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ANOTHER GOLDEN GOOSE FOUND
SOLVENT BANK

IS CLOSED
(By United Press Leased Wire.)

VANCOUVER, Wn, Dec. 19.-~The Commercial Bank
of Vancouver was closed today by State Bank Examiner
J. L. Mohundro. According to the examiner the bank's
liabilities was over $455,000, with only $13,885 in cash on
hand, which he considered insufficient to meet the de-
mands of business as it was below the cash reserve re-
quired under the laws.

There was no run on the bank. It is not believed that
the depositors willlose anything. The reason the institu-
tion was closed, it is said, was because the officials had
overloaded with real estate as security for loans. This, in
the opinion of the examiner, was sufficient to close the
bank temporarily, so as to give the officials a chance to
realize on some of the loans and bring the cash reserve up
to normal and in other ways straighten out its affairs.

DOLLAR GAS REASONABLE!
In opening a campaign for DO LI..AR OAS in Spokane The Press

Is only asking for what other cities in the country have had for years,
and some of them relegated to the background as being excessive
long ago.

If you were to talk of dollar gas in most of the cities of the
country you would be drummed out of town as the advocate of graft
and extortion?yet dollar gas sounds awfully good In Spokane, where
the people are held up for 91.50 In order to pay dividends on wa-
tered stock at 60 Wall Street.

In addition to the dollar gas rate the company should be com-
pelled to extend Its mains to the north and south hills and give the
growing population of these sections service.

There are several hundred cities in American with a population
ranging from 3000 to 3.000,000 that sell gas at LESS THAN A DOL-
LAR PER 1000. In the city of Indianapolis there is a company, or-
ganized and financed by the people, that sells gas at 60 cents per
1000. Even on the Pacific coast there are several cities with gas at
less than $1 per 1000, while here in Spokane the gas company is still
billing its consumers at |1.75 per 1000, with a 25-cent rebate if paid
before the 10th of the month.

The day has passed when public service corporations or trade as-
sociations can charge any old price in Spokane. The people will take-
Care of the gas rate In the next election by choosing men for office
who will be pledged to dollar gas.

NEVER TOUCHED ME!
"Never touched me."
The man who muttered this as he

lurched out of the way of a deliv-
ery wagon which swung .swiftly

around the corner of Howard
street nnd Main avenue this morn-
ing, was manifestly under the
'fluence of that delightful concoc-
tion which inebriates as well as
cheers.

Missing the wagon by the barest
fraction of an inch, he was drawn
back by a fellow pedestrian, just in
time to escape the whirling wheels
o. /*» automobile which honked
merrily over the spot where the in-
ebriate had stood but a moment
before.

"Never touched me," he mur-
mured again, as he straightened up

and once more started wabbling

across the street.
A street car came clanging down

the line, and the man who was

overloaded barely scrambled out of
the way in time to escape injury.

Then he reached the curb and
fell.

A call was sent In for the patrol
wagon, and the intoxicated one waa
soon bundled aboard and started
for the station.

As the wagon rumbled away to-
ward the police station, the In-
ebriate waved his hand drunkeuly
toward the little crowd which had
gathered and called a good natured
farewell.

"Never touched me," he said.

SAN FRANCISCO. ?It la expect-
ed that the police will place a
cuarge of grand larceny against
each of the four auspects arrested
In connection with the Humboldt
bullion robbery, and for that reason
the hearing of the writ of habeaa
corpus was postponed until today.

"There's a Dark Man a-Comin' With a Bundle"

Jack Johnson lias joined the ranks of inventory. His efforts to date include a hy-
draulic liftand a seal for freight cars?News Item.

TO CHANGE
LAWS ON

CONTEMPT
Storm of Protest Against

Sentencing Seattle Star
Editors.

JOE GETS EVEN
(By United Preu Leased Wire.)

WASHINGTON, Dec. 19.?Tfie death knell of "suspen-
sion of the rules" day was sounfled for the present session
through the instrumentality of Speaker Cannon today, who
thereby took an unique revengi Today was "suspension
day," and the provisions were tile calling up of bills from
the "unanimous consent" caleifcjar; considerations of mo-tions to discharge committees o£ final measures and finally
requests of measures to suspend the rules and pass meas*-ures on the calendar. This afternoon the house finished
the unanimous consent measure.

(By United Press Leased Wire)
SEATTLE, Dec. 19.?A storm of

protesta from the city and from
outside have piled into the Seattle
Star office following the sentenc-
ing of two editors of the Seattle
Star late Friday afternoon for con-
tempt of court. The Fremont Bap-
tist church congregation yesterday
unanimously passed a 1000 word
resolution commending the editors
and pledging them their utmost
support In their fight for the peo-
ple of the Duwamish valley, now
at the mercy of the traction trust.

Prom all over the country wires
have poured into the Star offices
from editors and publicists, urging
them to continue the fight for a
free press and the right to com-
ment on court decisions.

Already bills are being drafted,
taking from a judge the right to try
his own contempt cases, and others
wiping the principle of construc-
tive contempt?that is, contempt
outside the court room?from the
statute books of the Btate.

That the matter will be fought
out in the legislature which meets
early in January seems a certain-
ty. The contempt law, Involving
the right of a free press and the
Injunction law will both come be-
fore the legislature.

SPOKANE MEN SAVE MONEY SHAVING THEIR OWN
'FBI CHEEKS, BUT THEY BE LOSING BEAUTY BY IT

WILD SCENE
FOLLOWS
DISASTER

(By United Pre** L*a**4Wire) g|j
NEW YORK, Dec. 19.?A toll o|

12 persons dead, eight mlaeingj
and 50 Injured resulted today from,
an explosion of a carload of dyna-
mite that was set off by a minor \u25a0
explosion of a tank of acetylene? j
gaa In the New York Central rail-
road milk depot thia morning.

The dead:
MRB. MARY POKE.
FRANCIS KELLY.
C. M. MORROW.
PATRICK JORDAN.

* PRANK PAGE.
K. B. LIVERMORE.
THREE BODIES UNIDENTI-

FIED.
{ After the explosion ambulance*
from overy part of Manhattan were
hurrying to the scene. Police re-
serves quickly followed the fire-'
men to the ruins that marked the'
big plant, and the work of fighting
the flames and rescuing the dead,
and Injured began.

With the nearby buildings In a
shattered condition and threatening
to topple over on the rescuers, flee-1
men, police, physicians and news-!
pai« imen carried scores of wound-
ed to the atubulancea or placed the
dead In an improvised morgue in
the New York Central railroad
yards. |

With the first shock or the ex-
plosion 500 children, patienta in
the Children's Mercy hc*pttal, be

came panic stricken and those able
M leave their cots rushed for the
fldors. A score of the little ones
trere trampled in the wild rush for
safety. Every window In the hos-
pital was blown in and many of
the children and nurses were cut
with broken glass. The panic was
checked before any of the patients
was seriously hurt.

In the meantime 26,000 persons
bad surged around the blaring
ruins and the police fought with
the crowds to keep them back so
that the work of rescue might go
on..

in is
EXPOSD BY

ATTORNEY

WILD BIRD HAS
STRANGE NOTE

TIED TO ITS LEGRead This»H,rgument, to Get
Other Side of Charter

Issue. (ByUnited Press Leased Wire.) H
GRANITE CITY, 111., Dec. 19.?A slip of yellow paper

on which was scribbled a note signed "George Powers,
from Memphis," telling of a fabulous gold ledge in the
Yukon country, saying that the writer was sick and be-
lieved he was about to die 215 miles from civilization, and
bidding the world good bye, was found today tied to the
leg of a strange species of wild goose shot by'Frank Wan-
ton, a farmer, near here.

The note said that the writer was alone 215 miles from
White Horse Pass, Pine Creek, Yukon territory. His arm
was broken, the note said, he was unable to cook, and could
hope to live but a few days more.

The text of the note was as follows:
"Two hundred and fifteen miles due north of WhitePass, Pine Creek, Y. T., July 8, 1910.
"Been sick since June 15; feel certain I am about to die.

My right arm is broken above the elbow, due to falling
down a mountain. I can hardly walk. Although theje
is flour in the cabin, I have no wav of cooking it, as my
condition will not permit me to work. Back of the eefcin,
200 yards up the gulch, there is a body of almost solid
gold. It is not nuggets, but seems to b esheet. It will
never do me any good. Winter will be here soon. A
mountain storm is now raging. Itwillcut short my exist-
ence, for Iwill freeze to death. There is no hope for me
as I can't walk. I came from Memphis, Term. Good bye*
(Signed) George Powers."

r SANTA ROSA, Cal.. Dec. 19.?
jTllftrial of Dr. Willard P. Burke,
.on a change of having dynamited

of Miss Lv Etta Smith
at She Itui was con-
ttalied today T>y Judge Emmett
jßeireH until Wednesday morning.

Barbers Say That Their
Business Has Fallen Off
Since Advent of the Safety
Razor, Bnt They Are Still
Doing Business.

"Next!"
According to tome pessimists,

we are doomed to live to see the
day when this old familiar cry will
become extinct.

"Yes," said a well-know Spokane
barber, "mos* everybod' shave
himself nowadays. All we do the
livelong day Is cuttu the hair, cutta

the hair, cutta the hair. Some days
we wash the scslp, and once in a
while we give the massage. Hut
the shave?O, the beautiful shave
that we can give you no more

Continued on Psas ahT
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\u2666 LIVELY COMMENT BY ROB- \u2666
\u2666 ERTBON. \u2666

\u2666 \u2666
\u2666 "Who was the 'nigger in the \u2666
\u2666 woodpile' that cut out the \u2666
\u2666 right to install a municipal \u2666
\u2666 lighting plant and regulate \u2666
\u2666 lighting and gas charges in \u2666
\u2666 the new charter?" 4
\u2666 "Mayor Pratt says that he \u2666
\u2666 is hampered by the city coun- \u2666
\u2666cil; that he hasn't got power \u2666
\u2666 enough. From out experience \u2666
\u2666 in the last 18 months we can \u2666
\u2666 all join and say, 'Thank God, \u2666

\u2666 he hasn't got any more.' " \u2666
\u2666 "A cry of 'Stop Thief has \u2666
\u2666 been raised by Mayor Pratt, \u2666
\u2666 after his administration has \u2666
\u2666 been convicted, his chief of \u2666
\u2666 police forced to quit and the \u2666

\u2666 city government brought U \u2666
\u2666 the verge of disruption by \u2666
\u2666 him. What we need more is \u2666
\u2666 a new chief executive Instead \u2666
\u2666 of a new charter." \u2666

\u2666 "The new charter was pre- \u2666
\u2666 pared by men who did not \u2666

\u2666 either know what they were \u2666
\u2666 doing or else deliberately de- \u2666

\u2666 celved the peopl." %
\u2666 "Whn our forefather signed \u2666

\u2666 the Declaration of Independ- \u2666
\u2666ence they voted one-man gov- \u2666
\u2666ernment to everlasting perdl- \u2666
\u2666 tion. Now we are asked to \u2666

\u2666 restore It in Spokane to aid in \u2666
\u2666 the ambitions of a clique of \u2666
\u2666 discredited politicians." +
\u2666 "They say organised labor \u2666
\u2666 stands behind this proposed \u2666
\u2666 charter. I doubt it, because \u2666
\u2666it Is inimical to the beat \u2666
\u2666 things that organised labor *\u2666 stands for. The charter does \u2666
\u2666 not mean to give a square \u2666
\u2666 deal to the skilled mechanic, #
\u2666 no more than doea it mean to \u2666
\u2666 deal fairly by the small home *\u2666 owner." \u2666
\u2666 "In this proposed charter \u2666
\u2666 three men control and one \u2666
\u2666 man will dominate the three. \u2666
\u2666 These men levy their own \u2666
\u2666 taxes, audit their own ac- \u2666
\u2666 counts., act as their own treas- \u2666
\u2666urer, and are accountable af- \u2666
\u2666ter eleotlon only unto them- \u2666
\u2666 selves. The czar of Russia \u2666
\u2666 possesses no more power than \u2666
\u2666 they." *\u2666 "I am not willing to truat \u2666
\u2666to the Intellect of John IS. \u2666
\u2666 Blair as to the efficiency and \u2666
\u2666 Integrity of the new charter." \u2666
\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666\u2666

For one hour and a half Sunday
afternoon at the Auditorium the-
ater Attorney F. C. Robertson dis-
sected the proposed new city char-
ter. He took It up article by artl-

(Continued on MS* two.)

I The Thing Most Desired

POWERS KNOWN
AS MEMPHIS COP

(By United Press Leased Wire.)
MEMPHIS, Term., Dec. 19.?George Powers, whosename was signed to a note found tied to a goose's leg at

Granite City, 111., formerly was a member of the Memphis
police force. He left here two years ago for Alaska. Hissister, who lives here, said that Powers was last heard oftwo years ago at St. Louis, when he was preparing to startfor Nome.

Coincident with the discovery of Powers' message, Joh»
M. Taylor, secretary of the Business Men's league here, re-
ceived a letter from Isaac Thorne of Berger, N. D., stating
that a wild goose bearing a similar message from Powers
had been killed there by a hunter two weegs ago. Thorneinserted a personal letter from Powers telling of a richfind in the Pine Creek district.

JELLSETT
HEW CHIEF

DEPUTY[Through a series of articles, describing the commission
form of government, The Spokane Press started the move-
ment for an improved charter here. The Press believes
tint the commission idea of city government is good, and
nejturally it desired to see the best charter possible on
?otnaaission lines adopted in Spokane.
I But there is a radical difference between theory and
practice. No intelligent man or woman who thoroughly.studies the proposed charter can help but feel that it is
iiS|reinely weak in some vital particulars. Of course,
these weak points may be remedied at the following elee-.Hon, as members of the revision committee have suggested
themselves, but that is in itself a bad admission.
I As stated last week, this newspaper intends to print the
facts about the weak points as well as the good points. It
urges all citizens to-carefully follow the arguments for
ezid against the charter, and to decide for themselves l)e-

--etunlwr 28. Spokane is going to go ahead with the move-
ment for better government, whether the new charter is
rejected or adopted. A choice of honest and able officials,
'and the elimination of the present inefficient band in the
city hall. is. after all, the thing most desired by the people
of SiMtkHiie.

Sheriff-elect George E. Stone to-

day snnouneed his list of deputies.
The list of made up of democrats
and republican!, picked from
among 150 applicant!.

Sheriff-elect Stone says that he
has made the selections that he
thought beat after weighing all con-
siderations. The men (.elected will
be given the appointments with the
understanding that they must make
good to hold their Jobs.

From all indications Mr. Stone
has selected a corps of efficient as-
sistants, and hi this re«i|>et will
probably come aa near pleasing the
men who elected him as It la possi-
ble under such conditions to do.

A. H. Jsllestt, emergency officer
at the police department, Is the
chief deputy. Mr. Jsllsett is prom-

tent am una the Scandinavian ueo-

pie, has the experience, and will no
doubt make good in the position.

David Hyatt, the office deputy,
haa been an express messenger est
the Northern Pacific.

Christopher Baumhoefer resides
on Bridge avenue and has been *>team owner.

H. A. Jarvto is the president of
the Central Labor council and on*
of the bent known men in the labsr
movement.

Captain J. E. Clark Is ? pros**
neat Grand Army man and a pve>
gresslve republican and a saawhaf
of the republican county comsaiV
tee.

William Reynolds comas frasa
Medical Lake, where aa ht «sta at
tha owners of Camp Comfort, fja
wsa a republican for,r*s>
reaentative from tha Paatta «fi
trtct in the recent pritaartsa.

Frank Rase is a traveling satog»
man tor musical instruments.

L. O. Cain is a prominent unta*man and along with Jarvis *j&
recommended by the Central Lakna
council. i

Iter Sarensoa Is a llisiJsMiilarge proparty owned and lsm»lbusiness sssociats of Mr. irtm/7 ?
J. M. Murphy U a lilli\u25a0 \u25a0!WstM

teamster and was fomerhr a jattof
at the county jail. Ha will be tM
*md Jailer andar Mr. Mas*. . 71E. M. Alton wUI as ties m*mrapfaor and Mm KUsabaih WarTsl
will be continued as matron. . W

A. H. eJllsett, emergency offta*
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