
Bethlehem, Where

Scenes of Christ's Childhood

r T 7 D. C. Dec. 20. .
VA Come with, me for a walk in' the footsteps of Jesus the

cnild. During my everal trjps to Pal-

estine I have spent many weeks in
traveling over the country, taking pic-

tures and making notes of the places.
I have visited Bethlehem, where the
Savior was born, and I have lived for
days in Nazareth, where his boyhood

as spent. I have gone over much of
the road that Joseph and Mary traveled
when they carried the child mto Egypt,
and hate crossed the mountains of
Samaria from Galilee to Jerusalem,
where he went as a boy of 12 years and
was found teaching the doctrine in Sol-
omon's tem;le

I have even climbed the hills and
Eone into the wilderness where our
Ixrd was tempted of the devil after
those 40 dajs of hunger and thnst, and
at I saw the recently ex-
cavated marble synagog where some
of His first preaching was done. I
have climbed to the top of the hill
above the Sea of Galilee, Where He

the Sermon on the Mount, and
have picked flowers from the rolling
greensward below, where the miracle
"f the loaes and fishes occurred. Not
far from that place, on the opposite side

f the water, may be seen a steep hill,
aown which the swine ran when our
.aior had cast the devils out of the
'nan and they entered them. I have
l'f-- n in Bethany, where lived Mary and
Martha, and have sat under the trees in
the garden of where
Cnrist spent that night of terrible
apoDy before He was betrayed by
Judas with a kiss. I have also seen
the various places which the several
authorities have picked out as the
i-- ene of the crucifixion. In this letter,
cow ever, I shall write only of the
piac--s associated with Jesus the child.

Hnr Places Have Net Chanced.
Many of the localities are about the

fiine as they A'ere when Christ was
slue Some hare been covered with
churches and convents, but the warring
s- - ts of Christians have not been able
to change the bright sky. Nature Is
the same now as it was then. The
same flowers bloom and the same birds
sing. and. besides, it is not so long,
aft-- ' all. Jesus was born in Bethle-
hem only 1913 years ago

ne Town of Bethlehem.
We shall start on our travels at Beth-

lehem. It is a little town situated in
the mountains, about 2500 feet above
the sea and within 40 miles of the

It is about 14 miles
from the Dead sea and not very far
from where the sandy wastes of the
Arabian 'desert begin. The country is
limestone. The greater part of it is
overed with rocks, with patches of agreen showing out of the stone. Here

and there the rocks have been gath-
ered together and you see pastures and
fields. The field upon which the shep-
herds lay and watched their flocks
when the star appeared is from a quar-
ter to a half mile from the townproper. It lies far below it and theshepherds ad to climb to get to th
stable where Jesus was born.

The holy city of Jerusalem is at thenorth, a distance of about seven miles.
I have ridden it on horseback in lessthan an hour My last trip between
the two places was made in a carriage,
aad a boy on a donkey galloped besideus almost all the wav. The road has
been It is uphill and to
down, but the most of it is so smooth
that with a gool motor car you could
easily make the distance from Jeru--
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salem in 20 minutes and have enough
time to out in a new tire on the way.
The Wise Men from the East probably
came over that road. They are sup-
posed to have ridden on camels, and if
they had the racing variety they prob-
ably reached Bethlehem in less than
an hour after leaving king Herod, who,
you may remember, was anxious to
know all about where Christ should
be born.

Where Ileaz Had His Fnnn.
My last trip to Bethlehem was made

in the spring. The hills were dotted
with olive groves, and their leaves
shone like frosted silver under the
bright Palestine sun. ""he fields be-
tween the rocks wer overed withgrass as green as that or old Ireland,
and I could see the shepherds watch-
ing their flocks of white sheep and
black goats here and there.

It was between Jerusalem and Bethle-
hem that Boaz had his farm when
Ruth got her job in the wheat fields
and finally married her master. At
one place along the way is the tomb
of Rachael, the wife of Jacob, who is
said to have died there when she gave
birth to Benjamin.

Climbing the hill and coming into
the town, you find yourself in a maze
of box-lik- e one, two and three story
houses. They are made of limestone
and they stand close to the edges of
winding streets, which are here and
there arched over to shut out the sun.
The town has about 10,000 or 15,000 in-
habitants and is probably 10 times as
large as it was when Christ was born.
Its chief source of revenue comes from
the Christian religion and the fact that
unrist was Dorn tnere. There are thou-
sands of tourists who visit the birth-
place of the Savior every year, and the
chief business of the Bethlehemites is
in making rosaries, crosses and ar
ticles of wood and mother-of-pea- rl

for sale to the pilgrims, and also forshipment abroad.
It has a great mother-of-pea- rl In-

dustry, and what is known as pearl
waste is imported from the United
States to be made into such things.
Shells are carved and sold to tourists
in Jerusalem and elsewhere, and thePalestine beads, which are so largely
used as rosaries, both by Moham-
medans and Christians, are made there.These beads are filed and ground qut
of oyster shells until they come to thedesired size. Holes are then drilled in
them and they are smoothed by shak-
ing them about in crockery vessels
with a little water. After this they are
treated to a weak solution of nitricacid and polished and are then strung
on cords of silk or wire. Crosses andhearts are made of mother-of-pear- l,
and sometimes a little image of the
Savior is attached to the rosary. Much
oi this work is done by women andgirls, who receive from 12 to 25 centsday. It is estimated that the totalproduction of such wares sells for inthe neighborhood of $200,000 a year,
and that something like $30,000 worthare annually shipped to the United
States.

Is a Little City Now.
The Bethlehem of today is a littlecity, and the stable which is shown as

the birthplace of the Savior is oppo-
site a saloon under a 'great church,
where the different sects of Christiansfight over the right to pray In certainplaces. One part of the building is
controled by the Armenians, anotherby the Greeks, and there are Moham-
medans on hand to keep the worship-
ers in order. They fight as to the right

take care of the birthplace of Je-
sus, and not long ago a controversy
arose as to the right to clean one of
the windows. Both the Armenians and
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Greeks were quarreling over it, when
the Mohammedan government came in
and forbade either sect touching it.
Therefore, that window is unwashed to
this day.

The stable is under the church. Tou
reach it by a winding staircase, andgoing down come into a cave about 12
feet wide and 40 feet long. This room
is floored with marble, and 32 lamps
burn day and night within it. There isa star set in the marble pavement, and
there is an inscription over it stating
that on that spot the Virgin Mary gave
birth to Christ.

Star Is Nailed Down.
This star is held down by nails.

About a year ago the Armenian who
had the right to clean it was workingaway when he knocked off the head
of one of the nails. This caused a great
commotion. The Greeks, Latins and
Armenians began to fight over it, and
the governor of Jerusalem, to settle
the dispute called in a blacksmith
to drill out the old nail and put in a
new one. The blacksmith was a Latin,
and the Greek and Armenians would
not let him go .to work because they
did not want any Latin marking thebirthplace of the Savior. In order to
settle the' trouble the governor called
in a gypsy, who had no religions stand-
ing whatever, and he replaced the nail
without opposition.

"While in this grotto under the
church I tried in vain to imagine the
scenes of Christ's birth. The decora-
tions were out of all keeping with the
place, and the warring Christians pre-
vented reverent thought. Besides, there
was a marble floor, the decorated walls
and the lamps. I got a better idea by
going into some of the actual stables
which are in use in Palestine today,
and which are just about the same now
as they were 1900 years ago. I remem-
ber one such stable near Jerusalem. It
was a cave, with a floor of rough stone.
The cave was divided into chambers or
stalls which opened into a sort of a
court, and in these chambers were
donkeys, camels and horses.

"Where Mary Had to Rest.
There wore men and women sleeping

on the floors of the courts, with the
animals eating out of their stone boxes
or manger? about them. The people
had no bed clothing except their
blankets, and they ate their meals on
the floor, it was on such a floor that
Mary had to lie. because there was no
room at the inn, and the manger in
which the baby Christ lay was prob-
ably a hollowed out stone box, such as
those in which the donkeys were eat-
ing. Within this stable I saw a Bedouin
weman with a sleeping baby on her
knee. She had just been feeding the
child and her breast peeped out be-
tween the folds of her coarse, rough
gewn. Her arms were bare to the
shoulders and there were bracelets up-
on her wrists. Her face was as sweet
as" that of any madonna I have ever
seen upon canvas, and her baby, still
in its swaddling clothes, looked as
pure and as innocent as the most fa-
mous f jChrist

It' "was 11' sUibfe. lllce tfrat that the
wise men knelt and presented their
gifts. It was there that the shepherds
were led by the star, and it was there
that our Redeemer first saw the light
of this world.

Bethlehem was so small that it must
have been difficult to hide the infant
Christ from the men sent by king
Herod to search for Him. and it is no
wonder that Joseph and Mary took" theHoly Child and fled with Him to Egypt

The Travels of the Infant.
The most of the pictures painted in

illustration at this journey represent
Mary with the child in her arms, on a
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donkey, with Joseph walking beside it.
This, inallprobability, was the method
of travel. They must have taken the
road to Hebron and passed near the
Cave of Machpelah, where Abraham and
Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, and Jacob
and Leah were buried, and from there
gone on into Arabia, crossing the
Isthmus of Snez somewhere near ia,

and making their way through
old Goshen to the site of the present
city of Cairo.

The scriptures give no record of
their travels, but there are traditions
in Egypt which state that they went
out to the pyramids, and which even
fix upon a certain tree under which
Mary and the baby Jesus were said to
have slept This tree is not far from
the obelisk of Heliopolis. It is about
five miles from Cairo, and the ground
upon which it stands Is a private farm
of the present khedive. ' The tree is an
old sycamore, gnarled with the age ofmany years and scarred with the names
of tourists. A fence has been built
around it to keep it away from the
relic hunters, and when I photographed
it I had to bribe one of the khedive'sservants to allow me to do so. Therewas t an orange orchard nearby, and,
after taking the picture, I sat in the
shade of the sycamore outside the
fence and wondered whether Mary andJoseph had not thus quenched their
thirst in that same place, now more
than 19 centuries ago. As I went on
to the obelisk I saw a young woman
of perhaps 17, who had a baby in herarms. She must have been of aboutthe age of Mary when Christ was born.

Scenes of Christ' Childhood.
But let us go back to the Holy Land

and see something of the village whereChrist spent his boyhood, and, indeed,
almost the whole of his life until hebegan to preach, after he was baptized
of John.

This is the town of Nazareth, whichstands on the same site" as" the homeof Joseph and Mary. The place hasrow about twelve thnuaanri nannlo- - oti1
1 like most of the holy spots of Pales

tine, it nas many convents andchurches. It was here .that Joseph
wurKea at me carpenter trade and herethe boy Jesus played about with Hisfellows as the little Nazarenes do to-
day. It was here that Jesus came
after He had been baptized in the Jor-
dan, and here He preached in the syn-agog when the Nazarenes cried out:"Is not this Joseph's sonT and in theiranger were about to throw him fromthe brow of the hill whereon the citywas built, "but He, passing through
the midst of them, went His way."
That hill is still shown to tourists. It at
is about a mile and a half from thetown. In the middle of Nasareth is afountain or spring which supplies thewater for the community. The womengo to the spring and carry the waterin jars on their heads to their houses.Mary undoubtedly used that spring forher family water supply, and the boy
Jesus must have drunk there.The surroundings of Nazareth arebeautiful. I doubt whether there Ismore beautiful scenery to be found inEngland or Scotland, or even in theBlue Ridge mountains of Virginia, forwhich God has done much. One canstand in the city or near it and lookout over the plain of Bsdraelon, and bvclimbing the hills he can see Mount
Carmel. where Elijah hid the prophetsand later on slew the false prophets
pf Baal. It is only a few hours' ridein a carriage from Nazareth over thehill to the Sea of Galilee, where theNazarene boys even now sometimes go
fishing.

The Trail to Jerusalem.
It was from Nazareth that Joseph

and Mary went every year to Jerusa-lem. They tramped over the hills ofGalilee, across the plain of Esdraelon.ana then climbed the mountains ofSamaria. There is a regular trail, apart of which has lately been turnedInto a macadamized road. SucbNtripswere usually made in large companies,
and when I crossed Samaria, a shorttime ago. T met scores of these people
from Galilee on their way to Jeru-
salem. The parties consisted of men,
women and children, most of whomwere on foot Now and then one found
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a woman riding a donkey, with her
husband trudging beside her, and some-
times whole families on donkeys. It
was in one of such parties that Jesus
went to Jerusalem when He was about
12 years of age. He was then thought
to be old enough to take care of Him-
self, for the bible relates that when
they departed Jesus tarried behind in
Jerusalem, and Joseph and His mother
knew not of it They had already
gone a day's journey before He was
missed, and they then turned back to
find Him. It was only after three days
that He was discovered in the temple
sitting in the midst of the doctors both
hearing them and asking them ques-
tions.

"And all that heard him were aston-
ished at his undertaking and answers.
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"And when they saw Him they were
amazed. And his mother said unto
him: Son, why hast thou dealt with
us? Behold, thy father and I have
sought three, sorrowing.

"And he said unto them: How Is It
that ye sought me? Wist ye not that I
mast be about my father's business?

"And they understood not the saying
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