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of freo transportation, the system will never be destroyed until
public sentiment condemns not only the pass given to the public
official, but the pass given to the private citizen. When a majority
of the people appreciate the fact that the free pass gives the privato
citizen an unfair advantage over his neighbor, that it takes the

money out of one man's pocket and puts it in another man's pocket
without any compensation, that it taxes one class of passengers for
the benefit of another class of passengers, and that it makes passen-

ger rates correspondingly higher for the class that does not receive
free transportation favors, the system will be dealt its death blow.
Until that time comes the agitation against the pass as a bribe to

public officials, while it will have an excellent effect in leading up to
the conclusion which is so much to be desired, will not be decisive.
The victory over the free pass system can only be won when the people
determine to make every form of pass illegal and to punish by crim-

inal prosecutions all who give or accept passes.

STANDARD OIL MENDACITY

Some months ago the Standard Oil company issued an official

. statement .to deny that it was receiving rebates from the railways. It
was admitted that formerly the, company had availed itself of the
rebate system but had not accepted any rebates since the law against
them went into effect

This statement caused considerable surprise among those who did
not understand the "infinite variety" of the rebate. Since the law

against rebates went into effect the rebate system has been much im-- -

proved and the Standard Oil company, while receiving what are in
effect rebates, feels itself warranted in denying that it accepts such

monetary drawbacks as were contemplated by the law.
That the Standard Oil was not telling the whole truth was

made evident a few weeks ago when it was discovered that some of the
southern roads were granting the Standard Oil preferential rates.
These roads were allowing Standard Oil low rates into the territory
of its competitors and refusing the competitors low rates into
ard Oil territory.

When the curious individual compares the testimony and the provi-

sions of the laws covering this case he is amazed. The witnesses de-

scribe certain things that the combined grain dealers have done and
the individual turns to the statutes of the state and ascertains that
these things are forbidden in express terms. The law is almost like
a word picturo of the particular case. But is the great combine dis-

turbed ? Is the individual member, of the combine alarmed If such
is the case it is most extraordinary. ;

The members of the combine will be annoyed by the Worrali

suit, but only prosecutions for felony and unrelenting prosecution to

the bitter end, can bring the individual members to justice. If the

county attorneys by rigidly performing their, duties, should place
stripes on the rich and defiant lawbreakers the moral effect would bo

tremendous. . If the judge could say "six months to be served in
the penitentiary of the state" to every member of an illegal combina-

tion such a sentence, or rather a consistent succession "of such sen-

tences, would stop the violations of the law. '

A farmer who finds his grajn refused at the home elevator be-

cause the manager of the elevator belongs to'thc combine, ships a car
of grain to Omaha, thinking he can find a purchaser. The car is

consigned to a dealer by the name of Worrali, who does, not even

know that it is on the way. Before the- car arrives at its destination
Worrali is approached by the spokesmen of the combine and threat-- ,

ened with dire disaster if he accepts the car and handles the grain.
He has the manhood to resent and defy such menaces, but that docs

not prevent him from being made the victim of the power he has

defied, nor does it 'prevent, that power from persecuting the, farmer
and any dealer with whom the farmer wishes to transact business.

How did information concerning that unusual shipment of

grain reach the combine's headquarters before even Mr. Wotrall knew
that the car had been consignod to him? Presumably the fact that
the car had been shipped was known to only the railway company and
the shipper. It is apparent that the railway company joined forces
with the combine to crush one unfortunate farmer who was so foolish
or so rash as to break the rules which the combine had set up, in
place of the law. The farmer, consciously or unconsciously, trusted '

to the law; the combine trusted in the might of its own arbitrary and

illegal rules. Which is the mightier, the law or these, rules? Let
the people of Nebraska answer that.

ANARCHISM OF CORPORATIONS

Everywhere in the nation the people witness the deplorable
spectacle of contempt for the law. In his speech at Ottawa, Kas.,
Thomas W.; Lawson laughed at the idea that the people would be
able to free themselves from "the system" by legislation and litiga-

tion, and for his frankness, he was called an anarchist by Mayor
Dunne of Chicago. Undoubtedly any man is- - anarchistic 'who

utterly despairs of the law, who is pessimistic enough to believe that
reform is impossible without resort to brute, force, and Mayor Dunne
cannot be condemned for his criticism of Mr. Lawson. But the
Boston speculator has been on the inside. He has seen the? Jaws

derided, circumvented, shattered, and his , familiarity with these

things has bred contempt r Let this be his excuse for uttering senti-

ments that were, tainted with? anarchy. . ; , v. . t

While the people of the 'country, should join with Mr. Lawson
in his anger against those who make a fpotball of justice, they should
not give themselves over to despair, jlf the law has not been enforced

; it is due inrlarge measure to the fact that the people have not been un- -

vieldinff in , their . demand for law enforcement. They have been

But while Standard Oil sanctimoniously pretends to have gone
out of the rebate business, the Missouri investigation has revealed
the fact that Standard Oil still grants rebates on its own account in
order to take away the customers of competitors. W. H. Hawkins,

"

who was formerly superintendent of tank wagons for the Standard
Oil company, testified that the company gave rebates from 1890 to
1895 within his knowledge, the total amount being sometimes as high
as $3,500 a month. A. G. Shires, who was manager for the Republic
Oil company at St. Joseph, Mo., from November, 1901, to May,
1902, said that he was instructed to "get after" the customers of
the National Oil company and to pay as high as half a cent a gallon
rebate to accomplish his object '

, . ,
v

Standard Oil manifestos, even when issued with all the dignity
of a president's message, must not be taken too seriously. John D.
Rockefeller has the same interest in concealing the internal affairs
of Standard Oil as the czar has in concealing the internal affairs of

; Russia.

HOLDING THE LAW IN CONTEMPT

How little regard the corporations have for the law is constantly
evidenced by their insolence and defiance. In the past they have

. found it such a simple matter to override or circumvent the law that
an aroused and protesting public alarms them no more than does,
the weak complaint of an individual.

When the cry, "Stop thief" rings through, a crowded thorough-
fare the petty pickpocket turns pale and loses his courage. He see3

,in front of him a thousand hands stretched forth to drag him down
and turn him over to the law. When he faces the court he finds his
judge stern and expeditious. For the pickpocket there are no re-

straining orders, habeas corpus proceedings, stays, demurrers or
- appeals. Because he is only a pickpocket justice comes swiftly and

pitilessly to him.
A civil proceeding against a trust is merely an annoyance ; even

a criminal , proceeding has few terrors under present conditions.
If theJaws were properly enforced the criminal proceeding should
have as much terror for the trust magnate as for the pickpocket or
chicken thief, but the arrogant overlord of monopoly and special privi-
lege rests confident in the belief that his attorneys will be able to
block the course of justice. He has seen this done so often, in spite
of great obstacles, that not even the vision of a mighty people, awake
and wrathful, can disturb his serene confidence of immunity from

In Nebraska a.mbine(,of grain dealers is sued for $128,000.

too lenient ,with the lobbyists and corruptionists who have been hired
..'...to guard against the passage of laws that will stand the constitutional

test They have looked with indifference upon the "liberal inter-

pretation" of laws in ourcities and have thereby opened the way for
a liberal interpretation of law which has given the corporations
license to become anarchic.

. Walter Scott, the millionaire cowboy who struck it rich in Death

Valley, is visiting the "frenzied financiers" of Wall street He has
at last discovered" the place where he can get rid of his money more

rapidly than by burning it. .

Two recreation experts have been sent to Panama. As soon as

: the workmen have been supplied with golf balls and tennis racquets
a supply of shovels will be sent to the isthmus.

If Rockefeller should donate $10,000,000 to Kansas it would
be only part payment of the loss caused by the destruction of the oil

. - .

industry.
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