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Paid Up Capital, Rest & Undivided Profits 
Total Assets Over 
ll^T VH. ''Mi X • 

* 7,618,167 
$46,000,000 
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Money transmitted to any point in the world by 

BANK DRAFT 

TELEGRAPHIC TRANSFER 
:Y  CABLE TRANSFER. 'k:Y 

Emerson Branch. . R. G. MASTERTON, Mgr. 

Official Directory 
U S Senators I A J Grotina 

i P J McCumber 
U S Represen-(1> B Hanna 

tatives |HT Helsreson 
Governor—John Burke 
Lieutenant' Governor—U LBurdick 
Secretary of Srate—P d Norton 
State Treasurer—Gunder Olson 
State Auditor—D R Briirhtbill 
Attorney General—Andrew Miller 
Railroad Com-1 4.PN Anderson 

missloners W H Mann 
: W H Stutsman, 

Supt ot Pub Inst—E J Taylor 
Com of Insurance—W C Taylor 
Com Atrr Se Labor—W C Gilbreath 

IDE Moraran 
O J Fiek 

Judjter of Supreme .B p Spalding 
Court ET Burke 

J E B Goss 
Tudsre 7th Jud. Dist—W J Kneeshaw 

STATE SENATORS 
lnt Dist—Judson LaMoure, Pembina 
2d Dist—Christ Ganssle. St Thomas 

REPRESBNTATIVES 
j ChasEdwards Drayton 

1st District IJ J O'Connor St Joseph 
2nd District—H Geieer Hamilton 

COUNTY OFFICIALS 
StateB Attorney—W m McMurchie 
Clerk of Court—J D Winlaw • 
Sheriff—IJ Foster 
Auditor—Wm. W- Felson 
Treasurer—J R Gibson 
Register of Deeds—Geo Roadhouse 
County Judge—H G Vick 
Surveyor—Herman Campbell 
Supt of Schools—Isabella A Burley 
Coroner—Dr F M Burrows 
Public Adinin'f—Elis Thorwaldson 

fist—A B Purdy. Joliette • 
County. 
Com'rs 

2nd—J K-Olafson, Gardar 
3rd—N Matheson, Crystal 

Jos Eorin, Neche 
I Morrison P 
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F. A. Wardwell. G. G. Thompson 

WASSinU k THOX7SOV 

HOW HONEY 
WAS SPENT 

Each/Member of the Drainage 

Board Draws $19 Per Mile 

for Overseeing Drain 34. 

Commissioners 
Proceedings 

MSi-'" 
Mlssr# MgUhf 

Whereas request has been made to 
the board of county commissioners in 
and for the county of Pembina and state 
of North Dakota that isueh board ex
amine into the coBt of said drain no. 34, 
Pembina county, North Dakota, and as
certain whether the assessments for 
benefits on account of said drain exceed 
the cost of construction. 

The undersigned, members of the 
board of county commissioners, there
fore proceeded this 30th. day of October, 
1912, to examine the record of disburse
ments as kept and entered by the drain
age board in connection with said drain 
34, upon such examination it was found 
that warrants aggregating the following 
sums had already been issued for work 
in connection with such drain, to-wit-
Drain Commissioners and v.'v 

clerk's services....A 1762 85 
Right of ways 1567 70 
Publication fees 32 00 
Bridges; 1978 10 
Execavation and construction 

work.. 4375 00 
Lumber for stakes and, etc..«29 03 
Engineemfees, surveying....:,. 585 10 

Total disbursements 19329 68 
From further examination it waa found 

that the drainage board levied an assess
ment of 115134. OQ payable in four annual 
installments of 18,781.00 eaoh year, on 
lands benefited by said drainand that 
three of said installments the sum of 
lWWWO had already been extended on 
the tax lists and thatll»greateeportion 

Whereas, it is the opinion of under-
: signed t* at there is sufficient funds al-
! ready collected or about to be collected 
. from the three installments already ex-
j tended on tax lists to cover outstanding 
j warrants, or warrants about to be issued, 
| in connection with said drain 34, and 
that there is no need of having the 
fourth installment of 93,781.00 extended 
on ihe tax lists for the year of 1912. 

Nowthorefore, we hereby recommend 
that the drainage board examine into 
the cost of the construction of said drain 
34 and that if such drainage board find 
the above statement to be true that they 
proceed forthwith to authorize and em
power county auditor to cancel the 
fourth assessment of $3,781.00 which he 
was instructed to extend on the tax lists 
for the year 1912 and that such county 
auditor not extend same. 

It is further ordered that a copy of 
these findings be filed with drainage 
board and that a copy of same be also 
furnished to the publishers of the 
Pioneer Express published at Pembina, 
North Dakotp. 

Dated at Cavalier, North Dakota this 
30th. day of October£1912. 

JOSEPH MORRISON, 
Chairman 

JOHN K. OLAFSON, 
A. B. PURDY. 

Attest: 
Wm . W. PELSON, County Auditor. 

THE COST OP DRAINAGE. 

We present in this issue the totals of 
the cost of drain no. 34. They hardly 
need criticism on our part. The figures 
speak louder than words. Any and every 
taxpayer oan see for himself. He does 
not need to be a mathematician or a civil 
engineer to see bow the money is spent. 

But we will call attention to a few 
items that occur to us as excessive, 
though by this we do not mean as 
necessarily dishonest. 

The drain is approxiamtely ten miles 
long with its branch to - McArthur. 
There are no natural obstacles along the 
way. *The greater part of the drain is 
either over practically level prairie or is 
in the bed of the Iceland coulee. This 
is shown by the amount of cubic yards 
of earth which the engineer's report 
shows to be removed. 

On this estimate, and by this contract 
for digging, it shows that the expense 
for the real work of digging was about 
9500. per mile, hence the costs of survey
ing and supervision should have no 
extraordinary items. 

But wo find that the cost ot survey 
was 9614., while the bills of the drain 
board and clerk amount to 9762. or 961. 
and 972 a mile respectively. That is to 
say, while the actual digging cost 9500. 
Iper mile the survey and supervision cost 
together 9137. per mile, or that the cost 
of the latter two is over 25 per cent of 
the former. 

This tyrther means that each member 
of the drain board including the clerk, 
have received (if the total were divided 
equally) the sum of 9190. for services in 
connection with the drain, or 919 per 
mile per member. 

PATS GOOD SALARY. ' 

We have no means of knowing at 
present just how the board divides up 
the expenses betweeu the various drains 
that come before them far action. They 
certainly consider several different drains 
at the same session at times. But if 
there happened to be four or more drains 
being constructed at onoe it ia evident 
that at the rate of 9760. per drain tha 
the board would derive as largo an in-
oom,e as some of the other county officials. 

BBAIWS AND OULTUBB OOME<HTGH. 

Of ooume in both theae cases we know 
that we are paying a large part of the 
fees beoause of the education and brains 
needed tor the work of survey and super-
vfaiioBii and we also know that braina 

oon m nrnroDUAt. V 
Opuidattag thai K laqp part ot tha 

^ «orkia<Ma fai hi* bar 

himself alone, then 910. a day woukx 
about the average daily cost of hit iar-
vey. _ 

In the case of the drain board of three 
members and clerk, the latter doin| 
large part of the work in his offico, then 
920. a day ought to be a fair daily 
average when working all together. 

At these rates, then the engineer m^ist 
have spent about a week in surveying 
each mile of drain No. 34, at a survey 
cost of 960. per mile or 910. a day. 

Also, that at 920. a day for the whi 
board of four members, the whole boa£d 
must have put in a total of about thirty-
eight days for the whole ditch, or nearly 
four days at a codt of about 975. for ea^h 
one mile of said drain. 

THE PUBLIC SHOULD PAY FOR BRIDGES. 

The item of 91,978.10; for bridges, to 
us, seems utterly wrong Why local tax
payers who pay for the drain, should 
also be compelled to pay for the bridges 
is a mystery. Even on the question of 
benefits, there is no good foundation fbr 
such assessment. It is true, perhaps, 
that if the drain was not constructed 
that no bridges would be needed, but it 
is also true that at nearly every point 
where such bridges are made that the 
township would necessarily have to have 
culverts if no drain was there. Also, and 
in particular cases, the drain is largely 
a'township benefit. This drain as we 
said is really but opening up of a natural 
water course, the Iceland coulee. Fop 
a distance of from three to six miles oil 
either side it forms an outlet for the 
surplus water that collects, or will collect 
when highways are made, in the high-' 
way drains running east and west in 
Pembina, Joliette and Carlisle townships. 
It now forms the only outlet for such-
surplus waters for probably sixty or 
seventy square miles of territory—while 
the asse3ament is made to pay for this 
outlet on about twenty-two square miles. 

The McArthur branch of this drain of 
about three miles is on the highway., 
When the drain is extended south as it 
eventually will be, it will drain a very 
large amount more of oountry through 
the intersecting highway ditches. 

DRAINS ARE PUBLIC BENEFIT8. 

That even local drains are a public 
benefit need not be argued; That a lead
ing deep drain to catch the flow from 
highway ditches does more to make 
good roads than any other one thing is 
also apparent. Throughout the whole 
county in oases other than drain bridges 
the county builds all bridges of more 
than two hundred dollars cost. 

It occurs to this writer if the local fax-
payers build the drain that the benefits 
to the township and to the public gener 
ally are sufficient that the cost of the 
bridges should be paid by the public, 
One would think that if the local tax
payers do build the bridges and the 
drain that they would have some owner
ship in them, but it seems that both are 
handed over to the ooiinty. In other 
words three men are empowered to ar
bitrarily construct drains and bridges, 
asess such benefits as they please to 
local property, audit their own accounts, 
and hand the work over to the county 
when done (or not done as proven in one 
case) without any taxpayer being allow
ed to appeal to any court for relief. 

What do you think about it Mr. Tax
payer? 

NOT FIXING BLAME. * . 

In the discussion we are not attempt
ing to place blame on anybody in par
ticular, we are only stating facts as they 
appear to be. But that the whole thing 
is wrong, is 9vident. We believe the law 
is wrong, we believe the supreme court 
is wrong, and anybody knows that it is 
wrong to charge as much and more for 
the survey and drain board and other 
expenses as for the actual work. 

KILL8 ALL DRAIN PROJECTS. 

And the worst feature is that it hind
ers, deters and disoourages the drainags 
that is the only salvation for parts Of 
this county, and is of so great a benfit to 
every quarter seotion in the county. ,)•« , 

^Tho wants to have a drain dug near 
his farm when it appears by the original 
estimate of the drain board that it will 
post 915,000. to dig a 95,000. ditch? "/• •• 

A. E. Lindstrom has sold the Langdon 
Republican of which he has been editor 
*nd publisher for fourteen years. He 
owns a large farm near Minnewaukac 
which takes up all his attention. With 
Mr. Linstrom's retirement go many 
pleaeant memories of fraternal friend
ship and social intercourse. The Re
publican has been one of the most suc
cessful of state weeklies and one of the 
ablest conducted. The new proprietors 
are Messrs. B. E. Grome and M. I. Fork-
ner. The former was formerly county 
superintendent and the latter has been 
for many years the able assistant ot Ed
itor Lindstrom. 

The newspapers are saying that Ram
sey county (Devils Lake) is full of iron. 
We hope this is not irony, but the real 
thing. People have known long ago 
that that section was full of something 
but usually had another name for .it, 
more appropriate to the Lake. 

County News 

•m. 

Automobile tor Sale. 
Owing to the necessity of having next 

year's model as sample car my four pas
senger, thirty-six horse Mitchell is for 
sale. It is in as good condition and 
looks as well as the day it was reoeived 
last spring, but equipped with many ex; 
tras hot oh the car then, including ex
tra tires. Aq exoellent opportunity tf 
get a high prioed oar oheap. 

* 7  ̂" G. Q. THOMPSON, J u 

Mitchell agent for Pembina and vicinity 
. •>; . 1 Vi . f 

64 head of sheep for sale. Well bred 
and in good oonditioa. Iaqoiie of 

G. O. THOMPSON, 
Can#MI Mm PkH* 

is back 4Bd wffl have hfc 
. Safcurday. A* Sa 

remainder it tlks -ttea. 
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Neche band boys are practicing for a 
concert. 

Mrs. W. Watts ofLeroy is recover
ing from a long and serious illness. 

Indridi Sigurdson, a former resident 
of Edinburg, died at Amelia, Sask. last 
week. 

Miss Thordis Samuelson and Steindor 
Olafson were married at Gardar on Nov. 
6th. 

I. E. Mussel, one of the pioneer resi
dents of Drayton is in the hospital there 
and after a serious operation is recover
ing. 

Mrs. Deacon and Mrs. Cameron of St. 
Vincent were visiting with Chas. Le 
Masurier and family at Drayton last 
week. 

Mrs. J. M. Ferch of Neche was taken 
to Minneapolis for an operation which 
was succesafuly performed and she is re
covering. 

Cashier LePage of the Walhalla 
National Band was recently operated on 
for appendicitis at Grafton and is re
covering. 

Rev. James Opie of St. Thomas left 
fof. England last week to see a sick 
brother. He expects to return about 
Christmas. 

Mr. and Mrs. D. R Beggs of Hamilton 
have issued invitations to the marriage of 
their daughter Mies Mary Jane to Daniel 
Kippen on Nov. 26th. 

. County Commissioner Morin told the 
Chronicle at Cavalier last week that he 
had 200 acres of grain still unthreshed 
on his Manvel farm in Walsh county. 

John Swit'zer of Neche was called to 
Berwick last week on account of the ill
ness of his daughter Lena, and on Thurs
day word was received that she was 
dead. 
; C. H. Asselstine who moved to Bis-
mark from Hamilton some years ago is 
visiting old friends there. He now lives 
at Carman, Manitoba but still owns land 
near Hamilton. 
I George Hicks left for his home in 
Golden dale, Wash, last week after being 
delayed at Neche for two months on 
Account of bad weather interfering with 
threshing. 
| 
, W.u. R Newell of North Yakima, 
Wask., sent a carload of apples grown 
Upon his ranch to E. R. Pratt of Cavalier 
last week. Mr. Newell was a former 
Resident of Hensel. He is making a 
success of fruit culture. 

Edward Pack and Miss Janette Louise 
Symington were married at the residence 
(if William Pack on Nov. 14th. Mrs. 
Wallace Gainer Bister of the bride was 
the attendant. Mrs. Pack is the daugh
ter of James Symington of Neche. 
They will reside on the J. P. Hicks farm 
near Neche. 

John Stadelman, a former resident 
and pioneer of the Cavalier locality,died 
at Spokane last week. Mr Stadelman 
jvhen a resident of this county took a 
prominent part on political matters and 
ferved one term in the legislature. He 
has been suffering from paralysis for 
bout a year. Mrs. William Burns of 
avalier is a daughter of the deoeased. 
Mr. Narcisse Hebert of Cavalier who 

is now about 87 years of age was quite 
Ql for a oouple of weeks b ut is much 
better. - Mr. Hebert first came to Pem
bina before he settled on his Cav-
alier bomeetead and the writer can well 
remember that time. He has proved 
f}he Of the best of the old pioneere and 
has rkiaed a large and very fine family, 
^fay <he live many years yet to enjoy the 
harvest of his life time labors. 
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Thanksgiving week) we expect some J 
* garden stuff, which we think will go'good X 
J with your regular Thanksgiving dinner, such <§• 
J as lettuce, fresh ripe tomato's, celery, rad- • 

ish$ young onions, parsnips, also pine ap- ^ 
X ple» cranberries, bananas, grapes, and ap- ? 
+ pies by box or barrel. J 
J Special low cash prices on grocries 4. 
J for one week only. ^ 
X * 
+ 16 lbs granulated sugar,$ 1.00 * 
1100 lbs " $5.001 
+ 25c can baking powder 20c 
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Plctar* Pramlag. ^ 
I am prepared to do aH kinda ot pict-

a 

* 
* 
* 
ft 

* 

* 
* 

10c t 
t All canned goods 10 pr ct off % 
* Apples per box $1.60 J 

do barrel $4.50 to $5.50 f 
T 
+ 

• 25c Silver Flake oat meal 20c 
| 25c chocolate 

4 Cranberries per quart 
* 15c fancy dried peaches 
115c raisins and currants 
J 12*c do do 
T 

20c 
10 c 
1 1 c  

12*c 

4-
• 

* 
• 
* 
* 

• Bananas 
• T 

******• **» *4.*4"** 5 
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Large grape fruit 
Oranges - . 

Ready for 
business 

If you are ever tempted to bay goods by 
mail do~this instead, viz: 

a Come to the store with your*temptation, Tf its a.Watch, 
or Ring, or* Chain, or Broach, or whatever it is, put our values 
alongside of what the mail ordersjhouses offers. It isn't likely 
that after you do that you will have the slightest desire to send 
your money away. Because you will have no reason for doing 
So. Try it"and see. We match all prices and certainly quality 
and everything else, 

FINE REPAIRING A SPECIALTY. 

M. H. MILLERS;.,,.. 

m i u m i m i i i h m i n m  n m m m m m m i i n  

| Amenia Elevator Company, 
• PEMBINA, N. 0. . . 

L UNI B E R 
, , ... ' 
-:fs Estimates furnished on contracts for building materia!. Goods 

; ̂ ."delivered on short notice to any part of the city., 4-\ || 
Feed grinding at any time. • PHONE 4. '1^-. ' 

mil  i i m i i i i  

't 
.'Spyr™ 

Gall and see our Droifr 
Top, 10 year guaranteed. 
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