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that its methods have changed. The moro
these powerful influences shrink from pub-

licity the more insistently should the yrobo
be inserted. The more strenuously they shirk
the sunlight of public .knowledge the more

persistent should the public be in demanding
full . information. What are the facts, and
why seek to conceal them if they are inno-

cent? - The resolution of investigation winch
unanimously passed the assembly can be tie- - --

feated in the senate only, by improper inrlu-ence- s.
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should be passed. Nor is there any popular
dissent. One need not be a specialist la
peering through microscope and test-tub- e to
know that talc in sugar, clay in candy, chicory
in coffee and "preservative" poisons in milk
are at their best a fraud and at their worst
a menace. The evils of adulteration reach a
dramatic climax in the drugs that the phy.
sician relies upon for quick effect In a critical
case. When they have been mixed with a
cheaper substance to double the maker's profit,
and when even the drugs by which the fraud --

might be tested are themselves a useless sub-

stitute, something like manslaughter follows.
If the expert knowledge of physicians and the
clear interests of the entire public outweigh
with contrress the private interests of a com
paratively few manufacturers who live by
wholesome fraud, we shall have a pure-foo- d

and pure-dru-g law.

The Chicago Tribune charges the Illinois
commission with grave neglect of duty and
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adopted many years ago. There is no good
reason why the American states and the fed-

eral government should not be as strict in the
supervision of corporations as the British ad--

ministration is. The feasibility of this regu-
lative legislation has been amply demon-
strated abroad. And has not Rogers proved

in Missouri? Kansas City Times.

LIFE INSURANCE REFORMS

Interest in life insurance matters seems to
ha7e revived as a result of the Chicago conven-- ,

lion called to devise reforms in the business:
The chief reform planned by the con- - "

vention is in relation to deferred dividend
policies. It is proposed to have the various
states enact laws requiring the companies
to make annual distributions of their profits
to the policyholders. This would do away
with the huge sums that are accumulated
under the deferred dividend system now in
vogue, and thus leave no opportunity for ex-

travagance or speculation with the funds.
But this method only such a surplus will be
maintained as will guard against the deprica-tio- n

of securities during periods of financial
depression. The efficacy of the plan has been
demonstrated by the- - companies - which for
years have made a specialty of annual
dividends, for in every case the cost of in-

surance has been reduced to the policyholders
while the companies have remained strong
sound. The annual dividend feature also
acts as an incentive to economy in manage-
ment as well as to the judicious investment
of funds. This results from the fact that the
company that pays the highest dividends
gains an advantage over its competitor in
securing new business. Uniform state regu-
lation of life insurance ought to be easily ob-

tainable, and there is no reason why it can-
not be made efficacious in protecting the in-

terests of the policyholders. In this way their
interests will not depend upon the integrity
or vigilance of the state in which a company.,
is originally chartered, for its methods and
management will be scrutinized by the insur-
ance departments of every state in which it
does business. Under the present laws the
examinations by state insurance departments
are largely perfunctory and altogether ineffec-
tive. Kansas City Journal.

chronic inactivity:
It is time this situation was ended The

people of this city and state should receive
a proper return in actual benefits for the
$30,000 appropriated for this commission.
Any one informed on the subject knows that
Chicago's food supply is not adequately
guarded. Yet what important benefits are
derived from this commission's efforts? One
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sequential efforts. Multitudes of residents of

Chicago can recall how, in the farming days
of their childhood, nearly all the family food
was produced and prepared at home. The

. grains were grown in the fields and ground
at the local grist mill, the vegetables were
raised in the garden and stored in the, cellar. '
The farm yielded beef, mutton, pork, poultry,

. eggs, butter and milk. The purity of these
supplies was assured by the fact that they
were prepared by the very people who were
to consume them. Today the food of these
multitudes is produced and prepared entirely
apart from the household, and by strangers
whose ultimate aim is business profit. The
processes, too, are often aomplicated and ab-srs- e.

It is impracticable for the cosumer,
v by his own action, to protect himself against

' fraud. He must rely on public action. The
Btate pure-foo- d commission should, therefore,
be his protector. It should keep close and
scientific watch over all foods handled in the
state, should promote appropriate legisla-
tion on the subject, should be continually
analyzing samples, giving needed warnings,
and prosecuting offenders. It should effec-

tually guard the public against imposition and
harm through fraudulent practices in the pro--.

duction and purveying of food. Instead the
Illinois commission simply performs sufficient
work to show a color of justification for its
existence. The governor should deal with thi3
state of things without further delay. Tie
should do so unswerved by political calcu-

lations, and without fear or favor respecting ,

the numerous and important special interests
concerned. The head of this ; commission
should be a highly qualified and energetic
specialist, and should be held responsible
for its organization and work. Illinois should
have a pure-foo-d commission worthy of the
great food producing state which It' is, of the
high reputation which it ought to have as
such, and of the popular need for protection
against fraud in foods. The governor should
act. v

Meantime the air is filled with rumors of
scandal in the state banking department. It
is asserted with every evidence of seriousness
that there is a banking "House of Mirth" in
New York city, dedicated to precisely the same

general purpose that were covered in another
branch of business and legislation activity by
the Albany "House of Mirth," of insurance
fame. The declaration that certain trust
companies have "carried margins" for certain
legislators and state officials is daily repeated,
and one of the most conservative members of

the state senate said recently: "I am opposed
to the banking investigation; If it once starts
you will have revelatiqns dwarfing theArm- -

- strong insurance scandals completely."- - Al-

bany Dispatch to New York Evening Post.

CORRUPT PRACTICES ACTS

The New York Tribune Farmer explains the

purport of the bills introduced in the New York

legislature at the instigation of the association
to .prevent corrupt practices at elections:

For a long time the penal code has
forbidden bribery in general, and particular
practices which tended to the corruption of
the franchises, such as the entertainment of
voters or the compensation of a person for
procuring the. attendance of voters at the
polls. Now the plan of particular prohibi-
tion is abandoned, and the proposed measure
carefully

' enumerates the things which may
be done in the way of campaign expendi-
ture, and declares everything in excess

"corrupt practice, thus changing the burden of

proof and making any extraordinary expendi-
ture presumptively corrupt. Another section
forbids any corporation not ; organized for
political purposes or its attorney, director or
officer on its behalf, to make any political
contribution, and every such corporation is

required to file a sworn statement that it
has not so contributed. Failure to file the
statement or making a false statement is a
misdemeanor, for which a domestic corpora-
tion's charter shall be revoked, a foreign
corporation's permission to do business in
the state be withdrawn, and for which any
offending officer shall be ineligible to hold
office or employment in a domestic corpora-
tion in five years. Candidates for judicial
office are forbidden to contribute to party
funds, but may in the management of their
own campaigns expend money for purposes
specified by the bill as legitimate. All party
organizations and corporations formed for
political purposes must make detailed re-

ports. Another bill proposes to add a new
article to the election law prescribing a pro-

cedure to enable citizens to obtain a judicial
injuiry into the correctness and complete-
ness of election statements. Under it any
citizen by filing a bond of $250 might com-

plain to a supreme court justice or county
judge that a statement required by law
had not been made or was false or incom-

plete. Then the court would have to make
inquisition, and no person could refuse to
testify on the ground that he might himself

. be prosecuted, but no person other than those
proceeded against would be subjected to any
penalty on account of any transaction con-

cerning which testimony was taken, nor
could testimony" taken be used in any crim-

inal proceeding. If the court found a failure
to file a statement or declared a statement to
be false or Incomplete without intent to de-

feat the statute, it would order the filing cf
a true statement and payment of costs.
Failure to obey such an order, or a finding
that a statement was wilfully false or in-

complete, would subject the offender to fine.

The discussions and the final action of
the national insurance conference in Chicago
were marked by praiseworthy moderation.
It was recognized by those composing the con-

ference that the devising of safe and bene-
ficial regulations for the business of life in-

surance is an extremely difficult and compli-
cated problem, and that hasty and extreme
action would be sure to do more harm than
good to policyholders as well as to the com-

panies. It was therefore decided to unite
in a few conservative general recommenda-
tions and turn over to a committee the task
of maturing the legislation which it is believed
should be adopted by the various states.
Chicago Tribune.

AN INIQUITOUS MERGER

An iniquitous merger of the transit lines in
"New York was affected by the usual process of

inflating the capitalization. The New York World

points out what the new company must do to pay

PREVENTING AN INVESTIGATION

Powerful efforts are being put forth in New
York to prevent a banking investigation, which
would probably result in revelations many times
more startling than the insurance revelations:

More powerful influences than Governor
Higgins and Superintendent Kilburn are at
work to head off the banking investigation.
These influences are not open but hidden.
They do not act by proclamations of legis-
lative impotency or by arguments advanced
to the intelligence of the public. Theirs are
the same subterranean methods which de-

feated the 80-ce- nt gas bill in this same senate.
No investigation of the state banking depart-
ment will be complete unless it includes the
reasons for official blindness as to transac-
tions in the great New York banks and trust
companies affiliated with the life insurance
companies and the public service corporations.
"What was Superintendent Kilburn doing in
New York last .May and June in connection
with the Mercantile Trust, the Equitable
Trust and the Bank of Commerce? How did
it happen that "yellow dog" accounts which
were thrown out from national banks by na-

tional bank examiners were carried for years
in slate banks and trust companies? The last ,

time there was an investigation of the trust
company through which the Metropolitan
Street Railway company did its business

, there were disclosures of loans to office boys,
of ' borrowing by messengers, of stock ac-

counts carried for politicians, and of other
scandals as flagrant as the life insurance
iniquities. This particular ', trust company
changed its name, but it is vet to be Droved

dividends on the watered stock:
The Metropolitan is not earning interest

and guaranteed dividends on its immense
capitalization. The Jnterborough does not
earn interest and dividends on the stock and

, bonds which- - are its share of the traction
merger. An increase of $108,000,000 in stock
and bonds must find its interest and dividends
somewhere. What the source of this addi-

tional revenue will be the experience of past
mergers indicates. Cars will be run slower
and crowded even worse than they are now;
the all-nig- ht service will be placed on the
basis of an irreduciable minimum; the equip-
ment will not be kept, up; the number of
employes will be reduced, and the public will
be mformed that if it is dissatisfied with the
pprvire it is privileged to wlk. Until New

"York has grown up to th's ncMitkmal capital-
ization the only way that profits can be camel.

; is to crowd the public more and to- - dimin
Ish the cost of operation. -

PURE FOOD AGITATION

Twenty leading physicians of New York sent
to the senators and representatives of that state
in congress a request that they strive to secure
the passage of a bill prohibiting the adulteration
of foods and drugs. Commenting upon the peti-

tion, the New York World says:
This is not a case where "doctors dis-

agree." The medical profession is practically
unanimous in the knowledge that such a bill


