
Seattle Aerie No 1, Fraternal Order of Eagles,
has brought the matter of protecting the Ameri-
can eagle before the grand aerie which willmeet in
Seattle next year. The movement to prevent the
extermination ofthe bald eagle, the bird of freedom,
meets with the unanimous approval of the lodge.
A committee has been directed to write the grand
worthy president of the order, apprising him of
the position taken by Seattle Aerie No. 1, and to
request him to communicate the resolution adopted
to every aerie in the country. ' 'There is much
that can be done on the Pacific coast and in Alaska
toward protecting the American eagle," says
President Thomas Perrot. "In the thickly settled
east the bird is nearly extinct, but in the moun-
tains and in Alaska it is frequently seen. How
the bird of freedon can best be protected will be
left with the grand aerie. In the meantime mem-
bers of the order in Seattle will cease to wear
eagle claws or any emblem that means the death
of an eagle."

While declaring his opinion that the increased
freight rates on east and south bound lumber ship-
ments out of the Spokane country, effective Nov.
1, are arbitrary, exorbitant and unreasonable, as
alleged in the suit of the Potlatch Lumber company
and 30 other concerns operating in eastern Wash-
ington and northern Idaho, against the Hill and
Harriman systems and connecting lines, Judge
Whitson, sitting in the federal court of the
district of Spokane, declined to enjoin the Spokane
International, the Canadian Pacific, the Spokane &
Inland Empire, the Idaho & Washington Northern,
the Washington Central and the Spokane Falls &
Northern railroads from maintaining the present
tariff. The decision is sweeping in its effect and
is in direct opposition to the opinion handed down
by Federal Judge Hunt in the Montana case, also
the decisions made by Judge Wolverton in the Ore-
gon case and by Judge Hanford in the western
Washington injunction procedings. The court
said in part in the opinion:

1 'The decisions of Judges Hanford and Wol-
verton granting the injunction at the suit of the
lumbermen of their respective districts, were made
prior to Nov. 1, and whatever be the merits of the
contentions there made it is manifest that a dif-
ferent question is presented here. In the present
state of the record it must be taken that the rates
filed with the interstate commerce commission to
become effective Nov. 1 are arbitrary, unreasonable
and exorbitant, as alleged in the bill of complaint."

Judges Whitson held that the United States
courts have no authority to take cognizance of a
question as to the reasonableness of a freight tar-
iffput in effect following the regulations of. the
interstate commerce law and that the proper trib-
unal before which to try the case is the interstate
commerce commission.

The decision places the International, the Spok-
ane & Inland Empire, the Spokane Falls & North-
ern, the Washington Central and the Idaho &
Washington Northern railroads in a class by them-
selves. They are required to charge and collect the
advance freight rates on lumber while the trans-
continental and eastern connecting lines that have
been enjoined are prohibited from collecting any
more than the amount of the old rate. They are
authorized to make a book charge of the difference
between the new and the old rates, and they will
be entitled to collect from the shipping or their
bondsmen if the interstate commerce commission
declares that the advance rates are not unreason-
able.

Under the ruling the only thing the railroads not
enjoined can do is to continue charging the advanc-
ed rates. They have made a proposal to all the ship-
pers that, in case the interstate commerce com-
mission declares the new rates are excessive and
authorizes the railroads to return the excess, they
will promptlycomply with the ruling.

Strange it is that the Index is canvassing the
democratic eligibles for a judge. Probably kick-
ing up a dust to obscure a series of pantomime
performances now in progress in republican cir-
cles in the court house.
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Slater & Gnagy have installed in their Narcise
mill a fine new planer and are prepared to furnish
all kinds of dressed lumber. Their stock of lum-
ber left over from last summer is perfectly dry
and from the large stock on their yards almost
any order for finish material can be promptly filled.


