
Transportation Brotherhood
Make Statement Regarding Demands. Strike Vote Now

Being Taken Throughout the Country. Brotherhood
Object to Arbitration, As It Is Almost Impossible to
Get Impartial Arbitrators, Who Are Familiar With
the Technicalities of the Problem.

Cleveland, O. In an effort to make
their position clear to the public, the
Transportation Urothcrhoods have is-

sued the following statement relative to
the conference between the Employes'
Committee and the Railway Managers,
recently held in New York City:

The Employes' Committee met the Rail-
way Managers' Committee and presented
their demands for an eight-ho- work-
day, with a penalty for overtime, of time
and a half pay.

The Managers' Committee refused to
grant these demands and did not submit
any definite counter-propositio- n to the
employes.

The managers did discuss what they
termed a "tentative proposal," which did
not take into consideration the plain
fact that freight train crews are piece-
workers and they are paid to perform
a certain definite service of moving a
train from one end of a division to the
other, and when thev have performed
this piece-wor- k they have done what
they were paid to do, regardless of
whether it was done in less than eight
hours.

What the men want is a chance to
perform this piece-wor- k in all cases in
eight hours or less.

Having no penalty for the use of over-
time, the railroad companies now use
the men continuously from twelve to
twenty hours.

The Interstate Commerce Commission
has no authority under the law to regu-
late wages of employes any more than
it has to regulate the price of steel rails
and other supplies purchased by the
railroad companies. Therefore any in-

vestigation made by the Interstate Com-
merce Commission into the subject of
wages would come to naught, for the rea

IXDUSTKY'S TKHKIMjE TOIL.

Harrisburg, Pa. From January 1 to
June 1 oft thjs ,yeat; 802 men) were, killed
in industrial establishments in this State.
As a result of this slaughter, ."n women
were made widows, 1,109 children were
robbed of a father and I!" dependent
parents lost a breadwinner. Of the 8G2
men killed, .'il." were unmarried. The
total compensation awarded is $742,- -
!)(i2.7B.

UXiOXIST OKI'S HESUIiTS.

Springfield, 111. Organized labor's
lcprcscntativc on the Hoard of Educa-
tion, R. E. Woodmansec, has secured a
pledge from the contractor that the
$100,000 high, school building will be
erected by union labor. Mr. Wood-
mansec has been a member of the board
for eight years and has served as secre-
tary of the Springfield Federation of La-b- oi

for the past fourteen years. Through
his efforts public school teachers have
secured salary increases on three dif-
ferent occasions.
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son that the commission has no power
to settle the matter.

Under the Ncwlands' Arbitration Law,
it is distinctly provided that arbitration
can be set in operation "when a strike
is threatened."

No man has a right to say that a
"strike is threatened" until the result of
the strike vote, now being taken, is as-

certained. The will of the employes
must be known before a strike can be
threatened.

If the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion would assume the responsibility of
agreeing that the demands of the men
should bemet it would clearly be up to
the commission to provide the means for
meeting any increased cost of operation.

The railways, of course, would like to
put the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion under this obligation to grant in-

creased freight rates.
If it is right and proper for the freight

train employes to go into an arbitration
as to whether they shall be worked ex-
cessive hours and as to what thev shall
sell their labor for, then it would only
be consistent for the railway car and
engine builders and railway supply deal-
ers to agree to arbitrate with the rail-

roads as to the price the railroads should
pay for these things.

The principal objection, however, of
the employes to arbitration would be on
the ground of the'iuability to secure im-

partial arbitrators who were sufficiently
acquainted with the technicalities of a
problem of this kind.

Tn a previous arbitration between the
employes and the companies, the man
who was acting as neutral arbitrator was
a corporation lawyer representing large
vested interests, owners of railroad se-

curities, and who had appeared in nu-

merous cases as Attorney of Record for
the Standard Oil Company.
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TKAMSTHHS MAKK OA1XS.

Ilolyoke, Mass. Teamsters' Union
No,, .signed, years'
tract with coal companies in this city.
The union demanded an increase of $2
a week, a reduction in hours from 'ten
to nine, and other betterments. It was
finally agreed that the contract include
one-ha- lf the demands this year and the
other half during 1917.

HKAWilOHTS FOlt KXOIXKS.

Washington. Railroad locomotives in
road service between sunset and sunrise
arc required by an Interstate Commerce
Commission order to have a headlight
sufficiently powerful to enable persons
in the locomotive cab to see an object
the size of a man a distance of 1,000
feet or more ahead in normal weather
conditions.

The order is made applicable to all
locomotives put in service after October
10, 1910, and to others given general
overhauling before that time. All en-

gines now in service must be equipped
with the lights not later than 1920.

JKKKKV CAIU'KXTICHS COXFKH.

Newark, N. J. The State branch of
the lirothcrhood of Carpenters held a
well-attend- meeting in this city re-

cently. Delegates from all sections of
the State reported that working condi-
tions of this craft were being steadily
improved through agitation and organ-
ization.

KTKKKT CAIt STK1KK KX1S.

Pine Bluff, Ark. The street car
strike in this city came to an end when
the company promised to reinstate eight
men discharged because they joined the
Amalgamated Street Car Men's Union.
Company officials announce that they
have not recognized the union, but the
workers seem satisfied with the com-
pany's pledge not to discriminate.

The workers say the company has
been forced to recognise the union's
fighting power.

OI'I'OSK SUNDAY hu IIOIC.

San Francisco. A committee appoint-
ed by the state federation of butcher
workmen is preparing a' bill to submit
to the next legislature which will make
it unlawful to offer for sale any fresh
or salt meats on Sunday.

These workers say that in many
smaller towns of the state meat markets
are open seven days in the week and
rest for the meat cutter is impossible.
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LAST OF MINERS RELEASED

Walscnbcrg, Col. Eight union miners,
connected with what is known as the
La Vcta case, have been released from
the Walscnbcrg jail on nominal bond by
Judge J. C. Wiley.

These are the last of the many miners
who have been confined in prison be-

cause of charges growing out of the min-
ers' strike. The released strikers have
been in iail for two years and seven
months and their admittance tobail is a
clear indication that state officials have
abandoned their savage persecution of
organized miners in southern Colorado.

1 he eight men were arrested because
of the shooting of a mine foreman and
strike guards, November 8, 1013. It was
shown that the latter were in an auto-
mobile and opened fire on the strikers.
The miners returned the fire and killed
four. At the trial they pleaded

and the jury acquitted them in
18 minutes after a trial that lasted two
months. The men were immediately ar-

rested on information filed by Attorney
General Farrar.

Last March Judge Essex of the Pueblo
district court ordered the release of the
prisoners, but they were again arrested
by Earrar and confined in the Walscn-
bcrg jail without trial or opportunity to
give bond until released by order of
Judge Wiley.

It is believed this incident marks the
complete collapse of the coal operators
and state officials' plan to "railroad"
hundreds of organized miners to the pen-

itentiary. At the present time there is

not a single miner in jail anu mere is
not an official in Colorado who seriously
believes that the policy of the coal op
erators, in indicting over 700 miners, can
be carried out.

UXIOXIST AS.SAUl1'Kl).

Knoxville. Tenn. Organizer Gilmour
of the International Association of Ma-

chinists was almost fatally assaulted by

W. J. Oliver and a crowd of his strike
guards on the street in front of thc Oli-

ver machine shon. Gilmour. President
Lackey of the local Machinists' union and
two otner memuers oi war. organization
were in an automobile at the time and
when the former began talking he as-

sumed a characteristic position of plac-

ing his hands on his hips. Oliver point-
ed a rifle at him and commanded him
not to shoot. The organizer laughing
ly turned his pockets inside out and as-

sured him he was not armed. Immedi
ately water was thrown on the party
from a hose attached to a fireplug in
the Oliver plant. President Lackey was
almost strangled and had to leave the
machine. Gilmour was then dragged
from the automobile by the strike thugs
and clubbed into insensibility. He was
then "arrested" by the police and, al-

though unconscious, held for over an
hour before taken to a hospital.

At a mass meeting, attended by 3,000
organized workers and sympathizers,
resolutions of condemnation were adop-
ted and these Knoxville citizens are de-

termined that free speech shall prevail.
The police were also grilled for their
action in this disgraceful proceeding.

MUST JIAVK AVAHKAXT.

Philadelphia. Judge Thompson of the
United States district court has ruled
that internal revenue agents have no
right to trample upon constitutional
guarantees of citizens by invading the
privacy of their homes.

This decision was made in the case of
a tobacco dealer who complained that
federal officials seized books and papers
without a warrant. The court ordered
the papers returned.

STKTSOX STJtlKK IS OVKIt.

Philadelphia. Although the strike at
the Stetson Hat company is over, this
arrogant $8,000,000 corporation has been
taught several lessons by its workers
who were forced on strike, although un-

organized. These workers, for the first
time, have sensed the power of solidity
and the company's promises indicate that
it realized the old dajs have passed
forever.

One of the gains secured is the abol-
ishment of gas complained of by strikers.
The company manufactured its own gas
and used it in the process of making
hats. Employes were often forced to
go to hospitals and lose days of work
because of tins gas. llic percentage

5tpm will be adjusted, and the com
pany agrees to hear the grievances of
its employes.

Many of the strikers have secured
other employment and declare they will
never be known as Stetson employes
until this concern accords its workers
the riuht to haruain collectively and un
til it is forced to abandon, through the
power of trade unionism, working con
ditions that are not indorsed hy thinu
ing men and women.

CAIt COMI'AXY Ol'l'OKKS UXIOX.

San Francisco. The United Railroads
Company has stirred up a hornet's nest
by posting a notice in all hams that any
employe found in the company of union
orcanizers or affiliated with an union
will be promptly discharged. 1 he local
trade-unio- n movement has accepted the
challenge of this corporation and is pre-- 1

paring to assist the Vmalgamatcd Street
Car Men's Union in every wa possible

HOW RAILROADS COULD SAVE

Cleveland. The four railroad brother-
hoods have been denied an eight-ho-

day in the freight train service by rail-

road managers, who piously announce
that it would cost the public too much.
Employes deny this claim and show that
the railroads have overlooked the public
when they squandered vast sums on sal-

aries for pet officials, on illegal freight
rebates to favored shippers and on pri-

vate cars for presidents and managers
and their wives and families.

The railroad employes quote from rec-
ords to show how moneys have been
lost to tnc public by tliesc practices ot
managers, who now pretend a high re-

gard for the public when employes de
mand better conditions.

The latest expose by the employes re-

fers to the Louisville and Nashville rail-

road which issued in one year II.SOj free
passes, involving 4,377,928 miles of travel
to legislators, attorneys, newspaper men
and other persons not connected with
the railroad company. Ihcse free
passes had a money valuation of over i

$130,000. I

The Nashville, Chattanooga and St.
Louis railroad, during the same period, !

issued 22,225 free passes, valued at $209,-52- 0

and involved 7,133,944 miles of
travel.

These figures arc taken from the rec-

ords of the interstate commerce com-
mission which says:

"There is scarcely a walk in life which
is not represented in this procession of
recipients of passes, from the federal
bench to the local politician and the
sheriff who summons the jury. The t

threads represented by these passes tie '

thousands of citizens to the carriers
through improper relations." i

The railroad employes cite these two I

cases as indicative of practices on other i

railroads, whose managers are now unit-
ed in "protecting the public interest."
Ihe interstate commerce commission,!
however, is not swayed by this pretense,
for it makes this comment on the free
pass evil :

"The lack of morality reflected by the
facts here compiled is a menace to the
institutions of a free people."
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