; 
rags are gathered for paper manufac
turers; 6hoes go back to leather deal
ers. 

Old sardine and preserved meat tins 
are used for making playthings, old 
bones produce gelatin and glue, lem
ons and orange peels are greatly 
sought after and sold at the rate of a 
cent a pound to perfume and sirup 
manufacturers, old metals are highly 

freshinents is something startling, at prized, cigar stubs go to tobacco fac
tories, and even stale vegetables are 
carted away. 

The quarters of the ragpickers of 
Paris are just outside the confines of 

least to the average American—break
fast at 9. dinner at 3. coffee at 8:30. 
regular tea. with many dishes, in Eng
lish style, at 4:30. supper at 7. and at 
11 nature is finally fortified with fur-' the city—sections carefully avoided by 
ther nutriment for the long, radiant ! most people who do not belong to the 
night. These long, radiant nights, by ; Eui'd. Every member of the faniilj. 
the way. are a constant peril to Chris- • from the oldest to the three-year-old. 
tiania. They encourage many forms of ! takes part in the sorting of the spoils. 
dissipation and Immorality, much as 
the corresponding darkness of the long 
winter brings in its train a certain sor
did depression, both mental and phys
ical.—Caroline Thurber in Century. 

and it often happens that members of 
a family die either from poisoning 
from stale food or from a cut from 
one of the tins.—Popular Mechanics. 

"A Nine Days' Wonder." 
The memorable reign of Lady Jane 

Grey is said to have given rise to the 
phrase "A nine days' wonder." Lady 

Stage Fright. 
"They tell me your husband has be

come one of the easiest and most 
graceful after diuner speakers iu the . Jane was proclaimed queen of Eng-
city. 1 understand he has no end of land July 10. 1553, four days after the 
engagements." j death of Edward VI. After the lapse 

"Yes. and I have to sit up and give. of a period of nine days, on July 19. 
him a good dinner after every one of she relinquished her title to the crown 

She Had Enough. 
As Mrs. May of Birchdale Corners 

was leaving the exhibition hall of the 
county fair a man stepped out of a 
booth and accosted her. 

"Won't you enter." said be. "and see 
the startling spenthariscopic scintilla 
tions of radium ?" 

Mrs. May shook her head—with a 
smile. however, for she is courteous if 
aot scientific. 

"I'm obliged to you." she said, "but 
my bag is chock full of samples now " 
—Youth's Companion. 

Made Very Clear. 
Tommy—Pop. which is correct. "1 

•hall" or "I will?" Tommy's Pop-
It depend* on the sex. my son. A man 
•ays "I shall" and a woman says "I 
Wilt"—Philadelphia Record. 

them." 
"After every banquet?" 
"Yes. When he knows they are go

ing to call on him to speak he's always 
too scared to eat."—New York Journal 

Wrong Method. 
He breathed his vow. yet still she re

garded him with disdain. 
"It is from my heart of heartsP' be 

protested. 
"Where did you go to school that 

you breathe from your heart pf hearts 
rather than from your diaphragm?" 
she demanded severely.—Puck. 

Make ywar 
BeoJonson. 

life yoor motmment-

- tti 

8UCCCM. 
Some men act upon the principle 

tbat in order to be successful In busi
ness it is always necessary to compel 
other people to wait In the anteroom. 
—Exchange. 

thus terminating her reign in the short 
space of a week and a half. A noted 
English historian says. "Thus we come 
to the end of the diary of that short 
and troubled reign that from its 
length is said to have given rise to the 
now (1C20) popular phrase, 'A nine 
days' wonder.'" 

A Social War. 
"See here, old man. eveiy titne my 

wife orders a gown your wife orders 
two gowns." > 

"Yes?" -
"Whereupon my wife goes your wife 

one better." 
"Well?" 1 . 
"Can't we arbitrate this matter V— 

Pittsburg Post. 

Happy are the miseries that «d ta 
Jar.-German Proverb. 

That Kind of a Flower. I 
Ella—Tbat red beaded girl ta always 

oo the go. bat she la the flower of the 
family. Stella—A sort of "Crimson 
Rambler."—New York Preaa. 
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IN PEMBINA 

Pine, Oak, Poplar, Dimension, Surfaced, Planed and 
Matched Lumber in all varieties to make a well-stock yard. 

Shingles, Lath, Flooring, 
Siding, 2 and 3 ..k ank, 

Bridge Lumber and Heavy Di
mension for Barns a Specialty 

f^EFORE you build that Granary or Barn, I 

would like to show you my materials and quote 

you prices. Lumber is cheaper now than it will 

be another year. 

grip. I AM NOT IN THE TRUST. 

The TRUST is tightening its 

Agency for the Celebrated 

Corrugated Steel Cul-
m r/\ mt« which when Capability and Durability are taken into 

* 9 consideration are far cheaper than wood or tiling. 

The same company have designed and sell THE BEST GRANARY. 
It is of the same construction as the Culverts, galvanized-non-rust steel, circular 

with steel top and bottom and holds TOO to 1,000 bushels. RAIN, RAT, 

FIRE and almost BURGLAR PROOF. Can be hauled anywhere, and 

they cost but little more than a wooden building of the the same size. 

Wood Fiber Plaster 
Kelly Island Lime 
Portland Cement 
Best Roofing|Felt in 

Come in and talk it over with us. 

at^the office of £the1 

- SrfVst 

»t.W 

-If 

% 
•ir ^ fW 

* c 

" FMNk C. MYRICX Sr, 
^ * .. . • . . 

4 '  1 

\ / 

'ft 
•v 

h 
fi ill 


