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state. Its platform is "liberal"

enough. Why not let the four or five

millions Mr. Baylor speaks of give
this party a boost? The people's par
ty grew up because of economic con-

ditions. It will remain in the field as

long as these economic conditions re

MR. BAYLOR'S T1BWS

The communication from Mr. Chas.
Gano Baylor, elsewhere In this issue,
deserves editorial attention.

The first amendment to the federal
constitution reads as follows:

"Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of re-

ligion, or prohibiting the free ex-

ercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press;
or the right of the people peacea-
bly to assemble, and to petition
the government for a redress of
grievances."

The Independent can see no good

quire reform. But it has nothing to
do with a warfare between different

5
Special January Combination

We Pay the Froight.
We will deliver the following $10.00 combination tq any towns

in the State of Nebraska, freight prepaid by us, any time during the
month of January, 1904. Refereuce: First National Bank or The
Independent. -
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50 lbs. best granulated sugar. . .$1.00
6 lbs: choice prunes. 50
4 lbs. nectarine . .50
25 bars good laundry soap...,.. 1.00
2 lbs. high grade tea....... 1.00
5 lbs. gilt edge coffee... 1.00
3 pkgs. Celluloid starch.. ., .25
4 lbs. fancy bright apricots.... .50
4 lbs. fancy large raisins .60
4 lbs. fancy Muer peaches 50
12 lbs. fancy Japan head rice. . . 1.00
2 cans 16 oz. Cream of Tarter

baking powder 50
3 pkgs. 10-ce- nt soda...., 25
3 pkgs. 10-ce- nt corn starch 25
3 pkgs. 10-ce- nt gloss starch. ... .25
1 lb. pure black, pepper .25
1 bottle lemon extract.. ......... .10
1 bottle vanilla extract .10
3 cans 10-ce- nt Phoenix lye .25

5 doz. clothes pins ..,.... .05
3 bars 10c Rising Sun stove polish .25
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All the above for. ,$10.00

Orders for customers outside of the state of Nebraska and on line of railroad 5 S

- entering Lincoln add 75 cents to pay part of freight.

I Branch & Miller Co. Ii
- m

Box 29G2, Cor. 10th & P St., Lincoln, Neb. What we advertise we do 3
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religious factions. "

When the "redeemers took posses-
sion of the state offices in January,
1901, they found a state debt of f

McKinley '"prosperity"
was at high tide. The corn cribs were

overflowing. Today after three short
years of "redemption" the Nebraska
farmer finds himself bound hand and

foot by the three big railroads, while
the same old gang of treasury looters
is rifling his corn crib. The state debt
has been increased $535,729.49 in three
years. Taxes are running sky-hig- h.

The legislatures of 1901 and 1903

made total appropriations of $6,615,-569.2- 1

for the "redeemers" to spend
in four years or $1,638,352.21 more

than the populists had for a similar
period. Yet people wonder why taxes
are' high and why the state debt in-

creases.

TO INDIANA POPULISTS

The Independent Is in receipt of
a letter from F. D. Craig and one from
Dr. Van Vorhis anent their differences

regarding the condition ofpopulism
in Indiana. Both gentlemen have had
their "say" once on this matter, and
an interminable wrangling over the
question will accomplish nothing at
this time. Hence, The Independent
will print neither of these communi-
cations.

It has been apparent to The Inde-

pendent for some time that Indiana
has rather more than her share of

bright, intelligent, energetic populists,
both "mid-roa- d" and "fusionist." But
the difficulty seems to be that in the
past there has been rather too much

jealousy manifested by these gentle-
men. They have protested that Ind-

iana populists want no leaders yet
each assumes the attitude of a leader
himself and exhibits signs of-- jealousy
if any other populist deigns to speak.
Wouldn't it be a good plan, just for
once, to say nothing about the ques-

tion of leadership and let each populist
do whatever he can to disseminate a
knowledge of the principles of pop-
ulism? In the very nature of things,
some will probably be better teachers
than others but so long as each does
his best, the consciousness of a duty
performed to the best of his ability
ought to suffice, without any heart-
burnings over which has done the

principles of democracy as enunciated
in the Chicago and Kansas City plat-

forms, but who deny with due demo-

cratic emphasis that -- hey owe any
apology to democrats who deserted
the party during those campaigns and

democrats are thoroughly downed and
nationally don't have a ghost of a
show, unless they adopt a republican
platform and nominate a "white-winge- d"

republican-democrati- c ticket,
and now- - the Miller-Morto- n crowd are
returning to the club, so as to have
something to sell out in the next cam-

paign. Jim Boyd was a lieutenant in
the Miller legion, and when he 'was
seated as governor, he placed the
chairman of the republican state com-

mittee on his staff, with the rank of

lent their aid and comfort to the
'enemy.

While standing ready at all times
to welcome the wandering and erring
ones back to the democratic fold upon
sufficient evidence that in future they
purpose supporting the democratic
ticket, the democrats who are arrang- -

ing for this banquet to democracy's

reason for singling out thi3 one
amendment and making it a 'cardinal
principle of populism" to the exclu-

sion ci other amendments or other
provisiciis of the constitution.' Has
Mr. Baylor in mind any law which
congress has made "respecting an es-

tablishment of religion?" The new
anti-anarch- ist law seems to contra-
vene the second clause regarding the
abridgement of the freedom of speech;
and a ruling of Roosevelt and the
postmaster general denies postal em-

ployes the right to "petition the gov-

ernment for a redress of grievances."
Every individual has his hobby

which, to him, seems the "dominant
issue of the age." It may be single
tax, government ownership, "free
thought," or what not. But when he
and his fellow men meet in a body to
take definite action upon some propo-
sition on which all are agreed, and
thereby give expression to the "voice
oi God," it seldom happens that any
individual gets everything his own
"way.

The Independent favors free
thought, free speech, free press, and
free men. It never excludes a com-

munication (if there is space for it)
which gives evidence of an earnest de-

sire on the part of the writer to bet-

ter the condition of mankind no mat-
ter if completely at variance with the
editorial views of the paper.

Making war upon some particular
sect or religious body, or upon all
sects or religious bodies, as The In-

dependent views it, would accomplish
the very end which Mr. Baylor seeks
to avoid. Political parties and the
government itself finally would have,
instead of an economic foundation,
one based upon religious belief, and
ultimately result in a virtual, if not
literal, law "respecting an establish-
ment of religion" and "prohibiting
the free exercise thereof."

Mr. Baylor's conception of a su-

preme being, or how he wants to wor-

ship it, if at all, is his own personal
affair. Populism has nothing to do
with it. One's belief in a Gou does
not determine his economic condition
primarily, but quite the reverse and
political parties, as The Independent
views it, have to do with economic
questions, not religious ones. '

Are those four or five millions of
"enrolled liberal and lree thought"
voters as "liberal and as "free think-
ing" as Mr. Baylor seems to think?
As a matter of fact, aren't most of
them aching for a "scrap" with some
religious body? The Independent
doesn't think it right to "summarily
throw away" any votes; but, on the
other hand, It does believe la adopt-
ing an honest policy and making no
bid for votes by somo catch-phras- o

which In the last analysis meana noth-

ing. Among populists who subscribe
to the fundamental declarations of
the Omaha platform there aro men of
nil fhadca of religious txlkf. Ono
may believe In "rjreenhacks' end a
personal God, or no God, Just as he
ehooxes. To adept what Mr. Uaylor
1.4 evidently try Ins to bring about,
would alienate more voting strength
'than It would add and foolishly, too,
for no jxilithal party can ever glow
to any alze upon a religious or antl re-

ligious latU; It must have an tto-com- lc

foundation.
There is now a national lihfral jxw

luteal party, having view president
and an organization la nearly every

gallant leader decline to step aside to
make room at the family table ior
those who betrayed the household of
the faith.

While it is tru that the departing
ten tribes of Israel marched forth
with the gaudiest banners and the
loudest sounding of timbrel and lyre,
it is equally true that the ark of the
covenant remained .with the tribe of
Judah.

"most. The ark of the democratic covenant

colonel, and Edward Rosewater, of
the republican national committee,
dictated the appointments, as chief
cook and bottle-washe- r. It was this
same Dr. Miller, who was the head of
the Omaha Herald, from the territor-
ial days, who used to print tickets
for the whole cowboy end of the state,
and put In the name of the republican
railroad candidate for congress.

Yes, that old crowd are crawling
back into the democratic ranks again;
and they will probably be hollering
in defense of the boodle gang that Is
now prancing and bellowing like a
steer on the lariat line thrown out by
the federal court, for selling post-offic-es

and stealing land.

Likes The Word
Editor Independent: I am a sub-

scriber and interested reader of The
Independent. I like the word "Inde-
pendent." In its true sense, It means
liberty, and that, either in the press,
politics or religion, the individual is
liable to "say things" without con-

sulting the wishes of thi millionaires,
the money manipulators, the railroad
and other corporations and trusts.

I was a Uryanlte the last two na-
tional canuuilraia but I rcalizpi that

remains in the household of the faith-

ful, and they are cordially invited lo

gather on the evening of January 18,

1904, to again renew their faith in

Indiana is ripe now for a revival of
populism. But, progress will not be
rapid until these bickerings cease.

THE BRYAN IJANOUET

T. D. Worrall, chairmen of the Bry-
an banquet committee, has sent out
the following letter of announcement:

rdemocratic principles and gain
strength for the forthcoming struggle
for control of this republic's affairs.

T. D. WORRALL,
Chairman Banquet Committee.Lincoln, Neb., Dec. 23 To the

democrats of Nebraska, Greeting: The
democrats of Lhicoln and Lancaster
county have taken the initiative In the
pleasant task of Riving a banquet to
Mr. W. J. Bryan immediately upon
hi3 return from his European trip.

During this European tour Mr.

Bryan has been honored by rulers and
statesmen as no other prlvato Ameri-
can citizen has ever been honored, and
he has, by hi manly democrat Jc bear-

ing, reflected credit upon his citizen-

ship and upon his fellow illl.cns.
Loyal democrats, therefore, deem It

only fit and proper that thw splendid
American dtlten and rreat dunocrat
be honored by his fellow democrats
upon hU return home, and to that-en-

are arram;!n;j a "Dollar Dinner"
to bo held at the I.lndeil hotel, I.lu-tol- n,

on January 18, 1501.

It N to bo a democratic banquet, In

fact, as well ai In name, Riven by
democrat who cot only refuse to
nioluko for remaining truo to the

THE J ACKSONIAN CLUB

I. D. Chamberlain, now general secret-

ary-treasurer of the Knights of La-

bor, and editor of the Journal of the
Knights of Labor, published at Wash-

ington, I). O., formerly lived at
Stromsburg, this state, and is well ac-

quainted with Nebraska politicians.
Ills comments on the recent "make-

up" In the Jacksonlan club at Omaha
will bo of Intercut to Nebraska read-

ers:
THEY MADE NEBRASKA KEITH-E- l

CAN,
The democratic club of Omaha Is

named the Nebraska Jacksouian club,
.u nearly as wk recall It, When Dry-a- n

became the candidate for presi-

dent, a lot of good democrat of that
itate hopped ever the fence to hep
the republicans! pull through. This
list of assistant republican Include!
Dr. George I Miller and J, Sterling
Morton, anj their retainer!. The

the two old parties are too closely af-

filiated with plutocracy to be of any
benefit to the masses, and to perpet-
uate houe?t government, for nnd by
the people. Regardless of the 'gocxl
the old parties may have done In the
past, like the traditional dog, they
have had their day, as far as the fu-

ture uplifting anl betterment of tho
whole people U concerned.

Under what form or name, I have
not yet figured out, but something
must and will come to take the place
of these corrupt parties, that the gov-
ernment of the rqual and the free
shall not pcrUh from tho earth.

W. E. ilERRY.
Kansas City. Mo,

A Harvey, North IVnd, NVb.: "Fln!
renewal, It doe me good to ee yoi
going for the Nebraska rcUcetaer.M


