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BE TRANSFERRED TO RCOT

BUILDING OF PANAMA CANAL

WILL PROBABLY BE DIRECTED

BY SECRETARY.

Claimed That the State Department

Could Handle the Proposition

to Better Advantage.

There is apparently every justifica-

tion for transferring the control of

the Panama canal from the war de-

partment to the department of state,

and the shifting of responsibility from

Secretary Taft to Secretary Root will

not in the least bring discredit upon

the war secretary. Secretary Taft has

all that one man can reasonably be

expected to attend to in running the

affairs of the army and holding the lid

down on the Philippines. Secretary

Root, on the other hand, would never

be overburdened with work while he

directed his entire attention to the

state department. He could well add

the direction of the construction of the

canal to his other duties, and the n not

work as hard ag he did when he was
head of the wai department.

Root and Taft are both compe-

tent men; the public has confidence

in both, as has been der onstrated over
and over again, and so has the presi-

dent, but it is very evident that Sec-

retary Root, with little other work de-

manding his attention, would be able

to better direct affairs on the Isthmus

than could Secretary Taft, whose time

is already absorbed by other matters

more properly under his supervision.

It is in the interest of good public ser-

vice that the change should be made,

yet the canal would be built, and

properly built, under either Root or

Taft.

Everything Is Shirked.

It is apparent, from reports brought

back to this country by intelligent and

responsible men. that the Panama

canal now needs good executive di-

rection above all else. There are en-

gineers in abundance; there is all the

technical and mechanical direction

that will ever be required the engi-

neers now charged with the actual

construction work are equal to their

task; what is lacking is good general

direction; good administration; a

competent supervising hand which will

bring system out of chaos, and remove
many barriers which now confront

the engineers, and prove obstacles in

their way.

Red Tape and Small-Fry.

For more than a year, Mr. W. J.

Murphy, a sanitary specialist, has been

at work on the Isthmus, under Col.

Gorgas, who has been fighting yellow

fever and other pests. Mr. Murphy

was in Washington, recently, and he

talked rather freely, and extremely

frankly about conditions at Panama.

"To my mind," said he, "the two

greatest obstacles which confront the

men who are building the canal, next

to yellow fever, are red tape and the

swarm of small fry clerks and officials

which our great and good government

has sent down to the Isthmus. They

have all. without exception, a bad case
of swelled head, and the evils of red

tape are only rendered the more acute

by the doing of this swarm of two-by-

four clerks and officials. I went to

the Isthmus filled with enthusiasm and

with the intention of working as I had

never worked before at the task of

rooting out yellow fever, as well as

discovering everything possible in re-

gard to the disease.

Everything l s Shirked.
"I was not in the zone' very long

before I discovered that the greater

part ° f trie small-fry clerks and offi-

cials had gone there with no higher

or better object than that of having

a royal good time at government ex-

pense. Everything was shirked, every-

thing is looked upon in a light and

frivolous spirit by these fellows, some

of whom are not worth their transpor-

tation back and forth.

"When Mr. Stevens arrived at the

canal he found the tracks on whiq[h

the work trains and steam shovels op-

erated as crooked as a dog's hind leg.

Cars were running off the track every

few hours, and more than three-fourths
of the steam shovel engineers sent

out from the United States were sit-

ting about doing nothing. He prompt

ly sent them all back to the United

States, compelling the government to

give them other work until they were

needed, and has since then devoted his

attention to getting the tracks into

some semblance of order and repair.

This work is now almost finished, the

tracks are as straight and in as good

repair as the best in this country, and

in a short time he will send for the

steam shovel engineers to resume

work. I consider that in Engineer

Stevens and Col. Gorgas the govern-

ment has two valuable men, who, if not

hampered by too much red tape and

not annoyed by worthless youthful

clerks and officials who go down to

have a good time, will accomplish the

greatest of modern undertakings, the

building of the Panama canal."

It is opinions such as these which

indicate the need of a good executive

head, and if Secretary Root shall

give the canal his closest attention, as

he can afford to do, he will wipe out

many of the difficulties now attending

the successful completion of the ca-
nal.

Insurance Investigation Ma.y Keep Him

Out of New York.

NEW YORK, Oct. 14.?James H.

Hyde is in danger of being exiled from

New York. The Armstrong insurance

investigating committee threatens to

ask the legislature to continue the

committee from year to year until Mr.

Hyde voluntarily returns to New

York and testifies. The effect of such

action by the legislature will make it

possible for the committee to subpoena

Mr. Hyde whenever he puts foot inside

the borders of thi s state.

"Officinl red tape is the other very

serious evil, but Engineer Stevens is

working manfully to overcome this

drawback. The discontent among the

laborers on th e canal has been due

largely to the fact that at times they

were near to the point of starvation."

He then tells how the government has

five times changed the pay day, fre-

quently letting the men work for two

months without funds. The result has

been they have suffered intensely, for

credit is hard to obtain in the canal
zone. The construction of quarters for

the men, the establishment of commis-

saries at intervals along the canal

route, and the sale of provisions at

reasonable rates, however, will do

much to obviate this trouble in the

future.

HYDE FACES EXILE.

Crooked Tracks.
Taking up another phase of the sit-

uation, Mr. Murphy said:

This banishment will apply als 0 to

Mr. Hyde's former associates in the

Equitable, who have been avoiding

subpena servers by remaining outside

the state of New York. The failure

of Messrs. Hyde, Jordan and Mslntyre,

to come forward and tell what they

know about the affairs of the Equit-

able has greatly incensed the mem-

bers of the committee and they are de-

termined to force the issue by making

permanent exile the alternative.

Hyde to Keep Silent.

From a reliable source it is learned

that Mr. Hyde and his former asso-

ciates are equally determined not to

testify.

The effect upon Mr. Hyde of the

continuance in force of the investi-

gation will be similar to that result-

ing from the attitude of District At-

torney Jerome regarding Reginald

Vonderbilt in the Canfield gambling

house crusade last year. Because of

Mr. Jerome's avowed intention to sub-

poena young Mr. Vanderbilt should he

come within the jurisdiction of the

state, the latter was an exile for many

months.
The absence from the state of T. D.

Jordan, former controller of the Equit-

able, is a matter of almost equal con-

cern to the committee.
Mr. Jordan, who was controller of

the Equitable, was ousted from that

position by Paul Morton in the mid-

dle of July. He was discharged be-

cause he refused to tell Mr. Morton

what he knew of the society's old

"Yellow Dog" fund, a loan of $600,000

since liquidated secretly by unknown

individuals. His refusal was met by

Mr. Morton with these words: "Well,

Mr. Jordan, I'll give you 24 hour s to

tell me."

The day passed without the con-

troller's weakening and his connection
with the society ceased forthwith-

Soon afterwards he left town. If any-

one knows where he is the knowledge

is being kept carefully from the legis-

lative investigating committee.

The end of Mr. Mclntyre's Equita-

ble career came about the same time

as Mr. Jordan's. He resigned and the

resignation was accepted without de-

lay or comment, whereupon he, like

the other two, hastened to leave the

city.

Only these three men, it is said, can

testify authoritatively as to the his-

tory, purposes, uses and close of the
"Yellow Dog" fund.

Jordan has most effectively con-

cealed his whereabouts. It is known,

however, that Mr. Mclntyre is spend-

ing most of his time in Boston, where

he has recently held several consul-
tations with his patron and former

superior officer.

Official Press Agent.

CHICAGO, 111., Oct. 14?The univer-

sity of Chicago enjoys the distinction
of being the only educational Institu-
tion in the country, and probably In

the world, that has an official press

agent

President Harper announced yester-

day that Oscar D. Skelton had been

chosen as press representative.

Mexican Boxers In Jail.
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WARDEN KEES MAKESREPORT

NUMBER OF CONVICTS IN PENI-

TENTIARY DUING SEPTEM-

BER WAS 742.

Cost of Maintenance of Institution Was

Nearly $7000?Typhoid Pa-

tients Doing Well.

The average daily number of con-
victs confined in the state penitentiary

during the month of September was

742 according to the report of Warden
Kees, filed with the state board of

audit and control and just made public.

The maintenance for the month was

$6703.85. Their jute mill manufact-
ured 18,731 grain bags, 25,726 yards of
burlap, 70,560 yards of hop cloth and

209 yards of hop cloth warp during

the month, the exact number being

558,000.

Warden Kees reported that there

were 88 cases of typhoid fever during

the recent epidemic at the prison, to

October L In only five cases are the

patients in poor condition, one of these

being J. C. Hillman, steward of the

penitentiary. The report makes no

mention of the retirement of Dr. Y. C
Blalock as prison physician nor the

responsibility for the epidemic.

FROM NORTHWEST PAPERS

Is Chinaman Legal Practitioner?
Justice Dunbar yesterday took the

final action in the case against Chin
Man Sui, the Chinese physician, who

was prosecuted in his court on the

charge of practicing medicine in Idaho

without a license from the state board
of medical examiners, finding the de-

fendant guilty as charged and fining

him in the sum of $100, besides costs.

The evidence by the state was pre-

sented some time ago, and the de-

fense declined to introduce any testi-
mony.

Attorney C. C. Cavanah for the de-

fendant presented the legal question

in the case that the evidence upon

which Chin Man Sui was convicted
was illegal, in that it had been shown

that one of the witnesses had received

money for making out a case against'

the defendant. Notice of appeal was

given, and the case will be carried to

the higher courts, the defense now

taking the stand that Chin Man Sui

is a legal physician in the state, al-

though he has never secured a license.

He claims that he had practiced in

Boise before the enactment of the law

requiring the examination of physi-

cians, and therefore comes within the

provisions of the statute exempting

from examination doctors who were

already practicing here and providing

for the issuance to them of state certi-
ficates. ?Boise Statesman.

Raising oad House License.

In the future no road house license

will be issued for an establishment lo-

cated within three miles of any vil-

lage or hamlet in the county. The

road house license is $100 a year and

three establishments in the county

secured such a license in villages and

hamlets. Two are at Forest and one

at Morrow. The commissioners yes-

terday conferred with the county at-

torney on the subject and upon ad-
vice of the latter will direct the hold-

ers of road house licenses at Forest

and Morrow to secure a $300 or $500

license or close their establishments.
Where precincts in which saloons run

hav e a vote for governor of less than

150 the license is $3'oo. If the vote is

over 150 th e license is $500 a year.?

Lewiston Tribune.

Boggan Was Discharged.
The preliminary hearing of James

Boggan of Anatone, charged with
stealing a horse from the barn of Neil

McLean on November 20 of last year,

was held in th e court room today,

Justice I. R. Snodderly presiding. A

number of witnesses were examined
for the prosecution, after which argu-

ments were made by R. E. McFar-

land, counsel for the defendant, and
County Attorney Rummens, for the

state. Justice Snodderly decided the

evidence was insufficient to bind Bog-

gan over to the superior court, and

ordered his discharge.?Asotin Senti-
nel.

ST. LOUIS, Oct. 14.?The Mexican

editors arrested here are still in Jail
but expect to give bonds. They de-

clare President Diaz a despot and deny

being remnants of the Maximillian re-

gime.

Chief of Police Murdered.
ST. PETERSBURG, Oct. 14.?Col-

onel Von Eitman, chief of police at

Krasnoyarsk, has been murdered.

Demerit's Best
FLOUR

Is purified and whitened by pure air
modified by electricity. The bread-
baking and keeping' quality of the

Flour is improved & &

Flour is Purified
but not bleached

\ Ask your Grocer for a sack of

| "D. B." Flour
| and see for yourself


