'PROCEEDINGS OF THE S. P. NATIONAL
CONVENTION AT DETROIT.

(Continued from page 1.)
presence of Kruse and Engdahl. In
fact Algernon Lee later made clear,
with a smile on his face, that even
Kruse and Engdahl were not at one

Of the two, Engdahl made the more | though they present

virile opposition, Kruse, after his
' usual, anaemic manner, showed little
sign of fight. The truth was that Eng-
dahl came flat-footedly for uncondi-
tional affiliation with the Third In-

ternational. But when his motion was'

beaten, he voted for non-affiliatiop.
The only saving grace of the fiasco
was the gallery, It was plainly Com-

imust be a fraternal bond of all the

mon distribution of the means of life,
Socialism is the collective production
but private consumption.”
“The Communists are not only the
wreckers of Russia but also the mur-
derers of mensheviki and socialists.”
And in his characteristic, German
manner he continued, “I want no dic-
tatorship, 1 want democracy. I want
no dietatorship of Wilson, Burleson
or Palmer, or even of Kruse and Eng-
dahl. 1f any dictating is to be done I
want to do it myself”, he said, sup-
posedly in fun, but which contained
more truth than humor,

Speaking of the motions, he char-
acterized them, “ the first is indecent,
the second dishonorable and snaky,
the third indefinite. The fourth puts

international, but an international
sotinlist movements in the “:qud.
Suppose, he continued, we affiliate
with the Vienna International. Al-
the soundest
views of any international movement,
at the same time they are not, strictly,
an international. As for the Third In-
ternational they have told us too often
that they don't want us. Affiliation
with them would mean the expulsion
of many of our members, myself
among them, and the application of
the rest for membership in the Com-

munist. And it showed it vigorously.

It csused the Chairman and Papa

Berger considerable anunoyance.
“Where Do We Belong.” I
The speeches on International affi-
liation ranged all the way from revo-
white-guardism, There were four mo-|
tions submitted covering every pos-
sible position. The first, supported by .|
Engdahl, asked for complete accept-
ance of the twenty-one points of af-|
filiation, The second, supported hy:
Kruse, demanded that the S. P. re-|
new its application for admittance to|
the Third with the reservation that it
accept mo binding formulas for theI
“attainment or organization of the|
Socinlist Society,” and that complete
antonomy should obtain in matters
of membership, organization and tac-
ties. In other words, it wanted the|
Third International to affiliate with
the Socialist Party, The third motion,
supported by Hoen of St. Louis, re-|
quired affiliation with the Interna-
tional Working Union of Soclalist
Parties, The Vienna two-and-a-half|
International. The fourth, sponsored |
by Hillquith and Berger, provided for |
non-affiliation,

Engdahl Opens Debate.

Engdahl opened the debate. He
pointed out, quoting Hillquit, that if
the party needed rebuilding it must
have a firm foundation, this was to
be found in the Third International.
We must draw strength from our in-
ternational affiliations and get right
on socialist philosophy. There are on-
ly two sides to the question, either
we are for the Third International |
or we are against it, We could dis-
cuss the twenty one points separately.
But what's the use? Either we swal-
low them whole or reject them, In

commenting on the other motions, he
remarked that the second was a mere
_xepet he one. submitted by |
Tillquit | vear. Spenking on the
third, he showed that Vienna was
merely frying to gather sufficient|
elements to be able to demand hetter
conditions of admision to the Third |
International. The fourth places us
where we were and means only the!
continuation of the struggle, It would
mean a victory for those who are
fighting the Third International, “It
remains for us to decide whether or
not we shall take our place by the
side of the only International move-
ment that is able to function, that
has a programme and can carry on the
struggle for Socialism,” Engdahl con-
cluded. Uproarious aplause from the
gallery, none from the delegation,
For the “T'wo and a Half."

Hoen, an unquestioned disciple of
Scheidemannism, spoke for the third
motion, Engdahl had spoken of the
achievements of the Third Internatio-
nal and mentioned incidentally, thae
risks taken by comrades going to
Moscow. Hoen opened witk the quer-
ies, Where is the risk of going to)
Moscow, are not the Communists in
control? What has the Third Inter-
national accomplished the last two
years? The Third International is not
a concentrating foree, it is only a
movement for splitting. When Zino-|
viev made his four hours speech be-
fore the German Independents, did he
appeal for solidarity? No. He asked
that the movement in Germany be
broke up.

The Third International tried to
break up the movement in Italy, but
the Italian Socialist Party is as atrnngl.
now as ever before, Sam Gompers
and Zinoviev go hand in hand, Sam
from one side Zinoviev from the other. !
The Third International belongs to
the same category as the Sam Com-
pers’ International. (Much applause
from delegates, none from gallery:)
“1 will'not accept a single point, even
if there were three hundred.”

Thus is shown the true temper of
the Socinlist Party,

Hillquit.

Hillquit spoke for the fourth mo-
tion. A motion which brands the So-
clalist Party a8 a renegade movement,
which disdains the outstretched hand
of the embattled revolutionary work-
ers of the world. Of course, Hillquit
spoke cleverly, as becomes a corporn-
tion lawyer of some repute, And he
spoke carefully and deliberately,
choosing well the middling course that
he hoped might save him the grief
of criticism from either side, a true

Aklon o
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munist Party of America. The first
mation is a motion to commit guicide
for the glory of being affiliated. Still,
even the Third International is not av

us where we were, and that's where
we belong. In finishing he reminded
the delegates that Wisconsin has one
third of the membership. In other

is the common ownership and tha com-| i

| International; it is

an intensely na-
Itionul Rusgian movernent. He could
lutionary exhortations to downright|not, he said, eriticize the Soviet Gov-

words: remember this when you vote
—the age old threat of withdrawal.

No Affiliation.

The first three motions were lost.
The fourth, for non-affiliation carried
by a considerable majority. The so-
cialist Party is now free from all in-
ternational obligations, It is strictly
a national (and nationalistic) move-
ment. Nothing can now prevent it.
from striking out on its predistined
course, a party of social reformists,
The Dictatorship of the Proletariat.
How far the Socialist Party, is from
the historic trend of the revolution-
ary movements of the world, is no
better proven than by the limitations
of its understanding of and its sum-
mary repulsion of the principle of the
Dictatorship of the Proletariat. It
is left entirely on the program of
the party, it remains a dead letter for
American “Socialism.”

There were five motions submitted
on the question, The first was a fairly
clear but inexaet presentation. The
second nsked for the dictatorship of

arnment—so long as the comrades
there take care of their own country,
very well. But their ignorance of the
situation here is proven by the twen-
ty-one points, Do you admit that we
are on the verge of Civil War? Must
we have an illegdl organization as
well as an open? Do you consider it

proper to adopt the policy of denounc-
ing all movements—renouncing, de-
nouneing, splitting up? The Third In-
ternational has hurt the soclalist
movement more than any capitalist
institution. Europe is split all over by
the action of the Third International.
The time will come when sober socinl-
ist sentiment will triumph. Our or-
ganization is shot to pieces, our press
is in frightful condition, our first
task is to create & movement here, not
to cheer Lenine. So spoke, the cham-
pion of American socialism,

Smaller Fry Make Merry.
With the exception, perhaps, of two

tactic, The fourthl Jme
Hillquit was in t

tion period. It is

associated with |

political rights

with terror.

stands for De and Majority
Rule decision but thit principle is not
inconsistent with effergetive measures
in defense of the “gorking class gov-
ernment. The fifth fmotion stated that
the dictatorship of 8he proletariat was
not of suffici mportance to ne-
cessitate a dee either way.

The discusion confusion itself.
It seemed as if thd subject were one
ucedf but yesterday. It
remely new, few
understood it. Ridigulous conclusions
were reaché® 4nd Fodious objections
devised, How sincerlp the interest was,
is shown by a remdbk of Hillquit's in
which he said thatfif Marx were to
some back, he _ d say, vespecting
the Dictutorahig‘_. the Proletariat,

“Boys, don't you pderstand a joke."
And again, “Orr's
quitt’s motion wag

objection to Hill-

at Hillguit want-
ed to make the Digtatorship of the
proletariat “Koshen".

In the' voting egnfusion continued
to reign. All fin_'.__lP btrons were beaten,
They didn't wantitihe Dictatorship of
the Proletariat in gheir platform, but
they did not have|the courage to
plainly say so, Hehce, they made no
decision, The Dietatorship of the Pro-
letariat, a tactio @abscribed to by all
the revolutionary” movements of the
world, even adopted by the Vienna
International, will iremain but a for-
iegn phrase to .jSocInllst Party of
America. -

Read next
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the wake of the master. But their
declamations were much more blunt
and vicious. Holman, of Milwaukee,
for instance said, “Gompers is backing
up the capitalist clazs and Moscow is
playing the same game”. And then,
evidently animated by patriotism, “1
say us an American that we should
send this message to the American
workers: keep your eyes off Moscow,
our stomachs are here, we must build
a movement here.)” Cameron King, a
nativy zon, speaking for the Califor-
nia state organization threatened, “If
we endorse the 111! International, Ca-
lifornia will step aside,” He deplored
that the great majority of the former
socialist movement of California
flocked to the standard of Commun-
ismi, And then, brightening, he told of
how they were now broken up and
underground while the Socialist Move-
ment was being rebuilt, He did not
say exactly that they were broken

(Continued from page 1.)

The contrast of resolutions dealing
with the Irish question can be noted
in that of resolution No. 117 which
asks-that the United States Govern-
ment recognize the independence of
Ireland and to protest to Lloyd Geos-
ge the destruction and violence that
has been heaped upon the Irish peo-
ple, It a.s0 asks for the punishment
of the English officers who are re-
sponsible for the atrocities that Have
been commited. It will be noted that
No. 119 asks for immediate action on
the part of the American Federation
of Labor and that No. 117 asks that
others, but not the American Federa-
tion of Labor do the acting.

A resolution to boycott is nothing

THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LA-

up by wholesale raids and persecu-

molested,

Professor Algernon Lee,

tions while the socialists remained un-

of the
Rand School, served out this profound
deduction, “In justice to ourselves we
must admit that there are two sides
to the question, first, the Soviet Gov-
ernment fighting for existence and

more than words, unless it is backed
up with vigorous action to make it
effective. The A, F, of L. boycotts
usually receive no action; but, be
that as it may, in this incident the
machine had decided that it would
not even resolute to commit any act
in favor of Irish independence. Spon-

{ but as an American he thought it was

gors for resolution No. 119 found
themselves having a hard time with
the campaign. Resolution No. 117
which had 74 signatures when it was
presented to the convention had 12
signatures withdrawn a few days
later. Those withdrawing were all
Irish and it immediately showed a
gplit within the Irigh ranks. Evident-
ly the administration forces were get-
ting in their work amongst the ad-
vocates for “Irish Freedom.”

The result of the Tfrish resolution
will be report in my next account,
which follows within the next 8 days,

The Executive Council's Report.

Among the 13 questions in the re-
port of the committee covering the'
Executive Council’s report are several
that deserve attention; ome on Im-
migration declares its opposition to
a bill just passes by Congress known
as “H. R. 4075" which restricts im-
migration to 3 per cent of the popu-
lation of the countries from whenee
they come. The committee recom-
mends, “That the Executive Couneil
be instructed to continue its efforts
to secure the enactment of a law that
will forbid the importation of Labor
from any country until such time us
conditions in our country have be.
come more stabilized and the rela.
tions of life more normal.”

On the question of the Non-Parti-
san Political Campaign the commit.
tee tried to praise the political pe-
tivitiea of the A, F. of L. with its
program of “Reward your friends and
punish your enemies"; but finds that
there is little of which to boast—ex-
copt that their are 18 union members
In this congress, just as many as
were in the Inst. After the feeble at-
tempt to praise, they really explain
their failure with this statement. “As
the campaign progressed, practically
all domestic questions were over
shadowed by questions of an interna.
tional character, Tasues pertaining to
relationships at home were subardin.
ated to the relationships of our na.

gecond, the Third Tnternational deal-
ing not so much with Russian affairs,
but with the affairs of the whole
world.” He laid hopes upon the recent
change of policy of the Soviet Govern-
ment but denounced the Third Inter-
national for its action in Italy and
France. No one remembered to remind
him that Lenine, Trotzky, Tchitcherin
and Kalenin, leaders of the Soviet
government, were also the leaders of
the Third International,

Willert of Ohio, also evidently
moved by patriotism, said that he was
not opposed to the Third International

his duty firsl to look after the inter-
ests of his own country. The atrocious
misunderstanding of the policies and
tactics of the Third International can
be no better shown than by the fol-
lowing remark from Willert, “Why
don't myCommunist friende go into the
A. F. of L, and help to throw out
Sammy? No. They prefer to split it.”

Dreifus of the German Federation
swells the chorus, “Will we get rid
of capitalism in the U, 8. by joining
the Third International. Will we still
not have our courts and our eapital-
ist government?” And, continuing in
a passion, he exclaimed, “T wanted to
join the Third International, but they
kicked us out and ealled us names.”

Berger Feels Called Upon.

And then our old friend Vietor Ber-
ger, of whom Engdahl remarked, “you
carry the Socialist Party of Milwau-
kee in your pocket”, takes a hand, “I
suppose I am expected to say a few
words”, he began. And then, throwing
out his chest he eulogized the Social-
ist Party of Milwaukee, which in eof-
fect, as everyone knew, | the 8. P. of
A. “We have the only soclalist Ma:'or
in captivity, we have earrled Milwau-
koo seven times, our paper has s cir-
culation of 48,000" ete. He suddenly
became theoretical, “T am not & Com-
munist. I believe there 1s a wide theor-
otical difference between socinlism
and communism. Soclalism  cannot

| oxist without democracy, Communism

tion with all other countries abroad,

precedented in ' polities and

the conclusions re
the political ex
torate upon ®
which require
lution at the I
is likewise d
curately the

_ [ OF GERMANY
By KARL RADEK, in the “Moscow Pravda,” May 5, 1921.
Translated from the Russian by J. Milner.
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When in December last, the Union
of Spartacus, numbering about 100
thousand members, united with the
Left Independents, leading into the
Communist International from the
party of the Independents mbout 400
thousand workers, for every one
knowing the situation in Germany, it|
was clear, that the unified Communist
Party mugt go thru a whole series of
crises before it really became a Com-
munist Party. Under the pressure of
the mass of German workers there
flocked to it a considerable number
of orgauizers and editors, who after

_parties, Levy reproached the Execu-
tive Committee of the Comintern,
with the identical charge which hith-

Centrists against the Communist In-

ism. To many this dissention appeared
a4 brought about by lack of informa-
tion about the situation in Italy and
the intentions of the Executive Com-
mittee, But the leading groups in the
party understood, that hese at hand
was the leaning toward ecentralism,
that Levy, regardless or how he fene-
ed himself off from Serrati indeed as-

erto was the chief weapon of the|

ternational: a yeproach of eectarian-|

great wavering Jjoined the program
and tactieal views of the Communist
International, These elements, - of

sisted this wavering revolutionist in
the struggle against Italian commun-
ists. When the Central Council of the
Party, consisting of the Central Com=

course, did not outlive their indicision
by signing the 21 conditions of the
second congress of the Comintern.
Moreover, the Party was confronted
with new problems. A party of half
a million members having influence
over a million and a half of trade
unionists, cannot limit itself only to
propaganda and agitation. It must
participate in great battles, that in-
evitably should emerge, if the Party
fulfills its task, and receiving blows

mittee of the Party and the repregen-
tatives of the districts, accepted a re-
solution, rejecting strictly and clearly
the view point of Levy, Levy resigned
the powers of the chairman of the
party and with him left the Central
Committee of the party, comrade
Klara Zetkin and four former In-
dependents. This fact proved not only
that a right wing had formed within
the party, according to the example of

2

without the consent of the party,
proved that they are intending fo
themselves above the party and d
tate their conditions, as always
done by the intellectuals in the labor
movement, e

Levy and his followers declared,
that they will serve the party as com-
mon soldiers, taking no responaibility
for its political leadership. In the
March days the party could be con-
vinced that these wexe only words,
that comrades who were not able to
carry on their tasks as commanders
of the red army, .also where not in
a position to do it as privates in the
red army. The March days saw not
only the sabotage of the followers of
Levy, but direct betrayal by the for-
mer chairman of the party—Levy,
who, for this betrayal is expelled
from the Communist Party of Ger-
many and from the Communist In-
ternational.
(Comrade Radek’s second article on
this subject will appear in next issue,)

52

from the bourgeoisie must answer
with counter blows. But even among
the leaders of the Union of Spartakus,
at the time of the German Kornilo-
vist Putsch, could be noticed a ten-
dency to the Right. Being burnt in the
battles, in which in 1919 the unhard-
ened Spartacides threw themselves,
they saw in every revolutionary mani-
festation of the minority but a sudden
flash, regardless that. hundreds of
thousands participated in it, A shift
from propaganda and agitation to|s
action inevitably should bring about
differences and conflicta; and only by
a splving of these problems can a
fighting Communist Party be formed.
The six months history of the unified
party of communists of Germany is
the history of this inevitable pro-
cess,

Conflicts began when both chair-
men of the Party, the ex-Spartacide
Paul Levi, and the ex-Left Indepen-
dent Daumig, in the most energetic
way acted against the admission in
the Communist International of the
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Foster’s Articles on Russia.

William Z. Foster’s first article on Russia/ for the Federated Press
appears in this issue. Others will follow, Foster Lvill probably give The Toiler
readers the most interesting and authentic as well as the latest accounts of
the workings of the Soviet government. Readers should bé sure to read and
acquaint others with this series of articles,
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Communist Lahor Party of Germany
in the capacity of a sympathetic or-

that the most f
questions are in

‘it would be in-
action they will
pn of internatio-

teresting to know

nal labor affiliati

Question of Intergat

There is to be cons
of the Executive Gouneil itself, with-
drawing from the'gellow Internatio-
nal at Amsterdurﬁgium it is too
“Revolutionary”, I

There is also th¢ zesolution of the
delegation of the Jnternational As-
sociation of Machl calling upon
the officers of the A, F. f L. to im-
mediately reaﬂiiiﬁ":ﬁth the Inter-
national Federation of Trades Union
(Amsterdam). 1 have sounded out
some of the delegates upon the ques-
tion of International’ affiliation and
I learn that véry f@
importance of an In
filiation; very fav
are International 01

ching over 25 dele-

gates upon this question, all but 8,
frankly admitted they gave it no con-
sideration. The dalegat who are
members of the Sogiall
as Machinists, Ga
are in favor of thel ach
tion. They do not knet
feas absolute igno
national Council of T
dustrial Unions at Mosce

On upproncfning
Ladies Garment We
sorry that the Mgse
will not even be meil
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International, she me lied no,
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Machinists, -
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nal and algo is 4n 1€
the Machinists Resol
posed to Moscow, ™
[ was in Russia and' am
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Union, Since I sag
going to fight fof
in this country,” %
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has some support, g
machine, compely §
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of votes to enable §§'%0 be
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pnal Relations,
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‘ganization, The Communist Labor

m i S -
ists, who broke away from the Union

the “left” commun- |

which has been made in eduecation in
Russia since the revolution, there are
gtill millions who can not, read. The
number of adults who 'fmre been
taught to read and write since the
revoluiton is over four million. It

of Spartakus, not agreeing 'n the
work in the old trade unions and on
exploiting parliamentarism for revo-
lutionary agitation and organization.
As it is known, the second econgress
of the Comintern completely justified

NEWS FROM RUSSIA AND

Despite the wonderful progPess| ®

the view of the union of Spartacus,
reckoning that commuinsts have no
right to withdraw from the mass or-
ganizations of the workers and that
they have to exploit for the aims of
communist agitation and propaganda
all means that are given it by the
bourgeois State. But justifying as a
whole the view point of “The Spar-

will take fifteen years to abolish il-
literacy in Russia. To give those who
can not read the news of the day and
to educate them in the ideals and
principles of communism, telephones
with sound-increasers have been e-
rected in public places thru which the
news of the day is imparted to thou-
sands who gather to listen, .

vorno, began to eriticise the Executive | (@8

Wrange! troops that have returned
from Bulgaria have placed themselves
at the disposal of the Soviet farms
for work, while they are waiting to
be sent home. They have made a re-
quest for ploughs and spades.

The Georgian Soviet government
has ordered that all articles which the
poor dre forced to pawn in the gov-
ernment pawn shops during the Men-
shevist regime are to be restored to
their owners,

tacus,” the Executive Committee of
the Comintern, could not shut its eyes
before the fact that the Communist
Labor Party reflects the rebellious
leanings of the unemployed and the
poorest working masses. On this ac-
count the Executive Committee ad-
mitted temporarily this party in the
capacity of a sympathizer, in order
to keep in touch with it and to in-
fluence it, making easier for the uni-
fied communist party to merge with
this left group and the elements stand-
ing behind it. In the historieal lamen-
tations of Paul Levy against this
step was expressed the inability to
discover the way to the heart and
senses of the various layers of the
proletariat in whom the collapse of
capitalism crgates desperate rebel-
lious leanings, This inability brought
about the leaning to the right, for
he, who actually wants revolution,
must understand, that revoldtionary
struggle capnot be carried on by
pushing away the layers of the pro-
letarint most dissatisfied by capital-

“Proletcult” is one of the new
words coinéd in Russia and means
“proletarian culture."” The All-Russian
Council for Proletcult held its conven-
tion last month and reviewed results
in the realm of proletavian creative
activity.,

The Communist fraction of the Mos-
cow Soviet has decided that 17 in-
dependents (non-party representativ-
es) shall be elected to the executive.
ism. The right tendency, promulgated | This to give representation to those
in this case by Levy, expressed this| workers who have not vt joined the
simpls fact: that part of the party's| Communist Party, ;
organizers were afraid of these tur- -

—_—

bulent but revolutionary actiods by
the unemployed and allied layors of

The first All-Russian Conference of

ELSEWHERE.

.

conference was conducted in the Rus-

sian and Turkoman languages, and is
a sign of the revolutionary awakening
of the passive masses of women in
the East.

LOTRmunist v i

DIMEn Nl

The Council of Labor and Defense,
of which Lenin is chairman, has de-
cided to hold a three week’s campaign
for the creation of a réserve of fuel,

Hugo Walwanne has been named
Finnish ambassador to Russia. '

Chaliapin, famous Russian singer,
is leaving for New York to fulfill an
engagement in the Metropolitan Opera
House,

Of the 140,000 miners of the Do-
netz Basin, 86,000 were illite on
January first. In the four months
past, the Commission for the Com-
batting of Illiteracy has reduced the
number of illiterates 76 per cent.

The Soviet Republics of Russia,
Ukraine, Turkestan, White Russia,
Aserbeichan, Armenia, Georgia and
the Far East cover an area of eighteen
million versts and have a total popu-
lation of 141,000,000.

Losovski of the Red Trade Union .
International, has proposed that 200,
000 gold rubles be sent the striking
miners in England by the Russian
workers, .

e

By a decree of the Council of Com-
missaries the hoard of health of the
Bashkirs has received fifteen million
roubles for the errection of a sana-
toria for the treatment of tubercu-
logis by the Kumys method (feeding

of patients with fermeénted horse
milk.)

the proletariat, ENSE]
The inability of the Paul Levy group | [&

to connect with the rebellious prole- ||l
tarian elements was combined with | (i
the intention to nttract to the Com- ||
munist International the remaining | &=
luyers of the proletariat with modera- | &=
tion and orderly forms of agitation; ||
that is: actually by not only renounc- | (&
ing the most expressiva revolutionary |
forms of agitation but actually join-
ing hands with the centrist elements. | [
This tendency emerged openly, when
Levy, returning from the convention
of the Italian Socialist Party in Li.

Church, smites supernaturalism in

- |

| Montgomery Brown, D. D. The writer, a Bishop in the
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{ COMMUNISM and CHRISTIANISM: Analysed and con- @
' trasted from the Marxian and Darwinian points of view. By

religion and capitalism in politics, (i

Commenta: “One of the most extraordinary and annihilating |
1 have ever read, It will shake the country.” “I eall it & sermon, ;
text is astounding:—Banish the gods from the sky and alism
S from the earth.,” “It came lke & meteor acrosn a dark
8l me tight.” “Bishop Brown is the reincurnation of
his book is the modern Age of Reason.” “It will do & wonderful work
| in this the greatest erisis in all history.” “A remarkable book by a i
remarkable man of intense interest to all the world”
Published in October, 1920. Fiftieth Thousand now ready, 228
il pages; cloth §1.00; puper, 25¢ or six coples $1.00, postpald,
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