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WITHOUT HELIEF

Americans in Brussels Say
Germans Help in Be-

lief Work.

CONDITIONS AEE
WORSE IN ANTWERP

Belgium, Feb. 2 0.
BRUSSELS the American

minister in Brussels, and Henry
W ZHedrlch, the American consul gen-
eral In Antwerp, who were sources
from whom the Associated Press cor"
respondent sought information as to
tho progress of relief work, both de-
clared that the German authorities
were cooperating: so far as possible in
the service which outsiders were try-
ing to render to the distressed Bel-
gians.

Mr Whitlock is still actively inter-
ested in the work of the American Be-

lief committee, and discussing Its im-
portance, he laid:

"There are places where the cessa-
tion of our work for a week would
mean starvation. I believe that Its
cessation for three weeks would mean
hunger throughout Belgium. A Ger-
man officer said to me yesterday thatto stop it for a day would mean "su-
ffering in some localities."

The committee is now so systemati-
cally established, that its headquarters
occupy no less than 22 rooms, which,
like the offices of an American sky-- si

raper, are lettered at the door with
tht names of the various departments.

Word "American" Is Magical, i
Throughout Brussels, there Is such

magic in the word "American" that
e en the cabman no longer pesters
Americans for tips. Hand him the ex-
act fare, if he knows you are an, Amer-
ican, he will smile and say "Thank
5ou'" and appear to be sufficiently re- -
narded with the honor of having an
American for his fare. It is a trifling
thing, but in strange contrast to the
antebellum days when a Brussels cab-
man looked to Americans for big tips,
and was never satisfied, howeyer big
the tip might be.

Although there is much bitter want
In all Belgium, Brussels, to one who
knew the city well before the war,
looks apart from the German uni-
forms in the street much as in normal
times. Striking, however, is the num-
ber of beggars, mainly old women and

ery young children, and the swarm of
vendors, chiefly of postcards. At night
there is the same ceaseless promenad-
ing through the main streets that has
always formed- - such a characteristic
picturesoue part of life in the Belgian
capital, but at 11 oclock most of the
street lights are extinguished and the
bars and cafes af cdofed.

This early closing, and the fact that
only beer and light wines are per-
mitted to be sold, are the chief out-
ward evidences of the strict German
rule of the conquered city. These con-

ditions, hdwever. are more apparent
than real.

German Soldiers Good Customers.
The German soldiers are good pa-

trons of the shops, paying for their
purchases in caatu but the buying
power of the people Is steadily and
rapidly growing less. Industry, ex-
cept in some of the coal and iron mines
along the Meuse between Ltege and
Huys, is prostrate. The better class
people remaining are living- an their
incomes or savings: the poorer on
charity. In the Bon Marehe, for In-

stance, one of the largest of the Brus-ce- ls

stores, there appear to be only
about a third as many clerks as before
the war, and the same is true of other
establishments. A large lace factory
visited was quite idle.

"There are no more Americans, no
more English, no more Spaniards, vis-

iting us," said the young woman in
charge. "The girls who worked here
are in the fields."

Antwerp Prostrate.
Tn Antwerp conditions are far worse.

Bu3ineBS is prostrate and actual want
increasing. Along the miles of wharves
of the city's splendid harbor the idle
ships lie rusting at their moorings.
Millions of feet of lumber are stacked
in the deserted yards, and where ordi-nari- lv

a swarm of workmen load and
unload the busy ships, a solitary
watchman makes his deserted rouns.

The city is overrun with beggars
and vendors. The shops. are empty.
Scattered about the city are wrecked
and burned buildincs. showing where
German shells fell during the bombard-
ment of the city.

The life Is most monotonous," .com-
plained consul general Diedrich. "With
the exception of members of my statr
and of the American relief workers,
there are, so far as I know, only two
Americans left in Antwerp.

Before Siories of Their
Exploits Are Told, Spies

Have Been Put to Death
Paris. France, Feb. 20. So far as the

public knows, the military courts have
thus far had few sensational cases. In
view of the frequency of spy stories,
many people are astonished not to hear
every day or so of a traitor or a for-

eign spy being condemned to death. As
a rule these cases are handled by drum-
head court martial, and the culprit
has already been shot before the story
of his exploits reaches the public. If the
story is true..

A class of cases that is common is
like that of Abdallah ben Said Tahion,
Algerian rifleman, who fell a victim to
the warm hospitality of Paris. Re-
covering from a wound, he was ordered
to rejoin his regiment near Marseilles.
He had never seen Paris and so many
people showered things upon him he
thought it was a pity to leave. He
lived like a prince six weeks, without
spendiag a sou; when finally caught he
had no defence excepting the weakness
of human nature and simply declared:
"I brave man want fight--"

Women of London
-- ::- -:- !!- -

Field Kitchens on
Eng., Feb. 20. Society

LONDON; are having their first 'in-

troduction to scientific camp
cookery on the flat roof of the Insti-
tute of hygiene off Harley street. Op-

portunities for learning the practical
side of camp cookery are few in Lon-
don, and consequently the roof of the
building has been equipped as a field
kit hen.

The demonstrations are being made

Duchess Gives a Party;
Daughter Attends In Bed

IlN' m

DUCHESS OF RUTLAND.

Eng., Feb. 20. Amid all its seriousness, society finds time to he
LONDON, Perhaps some of the "cutting up" serves to .cheer the offieers

recovering from wounds, or home on short leaves for some other reason.
The duchess oFxRuUand, whose daughter, lady Diana Manners, some time ago
received the title "most beautiful girl in England," gave a big party the other
evening at her house in Arlington street.

Lady Diana was absent. It was explained that she liad so overworked at
Guy's hospital, where she is taking a course of training as a nurse, that she had
been ordered not to leave her bed.

All sorts of comforting messages wcrye sent up to her and presently, to the
amazement and delight of the company, the door opened and in was borne the
matchless lady Diana in bed ar picture! that Bouchet alone eould have done jus-
tice to. ...

IN fi OFFICIALS

PMCE GRAFT,

1 EXPORTERS

Pigeonhole Applications TJn-- .

less They Are Liber-
ally Tipped.

COAL IS SCARCE -

IN LONDON NOW

BY HERBERT TEMPLE.
Eng Feb. 20. War, which

LONDON, out all the best qualities
of a nation involved. Invariably

also reveals. theA presence, even among
the most cultured and highly civilized
peoples, of a number of greedy busi-
ness hyenas, whose only thoughts are
of enriching themselves no matter at
what cost.

Ugly Rumors Heard.
Recently I have heard ugly things

of the way in which business Is being
conducted in at least two government
departments. Business men In whose
veracity I have Implicit faith are tell-
ing me of the existence. of a regular
system of corruption at the Board of
Trade, but they assure me also that
nothing is known about the Irregulari-
ties to the higher officials.

The principal complaints come from
London exporters, who declare that
they have to xpay minor officials to
prevent important papers from being
pigeon-hole- d indefinitely. While the
export to neutral countries of a number
of commodities, lsuch as bran, is pro-
hibited, it is possible to get dispensa-
tions in cases where the exporter is
able to submit sufficient proof that the
commodity will not fall into the hands
of the enemy. In such cases the ex-
porter submits his application with his
proofs to certain government officials,
but unless he simultaneously "greases
the official palm," he never receives
any reply, while the permit is given to
a competitor, who knows better what
is expected.

Contracts for army supplies of vari-
ous kinds, I am also told on unim-
peachable authority, are given only to
those who come to the expectations of
the officials who receive the bids.

Coal Is Getting Scnfce.
London Is gradually beginning to feel

the effects of the war. Everything is
(Continued on next page.)

Study Camp Cooking
:1:,- -- - -:- J:-

tne lops f Houses
at the special request of the fashiona-
ble women in the neighborhood around
and a well-know- n chef shows the. art
of open air cookery with a minimum
of culinary utensils.

Weathetv of course, is an Important
factor, and it is not always possible
to fix an exact date for these camp
cookery lessons. They are' intended to
form part of a comprehensive course
in war-tim- e economic and invalid

gerins I
BE FORCED TO

EIVEJJP BEER

All Grains Will Be Needed
for Food and Brewing

May Stop.

PETROLEUM GROWS
SCARCE IN BERLIN
BY STEVEN BURNETT.

Germany, Feb. 20. While
BEGermans have the official word

of the Minister of the Interior that
we do not need to starve for a long
time to come, Berliners foresee the day
when the brewing of beer will cease
altogether because all the grain avail-
able must be used as food for men and
horses.

Our morning meal reminds us every
day pf the fact that we are more un-

der close blockade. The coffee contains
more and more chicory and the delic-
ious "white "Broedchen" has been re-
placed by a roll which is made from
a mixture of potato, rye and a small
percentage of wheat flour. Sausages
aro still plentiful, but no one knows
what they are made from.

Professor to the Rescue.
Under such clrcumstarices the fam-

ous German professor has once more
been found useful. Professor Carl Lud-wl- g

Schlelch, the food expert has
pledged his solemn word that before
the war, the Germans of the well-to-d- o

classes were guilty of the sin of over-
eating and that a period of asceticism
will prove, if perhaps somewhat pain-
ful, exceedingly beneficial. He adds
the interesting information for which
the war department "will surely haul
him over the coals, that thousands of
German soldiers in the trenches have
gone for days without food, only to
fight better than ever.

Altogether there are plenty of symp-
toms, official and others, that the food
supply of the empire is causing more
and more anxiety but it only adds to
the grim determination to fight to the
bitter end.

Worse than the scarcity of foodstuffs,
which is surely to be greatly relieved
when the year's crops are harvested,
is the scarcity of commodities neces-
sary to carry on the war which are not
produced In the country.

Petroleum Supply Scant.
The stock of petroleum is beginning

to get very low, and with the Russians
occupying Galicia and the British
navy cutting off all inports by sea, the
government is gradually preparing the
people for the moment when all petro-
leum will be seized by the state.

The scarcity of copper will also be-
come acute as soon as we have ex-
hausted the supply on hand in Belgium,
now being stripped of every ounce of
the metal which the military Moloch
must have for the manufacture of guns
and shells.

REFUSING RRHUCTION, 1000
MINERS GO OUT ON STRIKE

Grafton, W. Va., Feb. 20. Miners em-
ployed by die Jamison Coal company
in the Barracksville-Farmlngtb- n region
struck Friday, alleging that new prices
for mining recently enforced by the
company virtually meant a reduction.
About 1000 men are affected.

KTHUKIE
WEABYOFTHE

fflSTIII
Army Officers Tell Amer-

ican That National En-

thusiasm Has Waned.

ROUMANIA MAKES
OUTLOOK GLOOMY

.Eng., leb. 20. An
LUNUUN, has Just returned from

Austro-Hungar- y, says it Is only
necessary for one to stay there a few
days to see plainly that the inhabi-
tants are thoroughly sick and tired of
the war men, women and children,
high and low, rich and poor. This ob-

server gave an interview on condition
that he remain anonymous.

"As the Austrians look back to those
first days in August when, with an en-

thusiasm amounting to positive frenzy,
they declared war on little Servia;
when bands paraded through the
streets, and mea were yelling and boys
throwing hats in the air, they find in
the cold grey dawn of reality much
solid food for thought," he said.

Roumnnia Causes Trouble.
"To add to the difficulty one which

Austria never really thought seriously
of there is Roumania, who has not
been at all kind of late. Last sum-
mer she served notice on her western
neighbor' that the price of peace was
J160.000.000. Austria protested wildly,
but finally gave J40,000,000 on ac-
count, which, however, did not make
much difference, because it was bor-
rowed from the emperor William; but
during the last 10 aaya Roumania has
been pressing her claim for the re-
maining $120,000,000 in a manner dis-
tressing to Hungary. In short, Rou-
mania is thinking very seriously of
taking Trahsylvania. Great quantities
of natural gas. silver, coal and petrol
hpve lately been developed there, which
may possibly have something to do
with the idea, but that, of course, is a
detail. Roumania nevertheless has be-
come very annoying.

' Will Not Stop.
v'But thp perpler'.ng feature of the

whole matter, from the standpoint here,
seems to be that the bloody piece of
machinery that they were so easily
able to set in motion last August will
not stop running now It keeps wildly
running on."

"Every Austrian officer I have talked
to has been loud and outspoken in the
cause of peace. One cavalry captain,
whom I met on the train leaving Vi-

enna, frankly admitted he had seen
enough. He was then on his way to
St Moritz, where his wife had a villa,
and where he expected to spend the
winter. His place had been filled by
a. German officer, as was the case with
many 6Uiers. - --Va

! Yf,m In "France.
In thhVdark hour, Austria sees only J

nno rav nf hnn- - and. curiously enough.
that ray is France! Germany has t
proved her undoing, and Italy is drill-
ing farther away each day. There is
no one else to turn to. This idea is
not of the street, but comes from the
higher places; of that I am sure. Re-

peatedly during my travels through
Austria lately I have been sounded by
not unimportant officials as to my feel-
ing concerning the French contingent.
At first I was inclined to treat the mat-

ter lightly, but find that they really
consider the idea quite possible. Aus-
tria, France and Germany, side by side
for the "culture" and peace of Europe.
Servia, Russia and especially England,
shall perish with the unrighteous.

Worth $80,000,000 But

Have Never Been in Auto,
At Theater or ,

on Yacht
New York, Feb. 20. Living in a Fifth

avenue mansion and Passing between
them a fortune estimated
are three elderly women who, in spite
of their wealth, enjoy few of the lux-
uries to which persons of far more hum-
ble For exam-
ple,

means are accustomed.
they never have ridden In an auto-

mobile or on a yacht. They never have
attended a theater. They never wear
lewelrv and, so far as known, do not
possess any. They do not have a tele-
phone, never entertain and rarely re- -

These three sisters are the last sur-

vivors Of the Wendel family whose
holdings of New York city property are
said to be greater than those of the
Astors and. whose standing rule for
generations has been that it will not
sell any of its valuable real estate at
any price. Although the house in which
they live occupies a site worth two to
three million dollars, they live more
simply and inexpensively than the aver-
age New Yorker enjoying a moderate
salary. They are virtually hermits In
the midst of the swirl of the fashion-
able society and in the heart of the
greatest spending section in thp world.

Bride Knows Husband Is
Dead When She Finds His

Violin Strings Broken
Paris. France, Feb. 20 This story Is

going the round of the French papers:
One of the most distinguished vio-

linists of France, who was married only
one month before the beginning of the
war, said to his bride on leaving for
the front that if any misfortune hap-
pened to him, he would arrange to let
her know it in advance of the official
notification.

Weeks and months went by, without
any bad news, and the bride almost had
forgotten the singular statement made
by her husband in the emotion of separa-
tion, when on Sunday morning, January
24, she felt an irresistible desire to
plav a certain melody that her husband
Rem! was particularly fond of. She
opened the case, took out the violin and
all color left her cheeks. Two of the
strings were broken, the "ri" and the
"mi". "I understand" she stammered
and staggered to a chair. The follow-
ing day toward noon an official from
the- - war department came to inform her
that the sergeant Reml had died
upon the field of honor.

Coal Shortage Felt in
Paris; English Supply

Difficult to Handle
Paris, France, Feb. 20 Paris Is still

feeling the lack of fuel. There is said
to be plenty of English coal but it
comes in great blocks and there is not
enough help to break it up at Rouen,
the coal port of Paris, so as to make
it available for the retail trade.

To remedy the situation the minister
of commerce proposes to recruit miners
to increase the output of French mines
that are not in the hands of the
Germans.

American Girl Is Moving
Spirit In Aiding Wounded

K Zl2 3
MRS. JOHN WARD.

Eng., Feb. 20. Mrs. John Ward, formerly Jean Whitelaw Eeid, of
LONDOX, city, is the moine spirit in the work of the society of friends

sick and wounded. Tins organization has just sent Thomas Whitte-mor- e

to Berlin on a special mission.
Mrs. Ward's brothennlaw, Gerald Ward, has been reported as a wounded

prisoner of war. He has the company of his brotherinlaw, as also in the First Life
'guards, the earl of Erno, who has succeeded to his title since he has been a
captive.

O.S.IHT0
OPEN CANTEENS

FOR IflLOIERS

Free Sandwiches and Coffee
For British Troops Who

Have No Funds.

TO PROVIDE WORK
i FOR IDLE WOMEN

ONDON, Eng., Feb. 20. Under j

I . supervision by American wemen,
" canteens are to be established at

all the leading railway stations in Lon-

don where sandwiches, coffee and other
light refreshments will be supplied free
to soldiers in uniform.

Thousands of soldier pass through
London dally, frequently without suf-
ficient money to buy food.

"War Office to Aid.
In work at railway stations, tho

American women who have been look-
ing after stranded Americans and Bel-
gian refugees, have learned of the
great need for canteens where the sol-

diers can be promptly provided with
nourishing food without cost The war
office is so well impressed with the
women's plan that Its assistance in car-
rying on the work has been assured.

Mrs. Viola Scott. Mrs. A. T. Stewart
and a score of other American women
who have been assisting travelers ever
since the opening of the war are the
prime movers In. the plan and have the
backing of the entire American worn-an- s

war relief committee.
Many American Women Interested.
Mrs. Benjamin Lathrop, who is one

of the most active workers in the
French emergency committee organized
to supply the immediate needs of hos-
pitals in the north of France, has in-

terested Mrs. H. C. Hoover and many
other American women in this particu-
lar movement and is collecting gen-
erous quantities of ether and other hos-
pital supplies so sadly needed in many
of the isolated hospitals near the bat-
tle line. Mrs. Lathrop left London this
week for an inspection tour in norths
em France.

To Help1 "Women.
The duchess of Marlborough has as-

sumed the chairmanship of the philan-
thropic committee of the Society of
American Women in London. This al-
ready has a number of workrooms es-
tablished for the employment of wom-
en thrown out of work by the war, but
the need is so great that .a marked
extension of this work is planned. Mrs.
A. T. Stewart, "with the RRslstAnro of
this committee, has just opened a i

workroom at 123 Victoria street, whera j

indigent women will be afforded an !

opportunitj to earn a iKIng j

TWOAEROPLANES

HIITM ON

ARMORED ENEMY

New German Monoplane Is
Put to Rout and Finally-Sen- t

to Earth.

ARMORED CRAFT
PROVES UNWIELDY

France, Feb. 20. A
DUNKIRK, two French aero-

planes and one of the new "ar-
mored" German monoplanes, a type
which has only recently begun to ap-

pear on the northwestern frvnt, is de-

scribed by a French officer, he says:
"For half an hour the black Taube

had been describing .Infernal circles
over our lines, while our men crouched
in their trenches, covering with their
bodies bayonets, mess tins and every-
thing else whose glittering surface
might betray their position. I alone
stood up, observing the enemy through
my field glasses.

"Suddenly a French airman emerged
from a cloud above the Taube. The
dry bark of a mitraileuse announced
that the Frenchman was attacking. The
Taube turned tail without replying, but
only to return to the battle.

Charge Head On.
"Then the two great birds charged

head-o- n. From below it seemed that
they must meet in a terrible shock.
Nothing of the sort; the German passed
a little above the Frenchman, the ma-
chine guns spoke. Carried apart by the
speed of their charge, like knights In a
tourney, they swept about In great
circles to renew the combat.

"The Frenchman hovered and waited;
the adversary returnee; quickly with

Y ONDON, Eng., Feb. 20. Optimistic 1

I forecasts are still to be heard of
"" the war ending In June, 'based on
the impression that Germany is al-

ready "strung out" and will be unable
to withstand the shock tactics which
the Allies are preparing for the spring.

This opinion is held by men who pro

BUT N GATE

is inOF R

open

At Port Maillot Paris Wom-

en Planned to Oppose
German Army.

NOW IS RUSTIC
SCENE OF PEACE

By LA RACONTBCSE.
Fance. Feb. 20. All the

PARIS, gates of Paris with the ex-

ception of the Porte Maillot are
closed to carriage traffic because of
the war. The tall girl ironworks of
the Porte Dauphine is covered with
rought boards now and inside the gate,
in front of a trench, a pile of chopped
down trees recalls the days last year
when we were preparing to giro the
advancing Germans a warm reception.

A few months ago, we had quite
made up our minds to fight the last
desperate fight for Paris at this spot.
"When the Prussian advance guards in
motors and shell rushed forward
against the last line of defence, they
were to be caught by the network of
branches and shot down, by the doomed
soldiers hidden In the trench.

Women "Would Have Fought.
At that t'jne we were so excited that

we, the women of Paris, would have
received the enemy with scalding wa-

ter and boiling tar.
"We breathe easy now. The sun Is

shining. In the early morning I walk
from the Porte Dauphine to Suresnti
along narrow forest paths, listening to
the babbling brook and the chirping
birds. Three soldiers, on horseback
pass, riding along a path half hidden
bv fallen leaves, and then the sound
of the hoof beats dies out. The wood
is silent once more.

"Where Tea "Was Sipped.
Here la Pre Catelan where ages ago

we sipped our tea after the Long
Champs races; and where merry Paris-
ians came In the early morning fo cof-
fee and fresh croissants. Now the Red
Cross has taken possession of the beau-
tiful rooms.

I cross Avenue de la Reine Margue-
rite and here I meet the first man on
horseback. He looks like the famous
Bon from Salamanca and his Rosinante
limps along painfully. France has no
more saddle horses. The war took
them all, even the noblest and most
blue blooded.

Where General 3Jet.
Here In Avenue de la Reine Mar-

guerite was the meeting place of the
generals before the war. Here rode in
early morning Gen. Joffre. Heavy and
dull, like a bag, he hung on his horse
and In fear and trembling we realized
that the tmt a Vranca imr those
fat bands.

The Bols Is now one big corral for
cattle. Wire fences run from tree to
tree. Inside the fences soldiers

our future dinners. A floK
o" sheep browse on Pelouse's meadow
and In the shade of the grand stand
where raonsieur and madame Poincare
a few months ago acted as hosts to
kings and queens, cows are chewing
their cuds.

clever maneuvers, flying above, then
below the Frenchman, firing when he
could, while the Frenchman seeming to
remain almost stationary, replied with

"In the trenches our red pantalooned
soldiers and the spike helmeted Ger-
mans alike suspended sniping opera-

tions and followed that death struggle
with eaqual emotion. An Involuntary
Ah'" broke from a thousand throats as
a biplane emerged from the same cloud
that had hidden the French monoplane,
and the Taube turned to flee.

Monoplane Pursues.
"But the French aeroplane pursued,

and it had the advantage here, for the
German monoplane, being armored, was
Wo heavy for high speed. The French
machine quickly passed the- - fugitive,
forced It to turn and come again to-

ward the French line, where the biplane
was awaiting, it. It passed near the
latter and again there was the bark
of guns, but apparently without decis-
ive result

"Again the French aeroplane re-

turned to the charge. Flying high over
Its adversary, it suddenly dived head-
long upon it, seemed to touch It and
then mounted again gracefully In the
air.

x "At a diray speed the Taube, mortal-
ly wounded, fell almost vertically Into
the German lines."

Bread and Sugar Go Up "i

One Cent in New Yorli;
Federal Probe Lively

New Tork. Feb. 29. The high cost
of living has become once more a sub-
ject of acute Interest with the sudden
advance in price of two of the most
widely used of staple commodities. The
one cent increase in the charge for the
daily loaf which was made by prac-
tically all the bakers of the city at the
beginning of the present we6k. Is esti-
mated to cost the Inhabitants of
Greater New Tork the sum of

a year. At the same time with
the advance in bread the price of
sugar has gone up a cent a pound. In
the case of bread the explanation
given is that Europe is taking our
wheat at. record-breakin- g prices, while
with sugar the case is exactly oppo-
site, as it is impossible to secure it
from Cuba in sufficient quantities to
supply ordinary market demands. The
state authorities already have begun
an inquiry to determine whether the
rise in bread Is due to a criminal con-
spiracy, and there are suggestions
from Washington that one or more
of the federal departments will take
up the subject.

Nobody here seriously believes an
attempt will be made to place an em-
bargo on wheat experts. So far as
bread is concerned the only hope of
lower prices seems to be in another
record-breakin- g wheat crop this year
coupled with an early ending of the
European war.

fess to have some grounds for their
confidence, which on inquiry is gener-
ally found to be based on the expecta-
tions of Germany running short of men
or munitions or both. But, however
well inspired this optimism may be.
lord Kitchener is taking no risks. War
offce contracts for harness saddlery,
etc., have been glve.i out to cover a
period of over two years.

London Expects tne War to find In June
-:- I:- -:- U- -- ::- -:- J:- -:-J:

War Department TKinks Two Year


