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BOWEN-LOOMI- S CASE

The dismissal of Mr. Bowen from the diplo-

matic service' and the retention of Secretary
Loomis is generally, viewed by the press from

the party standpoint. Mr, Bowen is severely
criticised, hut praise for Secretary Loomis is
scarce. The Kansas City Star says that on Sec-

retary Taft's showing there was no way open hut
Minister Bowen's dismissal and adds;

The case of Assistant Secretary Loomis
was less obvious. Happily Mr. Loomis is ex- -

. ,

onerated from all charges of dishonesty and
graft. But, as Secretary Taft remarks, he was
"indiscreet" in becoming financially interested
in enterprises in furthering which he might

a demand from the traveling public for such a
schedule and we decided to- - give it a trial."
Possibily railroad rivalry had more to do. with
the cutting down of the time than the desire
to please a few men who set too high a value
upon their time. President Newman does not
sympathize with them. He was of the opin-
ion before the eighteen hour trains started
that a twenty hour schedule was fast enough
for the needs of the public, and he has
done well to revert so promptly to this opin-
ion and order the time put back to twenty
hours. He has not waited to have it proven
beyond preadventure that the shorter sched--'
ule had nothing to do with Wednesday's ac-

cident. Why should insane, competition in
r speed be kept up merely to please an almost
' imperceptible fraction of the community?
The Lake Shore, by going back to the old
schedule, will lose nothing thereby, even' if
the Pennsylvania should not follow its ex-

ample. The custom of a few frenzied travlers
is not worth seeking.

find his position as minister useful. It will

in which Mr. Morton has been involved. The
assertion of a man that he has not been guilty
of a particular offense is not usually proof
that he did not commit it. But when Mr.

v Morton says, as he does in his letter to the
president, that he did not, when he was an
officer of the Atchison road, violate the in
junction order cf the court, the general belief
will be that he is telling the truth,' If the
contempt proceedings urged by Messrs Har- - '

, mon and Judson had been commenced a grave
wrong would have been done . Mr. Mor-

ton, however the case , may have been as to
the other officers of "the road. The attorney
general takes the ground that there should be
no procedings against the officers of a corpor-
ation so long as no fact of any kind has been ,

brought out except -- that they are , officers
which tends to implicate them. 1 Why should
men be subjected to the odium of a criminal
proceeding without some proof of guilt in the
hope that the prosecution may unearth some
evidence? Neither" the attorney general nor
the president approves of such "fishing ex-

cursions." Those who approve of that meth-
od of procedure would not do so if they them-
selves were its victims. - The president says .

that he has not been influenced in his view
of the case by Mr. Morton's presence in the
cabinet. Undoubtedly if the interstate com-

merce commission or the special counsel had
found evidence which personally implicated ,
him the president would not have lifted a
finger to aid him. But if Mr. Morton had not
been in the cabinet there wuold not have
been such a demand from some quarters for
his prosecution. As it is, he goes out of the
cabinet bearing the strongest credentials ever
signed by a president.

' -

. be recalled that President Roosevelt ordered
the dismissal of a territorial official who was.
interested In a company that had dealings
with the territorial government, although the
officer insisted that he had used no influence
in the awarding of contracts. While the de-

tails of the Loomis case are not known, it is
evidently less serious than the one just men-

tioned, since Secretary Taft thinks that the

minister In the diplomatic service of the
United States." It cannot be denied, however,
that it is unfortunate for an assistant secre-

tary of state to have" put himself in a position
requiring a public reprimand by his superior.

TRIBUTES TO GENERAL GOMEZ

, The death . of General Maximo Gomez, the
great Cuban soldier, is universally mourned and
his fight against Spanish tyranny is

( highly ex-tole- d:

The late General Maximo Gomez was un-

doubtedly a master of the irregular revolu-
tionary warfare which was best adapted to
the conditions in Cuba during the last insur-
rection against Spain. Measured by the stand-
ard of success, he was entirely successful, and
it is not too much to say probably that, his
skill in organization, his wariness in avoiding
Ditched battles with the trained t.roons frnm

The St. Louis Post Dispatch holds that the
president's rulings are illogical and that Secre-

tary Loomis was guilty of gross impropriety:
Mr. Bowen does not deserve any sym- -

pathy. A man who has the talking habit is
not well fitted for the diplomatic service. But
the question is: Why did the lesser offense
bring the greater penalty? Why does not the
punishment fit the crime? Why is the greater
offender let go with reproof and promotion
while the man whose only offense was that he
was clumsy in right doing is turned out of the
public service with every mark of condemna- - '

'
j: tion and dishonor.

Spain, and his rather barbaric acumen in see-

ing the necessity of making Cuba a waste and
an intolerable nuisance, were largely responsi-bl- e

for that intervention by the United States
which finally brought an end to the Spanish
dominion in the new world. Springfield Re-

publican.

After saying that Mr. Roosevelt and Mr.-Mood- y

may well have their doubts that "A Candid
World will believe Paul Morton's declaration that
he knew nothing about his subordinates paying
$400,000 in rebates, the New York Times says :

"-- "He (Mr. Morton) - owes it to himself and
most certainly he owes it to the vast interests
of which, he becomes custodian in the new
post to which he has been called, as chairman
of the Equitable board, to clear , his name of
all show of suspicion, and to him-

self in the public confidence. His wisest '

course, his best , courseP the only , straightfor-
ward and saving course before him is now to 1

ask the attorney general to take such proceed-
ing as will judicially determine whether , he v

must be held' personally guilty of the unlaw--.

ful act3 and the-- contempt of court charged
against him. '

.

He was their leader ip the insurrection
: which began in the" 60's, and. with his ragged

and half-fe- d band of patriots won many a hard
fought battle from the soldiers of Spain. When
the insurrection, was smothered he was pro-
scribed and engaged in farming in Jamaica.

j , When the last insurrection broke out he re-- "

turned to the isle an 3 was quickly hailed as
leader in the fight for independence. His
great valor was displayed on many occasions.
He often won victories when it seemed that

..' he and his faithful band could not escape an-- .
nihilation. The patriots to a man loved and ;

honored him and his death fills them with -

The Manhattan, Kans., Mercury is inclined to'
think sthat President Roosevelt was blinded by'"

-- friendship: ?. r .
-

Books of the asphalt company bear record
of Loomis' transactions. It was merely an ex-

change of checks. It will be seen that what is
in law construed to be bribery is only an ex-- ,

change of checks, when the parties in interest
command the proper influence. Roosevelt is
telling that his' assistant secretary of state is
getting a "square deal'' from the Asphalt com-

pany. Two men in different stations may
commit the same offense.' One will be dis- -

- graced and punished, and the other praised
and protected. Purity and reform in the
present administration depends upon the
footing of the individual with the chief execu-

tive, Loomis is safe, for Teddy is with him.,.

. for which he fought so well given its freedom.
He saw it prosperous and contented under
the new conditions for which he had striven
So many years. He will be buried with the
highest honors Jthat his country can give the
dead. The name he has made will never die.

Buffalo Evening Times. -

The New York Evening Post says that
"wherever Mr. Loomis' transactions are 'touched
something slippery is felt." The Brooklyn Eagle
thinks Mr. Loomis will soon drop quietly out of
the state department.

DISASTER ON NEW YORK CENTRAL

The terrible disaster which occurred on the
New York Central road a few days after it had

' established its eighteen hour passenger service
between New York and Chicago, suggests the
following thoughts to the Chicago Tribune :

If the railroad officials prove that the
speed of seventy miles ah hour was' not the
cause of the wreck at Mentor or did not con-- .

tribute towards: making , it more , disastrous
the traveling public will have as much confid- - --

ence in an eighteen hour train between Chi-

cago and New York at it has before the ac--

cident Wednesday night." ; But it did not have .

much confidence then. It had instead abun-- -

dant apprehensions. . As the Tribune said
"

' two weeks ago, it looked on the running of
such . trains as a "rash experiment.'' After
what has happened there are many who will
still "believe in spite of all the railroad officials
may I say that it was a rash experiment. Last
Monday President Newman of the New York
Central said he was opposed to the adoption

' of an eighteen hour schedule, hut "there was

That there, is a growing uneasiness in the
island over the restrictions of the Piatt amend- -
ment and the invasion of American capital- -

. Ists and trusts, is beyond dispute. "Cubans
dislike the latter quite as much a3 do the
Americans. They have already had more than
one experience with the way powerful corpor- -

. ations can obtain special favor or evade the
laws. They are encouraging Spanish Immi-
gration, and are even talking of a law 'forbid-- -

ding the ownership of Cuban" lands by for-

eigners in order to make headway against ab-
sentee ownership , by American syndicates or

. promoters. Should this feeling increase or an
; anti-Americ- president succeed Palma, the

loss of Gomez will be deeply felt. But there

PAUL MORTON'S EXONERATION

The Chicago-- Tribune defends the position
taken by President Roosevelt in giving Paul Mor-

ton a clean bill of health, but. admits that there is
force in the contention of Messrs Judson and
Harmon that "guilt is always personal, and so

long as officials can hide behind their corpora-
tions no remedy can be effective:"

Now as to the merits of the controversy


