
t

PAGE C Xjho Nebraska Independent JULY 20, 1905'

( ) . '2
8 IN THE WORLD OF PROGRE33
O

have purchased the right, until it has been girdled
by the government forest officer. The rivers down
which logs are floated must be kept from from
all obstructions. No hill gardens are allowed to
be made in the . reserved districts, and cutting,
marking or felling of any trees or shrubs of any
kind,. without express permission, is a penal
offense. Even roads and bridle - paths may be
closed if it is thought that giving access to the
forests endangers the valuable teak trees. All
these elaborate precautions are taken to prevent
the calamity of forest fires,' which are easily kin-

dled by the nomadic tribes of the mountains, who
wastef ully burn the jungle to effect a clearing
previous to the primitive sowing of their crops.

. The Cornell experiment station, Ithaca, N. Y.,
has conducted some experiments in using acety-
lene light in houses devoted to the forcing of
plants, with very interesting results. It has been
established that other kinds of light helped in

, forcing growth of plants, but acetylene light more
nearly approaches the results of the sunlight. The
National Nurseryman, in commenting upon these
experiments, says: "Plants grown under acetylene
light vegetated much more rapidly than others
not under its influence and those grown for cut
flowers reached the blooming stage considerably
in advance of their competitors grown under
ordinary sunlight only. Easter lilies grew twice
as high and bloomed ten days to two weeks in
advance of those outside of the acetylene lighted
area. The growth of radish and lettuce was
greatly hastened, and the yield in a given time
much increased. The . branches of . flowering
shrubs responded in a marked degree to the in-

fluence of the light. Those under acetylene light
bloomed several days in advance of those in the
same temperature and influenced by day light
only. It was also proved, that the plants under
the influence of acetylene light only, would form
chlorophyl as if grown in sun light."

yon, on the American river,-an- d from there it
will follow its present course. The final surveys
are now being made by a party of engineers
camped on Donner Lake. The construction of the
tunnel will be carried on as fast as possible. :

?

. With the departure of the Dakota on her
maiden, voyage from Seattle to the Orient, which
will take place next month, there will be estab-
lished a regular schedule of sailing jfor the two
mammoth steamships, the Minnesota and the Da-

kota, and Seattle will rejoice in possession of a
line of freighters which in size and carrying ca-

pacity, has no superiors in the world. The cargo
of the Dakota for the Orient has already been
assembled, and when she leaves it will be with
a full cargo on board. Each of these great steam-

ships will carry nearly 1,000 carloads of , freight
It would take more than twenty such steamships
as those, which ply in our coastwise trade to.carry
the cargoes which will be carried by these two
steamships alone. , Thus these two vessels alone
represent the equivalent of a large fleet of steam-

ships of. the average size of the freighters which
do the bulk of the carrying trade of the world.
The aggregate of the freight which, these two
vessels alone can carry across the Pacific, in the
course of the year, will be equivalent to the whole
volume of the freight carried from American
ports across the Pacific annually but a few brief
years ago. Moreover, from their enormous size,
they can carry freight at lower cost than it could
by any possibility be carried in the smaller ves-
sels which once monopolized the trade. From no
other American port on either ocean is . there any
fleet of American l owned steamships, operated in
the, deep water trade, of the aggregate freight
capacity of these monster vessels. If full cargoes
can be obtained for them on each voyage, that fact
alone will give Seattle immediate pre-eminen-

ce as
the first port of the United States in the volume
of its . Oriental . commerce, and there is not the
slightest reason to doubt that full cargoes will be
secured.-- . ;;.;ivs ' ''Uiuysq mop.

The returns from the township assessors in
Cass county, S. D., indicate a gain of only three
people in the county outside of Fargo. The show-

ing is disappointing. The ; western tier of town-

ships held their own or made gains, but the
eastern side of the county showed a decrease.
The city of Fargo will show an increase ofsome-thin-g

over 3,000. The chief cause of the Sack of

gain is duetto the fact that a lot of Cass county
farmers have gone to the northwestern part of
the state and to Canada during the past five years.
Several families have removed from nearly
every township. Their lands were purchased
largely by remaining farmers, and no new fivmi-lie-s

arrived to take the place of those removing.

Reports received at the office of the adminis-

tration of isthmian canal affairs show that on
June 1 there was a grand total of 9,702 persons
employed in canal work on that date. There
were 2,065 in the department of government and
sanitation, of whom 37L were , "gold" employes
(those paid in United States money and having
certain perquisites), practically all of whom are
Americans, and 1,694 "silver" employes (those
paid in pesos, or native Panama dollars and not
having these perquisites), practically all of whom,
are natives of the isthmus or the adjacent West
Indian islands. In the department of engineer-

ing and construction there were 7,632 employes, of
whom 1,122 were "gold," and practically all Amer-

icans, and 6.515 "silver" employes, practically all
being natives of Panama. .,

The frauds in Indian Territory have partially
come to light in spite of all the efforts to sup-

press, them.. When President Roosevelt sent a
special commission down there to investigate
charges that had been made he could find nothing
but a few irregularities; but the grand jury which
lhas.been investigating at Ardmore has discovered
enough evidence to indict quite a number of gov-
ernment officials. On June 25 indictments were
found, for alleged $1,000,000 frauds in connection
with! the government of the Chickasaw nation,
against the following persons: W. T. Ward, dep-

uty district clerk and treasurer of the Chicka-saws- ;

D. S. Johnston, governor of the Chick-asaw- s;

P. S. Moseley, former governor of the
Chickasaws; B. H. Colbert, United States mar-
shal; Kirby Purdom, a banker who is alleged to
have absconded; Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish,
the law firm acting as attorneys for the Chicka-
saws. The indictments are based on the charge
of reissuing school and general fund warrants
of the Chickasaw nation, and it is said that all
of $1,000,000 were obtained in this manner. The
fraudulent warrants are held by bankers of Jop- - .

lin, Kansas City and St. Louis.

- At a time when forestry , is engaging more
and more the attention and the study? of people
in this country, it is interesting to see what has
been done in this direction by other countries. In

, her book on "Picturesque Burma,". Mrs. Hart"
gives some new and interesting facts in' regard

; to the growth , and protection of the teak-woo- d,

i It comes to maturity in ' about eighty years, and
J attains a girth of from twelve to sixteen fet,1 with
a bole' of eighty to ninety feet. "Splendid1 timbers

(sixty feet in length and as much as twenty-fou- r

'.inches square are frequently shipped from Maul-- i
main.' The wood is of light brown color. Among
its valuable qualities it contains a resinous oil
.which preserves Iron from rust and resists the
action of water as well as of Insects. It is quickly

'seasoned and easily worked, and from its com-'bine- d

strength, elasticity and endurance is con-

sidered to be the most valuable timber for ship--!

building in the world. The tree comes to perf ec-itlo- n

on the southern and western slopes of the
J hill forests where it is exposed to the rays of a.
! powerful' sun. It does not grow on northern
; Elopes. The trees are not found in large numbers
! together in the same area, the proportion being
generally one teak to every 500 other trees, or, in"
the so-call- ed teak forestr, one to every 300. The"
teak is of rather rapid growth, and in eight years
.It reaches a height of twenty-fiv- e feet or more.
The leaves are very large and have been com-- .

pared by Oriental writers to elephants' ears. They
axe from ten to twenty inches in length and from
eight to sixteen in breadth. The tree is decidu-
ous. It seeds at the end of the rainy season. The
seeds are contained in a hard shell,' and owing to
the. lateness of the season when they, are matured,
they lie dormant- - for a considerable, time. ' The"
teak forests are strictly preserved by the govern-
ment No tree can be felled, even by those who

.', We have the word of the statisticians that the
chinch bug annually destroys crops valued at $60,-000,00- 0;

that the grasshopper eats up $50,000,000
worth, the Hessian fly $40,000,000, the corn-roo- t

worm, the cotton boll weevil and the codling moth
of apple each $20,000,000; the army worm $15,-000,00- 0,

the grain weevil and San Jose scale $10,-000,0- 00

each, the cotton , leaf worm and the potato
bug $8,000,000 each, and the cabbage worm $5,-000,0-

This makes a total of $298,000,000 worth
of products that might have been expected --to,
but never do, get to market because of the rav-

ages of these most numerous insects. And this
is not the only loss charged to their account.
Shortage of crops affects various industries and
increases prices, and a deal of money is spent
in fighting the pests.. Taking into account all
these things, the annual loss in thi3 country from
insect pests, distributed among the various pro-
ducts, is estimated as follows: Cereals, $200,-000,00- 0;

animal products, $175,000,000; forest and
forest products, $lil,000,000; -- truck crops and hay
and forage, $53,000,000; cotton, $30,000,000; fruits,
$27,000,000;, tobacco, $5,300,000; sugars; $5,000,-00-0;

miscellaneous, crops $5,800,000, and products
in storage $100,000,000 making a total of
$785,000,000. .

:

The president has signed the proclamation
providing for the opening on August 28, 1905, of
the unallotted lands in the Uintah Indian reser-
vation in Utah. Such lands as are, or may be
reserved prior to August 28 for military, forestry
and other purposes and such mineral lands as
may have been disposed of under existing laws
will not be subject to entry. Registration for
these lands will commence at 9 o'clock a. m.
Tuesday, August 1, at Vernal, Price and Provo,
Utah, and at Grand Junction, Colo., and will close
at 6 o'clock'p. m. Saturday, August 12. To obtain
reservation each applicant must , appear at one
of the registration places in person as, registra-
tion by mail will not be permitted. Honorably dis-

charged, soldiers and sailors of the Civil war,
the Spanish-America- n war, and the Philippine
insurrection, tfho are entitled to the benefits of
section 2304 of the Revised Statutes, as amended
by the act of congress March 1, 1901, may regis-
ter through an agent of their own selection , to
which agent the soldier or; sailer must give a
duly executed power of attorney on a blank form
provided by the commissioner of the general land
office, but no person can act as agent for more
than one soldier or sailor. The order in which,
during the first sixty days following the opening,
the registered applicants will be permitted to
make homestead entry on the land will be deter-
mined by a drawing publicly held at Provo, Utah,
commencing at 9 o'clock a. m. August 17, 1905,
and continuing for such period as may be neces-
sary to complete, the same. Following the draw-
ing, the making of . entries will begin August , 28,
at Vernal,: Utah." Persons who make homestead
entries for any of the lands opened will be re-

quired to pay therefor at the rate of $1.25 per
acre upon making final proof, but no ' payment,
other than the . usual fees and commissions will
be required at the time the entry is made. The
total area of , the, .Uintah Indian t reservation is
2,445,000 acres of which 1,010,000 acres have been
placed In a permanent forest reserve, 250,000 '

acres have been reserved for Indian grating lands,
4,000 acres for the Fort Duchesne military reser-
vation and approximately. 112,000 acres has been .

allotted to the Indians, which leaves only 1,069,000 --

acres available for entry. Only non-miner- al land
; can be entered during the first sixty, days and it
is considered ; that not - more than one-ha- lf of the .

land subject to agricultural entry will be desirable :

. d: i entries,,' upon 11; P which , irriga-tio- ri

will be 'necessary. : '
,

! Eight miles of tunnels will soon be bored
through the heart of the Sierra Nevada moun-
tains by the Southern Pacific railroad. The object
of this gigantic undertaking is to shorten the
line by forty miles and to lessen the grade about
2,000 feet. It is estimated that the cost will be
over $25,000,000. There are to be five tunnels in
all, the main one five miles in length. - On ac-

count of the long stretch; it will be impossible
to use coal engines for - the hauling of trains
through the tunnels because of the poisonous
gases that are apt to accumulate. Electric or
compressed air engines will be substituted for the
steam. When these great tunnels are completed

- thirty-tw- o miles of snowshed, which now cling
to the mountain side and wind about it in a tor-
tuous trail, will no longer be needed, for, starting
at a short distance northwest- - of Donner Lake,
the train will leave the, - wild,' rugged scenery
through which it has been - running, for miles
and plunge directly into the side of the mountain.
Then for miles through the heart of the Sierras'.
the train1 will' dash"' along, coming- - out into the
open air only .'long enough, to .catch its breath, then- -

back jnto the next tunnel, whch will burrow its
-- way

:
through tonsTof" granite." .The last- - tunnel?

will bring the train out at the foot of Blue can--


