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WATER CROWNED KING

Thousands of Acres of Fertile Land Re-

claimed from the Sage Brush.

THE COMING ERA OF PROSPERITY

It is Ushered in With Music, the Firing of Anvils
and Speeches?Diverting the Waters of the

Yakima to the Sunnyside Country.

WHEN WILL THE INDIAN RESERVATION BE OPENED?

The Great Canal of the Northern Pacific, Yakima & Kittitas Irrigation

Company Christened In Champagne and Formally Opened. Satur-
day. March Twenty-sixth, Eighteen Hundred and Ninety-

two ?Distinguished Visitors Present.

California is the pioneer state in irriga-
tion. There this great fac tor to prosperity
was brought through Mexico from Spain
along with the holy cross, by the Mission
fathers, inthe latter half of the last cen-
tury. But for irrigation her fame would
be confined to the products of the mines,
and the fruits and wines which form so
important a part in her prosperity would
leave no existence. Wit h the gradual and
pronounced decrease in the output of

minerals she would become decimated in
{copulation and bereft ol commercial Im-
portance but for the artificial distribution
of water. The same undesirable condi-
tion has prevailed throughout much of
Eastern Washington, only to a greater
extent, for we had not even the producing
and supporting mines to fall back upon.
As late as the sixties all of that (cortion of
Washington east of the Cascades was
known under the generic name of the
Walla Walla and Yakima countries, and
was considered of little value except as a
vast cattle range; in fact it has only lieen

within the last few years that Yakima

has lieen considered in the least from an
agricultural or horticultural standpoint.
Tia true that small patches of land along
the streams were utilized for the grow ing

of hay and vegetables, but if anyone had
maintained that the higher lands and
plains would some day be brought under
successful cultivation, and that hope, al-

falfa, fruit and vegetables were destined
to crowd the cattle from the ranges, he

would have been considered a visionary
and a fit subject for public charge; but
such has come to be the case, and the

former sterile plains are now looked upon
as the equal in productiveness of the his-

toric gardens watered by the Po and the
Nile. This condition has been brought

about through the science of practical
application of water to arid soil and the
investment of capital.

the dams and headgates are located, is
seven miles from North Yakima and
withinsight of the Two I?.uttes, the his-

toric Indian buttle grounds. There a
platform had been built, and at 1 ) o?clock
Hon. K. K. Nichols, us master of cere-
monies, culled the assembled |ieople to
order. His introductory remarks related
mainly to the extent of the work, and Ilie
results which would accrue therefrom. To
show t lie importance of the canal he made
some calculations, taking as a basis the
75,000 acres to lie watered by this means
and the maximum amount of land which
would be cultivated tothecrops for which
this land is especially adapted at 4 > acres
to the farm. From these figures he
found that there would lie 187» farms
supporting something like 20.0J0 pro-
ducers and non-producers, and adding
fifteen millions of dollars to the taxable
wealth of Yakima county. Mr. Nichols
words were interpolated withthe applause
of his audience, ami ha closed with a
tribute to those enterprising and progres-
sive gentlemen who were carrying on this
great work, and with introducing as the
next speaker Hon. Edward Whitson.

l*lr. \% liliwoii-MAddress.

Mr. Chairman and Ladiet and Gentle-
men; In this presence we may congratu-

late ourselves that the dream of the
early settler has been realized and that
the hopes of every citizen and friend of
the county of Yakima has found fruition
in the enterprise now about to l»e dedi-
cated to the object of its creation.

First of all let honor rest like a crown
upon the heads of those who, at a time
of extreme stringency in monetary affairs
had the financial ability; the master-
ful grasp; the courage and faith to carry
to consummation this magnificent work.
Of itself it will always suggest to even
the casual observer the inquiry as to who
were its projectors, and who carried it to
successful completion, and, as its benefits
become more apparent and its magnitude
better understood, the future willyield as
willinglyits tribute as the present offers
so earnestly its praise.

Like Egypt's Nile which seems to rise
and fall as if at the behest of the gods for
the Iteneficial use of her inhabitants, so
will this stream, supplied by a million
rivulets from melting snows, flow on in
ages yet unborn, and, who shall say that
at this time and this hour is not being
performefl the incipient act which in art,

know ledge and civilization willmake this
the Egypt of the west.

We stand in view of historic ground,
where Sheridan and Nesmith, both now
sleeping with the heroic dead of earth,
led the assault upon Fort Konnewock, and
by this very spot the Indians in retreat
were followed by the troops until upon
yonder hill at Union gap, where the Yak-
ima breaks so triumphantly through the
mountains, there made another stand but
at last yielded to the superior force of the
government and acknowledged them-
selves a conquered people. It is true the
supreme crisis followed later, but the bat-
tle here fought and the scenes there en-
acted led to the making of the treaty
which ceded an empire to the government
of the United States. This canal is lo-
cated upon that cessation. That was an
eventful time. Itmarked at epoch in the
history of this region. The inhabitants
became a conquered people, but it re-
mained for the acts of peace to subdue
the country. That event tragic, historic,
long to be remembered in tradition and
insong, was worse than useless but for
this development now so auspiciously
begun, ami while we say of the heroic
Sheridan and the noble Nesmith, both
our own because their fame began with
us, they filled to the fullest measure the
duty of the time in which they lived, we
also say to those now here present to see
the consummation of this splendid enter-
prise, we honor you as well for subduing
what they conquered, and by your efforts
bringing its golden fruitage to the mar-
kets of the world.

As California is to the other states so
Yakima is to the Northwest?the pioneer

of irrigation. Here the first ditches were
constructed for bringing the vivifying
waters on the parched earth. The lines
were run by persons who had little
knowledge of surveying beyond tlie fact

that water, under the great laws of na-

ture, is bound to run down hill. As a
consequence but small areas were watered
by these simple contrivances. To-Jay all
of this has changed, and the enterprise
and skillof man has reclaimed and is re-
claiming the millions of acres of land
within the confines of Yakima county,
and made it possible to build up in the
center the thriving city of North Yakima,
on which is now directed the eyes and ad-
miring attention of tens of thousands of
people who are looking for fairer skies
and more fruitful lands than those around
them. It is not one irrigation enterprise
that we are depending upon for the pur-
pose of making these broad valleys and
great plateaus fulfill the prophesy of
Isaiah and blossom as the rose, but a
number in which aggregated capital has
environed the city with great water

courses, and withtheir laterals spread out
like veins from the main arteries the
trickling fluid permeates every arable
section.

The interest in irrigation has just re-
ceived a fresh stimulus through the com-
pletion and formal opening of the first 25-
mile section of the great canal of the
Northern Pacific, Yakima & Kittitas Irri-
gation company, which occurred on Sat
urday last. The announcement of the
date of the ceremonies was very brief, but
sufficient to attract a large throng of peo
pie, who, early in the morning, could be
seen wending their way down the river
road by every means of conveyance possi-
ble to be secured. Paul Schulae, presi-
dent of the company, arrived in bis spec-

ial caron the 8 o?clock train from Tacoma,
accompanied by a number of distin-
guished guests, inc'.udiug T. B. Wallace,
president of the Fidelity bank; Theodore
Hoemer, president of the Tacoma Light
and Water company: George Browne, of
the Tacoma Lumber company; I. W. An-
derson, president of the Tacoma Land
company; President Strong of the East-
man Kodac company, and Architect Pick-

les. who were desirous of witnessing the
ceremonies and inspectingthe great work,
which is but the beginning of the most
important system of irrigation canals in
America. The intake of the canal, where

How strange the coincidence that the
great irrigation enterprise should begin in
the locality where the Indians made such
desperate endeavors to resist the advent
of the whites into this country and that
this caual should wiud its ainuous course
through Fort Konnewock, even now we 1
preserved, a monument to the valor of
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the Indians; a remembrance to the brat-
ery of our race. To me it is an omen of
succees. Even as the Indians were suc-
cessfully vanquished, so now is the coun-
try effectually subdued, and the blessing's
of peace have followed the conquest of
our arms, so that we may appropriately
recall the poet?s words?-

?Peace has her victims, no less glori-
ous than war.?

This is a canal indeed; in itsdepth, its
width, its carrying capacity it takes rank
with the great irrigation canals of the
country.

For ourselves be it said that its success
is our success; its failure would have
been our failure. This is but Iha begin-
ning of a system which, when completed,
willcompare favorably with the notable
irrigation enterprises of the world. It is
fitting, then, that we celebrate this time,
for no event in the history of this county ;
has equalled in importance this occasion, j
The building of the Northern Pacific rail-
road in no way compares with it. Agri-;
culture being the basis of wealth, this

opens up that avenue to us.
Now here, standing upon one side of

this splendid river, at one end of this
f splendid structure which reaches across

\u25a0 its broad bosom, no better time, no op-

\u25a0 |H>rtunity nor occasion more fitting to.
i speak of the domain that lies upon the

r other side. I only s|>euk the common j
? knowledge of all when 1 say that nothing
within the state of Washington can com-

. pare fur broad expanse in fertility and
latent agricultural wealth with the Sim-

, coe valley lying at our feet. But it is
there only in name; in fact it is a forbid-j

, den land. The hand of enterprise may
' not touch it. The waters coursing across 1

i its bosom must flow unobstructed to the 1
> j sea. You may in the distance enjoy its

\u25a0 splendid background of landscape, but

, you cannot enter and make ityield by your
> 1 magic touch its rich treasures to your

i charge. Mount Adams, in silent elo-
, quence, looks down in mockery upon this

? worse than waste, that might be and
. must lie made of benefit to man. And so

\u25a0 1 say, because the occasion and the scene

\u25a0: before us seems to demand it, and be-

i cause there are present those who could
! reclaim it and make it an empire con-
ftributing by its productions to your

SECTION OF THE GREAT CANAL

i wealth. And so be it said a conquest is

i yours. A fair conquest, one upon the i
principles of justice. The thousand In-1

?, dians who do not occupy this Yakima In- 1
\u25a0 dian reservation need not and may not !

1 1long retain it from their fellow men.
: Indies and gentlemen, this river has |
\u25a0 flown onward unobstructed to the sea un* j
I til seasons have ripened into cycles, and
' the hand of man has not stayed its How.
i Now here the stream divides. Like some ,
\u25a0, strange visitor in a foreign land this water

'' shall find its way into the heart of the :
i desert, and it shall be received as a wel-:

! come guest, and there shall rise up along (
i its course a harvest for the reajwrs w ho'
t shall follow inits wake.

AMrru by Hon. J. H. Kcatla.

r Mr. Chairman, Lad if» and (JentUmen:

\u25a0 Nearly nine years ago Senator John B.
i Allen, Judges John P. Hoyt and It.

I O. l>unbar, now of the supreme court,

> lion. Edward Whitson and myself each
» applied to Uncle San: for t»4O acres of des-.

\u25a0 ert land in the Sunnyside. Shortly after- \u25a0
I ward came my first interview with the

\u25a0 now president of the Northern Pacific, i
r Yakima A Kittitas Irrigation company.

I was supremely enthusiastic in my de-
scription of the possibilities, and endeav-
ored to spread out the prospective of the

| grand future of this fruitful valley when
! watered. We had then some sur-
' veys anil estimates of the expense of the

J reclaiination of our claims. All this 1

mentioned. 1 was encouraged inmy es-
timate of the future, but my estimate of
the cost of irrigation met a merry twinkle

,of the eye. We did not succeed. Uncle
Sam, perhaps not trusting the sincerity
:of our intentions, got weary of wailing

j for our reclaiination and cancelled our
| entries.

We all, withone exception, applied to
1 the )ieople of the slate for different lines
of business; but owing to some slight
misunderstanding and differences of opin-
ion among the people, the other gentle-
men were engaged and your speaker was

, relegated to bis efforts in desert land
i reclaiination. 1 have seen that same
| twinkle in the eye of die president of the

\u25a0 jcanal company today, but it is one of de-
> served triumph inthe success of the grand

, enterprise which is today formally an-
I nounced. It is the triumph of science

generously supplied with vast outlays
of money.

It is said that 3,000 years ago a tiny
flower seed was imprisoned in an Egypt-
ian mausoleum. Thirty centuries after-
ward, when restored to the sunlight in a
generous soil on a foreign continent, from
the liberated germ was born a beautiful
flower which spread its bloom and odors
for the delectation of a new race and civ-
ilization. The life and soul of fruits and
cereals and flowers which have been bid-
den in this valley since a period older
than Egyptian civilization, will now, by
this vivifyingcurrent of the waters of the
Yakima, arise to maintain and support
thousands of happy and prosperous homes
with all the comforts of advanced modern
civilisation. This is an epoch in central
Washington. The ardent hopes, isolated
and weary waiting of the pioneers are to-
day realized. Over a century ago, when
the way for civilization was first broken
across the Alleghany mountains, among
the first parties of hardy frontiersmen
that trooped down upon the solitudes of
an unpeopled land, a horseman alighted
at the summit and silently put his ear to
the ground. A comrade asked him what
he was doing. ?I am,? said the prone
advance guard, ?listening to the tramp
of the millions who are coming.? Thus
today, in the swirling sound of these
waters, we may hear the tread of the
thousands who will people this fair val-
iley, and see the homes, schoolhouses and
ichurch spires that willillustrate American
pluck and enterprise. We will now wit-
ness the reunion of the land and the
water, which have been separated since
Noah?s deluge.

At the close of Judge Reavis? address,
which, like that of the preceding speaker,
was frequently interrupted by applause,
lion. Gardner O. Hubbard, of Washing-
ton, I>. C., was called to the platform.
Mr. Hubbard's remarks were of a brief
character, full of humor and good, hard
sense, and he closed with a tribute of
praise to Mr. I?aul Schulze, through
w hose efforts the building of the canal
was made possible.

In res|tonse to a general call Mr.
Schulze addressed the audience briefly
and in good taste. He thanked the peo-
ple of Yakima for the reception accorded
him, and the speakers for their compli-
mentary words; but he disclaimed the
right to appropriate to himself all the
praise bestowed, for the great work accom-
plished was mainly due to the confidence
that Mr. Villard, Mr. Oakes and other
directors of the Northern Pacific had in
the producing worth and the assured
wealth and prosperity of Yakima. Mr.
Schulze spoke of Mr. William Ker and
Hon. Gardner G. Hubbard as the pioneer
irrigators of Yakima county, and thought
that a great amount of credit was due
them for demonstrating the value of the
practical handling of water on a large
scale for irrigation purposes.

With the close of Mr. Schulze's remarks
the master of ceremonies called for music
by the band, and announced that Miss
Dora Allen had consented to break a bot-
tle of champagne over the headgates,
which would lie the signal for turning
the waters of the Yakima into the canal.
At this the people moved closer to the
banks of the river, and withthe lines

?Flow on thjr liquid saviour of our land,
And blemingf on yon,"

Miss Allen baptized the great work in a
spray of champagne, and, as the head-
gates rolled up and the huge volume of
water entered into the thirsty channel,
the band struck up an appropriate air, the
sjiectators showed their joy in lusty
cheers, and the anvils gave notice to set-
tlers far and near that the battle was won
and the beautiful Hunnyside country con-
quered and ready to submit to the behest
of the husbandman.

Universal iiistory is little more than a
record of the westward migration of east-
ern races in search of an earthly para-
dise. It was in this pursuit that the no-
mad Tartar crossed the Caucasus; it was
for this that the Israelites persevered in
the hard conquest of Canaan where tbs
grapes of Eschol grew;and that the Greek
voyagers sailed out boldly beyond the pil-
lars of Hercules in search of the Islands
of llesperides. When America was dis-
covered the imaginations of men fairly
glowed withexpectation. Desire strength-
ened credulity that somewhere on this
continent was El Dorado with all its at-
tractions of flowery fields, skies of eternal
summer reign and fountains of perpetual
youth. Fortune and life was lost inthis

quest, hut the same hopes and the same
pursuit, though with less glowing fancy
and less credulity, has been continued
down to this time. Westward has been
the march of empires, and many attract-
ive spots have been found, but none that
promised more congeniality of climate or
productiveness of soil, but for one thing,
than the various sections of Yakima
county. Mother Earth was rich In nu-
triment; the climate was equable; there
was plenty of water in the streams, but?-
and there was the trouble?the rainfall
was insufficient in quantity to insure suc-
cessful crops. Clouds would gather and
pass over, but there would be no precipi-
tation to quicken the parched earth.
Homeseekers would praise the climate
and the richness of the soil, only to seek
some other locality. Longing eyes were
often directed towards the Sunnyslde

country because it was the broadest, and
longest and one of the fairest divisions
of this great country; but the natural

obstacle of getting water on to the land,
which seemed to be greater even than in

other sections, made ail hesitate. Com-

THE SHOUTING WELLS OF YAKIMA.

The Fertile High Lands of the Moxee Are Being Re-
claimed bv Means of Artesian Water.

An examination of geolog-
ical indications has con-
vinced intelligent men that
there is an immense under-
ground flow of water, at least
in some localities, and it can
only be utilized by boring.
In Yakima county artesian
wells have been talked of for
many years, but it remained
for a company, which includ-
ed in its personate H. B.
Bcudder, A. K. Hiscock, W.

L. Steinweg anil Fred H.
Reed, to make the first prac-
tical test. Through purchase
from the railroad company
and by desert filings these
gentlemen secured a large
liody of arid land in the up-
per Moxee valley, purchased
drilling machinery and went

actively to work in sinking
wells. The business was
new to them, and they had
to overcome many obstacles

of geological conditions
which are only found in this
section.

This company, which U
known aa the Yakima Arte
aian Well A Land Company f
propones to have n flowing
well on every quarter section
of its holding*, ami as the
land is thus irrigated to dis-
pose of it insmall tracts suit-
able for orchards and hop
growing.

The success of the efforts
on the Moxce has stimulated
others in this direction, and
now there are several drilling
machims in the county eu*

gaged in an endeavor to ob-
tain flowing wells.

There are several points
aliout this me.hod of irriga-

tion that commends it above
all others. Once water is ob-
tained there is no further ex-
pense beyond distributing it
over the land. No fears of
ditches breaking and no ex-
(tense for repairs. It flows
on without cessation unless
the cap is adjusted ; and the
water is of a temperature
varying from 70 to 80 de-
grees, being so warm that it
will act as a forcer to the
crops. »

The initial well was started
at a point thirteen miles from
North Yakima, and at an al-
titude 200 feet higher. Wa-
ter was struck in well No. 1,
in August last, at a depth of
325 feet, and the accompany-
ing illustration is from a pho-
tographic view taken while
the machinery was yet
around it. A test of the well
was made shortly afterwards
and the water was spurted
over a stand-pipe thirty feet
above ground. By actual

It Ih calculated that these
wells will cost from one to

two thousand dollars, and
willeach water IfiO acres of
land, while the difference in
market value of unirrigated

and irrigated lands is from
twenty-five to forty dollars
per acre.

Not only are the artesian
wells of great material bene-
fit to Yakima, but they have
proven one of her beat ad-
vertiaements. People have
come from all over the coun-
try to see them, and invari-
ably they have expressed
themselves as well repaid for
the trip. The drive to and
from the wells gives the sight-
seer an opportunity to appre-
ciate the Yakima valley.

measurement the volume of
water from this well is 636,-
000 gallons per diem. Since
that time two o'her wells
have been drilled, and the
company is now engaged in
sinking the fourth. Well
No. 3 has even a greater flow
than that of the well shown
in the illustration, and its
depth is somewhat less. ARTESIAN WELL NUMBER ONE
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